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Advances in plant caffeic acid-O-methyltransferase
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Abstract: Monolignin alcohols (type H, type G and type S) are the basic units of lignin and lignans in
plants, and their composition differences directly determine the chemical diversity and biological
activity of lignin and lignans. Caffeic acid O-methyltransferase (COMT) catalyzes the methylation of
oxygen atoms on the hydroxyl groups of phenylpropanoids, playing a critical role in the composition of
different types of monolignin alcohols, and thus acting as a key enzyme involved in the biosynthesis
pathway of lignin and lignans. A previous review published in 2010 mainly introduced the gene
characteristics of COMT and its regulatory role in lignin biosynthesis. This article summarized the latest
research progress of COMT in the past decade, including the gene characteristics, expression
characteristics, structural characteristics of COMT and its regulatory effects, and prospected future

research and application of COMT.
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B 2 R B E MR T, R PEAR BRI R R
A U O GBS AR SN COMT 192
DURRIE . RIXFRAE AP AT 2508, I 4h
A2 H A BRI TAEXT COMT (A 5% 70 3 FH i 55
AT IEER

1 COMT Wy H ¥4

wm HE R -O0- WAL B B il
O-methyltransferase, COMT), FEJ& IR EE
2 (S-adenosyl methionine, SAM) A FH JLAL{A
AL Z R R R, HETATE Mg™ 1Y
Y A O-H FE¥ B (O-methyltransferase,
OMT), =B v T4 e 4 i s Hp U719,
1.1 F3IHHE

HEIE 2A1r 2P COMT H:IAHik
W, gk 1 rhaE LA BA B EhRERY cCOMT
JE[A, Southern 2238 KB, COMT WL IEHNFE
e, HEHNMKEEREN 1 0002 000 bp, H
il 1) 24 B2 A H KEUE 300400 Z ], COMT
HEKR/ME 40 kDa 47", COMT & 145
FRFF SN I 2] C S, A7 78 A AL HE R il A A7
5 ANFPFIRSF X, 209008 : A: LVDGGGXG;
B: GINFDLPHV; C: EHVGGDMF; D: NGKVI;
E: GGKERTP"?U, 5 AMRAF X 40 2 36 4 Sk
MRERH:, HrpEEIr C umhy 3 MRSFIXE & H &
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&: 010-64807509
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Table 1| COMT from various plant sources

Sequence  GenBank Plant source

name Accession No.

AtCOMT  AAMI10127.1  Arabidopsis thaliana (L.)
Heynh.

NtCOMT  AAL91506.1  Nicotiana tabacum L.

OsCOMT ABB90678.1  Oryza sativa L.

LpCOMT AADI10253.1  Lolium perenne L.

[iCOMT AAZ95246.1  Isatis indigotica Fort.

HvCOMT BACS54275.1  Hordeum vulgare L.

ZmCOMT AABO03364.1 Zea mays L.

SoCOMT CAA13175.1  Saccharum officinarum

MsCOMT ACY06328.1 Medicago sativa L.

BepCOMT AGG91492.1  Betula platyphylla Suk.

CmCOMT AOTS85273.1  Castanea mollissima BL.

