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Abstract: Monascus spp., one of the important microbial resources both for food and medicine
in China, can produce kinds of useful secondary metabolites, such as the natural food additive
Monascus pigments, the cholesterol-lowering substance monacolin K and so on. Meanwhile,
this genus also has the ability to secrete the mycotoxin citrinin, causing a safety risk to
Monascus-related products. Therefore, how to promote the production of the useful metabo-
lites and eliminate the production of citrinin has become a hot topic. Over the past decade, with
the development and application of molecular biological approaches in Monascus spp., great
efforts have been made to explore the basical knowledge about biosynthesis of secondary me-
tabolites, and many genes involved in biosynthesis of Monascus pigments, monacolin K and
citrinin have been identified and characterized. The latest achievements were summarized in this
paper, in the purpose of providing potential approaches to manipulate and improve industrial

Monascus strains efficiently.
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Fig. 1 Chemical structure of pigments, monacolin K
and citrinin from Monascus spp.
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Hrp, gtz E2—-MEG6OR, mE. #. 4
TRESFARIIE A AL, FEAE 2 FiEE
%% — 41 B % (Rubropunctatin) F1 £ fif 41 %
(Monascorubrin), 2 Fl # 4 & — 21 i &
(Monascin) FIZL il 25 2% (Akaflavin), LI 2 Fpel(,
% —— 41 BF iz (Rubropunctamine) 1 £ iy 21 i
(Monascorubramine)®

W7 £, £0hi a2 . Monacolin K filfE 8 &
X =AU e A BGE AR T R I 2 AR LY,
#IESELh Lt CoA RN Ik CoA MK MIiHA T4k
A8 WA, ZERE A T AEIAR
WS, HEA, LU X Sy B & ss e,
B A 2R ER A ik, HEe T KEUL
MR, H A BT IR ANTERE
11 HBRMEER

gLt R A & RGER FAE 1963 Faify
B, — Oy HE AR (1) 14T LB
CoA 1 5 /- F Nt CoA 7 | ARG
(Polyketide synthase, PKS) 4 fi fk T 4= it & il
(Hexaketide) 4= (. 141; (2) C A @ H 508 &
BGEAR AR TP EEIR IR, W-ERE R, K4
FemRAL SN AR it R (3) AR A L
AR, (4) BOER SRR LA RN A
grEM,

1999 4F, Hajjaj 25t [7] 1 2 PC ARt
fRsh, R °C NMR B EFRICHITE S AT
T SR, XS RE R AR R AR T TR
W, WO R R ARG B S a i @RI
— iR, WIEBIH 1 5F Lk CoA R 341N
Bt CoA 1E PKS HUMEALAE I T 485 52 4 5 FAE
I 1% U B A4 (Tetraketide), B 405 W6 45842,
— SRR YR SE 5 2. CoA 4idy, it AL . 45
G R, HESE, @R, AR RBKEZAS
IR LIV IS TR, 75— SRR UR S 58
CoA 4ify, e Rz myrhim =4y, S5 L0t
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RITIG PR32 1 FH A e A [ 2 gy 2 — 1o
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Fig. 2 The proposed biosynthetic pathway of Monascus
pigments and citrinin in Monascus spp.
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Fig. 3 The biosynthetic pathway of monacolin K
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BRI HRAMTT A BURFEARRL

2 ZLEM B IR AR Y B B R 2
ES[iS T
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FAEH MY LR

2L M= AR L (4% . Monacolin K i
B 2 ohJE T REZER AR, 2R Y
B RGER PG ) PKSP, T PKS Hiff
T ZAMRESF AR, Rk, 2r i v A AR
Y16 AR SCAS P BE R A T b, BEAS 2 I PKS B2
Fih. Har, S5EEZR A Monacolin K A BUHHSE
) PKS &, LKA R ) 35 PR A% C A #GE o 164,
TEFEH AL, XFerh & . Monacolin K FIfs & &
A A A B ARG S S E A
PRIt A7 4
21 HEEZREMIEX PKS ERE %

