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Abstract: Microcycle conidiation has been proposed as an advantageous conidiation pattern for fungus
with rapid propagation and strong resistance to stress factors. Deeply understand the microcycle co-
nidiation mechanism will greatly enhance the potential of entomopathogenic fungi in biocontrol. Here,

we isolated a microcycle conidiation associated gene, Pyk, in Metarhizium anisopliae and obtained its
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full length of DNA and cDNA sequence. Pyk gene in M. anisopliae encoded a homolog of pyruvate

kinase with 583 amino acid residues, which showed a highly resemblance to that of other species in as-

comycota (57%—77% identity). To clarify its role in microcycle conidiation, we constructed a Pyk-RNAI

vector to knockdown Pyk transcript. RT-PCR demonstrated a reduced expression in mRNA level in three

mutants. Furthermore, we analyzed suppression effect to Pyk in mutations. The mutants showed more

varied shapes of conidia and less white hypha in colonial morphology compared to wild type.
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1 MRS HE
1.1 i EkRRIERE
.11 iR E#R: RMEE CQMal02 (Metarhizium
anisopliae var. acridum). FKIHFFH IM109 14 H {# K
BT/
1.1.2  $E5RE: LB i3RI/ 1%E I, 0.5%0
BEPEIY, 0.5% NaCl, FE{RBEFEMBAE 15 g/L,
pH 7.0, £ [G}EF%E(g/L): NaNO; 2, K,HPO, 1, KCI
0.5, MgSO, 0.5, FeSO,4 0.01, JEHE 30, I 15,
pH 6.7, SYA 572300 1/4 SDA izl
1.2 EERFIREE

PCR ¥ #4337 \Marker 404 [ 5% Fl A= £ A (b
TOARAE, FREIEANDIE . T4 DNA %830 H
TaKaRa 2\ H], DNA J A 2H $2 BUA50 & L ok 42 B0
M & . DNA i [Nl &34 3 AR AR
SO RRAT]L, 5106 BT i AR TR R
N AEISEM, Thermal Cycler PCR X, SZI % & =
PCR X EE KA 35 #5414 1 26 [E Bio-Rad 23 H, Motic
2SO 0 SR A 1) 22 e B Sl AR AT BR S D
1.3 ZEHE Pk R =E
1.3.1 EST 550447 % BLAST bbxt: HIHE AT
F14) 2t A8 DA 0 B 7™ 7 B 0T 1) 22 08 S PR, Bk R 3R b
) EST J£ 41 (FC809369), NCBI [t %t % 1% 5 4 597
Y Chaetomium globosum "1 TR TR BR 384 1i6 56 & A8 AH
IR 5 (E=4.00x1077),
1.3.2 FREFMEARFAEMNEAS RNA HERE
cDNA F—8& R HIE Trizol A RNA $2HE I 3,
2 2o {8 TRT M A TR R R G TR AR RO A 5 7 e A
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(24 h) &2 RNA, I [t sk A i cDNA 55—k

1.3.3 Pyk EFH DNA K21 cDNA FFIHIZREN:
AR B 20 SR b R 4] 2300, g EST
JPHI15 NCBI i 12 v B2 7 14 TN R R 5 ity 2 14 )7
IPEATHEXT . Z0#r, R4S Pyk JEIN Y DNA JFF41 . 5
MrH AT BERY T ORF, #3154 Pyk-F (5-CGCAG
CCGTTCATTTAGCA-3")Fl Pyk-R (5-TTGTTCTCG
TTCCCGTTCC-3"), VI cDNA 5%k Jy iy 1
cDNA 4K, PCR #/¥ ~: 95 °C 4 min; 95 °C 30 s,
57.2 °C 30 s, 72 °C 2 min, 30 ~E¥£; 72 °C 8 min,