PtCOMT  AFZ78575.1 Populus tomentosa Carriere

X: cjb@im.ac.cn
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ArCOMT I| ferm s eeana MGSTA---ETQLTPVQVTED D M....AINI....s..pMSPTE 59
NiCOMT [ swcs mimie wmm #scmcs sopie < MESSTKSQIPTQSE EvFIUL- - - - ARSND - - - - - TKLSASQ 59
OsCOMT 1 ------ mMe SIAADMAA ----------- 6! TLOSAAVA(:IG-GKAALLTFAEV 65
LpCOMT ¥ omoe mmee MG SFAADMAA- - - - - - - - - .- G ..VAABG--KS--LTPTEV 58
[ICOMT 1 e cieis aia it sl MGSTVDPPTPVQIT D .ARNA-...5..QMSPAE 58
HyCOMI ] o wiove wim simneis aen eaiie Sieiis imie 4iwiid G --veABle- -KT--LTPEEV 48
ZmCOMT 1 ---v-- MGSTAGDVAR- -« v v oo e G .0REAGGGKA- ALAPEEV 6]
SoCOMT 1 - ----- MGSTAEDVAA- - - - - - ... 6! .QAEAPAGKA- - LAPEEV 60
MsCOMT ] MGSTG---EFQITPTH- - -« - -0 D ABP--GA--QISPIE 6]
BepCOMT ] ---MGSTPETQMTPTQ- - -« - v -.. D .AKABP- -GA--YLSPSE 6]
CmCOMT 1 M6SSG- - - EQMTPTQ- - - - -« -- - D -A P--GA--YLSPAE 6]
PICOMT 1 MGSTG- - - EFQMTPTQ- - - - - - .- - .. b _AKAGP. -GA. - FLSTSE 61
ACOMT 60 1BskLeT- k- -lBe 1 S-NRKLSGD@- - VE 136
NiCOMT 60 1VSQIPNCT- - KBE I SIVEDEKNNSG - QK| 139
OsCOMT 60 ADKLPSK-A- - NEa 1 -MEEGAD-BK-LS 142
LpCOMT 59 ARKLPSA-A- - NBE 1 -VEEGKD-BR-LS 135
LICOMT 59 IGSHLPT-K- . E 1 - IRKVPG-BIDT I E 136
HvCOMT 49 AAKLPSK- AESHED L -VDECAD-@S-LS 127
ZmCOMT 62 VARMPAAPS- - DRA M| -MEDRD- -@R-YE 139
SoCOMT 61 VARLPVAPT- - NBD i -MEDKD- -BK- YE 137
MsCOMT 62 IASQLPT-T- - D I -VRTQQD - @K - VO 138
BepCOMT 62 VASQLPT-T-- D 1 -LRTLPD-BR- 138
CmCOMT 62 IASQLPT- K- - NBD I -LRTLPD-BK- 138
PICOMT 62 IASHLPT-K D 1 -LKDLPD - K- VI 138
AtCOMT D 3 N T TLKMI\I 220
NiCOMT E P K N VNLKMET 223
0sCOMT D A E LET TVAAVVERH 226
LpCOMT D P E [ L¥H 219
IICOMT v BT N T THK 220
HvCOMT E DH EA v LET 211
ZmCOMT D A E \Y FET 223
SoCOMT D P E \ FMT 221
MsCOMT ] P K] T THT 222
BepCOMT E L T TH K 222
CmCOMT E L T T8 K 222
PICOMT D P T T K 222
AtCOMT C| E 303
NiICOMT L s 306
OsCOMT L E 310
LpCOMT L Q 302
liCOMT c K 303
HvCOMT L D 204
ZmCOMT L Al 306
SoCOMT (1 A 304
MsCOMT c E 305
BepCOMT c E 305
CmCOMT c E 305
PICOMT c Al 305
AfCOMT 304 sSLSTKaMV K& | lv < 363
NiICOMT 307 IDPTAVVEMSQcC KEVNL - 364
OsCOMT 311 ATAREQSMIF T A 368
LPCOMT 303 ANPSSOQ F T S . 360
LICOMT 304 SSLLTKQAL H v - 363
HvCOMT 295 ATNNAQBL I C T A-SYIFA 352
ZmCOMT 307 ATPKAQ s A-TY YA 364
SoCOMT 305 AVPKAQ S A TYILYA 362
MsCOMT 306 SSLAT Q -HENAF 365
BepCOMT 306 TSLAT O@FQVLGC - AF 365
CmCOMT 306 TSLAA QfF RV - VCSAF 365
PtCOMT 306 TSLAT Q@FEV-MCCAF 365
1 AEHEYFKE COMT [EBFHIE3 A:. LVDGGGxG; B: GINFDLPHV; C: EHVGGDMF;

D: NGKVI; E: GGKERT
Figure 1

GINFDLPHYV. (C) EHVGGDMF. (D) NGKVI. (E) GGKERT.

