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Abstract: [Objective] To express and purify the regulator protein Sigma K (o) from Bacillus
thuringiensis HD73 in Escherichia coli. [Methods] The ORF (open reading frame) of the sigK gene
was amplified by PCR from Bt strain HD73, and then cloned into the vector pET21b to generate
pETsigK. The pETsigK was transformed into BL21(DE3). The SDS-PAGE, nickel column affinity
purification, Q-Sepharose fast flow column purification and electrophoretic mobility shift assay
(EMSA) experiments were carried out to analyze the purity and binding activity of His-Sigma K with
crylAc gene controlled by Sigma K in vitro. [Results] The 27 kD His-Sigma K was expressed. EMSA
results showed that the His-Sigma K could bind to the promoter of crylAc gene, which is controlled by
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Sigma K. [Conclusion] The His-Sigma K protein was successfully expressed and purified. The purified
His-Sigma K could bind to Sigma K-controlled promoter.

Keywords: Bacillus thuringiensis, Sigma K protein, Biological activity, Transcriptional regulation
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K RE XA RIS N AR R 2F
JHL A TR A TR R —— A 2 M AT R (Bacillus
subtilis , BS)TEZE MU WG A% s o 305 6 4~AS
Y o TR o (EFAKIDAI 6", 6" 6", o7
o CRMIE BN, WIS 2E MU A 26 30
T, AR A A ) LA e Rk
TEE TR K], JER MR R T i o™ 4y
RNA RAMAE, o FERRBTE BUATA B s o,
UMK EASERT, o FI o 43 BITERT 2E 2 Fl
BRI AR IR L A %, BEJE BE 0O A 6 AR
R 6" L 2 S SO A i A S R IR T
o FEAN R ZEMUFF B P e 71 AN ST Y
111 AR EE SRR, I DNA 256 M GerE 940
3L gerE™ 5 DPA & B 247 YL spoVA
Fil spoVK™ S, ZEMLEATH Y spoVD HEH L) I
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1.1 ##

1.1.1 B BRRFIEFRE . LI bk 5 i
FLOLER 1. KBTI (Escherichia coli)fE LB i 3%
H (L, BEEA 10, BERHEEW) 5, &1k 10,
pH 7.2) 37 °C. 220 r/min &M 155 ot
FFEE7E SSMUSHE 5L 30 °C, 220 t/min B35, &
THFHE(Amp): 100 mg/L,

112 FERFIRANEE: SARBENDIM . T4
DNA 4% . PrimerStar HS DNA H &4 0%
AW TARRCORIE ) A R A i ; DNA Marker | 2xTag
Mix S8 A Jb st AR kR A RA R ki
Bk DNA 5350 & TR E Axygen 2wl
CP750 75 I A M e U T 26 & Cole-Parmer 2y
7i]; 11 Low Range Marker Il [ 368K G H/RBHE
) A B A F B E R 2 T A 3K} (Chelating
sepharose fast flow) 4 H 32 E GE /A #); Poly
(dI:dC)(dI:dC) [Poly (ethylene glycol)
di-(4-hydroxyphenyl)diphenylphosphine] ) H I ¥}
Sigma AFl; EFRRGHEFIL R BEEAYHEAS
FRITIE/AH] ; Gel Shift Assay Systems 4 Promega /v
LR T P = N A X 8 W 1 7 M -y M A S
s el a7 o

1.2 Sigma K EHM T ERIE

1.2.1 FiE34i&it5 PCR #18: RIS GenBank
w1 Bt HD73 B ¥k (GenBank & 5% 5. CP004069)F)
sigk (HD73_4645)3L 351 J2 pET21b Bk 1]
P T Y1 sigk FE P ORF W51 4%t sigK-F
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Table 1 Strains and plasmids