2005 4E, Shimizu ZEMEHE B PKS 1 KS
AT S5FSRF X RIIE5 19, B Dt
AL (5,21 1 B (M. purpureus) P e AR R HE 55
A WA PKS JE K pksCT 78 85 37 1 F2 H pksCT
[t SR A Bt A A R R B i MBS NI G 22 pksCT
PERIG, WA SRR, EA W AR &,
Hy AR S AT i b pksCT LA 2% PKS
MR ERS SR, S 5RERNEY
HH, TS AR BILE,

2007 4F, Shimizu ZEPHAkSE T 2L (21 i 1
H1 pksCT M DNA P, 155 21 kb 558 &
AHCHEHE, 4 pksCT #b, i33E 5 A IFhl i
PEHE(ORF), [AIEME M HEMTX 5 1~ ORF 4354
T i Uil (orfL) . Zn F5 %% SR F-(orf2, cntA) , il
B (orf3) . AR Ak & It i (orfd) A1 I % 42 8 M
(orf5) ., TEAEEE R A i FE T, BR orfl A% AR
KRB ENSN, HALSEH B[R pksCT — 4% 5%,
W Zn FEEE SRR TEA ctnA I, BRIV ETEIE
BMEREBTCH B A, PR B EERE,
HAZFER B KER 3 2, 4245 orf3. orf5 F
pksCT, 7E mMRNA 7KV | (%335 5t B 5 s /b,
M ctnA RS &R A U ET EEMBE .
2008 4, Shimizu PR ZEMAL PR AR 2T il 1
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W% pksCT 2 [H 7% S A 3| K il 2 (Aspergillus
oryzae)'h, FZAEFFARINERE LG R, Z45R
PP T IZBE R SRR R S U A OC

TEE N, WA CTLLMTE pksCT Al ctnA T
FEAEP, gAY Shimizu AFMOARHHE
— 5, (B, AL PR A I PR R 2T i
pksCT J&i, KBRS E R BRI FER, @R
B TAFERREE RS, HED T pksCT Zwfi iy
PKS i T~ (0 ZR FIAE B 28 0 SR PRI B R 5k
Wi b, mR pksCT J&, BHIET 1 £LHh s a5 R o)
SCARHEAR, A 22 it i 21 h (3R 43 3¢
PR AR, DT 2R 85 R AR [, (53R
.

BB R R IR T B 21 i TR DR A
Shimizu AFU2IHFSE G Hebl 1t X 21 il BRI R B R
W6 A DGR R AT TS, IR X A
(LT TR PR 2H SO EA T 18, X 3JeAs 1Y me R 1
AT T Fr e, PN ZL e TP A R R A R
FEK 2 44 kb, & T AL Shimizu ZE02UE RIE Y
6 MRS, A 10 HT R IR, Hirr, ACS
(Acyl-CoA synthetase) . GMC (Glucose-methanol-
choline oxidoreductase). ctnG. ctnH Fil orf7 %5 5
ANFEP D RERIF I EAT PO, (A e LR 1
DNA J¥5ll H BTi& %A 76 NCBI S50 5 Hh AT

PRBTEOFPMRIE, ACS HEH AL 5 S
JR I EE (A, fumigatus) H FBEEE CoA A Al i []
I8, G RE AN IR S A SOV A i AR
CoA; GMC KA Zihth (1) 25 1 57 5 Al 25 (A, niger)
Hh 5 A O U s B W], I EHT T CH-OH
HAREW], Bt Irms e s . By it —20
#T7 ACS. GMC Rtk Atk ACS-6 i
GMC-8, &I ACS-6 KW it R TR T
55%, AL (AR, GMC-8 HyA R ¥+
Fiss R ML AR AR #EW ACS 5% R
L3R G i 7 rp R BE 5 48R0 1% CoA
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ctnH ik P g 0% 19 £ 1 55 90% A BT BT 4R
(Neosartorya fischeri) P () 6 4% i S0l =5 B[] UL,
T — PP A SR B Y . AR X P A
AL RRYE, RATEI ctnG F1 ctnH .2 54
TR PKS R ML FE. 4 T HIE ctnG F ctnH
BN SRR R A A OG- AE T
ctnG il ctnH AYREREUA, [HHARFE T ctnG AR
RTERR, & I R T bR A B 2R P B 2RI T 5006,
BEORARER T 23%.

