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Mating type genes in ascomycetes: a review
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Abstract: Sexual reproduction in fungi, including cell recognition, cell fusion, zygote production, meiosis
and mitosis, and final formation of sexual spores, is one of the important reproductive cycles that provide
the source of genetic recombination. The MAT loci determine the mating types in fungi and play a key role
in fungal sexual reproduction. MAT loci differ in gene composition, sequences and arrangements in fungal
species. In recent years, rapid progress has been made in the functions and regulatory networks of MAT
loci and MAT genes. In the present paper, we review the advances in ascomycetes on the gene composition
and distribution in MAT loci, the function of MAT genes, and the relationship between MAT loci and
sexual signaling pathways.
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HEMEZH | EA& R, REEWEZLEY
K, FEEE (Ascomycota) e HF R KEIIT,
CANFHEEL 64 000 Fl, 4 KSR
(Taphrinomycoting) [ W % % A&
(Schizosaccharomyces)| . EEFRIET |(Saccharomycotina)
[ 40 RV B2 £ J& (Saccharomyces)] . #% i W I]
(Pezizomycotina) [ KW [T, 445 3% 5¢ W A
(Sordariomycetes) . FE RN (Leotimycetes) . HURETH
YH (Eurotiomycetes) 1 Ji& F& T 2N (Dothideomycetes))
o TR IE 2 DL 2R e A
K, MAZHAME | HEZZIR,

FUIA AR B 7 XA Jo e AR B8 A PR A Bl AN HEYE
A FE o R RER A FLROR UL, A AR FE VT LA BR AT
TR, A S N T RS, SR A A E
YRA . 5O EAEA LG, FE A A s R
XIS 2%, ALAGTRAC . B . WO 3 MR B,
LI A AT o R B A VA A R IR T
PSRRI AR 015 B R A B, (5 B R
ip R ZAR, JFEid G AR MAPK i&78
AT R SR, TR SRR AT GRE . Ot
BRLCEFRIGA), MR SSTHC R TR AR T 5 4 fk A2 5
LER—— AR, PRI 2T N2 A 22 (R fk
ITRIZ2), SZHE 245 Gy B Mk 5 e 78 1) AR 4 R (43
e E RS, IS ZE AN, LR
Ik F1B5 (Neurospora crassa) I3, MEVEBERERG /N
o3 A AL TR BOA S R S | MEVE TR R Y 2K 22
PR A A2 i 0 A M- TR 22 Rl =2 S5, P A
10 200 A% 28 4o TR 22 3T S WP A FE A5 ), IR 22 T
AN 20 LA AR B L BCXT AT A% 2 WU 4% ik
TRl G IR — RV R IR o B4R 2253 %4
R, ®EEN AT

MR A SR E , B A A5 T 2k
[F] = L& SR LA o R R B A 4 B A T bR e
SERUA PEAEBE , S S B B B A VA B R T
[ R ek v = ST By AT € 2 =07 7 R S
HA AN[F )22 Be i (mating-type, MAT)., HARFL

90%LA_bEUH A o Pl Ao F il 2O S P 2 A A
R S FR AR B A5, #4 B8 Turgeon S5:42 H ffi
ZRGE, WA EAMOSSRCEE B AR MATL-1 Al
MAT1-280, A2 Fie U [H 4 H B0 T b A v
Ft T 2 L A 5 S T R SR [ P A7 R A R AT
A B AT R R ) T RE S R SRR X T LA R 2
RFR ) A R 5 S T e T R A R TP 1Y
PRI R AR AT R