TR BAL FHIE IR
Strains and plasmids Characterization Resource

E. coli TG1 A(lac-proAB) supE thi hsd-5 (F' traD36 proA™ proB” lacl* lacZAM15) This lab
BL21(DE3) E. coli B, F, dem, ompT hsdS(rB-mB-), gal, A(DE3) [17]
BL21(pETsigk) BL21(DE3) with pETsigK plasmid This study
BLpET BL21 strain carrying pET21b This lab
HD73 Bacillus thuringiensis strain carrying crylAc gene This lab
pET21b Expressional vector, Amp', 5.4 kb This lab
pETsigKk pET21b containing sigK gene, Amp' This study

(5'-CGGATCCGTTGAGTCTATTCGCCGCAATTG
G-3")#l1 sigk-R (5'-GTCGACCTCTTTCGCTTTTTT

CTCTTTCTC-3"), Jf:LA HD73 JEHIZH Jhsibie 3™ 14 1
b s 45 R 7 Sigma K Y sigK JE R Y ORF X,
20 uL /K% : PrimerStar HS DNA B4 i(2x) 10 L,
3149 sigK-F/sigk-R (10 pmol/L)%& 1 uL, HiHz(Z
280 mg/L) 1 uL, FHAR4EKENE 20 uL, § BG40
94 °C 5 min; 94 °C 1 min, 54 °C 1 min, 72 °C 1 min,
330 AMIEFR; 72 °C 5 min, 51404 A BfEA: T A
/MW NI
1.2.2 PCR FE¥ AR BRG] 5 % T ToR 2
A G E R BLpET HH & HUTTRL pET21b, 43 H]
BamH 1 1 Sal 1 %t pET21b F4lifb)5 iy PCR ;=45
TIWEY] . BEUMARZRATT . BokifHE) DNA Bt
3512 15 ul (29 100 mg/L), BamH 1 Fl Sal 14%
2.5 uL, 10xBuffer T 15 pL, #MiN2<88 1K 2 SR
100 pL, 37 °C [ 2 ho, BEYI™#H PCR = ¥)2lifk
A& R

1464k 5 %) pET21b 5 PCR PEibfTidi% .
PCR ¥ 4lifb. ;=4 7 uL Al pET21b ) 2l {1k ;=4
3 uL (100 ng), SolutionI 10 pL, 16 °C %#% 4 h,
1.2.3 FEEEYIRIEEL: B 100 L TG1 B3z 2540
JIA 10 pL 3EBAR R, VKA 30 min J5 T 42 °C #4
i 90 s SEEMEVK b, fEME TAEG HmA
800 pL A LB B537%E, 37 °C. 220 r/min J5 7540
1 h, B 200 pL ¥ A0 T2 N H 8 EN LB 7

Mz b, 37°C IR ATk

124 HETEMETE: PAEGEEAHERET 1.5 mL
BLLE T, A 50 uL oA E K, 100 °C /EH
10 min, 12 000 r/min &5.0> 1 min, Fi_FiEERSAR,
D) sigK-FlsigK-R H5|4%F PCR § 8% %, BHYET
RER] ILK/NZ R 714 bp (254 . ¥ PCR % FHE
SERER IS BRI R B B A FR A w1
WOF 5l % Kk pET21b i@ JH Bl W T7
(5-TAATACGACTCACTATAGGG-3")Fl T7t (5'-GC
TAGTTATTGCTCAGCGG-3"), #EHUTElE H BL %
AR BAPE TE R A TR IR] 1.2.3 7 A BL21(DE3)
HfS 3 E 4 bk BL21(pETsigK).

125 Sigma K EAMFIE: KH 2 BL21
(pETsigK) B FHEZFIGLT 5 mL LB 553230l
W R RIE 1%55 8T 300 mL A 100 mg/L &%
HREMHEE LB £5353 0, 37 °C. 220 r/min $53%
% ODgy=0.5-0.6, MALKHKE R 0.5 mmol/L )
IPTG, 18 °C. 150 r/min /5% 12 h, 8 000 r/min &
Ly 15 min YAEE A, FH 30 mL pH 8.0 %) 50 mmol
Tris-HCl 27 AR, B2k B
FARERRASGIEA THRB AR A . 1/2 $R3K7E 600 W )%
TR 6 min (BEFRIIR: 40%, MR 3s, B
5'5), 12 000 r/min B5.C> 10 min 435 -5 MTTTE T
SDS-PAGE (12%)HL ik kil , %215 S 40T
Sigma K BYZRIAME .

