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Abstract: Histidine kinases are a crucial class of protein kinases involved in signal transduction
pathways, playing a key role in bacterial responses to environmental stress. After more than 60 years
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of research, researchers have identified histidine kinases in a variety of bacteria. Bacterial histidine
kinases are classified into 11 families, each encompassing multiple types. They accomplish the
signal transduction process through one-step phosphorylation or multi-step cascading
phosphorylation, thus regulating the expression of genes associated with stress responses and
forming complex and diverse signal perception systems. This enables bacteria to effectively
respond to temperature changes, adapt to antibiotic pressure, produce virulence, acclimate to acidic
environments, and resistance to organic compounds. This review provides insights into the roles
and mechanisms of histidine kinases, bacterial survival strategies and adaptability and facilitating
the research on the application of histidine kinases in biology, medicine, and detection of small

molecules.

Keywords: histidine kinase; response to environmental stress; mechanism; regulatory role
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KA SRR A B BRI Ry PR RFAE ),
XU AN ] 20 24 R 28 11 1Y) 7 9 S5 M A B
KES, HXAATERT WAL, hEE
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ZES e oe st TRl Retk, JFH Hpt 1)
AEIGE TIHESHS AN E R
4 Pfam %4 )% (http://pfam.xfam.org/),

N — B LAY 5 0 s e AR DG Y HK 2 454
BT B AN 2 Pros oA L OmpR 859 HK
AR B R T Y R PR HK TR A
BURHIE, FEERIA ORI 1) REC 5% Hpt 25
FAJ35 . 11 NarL ZJ% .Chemotaxis K% . Cell cycle
FKIGEH Other Z N FE R HIE AR HK 1
TREEIRRIE . J& T Chemotaxis ZEE K
FFE CheA VMR 25805, A4S Pfam £504
135 T 5 H R AL 45 #9 15 (homodimeric  domain,
H-kinase_dim), {H& L DHp 1 Hpt Z5#43ak , %k
1M , 75 7 HLIK I (Vibrio cholerae) ) CheA HitLfy

OmpR family
MR HUAT 1 PhoR

PAS —HisKAr=— HATPase_C

iR vEEIAE CpxA —LHHAMPHHisKAHHATPasefC —

Klebsiella pneumoniae

MR PhoR —— pas —Jrisk Al HATPase_C—

2 S5REFEREMEME HK Z R 4551015

5T Hpt 254438 (https://www.kegg.jp/ssdb-bin/
ssdb_motif?kid=vce:Vch1786 10897), ik, A
[y b HK (25 A3 T REAFAE 22 57, sl I
SRR SRR TR S8 S8 . A SR & K E I AR 2L
BRTA A 2 P2 A R e o AR A T R 2R

H RS OmpR F % e HAL,

XSS5 B O JE S MF R BEE T R
SRR geAh, A A A R R I G
Ff A0 RS2 S8k, A L EE AT T Y 4 R AR
Bl DesK, B X i AMF 5 109 4% J8%0 3l 8 2R 1
SERHESI Y 10 DS BIRECE B 2 M EREK)
BEAT I o AN B SRR Y 5 A 5 A MR E 3 4
AT YT H DHp 4538, DIsEsS S
i G101,

NarL family

WS HUFFE DesK ——] f——dpiskA_—HATPase C|—

ovar vy vav awasass

WA

Caulobacter sp.

CckA { PAS74H PAS_8 HHisKAH HATPase_cH REC |-

IRABKE T 0 18 AR 22 %E T BE 10 45 FAg

Figure 2 HK secondary domains involved in bacterial stress response. The gray bars represent structural

domains whose functions have not yet been identified.
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2.2 {ERA#LE

HATRE DB — REENE S T E
M, HAE SR SR SNRAE S . BERR 1k Je
WG AL SN AT, Ee AT AR 1Y
A 2 1 e BR 5 R 3 ) R TR R 43 7 B HK
ARG A HK PIZE, HAEH 7 % 0 — 20
TR Ak 15 TN 220 G B R AL R 15
2.2.1 EHRBARREQMEENBERL AT

