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Abstract: Candida tropicalis, an unconventional yeast species playing a significant role in
industrial applications, is notable in the production of long-chain dicarboxylic acids and xylitol.
With advancements in synthetic biology, C. tropicalis shows high potential as a host for
producing biosurfactants, single-cell oil, and other high-value chemicals, becoming an
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important target in the application of biotechnology. This paper summarizes the recent progress
in genome editing tools and applications in C. tropicalis and explores the bottlenecks and
solutions in the research on C. tropicalis, aiming to provide reference for future research and
drive forward the application of this yeast species in the industry of synthetic biology.
Keywords: Candida tropicalis; genome editing; biotechnology; industrial applications
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Figure 1

General characteristics and application of Candida tropicalis. From the inside out, the first circle

indicates the properties of C. tropicalis, the second circle is the substrate commonly used by C. tropicalis,

and the third circle is the application of C. tropicalis.
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Transient CRISPR-Cas9 cassette for one gene editing

Plasmid v
pCT-tRNA

SATI

PAM
Double strand 3! ””I“ 5
break 5 2y
DNA modification
No template N Template
37 5t

34 Sf
1111 s (LTI -, E -

Random deletion Deletion

3 5 3 5"
gl 2 TITTTITITTTITT 5, 111} LTETETECOTE LTI 5,

Random insertion Insertion

2 MR LEESH CRISPR-Cas9 E[FEH%IEREE  A: CRISPR-Cas9 HX4iE T.H; B:

124N

CRISPR-Cas9 41 DNA ZfiftJ5 (1652 .
Figure 2 Diagram of CRISPR-Cas9 system in C. tropicalis and schematic of genetic constructs. A: CRISPR-Cas9
related genome-editing tools; B: Repair after CRISPR-Cas9 mediated DNA cleavage.
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Table 1 Main applications of Candida tropicalis

Product Strain Titer Substrate Reference
DCA2 ES4-6-5 180 g/L Dodecane [53]
DCA13 CGMCC 356 153 g/L Tridecane [54]
DCA14 ES4-6-5 190 g/L Tetradecane [55]
DCA17 ly-7 163 g/L Heptadecane [56]
Azelaic acid ATCC 20962 30.10 g/L Oleic acid [10]
Sebacic acid ATCC 20962 (34.50+1.10) g/L Methyl decanoate [57]
Sebacic acid ATCC 20962 98.30 g/L Methyl decanoate [58]
Adipic acid KCTC 7212 12.10 g/L Methyl laurate [59]
Xylitol MTCC 6192 35¢g/L Corn cob hydrolysate [60]
Xylitol JA2 109.5 g/L Sugarcane biomass hydrolysate [61]
Xylitol K2 90 g/L Xylose and glycerol [9]
Xylitol ATCC 13803 41.50 g/L Xylose and glycerol [7]
Xylitol GS18 34.21 g/L Rice straw hydrolysate [8]
Biodiesel MF510172 13 mL/L 6% pineapple waste [62]
Lipid SYO005 0.25 g/g Glucose and xylose [63]
Lipid SY005 0.370 g/g Galactose [17]
Biodiesel ASY2 2.68 g/L Sago processing wastewater [64]
Lipid ATCC 750 8 g/L Olive mill wastewater [65]
Biodiesel CBW-5 8.62 g/L Corn cob hydrolysate [66]
Biosurfactant UCP 1613 4.90 g/L Soybean post frying oil [67]
Biosurfactant UCP0996 7.36 g/L Waste frying oil [68]
Biosurfactant RA1 31¢g/L Soya oil [69]
Biosurfactant NN4 10 g/L Glucose [70]
Phytase NCIM 3321 6.08 U/mL Glucose [71]
Xylanase MK-160 23.60 U/mL Xylan [72]
L-ribulose ATCC 20336 9 g/L Glucose and arabinose [73]
Citric acid KKU-L42 50.53 g/ Glucose [74]
Cellulase YES3 34.20 U/mL Napier grass biomass [75]
Xylose reductase IFO 0618 11.16 U/mL Sawdust hydrolysate [76]
Polyhydroxybutyrate BPU1 0.39 g/g Starch [77]
Pectinase 13B 13.90 U/mL Glucose [78]
Phenylacetylcarbinol TISTR 5306 (10.50+0.20) mmol/L Pyruvate and benzaldehyde [79]
a-humulene CU-206 4115.42 mg/L Glucose [80]
Cembratriene-ol CU-208 1 425.76 mg/L Glucose [81]
Squalene DCO03 433.06 mg/L Glucose [82]
1,2,4-butanetriol BT 3.42 g/L Corn cob hydrolysate [83]
B-carotene ATCC 20336 (0.42+0.02) mg/g Glucose [43]
B-ionone ATCC 20336 730 mg/L Glucose [22]
Perillic acid ATCC 20336 106.69 mg/L Glucose [84]
Arabitol ATCC 20336 26.65 g/L Glucose [85]
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Figure 3 Metabolic pathway of alkane and fatty acid in C. tropicalis.
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B kk C. tropicalis K2, DA BT KA
BRI %R 0.62 g/g, L 20 o/L Hih ASLIEY),
KBEBE ALK 0.90 g/g, FPHEIkF] 90 g/L.
C. tropicalis J& fiz 8 % A BEAE P Rk Z —,
Bt FLX BRI AR MR T R, TR K
REAR AR B 14 A= 7 AR
3.3 C.tropicalis & B4R iE M
FETETE R R I EE MR 2 —,
JE RS H R A TS S T = S A ol
W At . B Tk AR AR A
Wy 2 D T 1 R L JRURE AT AR L R I PR A
AR RRR M S, WO LA EIR S
B AT PR EE AP, C. tropicalis B AT
BRI S S YRIRE S, REREAE KA TR
B8 FR S AR PR AR W R TG MER] . C. tropicalis
UCP0996 LA 2.5%% RUKE i EZRY, HAEY
T IS PER Rk F) 4.19 g/L; fE2 LI5S0 L
P A= 0 B o7 i R AT T RO AR, T T 1
B 7= 4 R 5.87 g/L Fl 7.36 /LIS g 7 T #k
AT I AE R . TR A I K RN TR
Yy rh e s, R JE C. tropicalis AEi@ 1 74
Yy PR R LA IR BT R ah s, ST

