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The pioneers on emerging infectious diseases research in China
——Written in commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of Microbiology China

ZHANG Jian-Zhong

(National Institute for Communicable Disease Control and Prevention Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
Beijing 102206, China)

Abstract: Since the early 1970s, a lot of emerging infectious diseases (EID) have appeared in the
world, including more than 45 very serious EIDs. At least three teams won the Nobel prizes in physi-
ology or medicine due to the discovery of relevant pathogens. Whether in the period of “Cultural
Revolution”, or in the rapid development period of China, there were always a number of scientists
fighting in the first line of infectious diseases prevention and control. These pioneers always try to
track the latest developments of EIDs in the world, and engaged in EIDs surveillance and pathogens
confirmation. Just in time to congratulate the 40th Anniversary of Microbiology China, a preliminary
review and brief comments were done on these pioneering work in this period. Their crucial contri-
butions to Chinese medicine will go down in history, and will also inspire generations of microbiol-
ogy and medical workers in China.
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Table 1 The list of EIDs and related pathogens found in the last 40 years and the China’s first detected cases
S sS ESprsptii?
WAL R4, s S A

A wmayy  OARIAERER HAR ik
Pathogens & Year Discoverer (?fp at‘hogens Pathogens discoverer Note
Name of EIDs and nationality S .
and the time in China

23 J 25 7E3 1972 Dekeyser PAE(HLAIRH™M ] T2 2245198 1)
Campylobacter jejuni
LI INTSE a5 1973 Bishop R. F.45 (IR KA P54 (1984) B LA EACKE B
Rotavirus DA LR AR T I IR I
AU S 7 FH BRI 1973 Feinstone S. M) BITHA%(1979)° W51 i 1988 4F H T
HAV Kfr”
BB R I RE 1974 Thorsteinsson S. B.A5(Wk  BEEFE (P EA
Vibrio vulnificus ) #)(1986)"
4/ HE B19 fEyetkerss B 1974 Cossart Y. EZE@EEN  E4 =199
HPVB19 REfE A M ERT

I, KR
SR PR 1 3 1976 Emond R. T @) @
Ebola virus
/N T SYEREYEE 1976 Nime F. A S (SERE) A (1987)1
Cryptosporidium par- V&
vum
PUYET: HtV B L5 AAE H i 1977  ZeE(Kim K. H)ZE@E KT, “ER, vk

#, @)[151 %(1982)[16-18]

THF AR HDV T EJF4% 1977 Rizzetto MG KA 4 (1983)2”
W il 2 A ZE 5% 1977 McDade J. EAF(EE)PY FEBEI%
Legionella pneumophila (1982)%2
FERER(TSST-D4# itk v 1978 Todd J.5 (3 [E)) FARAEZ(1990)24
(k) AAIE(TSS)

Toxigenic (TSST-1)

Staphylococcus aureus

AR T4 RE T RO T ik 4 1980  Gallo R. C.Z5: (=) L)% % (1983)0
%l HTLV-1 i 9 2L 3

AE T #REAINAEE B4 % 1982 Kalyanarman (H 42)%") 2L 55 %5(1983)1
I1 7 HTLV-II

KIGFFE 0157:H7  HiitEm & 1982 CDC () FOR 4 (1986))
Escherichia coli
O157:H7
1A PR I e A Sl 1982 Burgdorfer WAF(GE )" WIRZE%5(1986)""
Borrelia burgdorferi
I aE BB v -HE I 1982 gu3AF| A 74 (Stanley  HEFEE(1999)° SAHF A B A 1997 4
Prion W IR B. Prusiner) (3 )" AR DR AR B2 B R 24
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tophilum
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Note: *: As the first discoverer; #: As team member(s) of discoverers; @: Not found in China yet; ¥<: See description in text.
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