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Functional analysis of a RND family efflux transporter
component-cusB gene associated with copper resistance in
Acidovorax citrulli
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Abstract: [Objective] We test the influence of RND family efflux transporter, MFP subunit cusB gene,
on the copper resistance for Acidovorax citrulli. [Methods] Transposon (TnS5) was inserted into the
genome randomly screened to prepare mutant strains constructed by functional complementation
biparents mating and discussed on the effect of RND family efflux transporter MFP subunit cusB gene
on the copper resistance for A. citrulli on basis of the copper resistance for A. citrulli, extracellular
cellulase and extracellular protease secreted extracellular polysaccharide production, biofilm formation,
virulence and motility etc. [Results] The mutant AcusB can’t be grown when it contained the
1.25 mmol/L CuSOy or 2.5 mmol/L flat on KMB. The structure of cusB extracellular polysaccharide
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secretion and biofilm formation A. citrulli can be different from wild-type due to the effect of the
mutant gene. Whatever, the mutant gene can’t directly affect the extracellular cellulase enzymes,
extracellular protease, pathogenicity and allergic reactions also be obtained in our investigation.
[Conclusion] The biological characteristics of A. citrulli can be affected by cusB associated mutations.
Meanwhile, cusB associated mutations affect the copper resistance for 4. citrulli.

Keywords: Acidovorax citrulli, RND efflux pump, Copper resistance

TN G B P SR TR A 2 22 TR B M R —— 7
JNE PR (Acidovorax citrulli)5 | 1Y —Fh )™ 5 16 %
POJIC ., FHIVESE S PR A A T AU R % 20 TR s
Fo TEmIRETEIET T, g T TP A4 49 1 3 ok
PREGIT . ZER AR E SR, F AT
JINE PR R B T 5% 28 e Bom M . R
YRS, X R AL A e R
ST BT PR R 7 A B B A BB T SR AR
/b Nies X EHTE & RALHI T #2005 23]
BEfETE 3 AL : (1) @AM HER G A 2 14
HARSE; (2) RS HIEE A R TIPS
GYBESY; 3) Wi RS R A T
JFA SRR IC B B AE TS, 2010 4F, Aae vt iisk
B A MI I (Pseudomonas  aeruginosa) ' RND #MER
ST A 8 7 5 DR 3k R Y B B 4 S X6 A A M T
P AT T RGEHST, AF5E L BLERE T RND
AP HE R DR 1% ) o A5 B T 7 B T R A B R
AR Z AN EI 2 E T 1k E T PR R
PP M 5T A & SO HGE T P AU ATP B A
ST F P N TR R P R U R P s, 2521
FW] . P AU ATP B7EA 2 Fiiaid frp Ao 7 B
YRR,

ABFFFIH TS % B BEYLIG A TGN E TR H
FCA40 JEAIrp, SRRSO, i %5
AREERT 2 100 NRK, 15 E]—Fk TnS 16 A
#] RND FKiGAMEF: iz R (Efflux transporter) 5l &
T I (MFEP) WAL HE A cusB WA SR, %R AARAE
TR LRI AR A A, FEMAN N
I W AN AR W BT 1 5 B A R AH L 34 3R IR B
R, TE A SGE AT B D) RE B R TE L
RN Fh T e b AR RIER KA

RND & K S —2 LU FUk 3l 1 (B 3k
AR H T RERS 1k RND SR rHE 41
MFTR BBl ) e R AAMERSE, | =4l
B, G EAMER 1 (IMP) . AMEESMNHERR 11(OMP)
FEELS E F(MFP), 3% =41/04 T RND SMERS:
IEH TAEB—ARW], RS HMFP) A B4
AREEHE . BRI —A> o-MRIE R RE5H, IXEL2h i
SR & B BEY o BB SE K, A
P A JE s (B 3, 5 P ERRE TN T
WCRZS, A TTEAS R B HE I A0 A 1 i A2 8] Jo
ISP