1.2.6 His-Sigma K EHBI&4E1L: B 2 mL #LEHZ2
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MrFEHURIRE A ZHTRE, F S ARG AR 4l /K i vk
EHTEE; A 2 f5AEEFR 0.1 mol/L NiSO,, HF
WA ATIRAT, SSIEEE 20 min, P 3-5 A
FRARBAE K PERE T A S R RERAR R AT 22 il
(20 mmol/L Tris-HCI pH 8.5, 0.5 mol/L NaCl,
20 mmol/L WKME)F-Ai#: T, ¥ Sigma K £ _FifH
R, SRR FERES BoEE, TS AR
TR T2 PR e 2B T S AR A R
ZZ0 1 (20 mmol/L Tris-HCI pH 8.5, 0.5 mol/L
NaCl, 250 mmol/L BRMEYERE T H i3 F I (5
1 mL W HE 1) HT S A AR AR R 8 0 22 vl i 2
(20 mmol/L Tris-HCI pH 8.5, 0.5 mol/L NaCl,
1 mol/L BKMEBEIE T A2 H 5 AP RS il
(2 mol/L NaCl, 1 mol/L NaCl, 70%Z. )17k ;
T A4 22 #hi# (0.5 mol/L NaCl, 0.05 mol/L EDTA,
0.5 mol/L NaCly¥ 2ttt #/k:; SDS-PAGE il
R RMEARES . aifkrE AR pH 8.0
Tris-HCl #1758
1.2.7 His-Sigma K ERHIAEFRIEBEHAEL:
H AKTA avant 25 85 IR A8 RGN 2ot B 2R
FZMralifb I B2 Sigma K HE TR T
SR M LAY ¥ pH 8.0 Tris-HC1 22 ik ] 0.22 pm
DEMEE , 3 AR 20% LD 5 AR
7K 135t Q-Sepharose Fast Flow column, F 8 £
TR pH 8.0 Tris-HCI P A+, FFFE 21 5 LA
1 mL/min B3R BAE, BARSS RS T 2 MAEARFRR
P R, YRR A RN A
FH NaCl (0—1 mol/L)Wefii G2 il e rEpe/ii , WeHkEmk
JEAEAE 260-280 nm Z [AIfYZFE [, SDS-PAGE £l
gl
1.3 EBRIBEE

PLFh =4 2R AT HD73 A, A A FAM
(BRI ER)W LW 3l Y caylde-FAMSE
(5'-GGAATGCATTCATTGATGTTCGG-3")Fll crylAc-
FAMr (5-CGGAATACAAACCCTTAATGC-3")4/" 1
crylAc R8T PerylAco 4libJE RIS sh F1EIK
RS54k Sigma K AL 20 uL VAR ZR

10x454 )W 2 ul, Poly (dI:dC) 2 pL (500 mg/L),
Sigma K f5H 2-14 pL, XGEKAMNERE), FiRFH
BN 20 min, SRIEHIA 2 uL WA FAM #rici
PerylAc 1R%), ZRFHE R 20 min, KWV = HI7E
160 V HLE, 4 °C 4 N iE1T(5%) AR M A .

H 9¢ 6 8 IR 1% & 4 (& + 22\l FLA Imager
FLA-5100) %} A8 PR e i AT 448 . 40 51428 -

Laser: 473 nm, HLJE: 900V, Filter: 526-000/01,

2 HR54W
21 BRREBERREFEE

sigk FE Y ORF X 2K 28 714 bp, FIH PCR
(Y1, P2 1% B IR A Rk 48
JE , TE 500-750 bp AbA — 255 H I R BOR/IMEFF Y
ZH7 (B 1), $2H pETsigk B4 ORI 7RI E
SES RIS AL A R P4 (B 1) o FA TR
M BRti AR sigk JEF A BS GenBank (&3¢
51 CP004069) B T HI R /N—3, &M
H—2H: R 100%.
2.2 Sigma K EHBIFRIE