{7 B U 201 2 1R 2 11 G & 45 DHp 25 #43R,
MATT REC M Hpt 45 #4358, LA— ik i3y
(197 AT o A5 RIS . HK oM sz X 5k
GER R A AR AL, AN X 8 A 1 5 2ok 3] 5 L IX.
B, g AR E A S AL, R S L B
L X 8, 0, 7E HK-CitA o, FPEEmR4s &
51 5 Az XIS i s, X 2xhish C i
B-¥r&, FH TM e py i gEkiz i, s,
HK DL ATP MRk, @it fe S rEukm ik B
B 10 Z IR ARG R4 35k P 1) PR ST 4 2R (His) o7 45
il I 1 Ay ol T AL A R ol TR £ i 1 s I, 9011
RR MR AZ MR (Asp)r i, MM SZ XS B[R 5=
IR TRAT (B 3)o JRI TR B 2 1 WG AR 11 11 401
SRR e R KT, R HK 4 2
KN FARBEZRINUES HMG  HK 5 ATP
RN AT ABERR AL, 24 A BERR L 58 RS, HK 7]
DL Tl i 55 P 2 B B AF D 1) T Ui RR 2K 1 RR
EABIRAL, BIEIEAY RR 2 (AT LAZE A A
L) B DX, DTS Bl R R IR i 2R ik
5 — A~ L B 4] 2, EnvZ B BEIR Ak 25 A B S
T A A A 255 Ry S PR 2 %%, TE UL DHp A%
O DUBRTE , DT R FERERR AR AR, IFE
RAFFE Hpt Z5# 381,
222 SREBVASERMEERBERLIET

R4 HK Bk T HA DHp Z5#k4h, R
A REC il Hpt 54638, LA i iR AL 15

A
Signals

{

Bz
Sensor

sk
Outside

HK

A
Inside ) E.
His - =

— Asp

// !
® REC) seriish
\\

Effector

HPK / -

e SSE SN

Gene expression

3 —SHmBRACETAN
Figure 3  One-step phosphorylation regulatory system.

07 kAT . SRR HK AH W] 58 A5 5
R 2 MR 2 AU S, HK L ATP
B LA, R R R AL B By R AR
SEA I N PR ST 2 R (His)DE i, BlJS1E N
5 2 HE AR 15 5 4% 3 31 REC 45 44 3 v O <F 11
KA AR (Asp)fi s, UL Hpt B PR<F 2 2 TR
(His)BL S ARG S A, SRBEIRAL T A I
W AT T RR O R A &R (Asp) i i, B
His-Asp-His-Asp I3 0 2 3% J7 X 58 B iR 1%
B, AT S BN 3 R 3 3k K 1A T (8 4)1,
APOL, X — R NPT e EnvZ 2R e, LU
N 2 M B A 255 2, AT Narl K%
Chemotaxis ZJ% . Cell cycle ZKJ% fil Other
Jtirh Z F0 HK %4 REC 8 Hpt Z5#43, jX sk
HK @ 4E I HL R °] 5 J& TR & 8 HK A 85 R 1k
P57 2
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fEEHA
Signals

{

Sensor

a5k
Qutside

HK

it Py

Inside

ATP
Asp

=Asp @ I
N® S OBEC um
) / Effector
= — His
RR

HPK
SN NS
FEH ik

Gene expression

REC

El 4 ZLRBEBEBRULBATHHN
Figure 4 Multi-step cascading phosphorylation
regulatory mechanism.

3 4R R TE A T v 3 R
A E A

2R P2 5 W55 % S D RE X 20
PRI oy 0 SR PR B O T L, BN, 25 AN
IO BE A AL E RN BT R RS . AT RS
K. EN M IREE . IBTa VL&Y & R
(% 2).