1 MAT fif s B 43 7 5 2 B 4L sk

SR BC S A8 AR S S IE S R U R P S
LA o AR PR S R B E TR 1 S B B p —Xof Bk A
BLERGE , BT LA O AT A 5 1 DO AR P e S T
B TR Y AC LB ol WX SRR AL S e, B el
BN 1A, H FTFT R 528 8 R s T
TS EEL A, WHLRE KA L RS A
(Magnaporthe oryzae)% . [RIZZELA 1) MAT {3 545
A FEA LU JLRIE (I 1B): (1) PIA> MAT i
A — AL A, AniE F6L I TR (Cochliobolus
homomorphus)t™; (2) WiASE BT 5 057 T A [7)
Ak I, anks) 5 ih B (Aspergillus nidulans)F1%% FHr
BEHE I (Neosartorya fischeri)™; (3) H 2K 24
PEAEFE T2, AT PSR AR R S —Fh e Y, 4
LR FRIK B (Cryptococcus neoformans)’; (4) TR
[i% £} (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) . S iH 24 5 [i%
(Schizosaccharomyces pombe) F1 F|, 1R ve, & Yk %
(Kluyveromyces lactis)5 52 0 B9 AP 52 Bt 7Y 2 []
BERS AR ELALAED) (5) — A Frhaa A AN
PC R BEDR 20, X AT M A Bl 2 B R g £h ] 5%
e B R R 52 e &, WA 98 5¢ T/ (Podospora
anserina).

B2 L TR R I BEAFTE .o B a/a 3 AR
S, Hd, a 4l &4 MATal JE[A, o 40
&4 MATal il MATe2 JEH, a/o 4R A5,
%4 MATal, MATal il MATa2, MATal J[X 4
T al REFIEZFD a AR IEEMRIE. o
HifE, EE ol ZIEMFETTE T, o2 2Ry
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U B ILERE R o QMRS IER IR
T 7E ABRAH R, al Il o2 REAETE AL I — SR A4
A5 A A0 AR A R DN 3Rk S BB IE a tAE o 1Y%y
Sk PBEREREAAAE P M PIRR B A, Hid
P 41 5 A5 2S e BUAN 5 mat1-P, Zih Pe Al Pi 25 1 ;
M 45 A S BC R A5 matl-M, Zif% Mc F1 Mi
HEH

5 TR P B R SR BE I BN [] , KR 3 S5 TR )
THER MAT1-1 655 A 3 MR (1) MAT1-1-1,
i —A 5 ol SitgskeE A" (2) MATI-1-2,

A Heterothallism B Homothallism
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X

(&)

x MATa4b4
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Figure 1 Distribution of MAT loci in Ascomycota

FSCH N Sordariomycetes

Y% — A~ & HPG/PPF 4 1 i & 1%, (3)
MAT1-1-3, 4ithS—~7 HMG 25 F i 2 1 (&
2)o MATI1-2 fii A — 5L MAT1-2-1, %
fi—4~ HMG Z5#si ™, T, MAT1-2-1 A1
MAT1-1-3 # 4t & HMG 45, HAFER
/& MAT1-1-3 i HMG Z5#)38, C sl bR <7 5]
PRkXseXrrR' . Martin 253 5 %F MAT1-1-1
MAT1-2-1 B8] SN R, =R
MRS R LE 0T, AR ol G50 H
HMG 25 M st Ab ik , toJ8 F HMG & 5k

MATa
MATa x

MATa
MATa

X

FlEE TR 4W Leotiomycetes

MAT 1-1-1 MAT 1-1-2 MAT 1-1-3 MAT 1-1-5 MAT 1-1-1
— al = HPG mm HMG = — — ol —
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Figure 2 Distribution patterns of MAT genes in Pezizomycotina
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2 MAT {5 MAT EH K14

T AS BB TS AL AP AR ., [ AS [] 2 -4
PR LR i 50 2 A 118 e S ARRL A, P S i 7Y
P Ar = S —r M, 140, 5 Turgeon %51
(A 24 I DUIAS ], R e b Bt 2 1 S8 B U7
SR J MATa Fl MATa, RS ik #6251 52 Tic 284
PR MATa F1 MATAM® S A [ B8 32 it 760 o7
ST B AN B 9 AN IR AR TR 8 A28
B S 1-3 N, 40 MATI-1 v s Gnfid
MAT1-1-1, MATI1-1-2, MAT1-1-3, MATI1-2 {ii /5
it MAT1-2-1, MAT1-2-2, [flkEsh, A2F0 BI%E
() 24 WA I