I T B 1 B 1 o B R R A T AR 1 ik . A
Ftk BL21(pETsigK)% IPTG 55 2 h o, FHI#E A

N
o
&
bp bp
000
0 000X
7 500—
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1 000—
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1 sigk EF A PCR ¥ #FAE L AL pET21b-sigK &)
EEtN&E

Figure 1 Electrophoresis results of PCR amplification of
sigK fragment and restriction analysis of recombinant
plasmid pET21b-sigk

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



WS Jh o4 2F AT Sigma K 78 KIAT B h B k5 4l 73

e R Sigma K 8 o X B R 2 A 4 47
SDS-PAGE 731, 455 7~ 5 4 BRI TRV 0 i 1k
FUR AT ML 43 T AR 07 B i 29 kD Ab H B
YAk, SR His-Sigma K Bi& & AR E
IR (LA 620 2 kD), HAlEtEEARSERE T
FIVAPERR 1 o 1728 BUA I AL I TR RIS TR S 2%t
LA 2),
2.3 Sigma K ZHBI4EL

B ULSER) His-Sigma K M A Fig#E
Ni* G Be i e f2lifl )5, 75209 His-Sigma K
B A LM E TN E 2R 0.5 g/L. H
50 mmol 1) pH 8.0 Tris-HC1i&E#H7)5 15 2 His-Sigma K
H 1T SDS-PAGE HLIK (] 3A) . X1 T 5 1Y 8 1
i S A Z Ak, I 1 mol/L NaCl i##47
MEVENE, SDS-PAGE 4553 0] LI H i 8 14l
B, s FEIK/NE(E 3B),
2.4 Sigma K EANEEEME

A FAM 53 19 51 ¥ X crylAc-FAML/
crylAc-FAMr 4§88 cryldc ATG Ll 236 bp 4bF
ATG i 32 bp Z 0] 268 bp 1 A BL 5 4li fk
His-Sigma K fEFRINE G WK 4 FR, BERIIR
2% ARG H i DNA, H i DNA 2K
A DNA S5 A5G0, A R EWRE R,

&éxor}o &éx%@
IR & N
{b‘@& Q)\)Q Q)\/ Q,\/ Q)\/
kb ¥ Insoluble Soluble
116.0 —
662 — .
45.0 — - -—
35.0 — S e e
~— ~—
25.0—
18.4—
144

2 His-Sigma K EHMERIA
Figure 2 Expression of His-Sigma K protein

JEHH HH DNA R ik RO, LR HR R
Wi, Ui His-Sigma K ZE AT L eryldc JRshT

e

3 st
FIFH R AT 8 19 BL21(DE3) 335 R4 T 51k
Jralifb 795 =4 ZF MA@ HD73 1Y Sigma K 2

B3 $R4E4{LAY His-Sigma K EHA)MAE F ikt
441k, His-Sigma K ZE H(B)

Figure 3 His-Sigma K protein purification by nickel
column (A) and His-Sigma K protein purification by
Q-Sepharose fast flow column (B)

1 2 3 4 5

His-Sigma K
0 15 30 45 60 (mg/L)

< His-Sigma K-P
complexes

5 o e cryldc

‘eyuinad?

% Pm 14c (236 bp)
e it < (I%mg/L)

4 SigmaK EHBS cryldc B FRLEE

Figure 4 Sigma K protein binding to the promoter of
crylAc

e BB LI A FFRICHY Peryrae 8 BT SUREEZ W 1Y
His-Sigma K HH%54. 1: AN His-Sigma K HH; 2-5:
His-Sigma K 2 IS0 15, 30, 45, 60 mg/L.

Note: EMSA using labeled P4 and increasing concentrations of
His-Sigma K. 1: Lacked His-Sigma K; 2—5: Contained 15, 30, 45,
60 mg/L His-Sigma K.
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