FIH . Ankulkar SEBE A TS YL kT
#Eh /32 %) C. tropicalis RA1, Bk RAL 7EL
KGN KA, 240 h 74
31 g/L WMEBENG . 783 S M 0 A = i it o
B S5 HE B A AR R A5 A% 7w B B RS )
FR 4% Batista S 5T, 76 BRI &R R 451 T
AILI3E AN C. tropicalis Ho AR % 1w i M 50 G 2
o BR TR R BERE IR AN, SRR I AR
F AR A RR AL A AR T R WS R P,
A, A= ) AR H TS R A BRI Ak AR (R
BEAR ) 60%—80%7, T LATT e JliAS BEAIG K 41 4E
AR A 53 25 dlifb 7 vk re e s Hpl AL & .
3.4 C.tropicalis & BX 2 40500 AE

L2 6 3 g PR el i AR AR P 4 T
IR RAEY R E R 2 AE P FIRTAE D)
AR A A KR WA B AR R R
Z AT A RS, DL AT R B R TR R
PR, C. tropicalis AN AT LLFI AR |
IERBERE . NRITIR . HAIHE . FLBE . SRR
WESE Z AR, I B SR K A BRI R & Bl g
1, BB AR 7 B B R B 5 R Y EE AR
Py BiF5E 4 %T C. tropicalis 7 B4 i A i A
9% B A BRAN IR R B Kk SR AR
fb, W Thangavelu %547k C. tropicalis
ASY2 FIFHAE N T A A R S AP K T
FEA I R K AR BRI g, R R AR
b, WRg A 2.68 g/L. KR IR R4S 1Y
C/N o] LI @ g iy = &, C. tropicalis ATCC
750 LARIHE I K Y, C/N Hely 19 B,
B B i, BEREIA ) 8 g/LI%T,