PCR =¥y A7 LUK VIR I, %42 PMD-19T kA,
AL KIGFFE IM109 JEAZ A 206, 7 %6 BH 14 Sk,
3845 H: cDNA [F51.,

1.3.4 Pyk EE cDNA &5 #: ¥ cDNA J¥5 5
SR A JF AN TR, TN & A iR
NCBI M3 & http://www.expasy.org/HE L1 4= 9115 B
HATHEL W

1.4 Pyk BEEMTIMREFRIER S

1.4.1 RNAi THEBAEME: W@ T —HRER L
DR RS AT (148U 3h 7 2k ik pDPB, 1223k 4 3=
BALFE—A bar FEH TG EARC . Amp LRI M —
X XU 8l F(Pgpd A1 Ptrpe), H&5H 5 B 1 iR .
J AT E R /NEE RNA T3, FRATTFE http:/www.
flyrnai.org/cgi-bin/RNAi_find primers.pl 4347 T
HAR TR (1 086—1 543 bp)ikit T T4t K ik
RS 51Y, K51 9¥ 505 B8 RNAL-Pyk (F):

Not 1

Sma 1

1 RNAi-Pyk T HIRWEEL

Fig. 1 Schematic map for RNAi-Pyk vector construction

5'-CCCAAGCTTGGGCCAGGGCTTGAACAACT-3';
RNAi-Pyk (R): 5-TCCCCCGGGGGAAATGGAT
AGACTCCACGAT-3', PCR ¥ 45 0y T4 A B

(1 045-1 639 bp)J, 41 H Hind IIIFT Sma 1 XUFY]
HE &5 Tk, T8 . ik, iRk E
FORE, 4% /0N TR HE GRS 16 45 54T pDPB-Pyk
142 Pyk THEHEBERE1L: pDPB-Pyk JiTkL
DNA | Spe 1T MEAL)S, FHFERA Ik 1
PPAERISHEE . T RNAL 2R 578 BR R bk 3
B, e A e R0 5 nl s TR A R 1. A%
FRIE UL 4 0TS AR 0 1D R RRR TR A 1 2 4 1)
RO R, BT DL B R AL T H . R R
Bernier 2521 Goettel 25Ul 1 7 i b A E 5%
BT . B T T &4 100 mg/L BRE Y 2
BiFRE LREFE 6 d o, PRBUEROIRES RIFR R T5 3%
o 5 o ) P A E % 3R 3 L R 2Ry B LAAR 3] 4
MR 7%, ARG R R TASBRERM 1/4
SDA ¥i374k I, 28 °C JRREHE IR . W E & 4645 5 1K,
PP VR HE AN B S BRI 1/4 SDA KigR Ak
o 45 ECTR S PR 2 G R A U B AR R e
WAL AL T IS AL, ARIE TP AR BUR 27 X 5k
Wi 8UE51 Y Pepd-f/Ptrp-r, 51415 B K Pgpd-f:
5'-AACACCCACATTTCCGCATTC-3'; Ptrp-r: 5'-TC
GCCAGCAAAAGTAGCATA-3', i vk 353k b2k