Yo AR SRAEZBIGAE, orf7 LN TG4 &
4R orfs 1 ctnG K2 [E], 5 Shimizu
SFPNH IR B R G R PR RS 7E 32.9 kb
gL Efk DNA B L, HgmidiE A kR
PRAFICEE; milR orf7 JERE, £t R ™ fik
A7, FEBERNP RGN T 142.4%, UL
orf7 FEPA A% a ARG

Chen %5 BARF 5% 7 21 il 5 5% B A i 3 1A
pksCT . Zn #8751 FE I ctnA LI N S i Al
orf3 FEA LM A A tE oL, (45 M. pur-
pureus. M. kaoliang., M. sanguineus, M. pilosus.
M. ruber . M. barkeri, M. floridanus . M. lunisporas
Al M. pallens, %55 & 38 i 26 3 K A7 7 T
M. purpureus I M. kaoliang ', 3 H. HPLC £l
J B H A M. purpureus il M. kaoliang BE4% 7= A= 1t
Fam, HABLL T P AR I BN AH O, oA
DBIRS R A . AR 2 £ i T T b
PR PE Ut ORI
2.2 Monacolin K & 8% PKS EE &

1999 4E, Kennedy 2RI T + M 25 1% Hefil
TTA ARG BRI, 200 2R A~ PKS %
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lovB #i1 lovF, #%gMEdE Al lovD, M ks [ gk
(Enoyl reductase) lovC, P450 i 4 fif & [A]
(Monooxygenase) lovA F1%E 5% K1 lovE .,

2005 4F, JAFLLTPURAE GenBank H /A i AR
KRBT EITINARAAG), Takeiss) 2
LT M34 1) moK1 B[, 5 1-1Hh % lovB FEA
0 SRR RUEE R 94%, w2 #E e Hoh 20 it TR
LNKS £ A #is moK1 J5, Monacolin K & ik
ke, A7 Monacolin K, [a]H R (%
Jrm R, AR EEE . 455 &R ATT
A6 uEAE, FAALLLHEZL T T Monacolin K
MR FER 3 MU YAER &
BgAE, A3 FralREME, JF Ak ] RE Y &
Monacolin K R —KEE, ZJ553TF
WA 25 SR A1 PR AR O AR A P ) . A5 Tk,
W ZL i Monacolin K I HT A 5T JLER AL G4
A AT 5 4 F It CoA, TMiAZt
AT A 1 43T 8 Bk CoA, HUEH N NIZILL
N B2 SRR

2008 4, Chen Z:PHH -+ il 5% lovB £ K 4 BE
BAEE, MBI (M. pilosus) Y2 2H BAC 3C
JEH ISR T 42 kb Y Monacolin K & A&
FLNFE, 45 mokA-mokl 4t 9 AL, 5+ ihEE
TS AATT A B A e v i B R ——xf g, HLZH Y
IO A7 ) 58 42—, Hirr, mokA F1 mokB 1%
W PKS HH, 4045 i # LNKS (lovB)Fi
LDKS (lovF)HA 70%LL - AR o milk A B 4T
HH & 19 mokA I mokB J&, YIKENIANE] Monacolin
K #y7A4:; Hirp mokB @Rk RE Z M Srp
[ 74 Monacolin J®**° W fii#Edr mokB 92
S LDKS, fsifif —EiMIEER& . 2010
4, Chen S5O 2L RE T %L N 7% Zn(11)2Cys6
RUBHR R AN lovH BIIIEBLE ELE R, &Rk
lovH FAELL TR % L/ Monacolin K 7=z Lt
PP R B RE L7 A%, IR HOZ R P

Monacolin K B4 s BiRE R ek m B W A& T,
H IAEDN lovH 1E 1575 Monacolin K 4 s il 5E [ 1)
263K, {2 3E Monacolin K f#7=4:

23 Hfth PKS &EH

BB SE R FEAL, Hofth vl fig 5 (0 R A
RN A A PKS WA s .