3.1 MRRERNTK

FEXT & F HK ) 23 18 85 i DesK B 57 12 72
H1, DesK fEAR B ZEFFF I IR T, XFFAR 5
BRI 1 AR A R Rk, ZEAL FIRIRIR A B
DesK 1) 4 A J57 i £ 25 44) 55 3% 0L Ay 41 2 1 VAL Iy
RE, M TFEIERET, DesK MR -NHH

FRWEBR A", TCS 1 DesK-DesR 44 + 341 7
Wi B 2R AT T R AR TR & . X RS
FEARIR T W0, IF A8 R A Ak B 4k 4 R g o 1Y)
TN A, KEGG 4 12 (https://www.
genome.jp/pathway/sauc02020+CA347 21)E/R
VicK 24 B {0,445 3R 17 (Saphyl ococcus aureus)
FR R 17 I AR AR HKC

3.2 BENMERED

HK 3 2 BT AR 257, TS T i Y
G5 il Wl E M R 25 5L L 1
5 25 W) AN HE IR G A S DR (R 2R 3K L IRTY A i RE S
BCEFEHLIR B BU A R AR, DT ™ A T
¢ HK-CusS 5 T i) RR-CusR 2 5877
VU B 2 TR 245 o il 58 B 7 11 B X DU B 3 T 245
CusR HBLE B, BT TCS 1Y BarA/UvrY
M2 5T Sk A /R T 251 ; CpxA/CpxR 3t
(] 8 1 20 TR 0 2 A AR R A 2P, NP ERER |
B-INTEREHES . £I8 % . AV, BEER. A%
Z %55 PhoR/PhoB TN . F k8
RNV 2E S BT A R AT 251 5 PhoQ/PhoP
BasS/BasR | L [w] 8 15 41 & XF £ 26 B K i 24
PP AmgS/AmgR . BaeS/BaeR. BraR/BraS .,
EnvZ/OmpR . EvgS/EvgA 7] LLilid iy ZhHER
R 45k i 3 8 &% i B I (Pseudomonas
aeruginosa) . KMAAT I . 4 v (0 1) 48 BRI FHEE L
I TR 45 20 TRV 2 BB AE R 2R B,
A DLSE ok 32 4 5T A 4 S A, SEImiR HK K&
HROW R F A iE IR RHAE HK B9 =R AR I
RAHPE L) -

MET, FEPIR YL HK 38 SOEFEDE
i, FEEEAERT HK (9 CA 2593 . DHp
SER R B, A 2 HK A5 g Bk
R B I . AR 2022 4EAYSETT, ) HK
) CA ST 25 WA 21 B, FEAEXS
RIAFFE CheA . PhoQ, Hfi% 27 fFF# PhoR,
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*k2 B5WEEIEMEMNA HK

Table 2 Bacterial histidine kinases involved in stress response

Yy REMZL  HUERNIET B/ PR PEFR 5 A B I 38

Strain Temperature  Antibiotic pressure ~ Virulence Acidic Organic solvent
change environment stress

A B R AT R DesK (NarL)  PhoR (OmpR) / DesK (NarL) /

Bacillus subtilis

A O A R R VicK (OmpR) VicK (OmpR), SaeS (OmpR) / /

Staphylococcus aureus
RIH#
Escherichia coli

Jifi 5 ve B A B
Klebsiella pneumoniae

ITIRE
Salmonella enterica
AL

Vibrio cholerae
B BRI

Staphylococcus epidermidis

Jilf 8 B BR TR

Streptococcus pneumoniae

TR
Caulobacter sp.
SRR A
Mycobacterium
tuberculosis

S 3o S5 B T
Xanthomonas campestris
ZLEREA
Rhodococcus

i PR A Sl IR
IRETERTA
Rhodococcus ruber

PhoR (OmpR)
BarA (NarL),
BasS (OmpR),
BaeS (OmpR),
EvgS (NarL),
EnvZ (OmpR),

CheA (Chemotaxis),

PhoQ (OmpR)
CusS (OmpR),
CpxA (OmpR),
PhoR (OmpR),
PhoQ (OmpR),
BasS (OmpR),
BarA (NarL)

/

EvgS (NarL)

PhoR (OmpR)

VicK (OmpR)

CckA (Cell cycle)

RcsC/ResD (NarL),
CpxA (OmpR)

PhoQ (OmpR)

MtrB (OmpR),
PrrB (OmpR),
PhoR (OmpR)
RpfC (other),
VgrS/ColS (other)
/

EvgS (NarL),
PhoQ (OmpR),
EnvZ (OmpR)