KB E ke — 2 54T PCR B 3E, PCR =¥ 1.5%1)
TR RE W RE IS A T LUK 2 AT o

1.4.3 RT-PCR NEFNKEHKTFIHEE: it Pk
HERTIY Q-Pyk-F (5-GACACGGAATGCCACA
A-3")F1 Q-Pyk-R (5'-ACAGCCCACTTGATACGC-3);
(] B A = W ek 1 o S R R N S I, i
HHMNZ514: GAPDH (F): (5'-GACTGCCCGCATT
GAGAAG-3"); GAPDH (R): (5'-AGATGGAGGAG
TTGGTGTTG-3"). Zril AEF AR 3 A TP
R HE A Y cDNA S —8E AR iCycler™
Real Time PCR System #17 & & PCR § 3¢,
JRE WM SYBR® Premix Ex Tag'™ Master Mix
Kit (TaKaRa, Japan)$#fit . S 1 & & 47 (20 uL):
2xSYBR® Premix Ex Tag™ Master Mix, GAPDH
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519 . Pyk FE B W (A WE S HIN 0.1, 0.2,
0.2 umol/L), 1 uL ¢cDNA, Jz i #2J7 4: 95 °C 2 min;
95°C 155, 58°C 155,72 °C 15 s, 40 MEH, R T
TR ZE R AT E A, AN E 3R .
PCR ¥ 455 s BV BEA T s it th 2 40 Hr, LIS uEd”
B R e o AR Z AR R 95 °C 1 min; 55 °C
1 min, M\ 55 °C HIRHFHE 0.5 °C f-EFE 10 s, HELE
FHiEr 80 (2 95 °C F1k). R T HiE Pyk 5 GAPDH
HI B SCRET AT, Pyk BEIR cDNA A5 AR o 7 B
UK VERRIE I . Pyk % SR 1) 22 3K 22 538 i
ARG

1.4.4 FHWEBKFBRER S 2 50R B A B GRE
P A RNAQ-Pyk F2 0 B 55 AL TR R B % T 006 26 7=
K3k SYA h, 0-32 h i B i g = 4 5 5K,
5-10 d WS H R IEA . /81 K/ R £SO
2 B I E T B MOTIC, ),

2 G550

2.1 BRIEE Pyk £E cDNA £KFFIHIRIE
BERE T Pyk JEP R EFWRER R, O
#|| NCBI GenBank £(¥E F, & 355 HQ153828,
WIEH 2K cDNA &1 1934 bp, T HEK
1752 bp, EIHER T ATG i 107 bp kb, ATG BT

_|: Emericella nidulans (AAA33320.1)
Aspergillus nidulans (XP_662814.1)
_|: Aspergillus terreus (XP_001212863)
Aspergillus oryzae (XP_001818466.1)
Aspergillus fumigatus (XP_750636.1)
Penicillium marneffei (XP_002150596.1)
— Coccidioides immitis (XP_001240869.1)
Paracoccidioides brasiliensis (EEH45128.1)
Sclerotinia sclerotiorum (XP_001594760.1)
Neurospora crassa (XP_959838.1)

Magnaporthe oryzae (XP_362480.1)
E Metarhizium anisopliae (HQ153828)
Gibberella zeae (XP_387704.1)

Candida tropicalis (XP_002547154.1)
Saccharomyces cerevisiae (EDN63667.1)

|_': Schizosaccharomyces japonicus (XP_002173987.1)

TS Kozak FLTY (AXXATGG), & 1-%165
T T 1858 bp 4b, %ifth 583 DAL, 3'UiA
PolyA & A% 7075 47.8 kD, 25 5.(pI)° M 9.73,
AR M. A, http/www.cbs.dtu.dk/services/
SignalP/ X} 4 it 1) 2 £ 12 )7 91 47 40 A, R BTG
fF55 ¥4,
22 Pyk EHHNUXRESH

SRETE Pyk FEDRERAL TR —A B B R LA
T R 14t 119 4= K P 51, 78 NCBI 1Ay BLASTp 44T
BN T E gt ) 5 AR AW RIE R,
XFRCHE 0 i B R ) 2 A T . B L s
SHETE T PR, Pyk R 50 HAb B
VR B PR 3 il EL A R AR R . Sk, 3R TR
T 17 FRECREIEAT T RO R AT, S5 R BRI E
7 1) (P9 T P St ) 5 F B B T ) B T LA
FHE 85 = 0 A Bl M, R BT BE W R R A L R
63%—77%, H. 95 Gibberella zeae TP % & :
T7%. M -SEELEFE T AN BT A AR U2
57%ZE 47 (Kl 2). iE—2H PSI-BLSAT 3X{4XF Pyk
() [R) IR 50 R AT X, & BRI X 3 BB AR R T C
Ui, 12 DX 35 SR D T R A P A X B, AR N
Uiy PR ST 7 FI AR X e b, e ] — B g LR T 91 AE AN [+
R P G SN (]