Rk s 242 T) C. tropicalis TR &
PIART-B, 1 RIB MG A BUH I R S D7 R &
fitf . ZWE-CoA ¥ALHEE . T 5MHE-ACP it A Al
il R B R RE S A AT C. tropicalis
Hm AR Y S O 1000 ) gb Ak, o R EE S i
T T I A BT S A S 3 R L i 8 A R T4 i
T A IE S & . 7E C. tropicalis SY005 Hid
P35 A BE5 7 F CtRAPL, IR &
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T8 i TR ol G G 60 3o K b B R K
V&, A5 SYO005 3 51 LA 225 4 A0 U A i 5
H & BES, UM T 2 s AE & R 0.238 g/g il
0.211 g/g /3 3I4ETH5 0.327 g/g F10.370 g/gl'”,
CtRAPL 78 Ho At % B T v i Rk A 28 UBCR
W7E S cerevisiae Hid ik CtRAPL i Fyh g ™
AT 4L AT,

W AR T B 3 0 31 A A0t T LA S 25 48
TAE Y AE 7 5 o YR AR W A
2 PP ERmEUON (1) I AR R R Tk Ak R A
AHOCHE RRAR HERR VTR 736 5 (2) 3 3L w5 g iy
T2 56 i 1t I3 AR T oSG 118 L X 3 PRI R ARE i I Ty 7R
Iy PLE 2 FhERIEAE Y. lipolytica 43 g (1)
58 T A S Rk, HE R R N T
C. tropicalis. 734h, & m RO R A HR By ik
o, 2 HE 2 s A= Wi R R Ak R A SR
Z—

3.5 C.tropicalis & E =1

B bR &A= LLS, AR 95 C. tropicalis #Y
Fevk, IRZHF58 N GO H - oAt J7 1] AF
5%, LA AR . KRR . 4R R i
L% PR 55 o AL TR Tl R 0% A AU R A - I s
FRHE R, &AL EPH R AIHE, A
HEKE A . C. tropicalisNCIM 3321 7E4L
FBEFR LI 10 L AW i s oy, L A1 1 iy
BITE IS F 6.08 U/mLUY, 248 B AYHE R s A4
FETRRR . £T 4k 2R RN 4T 4k 2 AR AR SR A
RELRS, 254k 2 Bl R AR R AT LA R4
AR SR I 27 C. tropicalis MTCC
25057 7E 42 °C, LALFYEZR AN ZE R FT K S W 1Y)
REYINIEY, 7magER G 1141 Ulg, K
M 15 689.3 U/l HUK il £F 4k 5 FIA TR
BEAS 2] A5 20 AR IR v Lhgg C. tropicalis
PR W) CBERIRNERE , RRS A RUIE i R AK
JEFE YK AR A A I R IR) 2647 o TERerdE R h
WER L-BTHaRE, b TR A H
&, Bevilaqua ZEh@ i 7E C. tropicalis ATCC
20336 " RIEFIE L-BTHLA B 2 8 R -

PAVUHE S A il SR LRI 2 1 A 7™ LA T P 5 LA
AR, BERENE 30 g/L 1Y L-BuURiffrbssE ikl
9 g/L ) L-AXHbE, ALEH 30%, 25 ERTR,
C. tropicalis 7E 24> W FH 5 1a) B HBAG ) [ 1Y Aif
S, JUHORTE IR m AR ARE FEY) B A 5

4 C.tropicalis /=¥ & B fh 5K -

41 RiEILIENE

WAL RS TR 2R (E 4A),
#£ C. tropicalis & M2k G IR A )
2N o AN IR & 14 (mevalonate pathway,
MVA) A L& il R G ik, xr=5
MVA 18 BB 3-725E-3-F 3L 8 iR
ot H M A 38 J5 i (3-hydroxy-3-methyl glutaryl
coenzyme A reductase, HMGR)#EA i 2k, A LA
A RRALTE IS A . Zhang S5OV 4
WML AL a-RERRNR, P25 NADH AR
HMGR . o- 1§ BRM4 BN 2 B 2 B A B2 1t
IR, R T a-ERRM A B AR BT,
16 30 L AW R g v f ik 51 4 115.42 mg/L,
Fe i bn = s 5 345 £ SRS AW G
B4R Hh ) 57 A A% S 3 H Ak A AR g
A RORR, Li ZWhE i - b K
wAEH ERGY il FKikFRE M HMGR, %
B-11 8 N & 7 & M (0.23£0.02) mg/g 2 7 F
(0.42+0.02) mg/g. ULAl, HH|H A9 7= 97 5 %A
o A A B A DGR, Rt DL T
H 7= e i . Wei 2582551 3538 B S cerevisiae
WA L SCERGO, HHI 1 Bk 314 i
ERG1 Hy3ik, £ 30 L AW iget, Mk
JE 5% 433.06 mg/L.