F HATN RE A HRGE RND SMEZR S0
R TR TP PR R, AN P E T RE Fh 2RI A
SRR KT, B RND MR GENE R 52 [ R
WA RS, MRSy, UEZE 5
mi, PIAHFSEAE X cusB FEE T 98784, JExF
RARHER AT T LEY =00, IR T cusB
SRRV BRI TIRE

1 MRS

1.1 ##

1.1.1 EEk. ARSI : 35N (Cucumis sativus)
mn P B, 5L (Nicotiana benthamiana) i
AL, Rk S BRI LER 1,

L1.2 FZRFIFLEE: REPEADING BamH 1,
Xba 1, T4 DNA ligase . Taq i} . 7ef%K pMDI19-T,
4 TaKaRa A TROGE)ARAF]; Fikaidk
pHC60 SIS AL, AHp JE N A R UAH &5
DNA marker W [ KRB A AR
DNA Gel Extraction Kit g H3EE Axygen A H];
Plasmid Mini Kit It 5 35 [€ OMEGA v #l; $iAE R
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F1 HilEk. RhFs4

Table 1 Bacterial strains, plasmids and primers used in this study

WRk . BORLANG 4) AR HIR
Strains, plasmid and primers Characteristics Source
Tk Strains
FC440 Amp"; wild type This lab

Escherichia coli DH10B 80 lacZ M15, (lacZYA-argF), recAl, endAl This lab

AcusB Amp®; Kan®; FC440 mutant defective in cusB This study

AcusB+cusB Amp®; Kan®; Tet®; complement strain of AcusB This study
Jiki Plasmids

pMD19-T Amp®; ColE1 origin, T-vector TaKaRa

pHC60 Tet®; expression vector; low copy This lab
5|4 Primers

MF CGGGATCCACCGCAACTTCCGGACCCTT BamH | This study

MR GCTCTAGAGGCGGGGGACAGCTTCTT Xba | This study

AAC-1 GACCAGCCCACAACTGGGAC This lab

AAC-2 CTGCCGCACTCCAGCGA This lab

TE: TRILAL WEEIIALA.

Note: The restriction sites are underlined.

H 7 Sigma 23] Ha b #an 4 B E 254 14
R R A

PCR ¥, 1€ [E Biometra 2\ & ; H T K
AL-204-IC, HFF#)-FEM 20088 LA RA T 70
OGRS 722 B, AR AT R B
1% 25 FC2, 3E[F Alpha Innotech 23],
1.1.3 EFEMERFHE: HNEMRETE 28 °C 1
72 T4 30 mg/L Amp 1 KMB (King’s medium B)!®!
[E{AEL NB (Nutrient broth, NB)RIAE;FERAF, K
R (E. coli)fE 37 °C }53%F Luria-Bertani & {4 [
RIS, B SOBUNRIREE FRIE b, A T
PR R, BRF U A, $4°5 Amp
30 mg/L, Kan 50 mg/L, Tet 10 mg/L,
1.2 7%
1.2.1 cusB BERRTIRFIE: KE&H Amp Fl Kan
) NB 3535 A KR G R L5522 4> 96 FLAR
2340 mL), JHHMGUORIE S 140 uL, TEA 96 1L
HAEN AL, $% B 5 FH K B A 2 PR A S e =

PRLBEAGHE A TnS 55811 FC440 18 B (0 T W T-HE 0
L, RGO IR T K 51, B, 28 °C
K% 48 h, FEHL 2 4~ 96 LA, 1A 140 uL 75 Amp
Fl Kan 1) NB 855558, FHAUBE TR A3 Sk B e
W 96 FLARFE RS 21 3 SN L (IR AR, e
FERT LB, 28 °C 5577 48 h. REliFRoE T,
16 384 fLBHEA 60 uL %4 Amp F1 Kan ) NB
Bigpds, FNWTH ik 96 FLbh il %
2 384 fLAk, FHUELC/INCIIRGERIE /K5, B,
28 °C ¥55% 48 h, I AL TR 384 fLikh & A
EMWENE R LB ESHE 1.25 mmol/L M
2.5 mmol/L CuSOy4 i KMB ¥4 |-,28 °C H55% 48 h,
BT T ARG o R R A PR AR A AR I ]
DU 24 R A AT 1 o