Pezizomycotina

Saccharomycotina

Taphrinomycotina

Schizosaccharomyces pombe (CAA62490.1)

0.05

2 FAREERYMT Py R MESRH L X R
Fig. 2 Phylogenetic relationship of Pyk in fungal homologs
Note: Bar (0.05), 5 nucleotide substitution per 100 nucleotides of Pyk sequence. Strain names are shown next to the organism names and
GenBank accession numbers for the Pyk sequences used are given in parentheses.
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23 Pyk EFEBTFIREE~AEX S

23.1 BEFHMNFHFIER PCRWEIE: @il Bar
FETE & A BB A [R5 0 B bk, 16
ANEBRFLFIM) 1/4 SDA i dk E i st o M 5c
B, KREBmEmEALTHNE S F9Y
Pgpd-f/Ptrp-r #£47 PCR Y44, PCR ¥ HI Bl W 5E 6
HLIK M (B 3) MR A Pyk T4 BERY T80k
RE NS B e £ ) BF A AU SRR D SE [ A, WU T3
RBUR 275 94T PCR B8RS, BEY 34 HH sh+
ZIE4f AR Pyk T4 B (594 bp), i BH P PCR
PR = a2 RN — 3, KSR R
3 ANFEAL TR AR B AE 9 P DX IR B BH A X BN
—3, FBWEA Pk RN TIREAEC L2 ES
BTSRRI A

bp M 1 2 3 4 5

4500
3000

2000
1200
800
500

200

B3 Pyk E2ETHELEKEIE

Fig. 3 PCR confirmation to mutants

Note: M: DNA marker; 1: Positive control; 2: Wild type; 3-5:
Independent transformant.

2.3.2 HUEHKT Pk BEETFHEERST: N T
WE 3 AR PSR R S e, Fset oot
JEHE PCR 40T T TR E AR Pyk HEF mRNA 7K
gk, ZPREOR, SEHETER Pyk REINRE
IKFAHEE (100%), 3 A>T AL R Pyk JER k0K
P2 B T R, T IRAICR A 51%
56%. 33%, FHIZFEEH R THIE 4).

’ 1

0.6

04 r

Relative expression

02

Wild type  Mutant 1 Mutant 2~ Mutant 3

4 TEEKSTIEKRD Pk BERBNREES
Fig. 4 Relative gene expression of Pyk in RNAi-Pyk mu-
tants against the wild type calibrated as 100%

Note: *: Significant difference at P<0.05. Error bars are standard
deviations of three trials.

2.3.3  Pyk EREYW T E X MEIR BRI S 00:
THARFR = —fAE 8 h NI T AL T &%, SR
JEW R, 16 h BT IR B, 1
24 h AL TR E AL e A B . 7E R R
HETE R AR RRTE 0-32 h NP Js o 2 B, B
A TR RN T A0 R RR A AT B B AL, AR OR
KA FEBUE; 2, THREE7 ENAFIES
RAET AL, KNI, HASE L o3 A5 3
Bl 1.21-1.93, af LAor A HE AR FIC AR 2 F, M
Y AR TR AR AR Y46 S L A IS L D 1.30-1.52,
38 SR W (AR o B A TR R T P TR R A S B 7 A
Frige kit FR R 10 d N, TERVRIES BRI TE R/ B
ORI R 22 5 B S B E R LL, T
PO TR R TR 22K BE AR A, TP TR AR 5 B AR TR R Y
H AT 22 - YK B4 32 0.31 em F100.17 em(H& 5).
3 it

W R, — o 2R B REHEAT 2 R i)y
B2 VR B i (O T N VS TR /B2 e 0P =}
B BT I S A i — R W B A AL, X 2 b
1 R FEAE Fafmm b U0 5IE® =1,
THAIE B 7= FE TC 18 A 7R 7 96 7B 3 S A 7 e i bR
SR TR Ry B S A DA, 0 o Ml g HL A B YA
BA RS HE RN HE . 7EX BIRATE oLk
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B 5 HEERMTHRERMET400)REZRSTT