R T S AR R LR A AS AR, {3 TR AL
e 2R LR P 44 SERRS AL, kS B R B FRTR
Wilken 25U 7ARHE 91 A6 [l 50 e AR, 3R
HH T8 A 28 TR ) 52 T T8 R IR 1 i 44 EA T o G
i, SZFECARISE ] MAT1-1-1, MAT1-1-2, MAT1-1-3
MAT1-2-1 B A FRIRFEARAE (R 1),

3 MAT L5 F0H 3 )
ST TR (32 5 0 L TR A s s £ i e

®1 BETNXRECSSXRAERNHZ"

Table 1 Nomenclature of MAT loci and MAT genes in the Pezizomycotina

HUGEMEER . ERRRANFREST, AFM
MAT 15 s 2R 8 AN [ B AR ) <P 1) (S B Y ) o AR AS
PRI R 2 S A BRIE S0 A TR BR T
FAMEAE MAT 5, B AMSECR B RIS 5
Al S A A 2 R DL R SR B IR B
FH . TERIER AN FRE T, MAT {75 [FFE R
A R BC A B R A PR A A FR R A
RO Bk, AR, FREA I FREIE T
SEARFE A RN HEAMC LR R S5
Yun S48 K [FUR LG R MRS MAT JE R
R Z LSRRI MAT 3 R 8 5% 2 il A AR 1Y
MAT H: AR S BC & W R MAT 227, 215
S H T R R, Lu SR
3 FhEFENETE C. heterostrophus. C. luttrellii #1 C.
homomorphus HIFFEXTE 4 C. luttrellii ([R5 BLE)
B MAT {58 C. heterostrophus (555 EC &)
MAT {325, 0] ABA| 2 AE C. heterostrophus WIAZEL T
X, iz A A8 . FHREMFRHd+;
Rz, BRIETAFEAE C. heterostrophus Ftk
[ MAT1-1-1 Fl MAT1-2-1 £ R 43508 C. Tuttrellii
1) MAT v 55, WEESEEL C. luttrellii 5757 A,

[17]

ZFL A 5 MAT loci FLWEE ] Pezizomycotina JFAR A FK Original name YA K Revised name
MATI-1 JEFE R Dothideomycetes MAT-1-4 MATI1-1-8
T E Y Eurotiomycetes MATI-1-4 MAT1-1-9
T E Y Eurotiomycetes MATI-1-5 COX13
(BRIT- 148 Coccidioides sp.) MATI1-1-6 APN2
MAT1-2 #5505 2N Sordariomycetes MAT1-2-2 MAT1-2-6
(FEIEIR B Magnaporthe oryzae)
TR A Sordariomycetes MAT1-2-3 MAT1-2-9
(WER B Hypocreales)
HET 2N Leotimycetes MAT1-2-4 MAT1-2-10
AU 2N Eurotiomycetes MAT1-2-5 COX13
(BRALTFHJE Coccidioides sp.)
HUAE R 2N Eurotiomycetes MAT1-2-6 APN2
(ERAL TR 8 Coccidioides sp.)
HEH 2N Leotimycetes MAT1-2-5 MAT1-2-11

(IR#RHE TR /& Pseudogymnoascus sp.)
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PR R PIRR S AR S SO BY B R . Jutrellii TR BR
RENE L A TR E MR, HXMNSa
C. heterostrophus MAT1-1-1 5{ MAT1-2-1 /1§ C.
luttrellii AR RIS AR B T 3840 [R) 3 Be A iRk

fig B 287 A D T R SC AT FR SR
TLH) C. homomorphus (JF)5 B &) A MAT K&K &AL
C. heterostrophus ] MAT J:[H, HWEESZEL C.
heterostrophus 1L A3 A T35S, HFHEFEH
B, LEER TR TR T, EiRR5R
LW, RS T BRI MAT B S RE