RcsD (NarL)

NarX (NarL)

MopR (NtrC)
RHK (unknown),
DGCIPI

(unknown)

[ SCHRDY BAZIE BRI LA IO S 8 174 21 2 PR it

/: The histidine kinase of this strain in response to the corresponding environmental stress is not involved in this article.
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2% F % BR T (Staphyl ococcus epider midis) WalK
PhoR, 4 ¥ (0% Bk VicK E) WalK . PhoR,
Wi ¥ B (Caulobacter sp.)CckA , fili 4 i Bk
(Streptococcus pneumoniae) VicK 254 B 2541,
#1 HK ) DHp S5 38 mIPtim g A 2 #, &
BEA XL FCBH M B VieK B WalK EHT i 24
Yy, R TR R A A ER A A A W A A ER
W QseC Bz WEHT 25 MR WA 2 A,
Gh, A 14 FhEEXT 2 R0 HK 7N HTE 25001
FAL A AT B
3.3 @ETEAET

s JL R IR L A R 2 BfLA b o) SR R B,
WG E . JENLZ B (capsular polysaccharide,
CPS). fleZHi(lipopolysaccharide, LPS) A&z {445
BE 7 PR 1 555 1 2 G o g ke SRR BT
XS] AR AR, Phog TR Y B R
e, PR SR T Xk s I A B
T A BRI AN TR it . S5 A% o ROFT
P 5 R T R A O =R R O
MtrB. PrrB Fll PhoR"*\. EnvZ # 3 i H 5 i
VAT IE AR A C- R g B~k e [ iR L
HAREASS, REMHEEMNRHETFER
A% 35, DT V0 ) EG T B0 1k B R 5 i e 5%
PETSE B A A, J8 T HK B ResC,
ResD 5 R ResA. ResB g #7% Mat/Ecp
T B RE AH SdTT F YkeK, PUIE AR
R, gm0 AR, TCS REt
f) CpxA/CpxR A H 8 B AN YR E, IF
It A AR UFSE T X — B 4 e A AT ER
i id HK-SaeS Nz H S W 8 45 SaeR {2 i AF Py s
T ANHRAR S e Uil , (R — AR AT B AR 1D R
P03 3 o TF S — FR A0 DA T Sfe I I e A
BT A, JEEARS AR X HK 853 4 i
YER AT TP Ah, & B S A R 5L/ ) g 2
(PMI-1, PMI-5)AATAE W e e A s il 51010,

H PMI-5 A 390 i 1 R 805 88 AP T Y 40 P v 4
O KA P RE T, A A L R 4 A549
YRR AE K /INE AT 65%P), Cai B 7R T g
J05 R AT LA 3k S 1 R0 A TR 4 2 R U
HEEIR TR T 3B 5 T DSF EH245 A 2B
S I (Xanthomonas campestris) HK-RpfC A
BN, X —Z5 S EIRE, M
PEFIAE Pk B N BB . JRELF SR, b
KILT HK-VgrS Bl ColS 2 B i1 =5 55 P i 13
B 1R B AR AR X s g5 IR W] HK
Z 515 S ST MET N TR EE
KEEL, Kt HK AT RE AL A B 1 41 1R 85 ) & 3
VeI — VA AT
3.4 ENEEMIME

