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Abstract: Microbial selective side-chain degradation of phytosterol, which can obtain the steroid medicine inter-
mediate compounds — androst-4-ene-3, 17-dione (4-AD) and androsta-1, 4-diene-3, 17-dione { ADD}, has
an important meaning to pharmaey. There is no systematic literature concerned in existence. Its mechnism, ap-
proaches , influencing factors and so on over these years were fully reviewed in the paper. The trend of develop-

ment in the area is expanded.
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