FI A 5 OB At 42 4 G I 5 0 21 4
X% ] LA SO0 E T Rl X S i A, BRI
7R SR KT 240 A A o R S B RE , ARSI
PR R ER T (K] 4B). Zhang SFi i
BB TR A7 B 1) A LR AR, 4 MVA A A 6
) il 6 20 L o v R 3k, LA AR J S A
S ATl 7 O AE A A AL P AR e ik, S in B
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M FeikiE, RAAE C. tropicalis H & i1
B, 5 LAY onids ™ /153 1 425.76 mg/L,
2 H T A 6 B AR s P ) e v ™
AR g AR S e 2 5, &0
it #4522 18] B B VR A B A2 A A T X = Ak
1t o Yang SFNE B IR R TR Y L-Ar A5 I i i
i, MERZN ERG10. ERG13. tHMGR,
ERG12. ERG18. ERG19 Hl IDI 43 B 5E fii T4
A0 X =g, T3R5 it 72 ) i Ag
T, A3 N R OG il ] A A M T . kLA
A ALY b Rk, L LA ) R
AR IR E 317, 8.91 F1 12.1 /%5, FHITE
[Fi]— 240 it [X. 25 8 0 B2 AT 4 Jo S U AR ME B, T
PEFHEALRR , (AR X E X R Y52 =)
fifZfe 1A, WS TREAENES . It
Gb, FZIEHTAE T B R TR X E LR
Xu ZEP245 i B-5 % 22 WilR , #2498 T C. tropicalis
o4 FENRIER TR, ARG IR
W N 2NN phCCD1 %E 7 T g ok
rid ik, B-5% =M H M 125.4 mg/L $27+
#) 152.4 mg/L,
HHATFS5490N M ER RN, Yy
YA IE W AR K R R R R (A 40), ffkan
il P O 8 [ 7 NAD(P)H/NAD(P)* . Z T#E-CoA
H1 ATP/ADP (¥ B 1T LLSE B 1 B KAk
AT Bt a2 10N Li SEPIELL £
KB IKIRTR R A N 1,2,4- T = BERE, i85
TR RS T i it — S, o R A
MR M & 72 G H i, ff NADPH/NADP'Hy
0.45 $&7+ 2 1.28, AR T NADPH 4=,
1,2,4- T =EE= k%) 3.42 g/L, B4k NADH Fl
NADPH HA ML, (HES50REEE
HU B %%, NADH fil NADPH HyAH B 4k ]
DA 1 240 if py AP A U0, L STk A
E. coli i PntAB i i/Eifd N NADPH %41t NADH,
LN RNA LR EEF 5.5%. LHE-CoA 1EH
GRS IS IRIIR . iSRG . 8
Tl 60 2R ) 4 AL 5 P A4, 42T 2 TE-CoA ik 45

AT DAA R F A AL G A A, Chen S5100I7E
Y. lipolytica H i3 # ik Z Bt-CoA A1, ffi G i
TRARTET 25.7%. HEr, dEWMEEPE IR
22t DR -1 A A R, {HAE C. tropicalis
HR D Sl R T TR AE C. tropicalis
WA B TR BRGS0 .

BT DL LSRRI AL, SCEREEATZS A . 40 4
HE TR A0 i 32 0 TR R A SR T E i
Py iy e L0708 (R EARE AN R A A
B A B L $F o SR . 4l C. tropicalis
FE A AR s TR 35 B A T A B A AR
A B ks, MR T ERAMAEYD
S cerevisiae, C. tropicalis H AR HITh HERIC &
BAZIEA TSy, 45 B IR 4E B ML ERATE 52 A X 55
A, BRI TN YRR, 2T A
AR R ERE,
42 FLEE5ENMXIGEFHL