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben

Alignment of COMT amino acid sequences from different plant sources. (A) LVDGGGxG. (B)
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Figure 2 Phylogenetic tree of COMT from various sources. AAR24097.1: Ammi majus L.; BAO79380.1:
Anthriscus sylvestris (L.) Hoffm. Gen.; AIJW77398.1: Angelica sinensis (Oliv.) Diels; AAD48913.1:
Liquidambar styraciflua L.; NP_001312531.1: Nicotiana tabacum L.; QCO31674.1: Peucedanum
praeruptorum Dunn; AEO14870.1: Salvia miltiorrhiza Bge.; CAA52814.1: Eucalyptus robusta Smith;
BAE94403.1: Ipomoea nil (L.) Roth; AACI18863.1: Mesembryanthemum crystallinum L.; AKE73549.1:
Miscanthus sinensis Anderss.; AKE73550.1: Miscanthus floridulus (Lab.) Warb. ex Schum. et Laut.;
AKE73548.1: Triarrhena sacchariflora (Maxim.) Nakai; AKZ17612.1: Ligusticum chuanxiong Hort.;
CAA13175.1: Saccharum officinarum L.; AAL57301.1: Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench; ABS18316.1: Bambusa
oldhamii Munro;, AAP23942.1: Triticum aestivum L.; AAK68908.1: Lolium arundinaceum (Schreb.)
DARBYSH.; AAD10253.1: Lolium perenne L.; AAB71141.1: Clarkia elegans Douglas; Q6ZD89.1: Oryza
sativa L.; ADX98508.1: Panicum virgatum L.; AAZ95246.1: Isatis indigotica Fortune.; Q9XGWO0.1: Ocimum
basilicum L.; ADN27527.1: Camellia sinensis var. Assamica (Mast.) Kitam; XP_006442371.1: Citrus maxima
(Burm) Merr.; BAC54275.1: Hordeum vulgare L.; KHG13754.1: Gossypium arboreum; AAN03726.1: Coffea
canephora Pierre ex Froehn.; ACY06328.1: Medicago sativa L.; XP_004502769.1: Cicer arietinum Linn.;
NP _001240003.1: Glycine max (Linn.) Merr.; AGG91492.1: Betula platyphylla Suk.; AOT85273.1: Castanea
mollissima Bl.; CAI30878.1: Picea abies (L.) Karst.; AAK20170.1: Catharanthus roseus (L.) G. Don;
AGS44640.1: Pyrus bretschneideri Rehd.; BAC78827.1: Rosa chinensis Jacq.; AFZ78575.1: Populus
tomentosa Carriere; XP_002525818.1: Ricinus communis L.; NP_001295701.1: Jatropha curcas L.; Q43239.1:
Zinnia elegans Jacq.; XP_004235028.1: Lycopersicon esculentum Miller; NP_001315776.1: Malus pumila
Mill.; AAM67233.1: Arabidopsis thaliana (L.) Heynh.; AAG43822.1, AAC78475.1: Capsicum chinense L..

&: 010-64807509 X: cjb@im.ac.cn
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1.2 fEHIESEREN

COMT &AM R N TR A1) BGE 128 1) O
Wiy, HRPPEETZ, RN R EY R
2 EER R 3L, ASOUZ H R AR I Y
3NLE, [FRFSEME) CCoAOMT H 3EAk {4 i)
m 5B Nakatsubo ZEPS 40l EE I+ i Bt
WK COMT FEN (A4t5g54160) ¥EAT T ThEEWT
5, RUHBBBMAEAZARN R RS Y

A

Caffeic acid, R,=COOH, R,=H, R,=0OH;
Caffeoyl aldehyde, R,=CHO, R,=H, R,=OH;
Caffeoyl alcohol, R,=CH,OH, R,=H, R,=OH;

5-hydroxyferulic acid, R,=COOH, R,=OH, R,=OCH;
5-hydroxyconiferaldehyde, R,=CHO, R,=OH, R,=OCHj;
5-hydroxyconiferyl alcohol, R,=CH,0OH, R,=OH, R,=OCH,

M G, AIEMMERR . WIMEEE ., S5-FR LR
PR . S-FRFEMARAME | S-FRFEMAAAME . M &R
MARE R, LN COMT IR AMFIE A
B, BT AR Y 2R NS B S AL P 1) H
b, Hd COMT if AT R E R A& il
T N-EE-5-R R R B ERN, MY
RENS AL N-ZIE-5-F2 e A AR IR 38, iLRE

HEAL 5-¥2 e A 5-48 HT R 72 (1 3).