1.2.2  cusB EE I PCR ¥ 18 F0 52 f# : AR P& GenBank
BN Acidovorax citrulli AACO00-1 2 3ER4H
FEHTT 14 MF . MR (3% D)3 14 cusB 7B, PCR
P K Z AN . 5xPrimer STAR™ buffer (Mg®")
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4 uL, 2.5 mmol/L dNTPs 1.6 uL, MF (30 umol/L)
1.0 pL, MR (30 pmol/L) 1.0 puL, FC440 DNA
(0.03 mg/L) 1.0 pL, Primer STAR™ HS DNA
polymerase (2.5 U/L) 0.2 uL., ddH,O 11.2 pL, PCR
PHEZME: 95°C S min; 98°C 10s, 68 °C 2 min,
4 30 MEFF; 72 °C 5 min, ¥ PCR F#ylaliiatifk
J5 5 pMD19-T i%# , i LA E. coli DH10B,
£ LB+Amp 1)Vl b B2 5, $EBUsTR RG]
WAEFEI Y o B BamH 1 1 Xba 1 XUEFY) & 41 F 13
IKEAR pHC60, W HEHIE L pHC60-cusB, A
AL E. coli S17-1 1852 25, #2384 pHC60-cusB,
PEEUTCRL, WUEETIERIIE

123 EiEKRBEE: &5 2800 E 08K
pHC60-cusB F| HXGE A J7 K BURL il A\ 2848
&, 78 KMB+Amp+Kan+Tet [°F-Hr ik, JEm
FiE ) S VY N PR A 5 |9 AAC-1 Fil AAC-2
(G DPIRHIE

124 AR EMNE: FHFIUEK FC40 .
FC440-pHC60 . AcusB. AcusB+cusB IHifeii3EI5 ,
J NB il 45 H2M ODeoo 4 0.18, HUAEK 0.5 pL
HAEE A 1.25 mmol/L 8{# 2.5 mmol/L CuSO4 i
KMB FAHz | (7 30 mg/L Amp), & T 28 °C §i 5%
48 h, [FEFEME W AW T 1.25 mmol/L Hl
2.5 mmol/L (1) CuSO, ) NB 15373, 28 °C 220 r/min
B35, BFRET0 h)T 600 nm P FAMMOGE
BEJ5 R 2 h R — O FE SO A . AT AH
o7 R ) NB WA Ay 38 T R e P8 Al i i
TR,

125 PESNAFHEERNE: R EK FC440 .,
FC440-pHC60 ., AcusB. AcusB+cusB IR i385,
Fii B2 ODgop=0.5, B 2 L FEFh T 54 0.5%5R I 5
4R (CMC)Y KMB AR [, #+# 10 min, 28 °C
K35 48 h, TESPAREAIA 20 mL 19 0.1%KISR2T %t
8 30 min, ZKIEVE 2 K, I FOBCRVR R LK A
175 WV 1) A5 T BRI W ek 1) i b 2T 4 2= Tilg
225, 1 mol/L ) NaCl 20 mL {4 2 ¥k, AKX

20 min, BEFPAELFHERMMANE, O R TH
PRVE A KA K JE DR i — A~ B PR . BB S
3 YQL'\[Q]O

126 H RN E: 75 W R B FC440 |
FC440-pHC60., AcusB. AcusB+cusB JH NB A L:
F4L 28 °C, 180 r/min TRIHIEFE EWILEE N 1.0,
1:100 A4 EL B BB VI S mL et 974 NB 55
FREH, FIRFE 7 d, A 0.1%45 MR R A
500 pL, 20 min J&5 FHZEIB/K M v, S04,
Ho H 95%LBEEBEAEYINE, 16 575 nm B TR
g SeRE, AR~abEE R 3 w0,

127 MEIINEBENE: 7l FHK FC440 .
FC440-pHC60, AcusB. AcusB+cusB iR EF )5,
Wi ZE ODgoo=0.5, B2 pL #F 54 1%Bil53.
KMB VA |, % 10 min, 28 °C 557 48 h, ML
BRI, BB EE 3 R,

