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A Review: the Molecular Mechanisms of InlA- and InIB-
mediated Invasion of Listeria monocytogenes into Host Cell
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(Hubei Key Laboratory of Genetic Regulation and Integrative Biology, College of Life Science, Central China Normal
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Abstract: Gram-positive food-borne pathogen Listeria monocytogenes can invade non-phagocytic cells of
the hosts by means of the special surface proteins and cause severe systemic infections. Internalins play a
key role for Listeria monocytogenes in invading the non-phagocytic cells. In this study we will review and
expand upon the recent advances in understanding the molecular mechanisms of InlA- and InlB- mediating
the invasion of Listeria monocytogenes into host cells. This paper will also provide the theoretical base for
pathogenetic mechanisms, precaution and therapy of food-borne pathogens.
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