R, R,
P Z
COMT
P
R; R, SAM SAH R OCH,
OH OH

Ferulic acid, R,=COOH, R;=H;
Coniferaldehyde, R,=CHO, R;=H;
Coniferyl alcohol, R,=CH,OH, R,=H5;
Sinapic acid, R,=COOH, R,=OCH,;
Sinapaldehyde, R,=CHO, R,=OCH,;
Sinapyl alcohol, R,=CH,OH, R;=OCH,

Luteolin, R;=H;
Quercetin, R,=0OH

(0]

Chrysoeriol, R,=H;
I[sorhamnetin, R,=OH

0

HN/( HN’K
COMT
HO ——— > H.CO
\ £ T \
SAM SAH
N N
H H

N-acetylserotonin

3 COMT LA E et rY B &L &
b &M -5- 2 i

Melatonin

A: RN REMLEGY; B: iLEERLEY): C: i

Figure 3 COMT catalyzes the methylation reaction of different substrates. (A) Catalysis of phenylpropanoid
compounds. (B) Catalysis of flavonoids. (C) Catalysis of N-acetyl-5-hydroxytryptamine.
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COMT J& T SAM KA 1 B KA
HLEE RS, XA KR #2958 360 N4
FIRERIL, T o-IBE g Sk, HA
3 NEEMGEREL, SRR A . SR
AR =R 45 A 3 DL R AR TR — R AL e 7
M4 B N SR 45 R K03, 2010 4, Louie %0
Xof BB B COMT (LpOMT1) (2K 1 Fh A 454
HEAT T AT, Hs THAAAEY T4 OMTs,
Z IREET B Y UM I — R F1 SAM/SAH 45
BB, TR 2 NS RS —A o BHEZ .
PR A B8 0 5 1) X R R R — SR AR S5 M 3o T
JAZ L E, SAM G5 RS FAMNE, PSR
RIIEPENL AL T SAM WS 25 A 38R AH
2R o BBUIE)Z Z AN AL B, R ER LA A,
AT o BREAS B D AEdr  dd At o) B
LpOMT1 TEAR[FMG GO iA) LA
X (BAIEE . SRS - Ya G n =k
) TRIEF MRS, T T LpOMT1 Xt
TR 1 It G PE B S5 R 6 Rt , s AR A
Yif 7~ T COMT Ak 1 A1 5 52 1 49 431 1 R O
AR T B T FLAAR 45 B O

YEN — Y 220z 3= T, COMT
Iy 3 88 1 AL BIF 5 32 BT AR ORI O T
KHEIWLETE (Medicago sativa L.) 1) COMT
(MsCOMT) REfS F JLAL 57 W mE A 5-32 L Bir
PRMR B TR . S AN, LX) P A A A A T v
F0E TR . Zubieta ZPY%F MsCOMT 5
S-BRTFF-L-=2F e iR (SAH). BUBEERLL I 5-%2
FERAFOTE B2 A W S AR ZE R EA T AT, TR
TERAKY A FOTE O SR, R TT
DA 3 28 FRE TR S e 175 72 ok e A IV 0 1 i 4 1
Xf MsCOMT HJ Leul36. Alal62. Met130 #i
Asnl31 25— RG| A IL IR AT AT RAE
RINFLXNTWEFIBE R 255 58 ) S sk, Bk T
HR Yk B 25 LAY . Wang ZEPOVRBE, 4