1.2.8 BaSNZ ¥EM ZE: K 1F I AR FC440 |
FC440-pHC60, AcusB. AcusB+cusB | NB }i3E5k
28 °C. 180 r/min JE %535 E ODgoo N 1.0, WZHL
20 mL &, 12 000 r/min &5.0» 10 min, $ L35
BERICEERWEL.OE T, DIHEIZHE A 40 mL
VKB, 12 000 r/min &5.0> 2 min, 37 °C #tF3-5d,
Fri PR EPS T, A MbHER 3 %k,
1.2.9  BUFRME R T GUEIRSE &R - FFIU R A FC440
FC440-pHC60, AcusB. AcusB+cusB i EF)A,
K28R FBEE ODgoo=0.5, R TR 3545
28 °C 4K 6 d N0t |, AR 20puL, 5d
JE BB /N, AR HE S 3 Wk, R AL B
WHIFRFEE ODeoo A 0.5 TR SHIE -, 45
12-48 h W& A5 JC HR RN 2k . TeRKAVEZS
Xof LRI

2 HR540H
2.1 cusB EERTIRE &

X FC440 Tn5 % J8 ¥4 A 155 748 5 28 (K 5 1
2 100 NRARRIEAT T USRI 2), Hbfy
7 AN BT B T R0UER, RORAEYE S 1.25 mmol/L
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%2 FC440 K Tn5 ¥FETFRTHEKEAS RS FREEFTE LRYSUR N

Table 2 FC440 and Tn5 transposon mutant strain sensitivity detection based on cultured in

different concentration of copper ion

Tk Strains

1.25 mmol/L CuSOy4

2.5 mmol/L CuSOy4

FC440 _
08-3-12-40 A=
08-4-15-5 A=A
08-4-16-20 ++
08-3-12-27 4
08-4-16-48 +
08-9-8-15 +++
08-10-13-11 ++
08-10-13-27 +
08-9-7-56 +
08-10-13-94 i
08-5-23-224 THHEE
08-11-18-1 THHEE
08-11-8-16 +
10-7-29-64 THHEE
08-9-10-2 +
08-4-16-47 +
08-3-19-12 ++
08-10-13-10 e
08-10-13-43 ++

Other strains =

-+

+++

+++

++

++

++

+++

+++

+++

++

+++

++

-+

TE: = XPHIAEUEG +: XPHEREEEG ++ WHREUE; e X R AU

Note: —: Not sensitive to copper; +: Sensitive to copper slightly; ++: More sensitive to copper; +++: Sensitive to copper seriously.

CuSOy I KMB A A& 534N 12 ik
TR EE BT PR 55 o 2830 v s & B
TnS ¥ VEFAGRLE cusB JEH 1) 129 bp L7 EAN(E 1),
TR RIE A, B HEDIRE S, NEEIE
BEEL MFP 8511, RER LB AR FC440
XA ROTTE I B, IEH T cusB FERFETENE
FR T Y RND AMIFSE b B 2R
2.2 cusB EFER) PCR ¥ &0 E

DAVE I 2 o B 2R U TR bR FC440 19 58 K 41
DNA Jy#iiti, it PCR #7152 1 231 bp Y DNA
HB (B 2), ¥H A5 %4 T pMD19-T, #4

WA ARG RS2 S 4 A DH10B, 1531 4k
T, BEHLIEEHL 3 ASEIb AR A /Y, 5
ZE 0L DNAMAN JEF7HXT, S5 Ry 3 5 Br S
NCBI H 75 IR AACO00-1 1 [ PR 5L AR B
99.66% , ZEEFRITHIAHINER 99.75% , 4 H -4
W £ ZE NCBI, 448 cusB, 4% GenBank & 5%
54 KP334122,
2.3 EiMNEMRRYIGIE

PREIBCH AR 0 TR, 308 3 UL 6 =R 2 o
K& 3), 1 BRI 1 5 A B AR A P NS
PR A ST 1) AAC-1, AAC-2 KAIF/S 3 T ANEBR
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cusB