HRFEEA SREE A Z B A AR (B35
AR | SRR RAF, FR 4 R MAF, X
AT RE R R B AR ] R [F) S T G (Bl S o= i 5 1Y F
PETR , L MAT 07 500 & a3 LAy 2N s A
F HATRE P BB SR T R B AR R AN
M. Ah, BRIET C. heterostrophus AIFIAE AL Kl
] MAT &[R4 A B[] —~ C. heterostrophus MAT
R AR 1R B AL Jovk i B A8 s
WMTHA T, RYIFERCS TR A MAT {75
AT BE A7 LR S 1) 4[] S TG 2o A 1 DG B ]
+, A R A P RN B AN AS B B LR (Y & o T
D, , A8 P TR AN 5 0T -3 TRT A o 42 ol A & =i
BHRHAVEN, [FRHRPE SR A Y 2, FReR%
A5 RAH B R R A B S A A 45 SR WA Al Y R
F I8 B[R] 52 e BY T bk ) 1 52 KRG, MR
MAT i si g i B A 8 FB, BREH
HIT, ACTEAL A b 3 P e 70 1 U7 R K A6 127 L 4 o 2
(Aspergillus fumigatus) =5 /055 & W A3 A G Hi
I8, WFFEIA R AN R A T 5 =X KA 3 =z ) e S 80
7] % ML 5% 22 i) By e A 00 b i (G 2 )
() MAT 1-2 S DR G5 I 1) S5 25 1 4 Pk A 2

4 MAT EH5{FER{ETHER

AR R AL I TR, 7 B R
U b R A T ML T 52 A 1
{55 IFEE G & E M A MAPK EHOH 55
o JL A A 3 , 5 26 P e IR 1

SERCA MRS RE . TN, MAT SR F15
BEESEB T B, B rfE
BRESHEBER R ANIRA, KB T2 5 22 i
TRUFE PR 1) 5 4% R 45 30 A A B BH . S o BC B Y T
W 15 B 2R S RS R A R 0 AT M AR B R AR
L, R PR, {5 B R S AR R R s
SR AT P A B AR AR A 722 R ) S
() TR B AT Z R, (FERAELR
TR A P U R4S 5k T (Fusarium
graminearum)" , Gih {5 5 28 52 VA 00 1 R0 A P A=
B AR TR

GEAEGYWHNRE=RIK, Ha, .y
H. 5 EBR SMBRMZIRL G, BOE S Z Rk
M GEALEY, MHMEN Go Fl GBy WFhF
EEY. BRERERETD GBy HATIETE, MifERHmF
FEp R EVE IR /& Go W3, 7EFR I B RE 40 i b
(K 3A), AR SR THHIEL, BENR Cded2
MG, R0k Ste20 iz BhFIBE A GPy
WIHEARH AP, Stes WARE ML Cde24 (ST
FRACH R )5 GBy WA EAEFITEAN M B R,
454 Sted . Stel1-Ste7-Fus3??). Ste7 Bifig 1L
% Fus3PY, Wm0 Fus3 B Stes BGHEA
YHREAZ , 8 L BERR LS B Sk I Stel2, Stel2
5 DNA 454, ¥ MAT JE D5 52505 M52 i A e
AB . Stel2 FELARIE B AEPER 5 DNA 45
4, WAL Meml 5 ol JERCFIE B AR, 3
% 55 Digl/Dig2 5%, Digl/Tecl T i H & 2= 5 441>
455 DNA, ZHEEBEE S g # (K 3B) S
BRPGEEREZEMRL, Go AR TS 5, MAPK i&4% kil
Z WS BB IR MAPK 22154045 MAPKKK
(Byr2). MAPKK (Byrl)#l MAPK (Spkl). MAPK
15530 I I S BTG e S IR F Stel 1, HETTTAE MAT
R[PSS R SRR R R
1 SteS, FrLA BEI M ASE IR Ga 24N
S S8 4 MAPKKK(Byr2), 458k R n]
gLt Steal®,
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A BB ER: Saccharomyces cerevisiae

r MAT genes

Arrest in G1

3 MAT EEZE

A AR FEAT B R T A X 5 A P B T Y
AR BUEEREARIE Y, Fus3 BEFRILFELE Farl,
Farl 1 JAFEHISCE A THRAME Y, Farl if
Y29 GPy il Cde24 HYHRE, T Cde24 REME (L
#t Cded2 [ilfl, X LEEE FILIR R A A 1k
A KB AR B Fus3 W1 Go WIEAHEAEN, &
SR A AP SR Cded2 Al
A K F 2 7. Rasl 2—FF GTP [il§, 7¢
AT R A PR AR S AR TP AT BB 2F Byr2 9EAL,
W AE A0 M AR R R R R VR A A A AR K S
L B o Y.