TEM R T CG43S3 b, A F
St DN resB Y B REAIR T 4 0 2 68 TR A
BTG 3, X — PR M PR B A0 38 107 BE ) Bt
HK-ResD Xf RR-ResB AR IR ALk 251061 Aty 1 2
FIFFREAEML pH F, HK-DesK HYA 2 MRkt &
AR, BER TES Sl i, TN
TG D R B 5 B, (et RS A8 45 5 Jan I L2 41K
FRMEIREEC X K AT B A T R I aE AR,
b PR AL Xk BT A 28 AR A i 8
HK-EvgS ) PAS #5938, EB] T EveS %
AR JEFRPUIE R A A (i — SR 7 BvgS HH:
FVETF EvgA LAY TCS TE5 IR ME pH 4%
T #80E , EveS AR I Ak I 1 — R4 m) 55
T T IRIRA A LIS S B ME A SR N R A
AT 77 A T R POV i I 9 3% B K AT
B EvgS/EvgA BIVE AT LIE 8 ydeO
FEA gadE FEFRSCEL, AT LAY HK-PhoQ
K H R F PhoP B HEVREVER, *F H ¥
AU B RR AT 5 1k 1 T8 R P 2
BRI R AR, HAPURE . &
1, 5 e A 7 32 B IR R 1Y) e 1 BT RE A7
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o Liu ZEUPLLRSRABER 73 F 245 40 R 2R, 5
T — R AT DB AR W2 D fig i O AC BRI
o EE, JFdi e EREARAYE AR, 18
KB P #E TR S M- SN
HK-EnvZ. EnvZ BN VTR (G 5 )5, 1 e b
P OmpR A Ry % 5% Bl 3 iS22 11 OmpC
Bk, fE R4 T o RER A AN HE, DT SE BT
R PEEREE AR 3202, A BRI HK A6
BL RG-S 5 IR AE AT, AT US40 7R i IR
GV RE ST, ANFLER A TERR A N S R A g
TIRUR B a5, TERE TR 5 A R T4 ol
A%
3.5 B HiLE e

fifF HK BIAWIIESY, X —iEiaes =5
4 T e 0 22 Bl R (R S i R RO A O
W5 2 W NarL F G HK-NarX 2 5 21 BR i [%
R LA, NuC ZR) HK-MopR 25
Tl PR 505 AS ST BT X 20 1 4 o o 00 (LA B
ARSI WA HIEO ) T ARZIBRT SD3 X2 Al H
AN 52 B 5 e SR AR AR AL AR 5T 77
EAER, ASimEmd EA Ak, K
TORLLERAAE R R A TS, EE M S2P K
Fik bR, 2 LUAYE BT BT
HEAMEER, $EHI—FHK HK, w8l
RHK (& DV gbsh, R ER LM —45
5 R IS L A7 E AR B 1 DGCIPT,
DGCIP1 H{#7f CHASE3, HAMP, HisKA #l
HATPase f5F 453, HATEE HKP, F
97 ¢ B 3 3o [ B e 9L HKC 56 ] cac3319
Ml cac0437 LA X} PN fild T % # & (Clostridium
acetobutylicum)iF 172 B, $&F+ 1 ARt 32
PERI T 2R RR ek, LRGSR, T RE ML
A TRV X SRRSO AN R T4 KR
ML &P 2P, e . Y
b AW B A R P AR 3

4 BB B 2o e 7 AR

A U3~ 0 0500 08 s PR3 £ 8
7N, HAETEZY 110 Fogh B3 1 3 2 i 47 o
5%, MAh, 4 FDA HHLfE s i fil 29 71 4,
TR (4 U ) R b R R ) HK A
HFIT HK AR Ry I A Ry FF I A5 A 20 T 2% 12 )
— PR BRI H E R A AT E N, T
HAERRESMET , SR ALK & 5 1k,
ALl AR B R AP Ry 2 A . s, 55
A W TR (P-O) B M W iR 2 L LR AN ], B IR
HE TR & IR EENE (P-N)EE . SR, P-N it
b P—O B I 2 ANEEE , BEIR 2H 24 R 1Y) /K fi
AG fH }—-12—14 kcal/mol, ifkfR % Ik & IR
H-6.5—9.5 kcal/mol™, [N, % T HAbE
A, HKC )35 P A I B A PRI M , g T R i A
iR11LE 5 N
4.1 FhHBVLE FER B A T 1k