X 3 A% T SN U b A e T = iR
HOALRERE, 75 AR R — ML gt H A A B T TR bR
PERERD 7 12 (18 4D)., Zhang ZEUFI ] e Al s
B TIRAA, 155 200 ZARAEK, A
i 3 HH AR B ™ i e P T AR T31, o™il
0.61 g/g, BIFIRTRRIZ S 22%, SRS 10 5
FETE AT & PE A R 3R B TR AR [0 52 28 748 1 X
B, MHELZ R, 38 NS g = dF e o gE A5 2 F
E RIS LI E A UNE T A
SR RE, JF A AT BEH R ER N LA
Fe . AHE A SURAREE RS, AT IR SE B T
XL T, A8 ) T 2 BT BT A S B YA
b, DRI TE B2 T TR I 32 1 RS 40 A1) T
BT ZRNHE 4E), Wang SEMOSE 6 SR AN
PR Y-3 BIANWTIEAL, ARAR TR A2 1 Y
Y31-N, HARWERE L3425 T 84.8%, MEMETH
FERIER T2 5 1%, JFIRUE 1 55 Dbk 52 h
ARG IEIN , Ry ik — A 5 R B it A2 1 AR BT A
RALT B2 I . Phommachan U 5dE i
o VA B R AR ) SR B R SR, AR
FITE Rl T X T L BRI T H A I 1 T 52
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Figure 4 Optimization strategies for products synthesis in C. tropicalis.

PERRIGTRIRIPE, A S HAEE T A
T RE 1 AR A WS & TRERE 1 3968 T s

Luo ZFLOOHH 3o Fe A2 T 55 8 R A
T L PSS E AL, IRAFRENETE 45 °CH: K Wi
B RR, IR R SR T AR T
um%o%%ﬁm$ o 3 2 P R B

IO P S 00 = R AL R A WA 8 2 B R B s

, TIPTS5 A A AR O 2
%*E’J%&im%ﬂjﬁ?iﬁ 121 Ayepa ZEU 315G Y LTk
MR 2 BRIBAS i SHC-03 32 A28 I T K HG A1 K fi
Y, F2ad 60 53l Bk SL s = Mk, SRR
PR GB-60 X KA A K i 300 il 4y LA 8 v ) T
e G A R SR RIER AL F b LB,

Bk GB-60 fiif 52 1E 52 5 15 AL L . Zohn
PRSI NSRBI . DNA B
ETTER | RIS R T ] W S5 A O A4 R A

IHRERF RIBE S AR S o B ARIF 2 AL PR S 3 =
PEALRE S A A HA e E A= PR AR RE 1 Y
AR, (BRI el o, R eI RS
SRS JO7 PR o 308 T ARG I H A

5 I\.‘ —H 5%%

C. tropicalis [ H MR AL 35 2 2 7E K ik —
TR A B 55 A R A B BB R, ZEA AR
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Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



HREE A | TR L2 BEAE & AR W IO IF Sk e e 2481

AR A B IR VE R N NS
I IE 50 S B A BR ) T A B A W2
Iz . Wik, FEE SR H T A
A A, Ao A ) A B A T 3% sk 4l
2, RS AR SR Y A B Tk T
e, =P EREGRNT, P RERFRED
JUIRIE s JFRIRINZ BBl B4R, LI
A E A AR R MERE ;. R A E B =154
FE A E e r i, MRS A S AR I
WZWPENLN IO, T B A R AR T
IR 42 D) 245 v (18) 0 5 i R 2 5 W) B R 110 A 4 T
P, BEBOE, Wb, T8I EREERBIEN
RNAi T4 T H, DASZE 0 3 R R 28 BEORS 40
(R . L 583 C. tropicalis i T HA,
i R AR T A 75 S S A

BRI 379 ) e AL A R X F B AR
Wl Rpe & R A EEE X, HRMREFYIK
PR A ORI | ST A 2 TR S5 T 4 o o
Ab R BN, AR R . $E T C. tropicalis
X 0 ] 4 B M AR T OR A 4E R Y A
77, (B C. tropicalis MM 32 PR 2 28 &
B XoF B — 0 S 0y A7 R RN A M S B =
b, KT R A R R i e S
M2 4 % C. tropicalis 52 FIBFFT 50/, AFF
C. tropicalis X A J57 £F 4t 2 /K fift W i ALl
F AT T A A B N S G AL S kA
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R e DL R A R R v b 1 2 RS
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