AR R 5 DR Tl 5 TR
hn EE SRR B R B AR S L . H AR E
(Candida albicans){ KR A5 5 A5 5 41 A B
ACAEC, T LG i 40 0 M T ARG R RE T, AR
HEAE IR ST T AR PR RENG 5 1 (L IR A AE T
FHACHCRE T, B A bR v A ) JE A A
A FE7E A T P R Yt B2 2 R I B R 4R
Tk )1 (Fusarium oxysporum)F| i MAPK 155
BERTAE ) 53 WA 1Y) UL 283k S A A L0 20, A
TR A EM R, JRABR T Ste2 JE[ 5
BEAAM o {5 B 2R SZARTIREAHIA], Ste2 AYHI SN
ATt T RO IR 2R S AU B i 17 [ EF 0,52 i i

B 245 E]E Schizosaccharomyces pombe

BRIESBIREEE S H)>

Figure 3 MAT genes are regulated by pheromone signaling in yeast cells

r MAT genes

125]

P IEURTER KRR, A — &5
P BRAG VAR B (9 MAPK 3 2% [ V5 04553 %
ﬁL%EPB’Ja&%ﬁﬁtlﬁii%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬂﬁ e
SRR T E R R SR e
Eﬁﬁi%‘zfﬁ X % MAPK ﬁ%ﬁ 5 DR A S AR
Yy BRI 2 05 S R T2

5 MAT ERH#IR8

MAT B TEA [F]F 2 & P P RETFA RS
ERER AN RASHRIIE T, MATI-1 7 5
(MAT1-1-1, MATI1-1-2, MATI-1-3)F#1 MATI1-2 {i
SUMAT1-2-D)#E =40 B 1) 35 ir i 1y,
i MAT1-1-1 F1 MAT1-2-1 {E RPN S P AR
LR, FEA RN AL, RO EFRAE
KA A YA KRR BN, T MAT1-1-2 F
MAT1-1-3 W R 7EA WA e Ve, s T3¢
AT J AT 32 77 A AR P IR R TR o Bl
B K3 5C 1 (Sordaria macrospora)t, MAT1-1-2
JE P AT T AT Y, BB MAT1-1-2 L
25 T R\ AE5ERAT A 58 570 09 [ 58 15 T8 B
BrBE, {H MATI1-1-1 il MAT1-1-3 FfAR AR H] 71,
AR N 9 28 A8 (AT i 7 A T A R ) i 1

BT VLA TR R R TR L T Rt
B B REURE A6 TR RN FRSE TR I 75, MAT1-1-2 J2AH
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HFETH TR T A AT A RS Ik A 1
H MAT1-1-2(matA-2)5f MAT1-1-3(matA-3)f kg
XF A AR B 0 AR /N, H R AR MATI-1-2
(matA-2)H1 MAT1-1-3(matA-3)FY W 2 28 {4 ik
SRATE N FERIERE R R AT,
RI MAT1-2-1 XA PEHAC™ A4 BAT e PE 52
Wi, GEARRTCEIE BT 485, T MAT1-2-2 XA 1
AR A S A K