2001 4F-, Perez-Campo 7 NCBI #Z 2 548 14
AT 5B OahEn PKS JEH T, pksl
(GenBank AJ414729.1), 1%L H ity 1) & (1 5 5
H R AR A IR PKS [RlE M R, Wy
HHE(A. nidulans)f WA, 2009 4FE# R {5 200
HH pksl Bt d 2= A M DG I b 1) Zn 5 %%
SRAIFEEA ctnA, fFSEE R B = T 42%,
[l 2 3R - 4 T 33.9%.

2007 4F, BUREEPIHFEIFG I T PCR 7
HEARASAE 21 i 7E (M. aurantiacus) Ay 4 > PKS J
B, Hp 1 MR BCSEALER pksl 4258 —
o E—2P M Fosmid LSS RS54 3 4~
PKS JLHfY 2-3 kb () DNA H B, Zrilanss i
MApksl. MApks3 1 MApks10, ZoLE¥ME H2E4
Br, HED MApksL MAERJRPEINR PKS JEH, H
WIE N A RES SRS R IA M MApks3 #l
MApks10 it R PKS JE[H, HfiFER 505
A T2 R . ISRAMTT i R B A [R5
P HET, AR IBESEE I HGE
24 G HBEESEREMHEXER

G & 11551842 (G-protein signaling pathway)
2 LA T AR B A S RS S e ik Ae, B
A e 2R B SR 2 s, EE4ES
55 2 L HURS K98 74 (Neurospora. crassa) Fi44)
ShE, KIS, MR R, prE R,
G HAF T LR BERAR . e, Bok
P % BB R 2R U A A
B,

2007 4, HRE ML AL ME M-7 1
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T-DNA i AZEAE FEH A5 58 T 24 BREAVE I
KA EA AR IS, I TAIL-PCR M
5k 805# AL F B AR 12 kb 1Y
T-DNA ffi Az s E e 5, S8 wn &7 M
% F (Developmental regulator) FIbA H' RGS
(Regulator of G-protein signaling) ZhAEL[a] I
Pk 84%, TEILIERH b, BREFSM 1R
JH RACE S8R 3 2 2 H 52 #411%) ORF, Tl i) 7
HIATRE LI LI G B o WA T
mrflbA, JFid i B PR RHAR KA mrflbA 2K 1Y
AR, RIZWEM AR A& R R
ks, LA AT, B A
2L PR A R S R R AR AR BE A, I X
TS B R 5 W E TR

IR, ZEH PRk s ve e T 40 o 2r ih i
M-7 F 24 G UG S SRR,
54 G HEHWHEEH Mgal (Go). Mga2 (Ga).
Mga3 (Ga) . Mgbl (GB)Fl Mggl (Gy), PhKJRTTR
IUBEIE MacA FIEE I A AT R
Mpkal, X}k SeFL R EAT T DI REIFSE, & B
4 Mgal, Mgbl 5¢/f1 Mggl J5, 02 fits e
R mP B E I, &S Mgal, Mgbl 5
Mggl/m, Zrh s =g o BAfk, (ISR R
R 3 Y R AR Y 10%-50%, T G HEHE G &
FGE S T h oA oy, 15 S5 St i
R E I OCITER, sy 25 ik —20
KT G H UGS SRR X 20 M R 2R A
RNV A RREESER. B, 2
WHEIEE b

3 ¥

AR IR A=A W L TR 14 1l 114 B A )
RIPHEACHOZE R, oA S P Y e b 5 T BE A
R TR, ST T E YR AR
BRI S BORFERITSE . AN 2005 4E I
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P, FEAEES RS SRR, 1 G EIE ST
S, R, FIRZ RS T IESHS
SRSt 25 WA YT B9 75 5 B R R I, gET il
FHAM 2R K|, 6 EEF S
FEY) A A IR R S B RIS 4n i T B
A5 T isAe, AUA BT PR R SR 50 AR
W= s (VR F R B, 1 ELRT Be A B T SR
L, A EEE E259a 7 2RI )5, it
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