//‘\\
\

Tn5

1 REERBAEE B EE

Figure 1 Organization of insertion gene of mutant

bp MarkerIII 1 2

4500 —
3000 —

2000 —

1200 —
800 —

500 —

300 —

2 B8R ERRYYIERIKE
Figure 2 Amplification of target fragments
Note: 1, 2: cusB gene.

bp
15000 5K Marker 1 2

1
10 000 \

N
8500 —
7 000
5000 —

2500 —

1000 —

250 —

3 WEGYIIGIESE LA Bk ARk E
Figure 3 Enzyme digestion of pHC60-cusB
Note: 1, 2: pHC60-cusB.

1 000 —

500 —
400 —

300 —

200 —
100 —

4 A citrulli ¥ 31E514) PCR ¥ 1845 R
Figure 4 The PCR production of AAC-1/AAC-2
Note: 1: FC440; 2: FC440-pHC60; 3: AcusB 4: AcusB+cusB.

HPERETRE (K 4).
24 MEMEREYNE

STEFAE RIE Bk FC440, FC440-pHC60, Z87%
R AcusB UL ) DIRE H AN Ak Acus B+cusB )i IR 5
BRORRAE HEATAGIN DA T X PR TR B B i 1 T
VLB TRI LA SY, SCORZE KM £ 48h )5,
RAMEBLE S/ 1.25 mmol/L FT 2.5 mmol/L CuSO,
) KMB L&A K, U0 %2 KX+
1.25 mmol/L Fl 2.5 mmol/L CuSO4#JEH, 7F
&4 1.25 mmol/L F 2.5 mmol/L CuSO, ) NB ¥k
Figeskrh, B2 h A I—IRAE 600 nm BT HIOE
{H, SHPAAHE, 22573880 52K (P<0.05) (B 5).
2.5 BasheFHERERIEN

mE 6A iR, TEEH 5% CMC ) KMB “FAi
I, RAFIK AcusB ., PRI FC440, FC440-pHC60
HANFR AcusB+cusB HBRETE IR ¥ i [l A= il a7 FH
Rl g A B ) B O LA T4 o ) TG
FHEF(P>0.05), VLA cusB I Y IIRE 5 AT 4k
R EFHIETETC G
2.6 FESMEA BRI

FES A R FLA KMB R L, 287514 AcusB
Bf 2 B FC440, FC440-pHC60. H #b I #k

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



XA P4NEMRE RND HHZKBEIMIEEIEIE cusB FERTUHDIRENTFE 103

o)

8.00
7.00

AR
The relative growth rate

0.00

w)

AR A R
The relative growth rate

6.00
5.00 b
4.00 |
3.00 b
2.00 |
1.00 |

FC440
AcusB+cusB
» AcusB

FC440-pHC60

4 8
150 8] Incubation time (h)

FC440
AcusB+cusB
B AcusB

FC440-pHC60

4 8
15 7% ] Incubation time (h)

5 EHMESARIRERERENEKIFR
Figure 5 The cupric sulphate sensitivity of strains
F: A, B: 1.25 mmol/L CuSO4 ¥k T VA 7E KMB R FR 3 NB B LA E K& DL ; C, D: 2.5 mmol/L CuSO, ¥k T ¥4 /E KMB
REFRILAN NB B3 KA BL. 1-4: MKUCE: FC440., AcusB. AcusB+cusB. FC440-pHC60.
Note: A, B: The growth of colonies in 1.25 mmol/L CuSO4 concentration; C, D: The growth of colonies in 2.5 mmol/L CuSO4 concentration.

1—4: FC440, AcusB, AcusB+cusB, FC440-pHC60.