B SEAL A3 HT o MAT 3 [H ) ShRERF 5T B R s
JEIH & SRR AL T A PR KRS
ARAHRITH | HURE Bk A R e 0% &2
FFRER t, MAT SRR A AT,
Kim 2558 5o H A R A 7 T PO ] 98 28 R 2 T
BRI AR B 2 ] (e 5, LR 1245 4%
IR 22 SR A Gl XS H R 106 AR HE TS 43
Br, BIEh 7 25 A A AR B AT, O HH
H R 32 MAT1-1 F MAT1-2 f3R#E . SR ZEA
[Fi] 4 - A v, Bl J2 o PR S 119 S T R 66 A o 8] 4
R DR A SR AT AN ), X B3Rk 22 S Bk DA v I
MAT L 1 F el B 75 N AR L . A
Py v ()5 XL P & 43 VR R A AN ], IR 4
YIITH FGSG_01366 L MAT LAY et
I, % MAT SR, 1 FGSG_01366 7EHH
FER P [FE LR S MAT LK FMRI F1 FPRI (1)
R T MAT JE R 0 R R4 3 5 52
T R R A e R A DG I JE R, e Bk
P A B B A S R B B 52 MAT A7 s 1) 9]
¥, R FE A AR A G SR, AT B
(Penicillium chrysogenum)" MAT1-1-1 %5 S48 55
WG STCMEAETE . TR E . AR . BRAC
FIUCAE AR G A 3 PR B2,
6 UG

FLHFRE L, G BE 3 22 R PR, 5
ISR B, RS ZR 2R, A,
A TR 22 . HoA N k2, o
A . A A B AR A, AR B A Y

3 FhA g gy SARAEAE AT 0 AT Hh — e B
TEAFZAET WA B 2 e P A [m] 1 £ 58
2o ik 2 PR 22 AR 45 LA A AL A3k A A8 S oy
RARK PR

2 TC 750 R 5 e 84 A 56 I TR A T 9 2 4 s LT
APEAEFARLT B OCHE o B ASTC R ARl BRI S
DIk, BREZRIEAT T REMFIE, Bh T Hh—2t
SRR, 40 MAT 3N 538 R 6 . MAT
PN ON RSN 9 ol N2 SIS N (ER S PSR i B
BCHL A AEAEAR Z 2R P [l 8, i, o3
JZ FRBE, MAT 7 sUR Z 9t As 1k — R
I 4 I PR R A e A i e A e i R Y EL AR ) R
fur 2 S A A — A~ Bk AR X TE A P AR AT 5
7 TR LR H ok S 3 R ) T e A TR 2 S [R] 7
MECTE AR, R oR eSS R Bl A2 75 2L
FEAESE G IRl 7 MAT 35 DR 2E Ak 14 9K 3 g 22 41
27 ARAAFREALETE LRI F? R AE
AT L 3 43 T B S BEOUIE TR AR Y R A7 3k 2 i
BUES A e, (AR — P

BT A SRR ) TR )R, A
A B AR A A 5 5 B B ) — LE BT T RE
G5 F R R A K LEORPER A B R 5 [ — M
53 PO B R AR 2R 1 T R Re AR O, AR
LT BETR S QAT PR X AE S i i U A
7 LA, ARG 4L R T 1R A P AR A A
P ST RFE R U e S S 80P Z M B R AT T
PR, R IH S 5O M Y T B R R
JETRTAT P A Ay 7 A 5350 8 i T DR A B 6 35
FRPERIE AR, AN, B MIEA T A
A AR AR BR T BN S R ki
BRARKSERAZEFZIN, 824w 2 AR E
FUF S B fRE A 32, Tk L2288 11 A] RS2 2ok 42
AP RR T P A 1, NTERLTR H AT 2 b

A O AR B 5 A A DL [R5 e G
SEHLA IR — EAAE U IR AN
MAT FE DR IR T YL ik b7l — DNA fRAFIX, x4k
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DX S5 A 2 ) B A A2 ] R4S, RO R SS AL 7 X
PR, DR R S B A S S e S Rl R R O
Krassowski 25075} 332 Fft i £ 5L K 20 v () MAT 13z
ST T, FEARYE MAT 57 5 A8 20 A e A 1 2
BT, BRI SR B A ] T A TR R . DA
AR A BEE , X B PR AT R AT B RGN s h A2
BCryALEs, TSR T YR ERT R R e . B i
W9 F 2 5 o8 B AR I T R SR
A8 I, P2 FE SRR L R SR R T R A
FABLEI AR FY , ZEAS [ (4 EL T v 43 By AC e R 5
IR A5H . DREREG R, X F R A K A F
AL L A FRATI R A 2 5
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