Fig.5 Spore morphology (x400) and colonies morphology
Note: A: Conidia of wild type strain after 24 h incubation in SYA; B: Conidia of RNAi-Pyk strain after 24 h incubation in SYA; C: Colonies
morphology of wild type strain after 10 d incubation in SYA; D: Colonies morphology of RNAi-Pyk strain after 10 d incubation in SYA. EC:
Ellipsoid conidia; RC: Rod-like conidia; WH: White hypha.

AR TR R0 2 7 6 ol P v — ey 3 3K 19 2 DAL 7 T R 13
g 3L A Pyk.

VAT T 2 V5 it o Wl 1 9 T R 7 2B PN B R, () s
ADP )i ATP, ZHWEEEf S RIE—2L, W™
ARER M — . RN TR N AR R N, HJ2
AR 0 — IS IR T IZRE 45 14
YR CARRZY oSN I AR X R i) S
B 7k b 2 5 A M A e S AU A, L o i
SR E M YIRE, WTENA N B Aspergillus fumi-
gatus 1, VIR FR G IE D 50 I &8 R B IS AUE
ARG, Bt SR R B A WNEE —2 R,
T HE PR B 25 T O 25 1 7 i AR ZE g o
R —Fh Pyk 2878 bk, 15 FeBkrh C YT R i,
VA TR PR TR T O AR R MU b, JF R T — R A Ak
R FRBR A, £ Pyk FER AT EER C JRAYIERZ
PR 200 Bl S 7= 0 5% 7 5 X3 1E 3 7= A 1 77 5k
A K X AR T C U AT N IR, TR ™= S R &
P EE I, TR 5 L R AT BB A — 26 2 5 1006 36
AR DI RE . BT, Pyk RS 5 A YR
77 TR A D) RE & B LA D o DR, Pyk LR 1)
i B X DI RERI 2L 43 B %o LA S B9 12 5k DR 9 D L T
AR K E SR e 7 T R A

TATERE T INEIR IS Pyk 2K )P, FEXT
IR P EE R P HIM T — S W5 B b, ik
PRI 1) 2548 55 A P o ELAR R O AR R, 5 T
ARERA —BURR, WiZHEH S 583 aa. kAT

http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn

X817 Tl b B 50 A PR SF DXCBAE: | 3 4 Xl A
HHAE C u AT N S, 2B X, B C WA N
Ui T[] — B XSS [l Ao 22 AR R R, R Pyk
FEHAEA R R T ORSF R DI ReSh, Al REAAAE—
SRR TIRE . (5 RTINS R I A 5 K,
BUREIZE IO W e, X 5 S5 00
UInese W&, 45 AR MO .

RNAi $AJE H A58 5 N Ui 6e iy —Fh & H
ARPUS Btz Ah, BB . WAk BRSNS
LHARGFRIE ) Z R I H DI RE Y iR 12 . {2 RNAI
A A B AR B i RS T RNAL &2
FEHT mRNA 7K, PG AE AR 8 4 14 428 3k PR A
FEI 3G T JE PR R R T R B BB R A . BT
T 2 Y T e LR P — A S B AR s SR R, BT L
ARG BE £ DL RN 7 S5 BT T 9%k R AT e X G
W= A R . Pyk JE T30 J5 28 28 0 R AE 77
FREsC B TC I A 22 5, AR AT AT B
AHYE, W BV PR LR R R, W
RN AR 2 WA . X — AR R E
T PR 00 %) 7= 90 J A B i R, (EUR 6 T TR
FEHJE FEOR FIE A 122 5 0 PRI AL A 5T 8 i i
P/ o BRI, 3235 DR AR U0 B 7= 760 b 7 1 A8 0 45
HLHE A G RFIE TAERY A .
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