XEFHA HK A0S, DL s e 0 e 14
ERE Ry SV i g 11 b u - 4 P E<E R DS P =t 7 )
BEEar AR5, DAL HK B4S 1) s
FESEAT R, AT LAFZ J — S 0 4 20 22 R 2 11
BB BeAh, XHIE pH S5 AL EAG RIS AT
AT SR AW 7 50 b, G5 REBIIZ A AR
AYRIET evgS P, Mt /R T HK-EvgS
1} 5% PR 1k IR 85 3 P07 AR A ML 570 A AR 210
BRTA SD3 #EAT A MLIA FIraE , & gl # R B
B OB S2P RMUE AR B R, it
— e S2P RNE M EAEE AR, ZB—Fp
W AR 1) HK, HUESE T 1% HK LA 18 WA HL
VR A TS PEN 2, 7E Kinoshita-Kikuta 255!
B RE Y, i T AR SY HK RS,
TE 5% 0 2ok 7 v £l — =I5 A 3 a5 B i
P, BT AT LIRS OIBT N3 4 A PR R
AR BUPRIEA 7 5 38 o 0 vk HK #5559 Ah—Fh
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FH 1 58 k45 @ B 1 26 A6 35 (Fe* -immobilized
metal ion affinity chromatography, Fe*-IMAC)x}
A TRBERRAC IR IEAT & AR BTV, nT LAA &0k
Yo R A ZH MR W AT e M, X R NS P Y
RPEHBERT RS,
4.2 HRBRAEE RN A

TEREIN HK {EPERS, i TR AL 2 2 iR
) P-N HEAFEMEAE I, ] LC-MS
Hor I 25 A AR T 4 R P AR B T im PR A, o T
AL HK BTG PHEIFRIN TCS w1 iR 5 141 5%
%, PR AREET HK BRI ARk ATP
(ATPyS)i& it T — Fl ¥ %4 BODIPY-FL-ATPyS
(B-ATPyS)RET, FFAIH T HiRES g5 P-N
FesE MR RRMES PRI B ) HK 853
BT UEN] T B-ATPyS #R4HE A HK IS
VIR R ATYE, DA AR TCS 2o A v A I il iR ik
PR T, Rm, X T AW TTIRE
(Salmonella typhimurium)f¥) PhoQ (&4 ATP 45
HEEMIREE = DHp 4f5Hy3R) E0 A BE FR I 2175
PE, IR T RS FRIC AT M AT BB A7 1E DHp 4544
AR ES SR, A RO B X — R E
R 3 A AR AR

5 HAHFRZE

KT HK 1915 5 5 AL S AR 0 5 e
N VE RIS, BRTAAERIREA : (1) B
OmpR ZJRAh, HAMSE R HK TEZEFh iy
BOEAABR , U HSZ Sporulation ZX %Al Cell cycle
Kk, WHEFEBHN HK KHIIGE. ) #iY
HK {6 P 55808 T (55 S B O S A e A7 A
—ERPREL, X W T HK faE 2= Mg miE S
e R PRAE RN AT REAEAEAR ELRE A, ISP S5
T BRI AR T B AR A A RN S (3) 4HTE HK
TENR 3 22 Rl SR PR G v B 2 )58, nfopié 3L
IO TS A AT e — 0 A R i B A AT 55 -

EEXFLL LRI, W ARSRBETE RS (1)
TETRLEE AL | R P58 5 ALV 791 3 552 10 33k
H HK R B AT H S AT SR BN A IR,
AR AT LUK RS AR G HK BEA T e, I
BRI . (2) ELET A HK i, 7]
2 25 L 00 R TS PR P i A AL 78 5] 458 338 5 1) 2
W, X HK RGEHTIRABIGE . @i
SeZ TR T HK S5H FIZHRERY 04, A7 B TR 5
Hh 5 R R 0 85 A S 110 S B 45 A el R ke
2 S 1 7 1D 6 e B i 5 N 1
R B MU 2Ok, DI
AR S HOHT Y HK il 1o KA IR A 23 B Al
GEE, TEXT HK B SIEEPEAL , IR E Wi
ZE N A IR e fe I B 2 A i AR, HE
AR, ATRAMAZEN TEMER TREER,
XU HK AT o Aiefe, DA s A
FREWET AR E M. B, i sIA
P 5E I 2 ZE TR 58 AL sl A Py Sl e, DLEE HK
FRTJEE 00 0 S P ] 3 L A A5 R U o
(3) K HK 5| AW TR, Wit AP
RGL, SEPUNAEAT ARSI, InAEA Bl
P DA A S A 4 SRR AT AR 3R A i
2otk TR A 7 AR MR RN A D A
R T2 N o
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