AcusB+cusB HBRETE b V% 5 il A= i PR FE (5] 6B),
) k375 BH B 1Y) B AR O LA T Ge 24 4 BT e e i 2
ZE5(P>0.05), ULBH AR (A T MR B 531
AT R
2.7 Rash & ¥ERYINE

E 6C firs, EAE XN PR ASR AcusB
FPA: %1 FC440, FC440-pHC60., HAME R AcusB+
cusB (WA HERI , 45K . TANARRA AT
22 W50 Wb it R 58 S R RN AR L 2 [A] A W e vk Oy
BrEA B 22 7(P<0.05), UiBH cusB FER B
FIREXT LA WH 53 = S
2.8 YRR

il SR, [ 6E RS a8 S
S —EgamE, RGEYRNEE, K

6D. E iR, SIS Mg A8k AcusB 5
PR FCA40 22 8] 2257 .35 (P<0.05), Uil cusB F
PRI T RE AT e 5 70 IVE R TR 1 AR PRI LA O
2.9 BUFEMR IR

HE R DU R L BT A A TR0 1, B2
it 5 d JF g AR B BL(E TA), 5EFAER FC440 A
o, RARMBURHETHE 25, £ cusB HH
SERHECRAEY) . AR BAEYREE I
PESRIE SO 72 45 R R (1] 7B) : IR R4 RE &
Az s PR SRBE I N, , B A TR N 2R AR A 2 ) TG I
%5
3 &G

PN E R & (Acidovorax  citrulli)f= 44 F BHE
Yo R A — T E R B —— NS4 T
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0.008 0

0.006 0

0.004 0

0.002 0

EZ ViRl
The production of EPS (g/20 mL)

0.000 0

E
0.200 ¢

0.150

0.0100

T
5 \)& P “& Q;Obg
o N
> X
Rk Strains
T
I 1
T
1

FC440

6 BRI WEIHRI

AcusB AcusB+cusB FC440-pHC60
Hitk Strains

Figure 6 The examination of extracellular secretion

W A MEAMTAEZRBERN; B: MEAME BRI ; C: JEAPZHERYIE ; D, E: MBI, 1-4: fKIKJE FC440., AcusB . AcusB+cusB .

FC440-pHC60.

Note: A: Extracellular cellulose test; B: Extracellular protease test; C: Extracellular polysaccharide production test; D, E: Biofilm formation

test. 1—4: FC440, AcusB, AcusB+cusB, FC440-pHC60.

B 7 T ERBIER IR RER L st

Figure 7 Pathogenicity test in cucumber cotyledon and hypersensitive reaction test on tobacco
W A: L KA ABAPERT IR 2. BpAR I FC440 1 M BRMEXTIR; 3. FC440-pHC60; 4: KD AcusB; 5: HAMEHK AcusB+cusB.
B: 1. Ff4:% FC440; 2: FC440-pHC60; 3: 745K AcusB; 4. HAMERK AcusB+cusB.

Note: A: 1: Water sprayed (negative control); 2: Wild type FC440 (positive control); 3: FC440-pHC60; 4: Mutant strain AcusB; 5:
Complementary strain AcusB+cusB. B: 1: Wild type FC440; 2: FC440-pHC60; 3: Mutant strain AcusB; 4: Complementary strain

AcusB+cusB.
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PE S BE% (Bacterial fruit blotch, BFB), i%05& O 7F
TS AL, X b TR ™ B 1 28 55 40
Ko AN E R R T LB ot R, H
S MR et v i A A T 7 A A A Y, AR
X—FEPE, AR 20 TN 40 TR 1
FRIBG, HE BT, A5 P TR R TR 1Y) ] Uk
PEH RS, R, WF58I200 A AR e i AL A5
JEREE,

A SO FHSE 8 3 AR AP I S AE AR AcusB, TRYE
E A TS INE TR 1/ A S A e o et 5 149, R
WEEZAE T AR T IR B AR R AcusB+cusB,
R R IA] 2 | 1) 28 S i H D RE ol AN []
CuSO4 WRFEAMF N RN A& B : #£ 1.25 mmol/L Fil
2.5 mmol/L CuSOy i KMB ~“F-# I, RAMKAHEK
MR RIS, AREIER AR, SEARMIER
Wi, DR cusB JER M ZASFHI T Cu® IIE R
SRR, BRI IE R AR, TETIREE AR
J&, AR IR T34, FEY D G AR
A FAEH L 23 I Z R BUR 1, Filan: Mok
YR R o
IR 4, e AN I RGBSR AR
SR WA AR WO 15 B A AR [ 22 S B 3
AR R A A S B AP ER], HA T as T
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