&: 010-64807509

FBIJF COMT (ACOMT) i Jic 42w il iR A1 K 4%
XY N-£TE-5-F2 6% (N-acetylserotonin, NAS)
b EME A B E 2R, ELKY Sz
[ 43 7 X e 4 0 22 5 mT BB UE T NAS B K2
B FR M T H Y A(COMT (44, LIBRIEY)
AT A BRR AT B R ALY, S ERAA
(C296F-Q310L-V314T) ¥ ACOMT fEft NAS
AR R R B E RS T 9.5 f%.

ik COMT & A L5 PR ST, AT DLSE
BT P A P A B AR AR . Zhang 25X
AtCOMT 1) 4 N FERRFR I TR 4E, fiiHfE
PR OR RN 4 A F 3L (kL
RELE T 2004%), BHAS T 5 SRR Ak R
B, ARG, BRI TR
FHEEPT, xS EE 5 COMT # AW
B, RS T R Al RE L AR S £ BE R AL
RO BT AE RS T R A T RURE
FE ) 5 TR A T e 1 o A5

2 COMT Wkt B1E

2.1 HARIE

COMT JEPRITERY)AN R LR AL Y B A
[A], B3 e AN [R5 22 4 i) 2 57 19
e MLIEMHN (Larix gmelinii (Rupr.) Kuzen.)
) COMT BERTEML . 25 SR A Rk, H
EEPRRERRG, XSEPHEGNES
(0 A 50 2 Dk 2 5 LM AL 5 3 A 102 s ) LU TBR
# (Pyrus bretschneideri cv. Dangshan Su) HJ
COMT JtIH, JFIEfG 47 d TER Rk R
w, 63 d TR R Rk e, HIEHEER
BRAET LIS 2 IS TH e 5 AR Ry a5, e
63 d KB RAE, X5 HA M & T A
RRHIF S FH2 cOMT 3 H e 25 h %3k
A, e, mirpRikERl, X
B SRR AP S REARAF
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22 BFERIE
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(TR K i 4 1 R 2 % 6000 (PEG)
BT 5 a8 g8 4R & i
esculentum Miller) COMTI (SiCOMTI) k™,
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COMT VRS T AWy 360 e )i

3 COMT By &R

3.1 IFEARRERAK

COMT E N A5t 5 5 A= Wy & i i) G B
B, ok A AR A AR AR R TR
o A R B N s R CE R S
il FEPIUTER . BRI R R B 5 R A 1 T B
P4 COMT N RIS, X LEFR AT R HF
-7/ L NIES s I SO EE N
flan, TR (bm3) M COMT %
ik, EXKPEARRRSEBD . SSARR S &
W SIG KRB G EE, FFHTOK B
R A% o ko R BT B R (Sorghum
bicolor (L.) Moench) comt ZE781K (bm12) HLH
PR FORZERI IS, Hm R AR R i R 2
FA) LA B Stk 7K B g g 17 8 & 2E T B AE T A
E . KFE . kb, W6 COMT £k, A~
ILBARTRR &M S/G LB T, BBAT
S-F-G ARFRE (S ABE M), HfE—
SerE YR, WNEME (Betula platyphylla Suk.), )
FSF . Bt (Quaking aspen) W, COMT i
FRIEXARIR SR, FEE S/IG KRR
RO FREE ) £ 2 5028 T ILR R R
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COMT Bl J5 A 5T 2 5 53 9 28 A 15 1 S FEXT
FEY) 5]
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WERZZH5HEYERKET BRI HEg
PO e | 2 o/ N S TE R D A P U A=
COMT RIEMAEY N BRI & &, AT
AR PUNE, MHEY A K AT B L E K, Yang
U85 Rk /NE I COMT JEH (TaCOMT)
J&, FAEERMEY AR R S E AP B
TFTEFA R, Zhang D RIB AT EE (Carex

duriuscula C. A. Mey. subsp. rigescens (Franch.)
S. Y. Liang et Y. C. Tang) H1[# CrCOMT 3£,

SN AE Y AE SR a0 T 0 R Y AR K R A
FRYERE, OUARERE . AR A RIS RS
HEHRERG . INSPEPIRE SicoMT]
s T &M IR AR R R 0 & N AR, (Rl E
Perm T T 58 T F AR O EE A PR
fefed, S TS SN LS, 7
BT EABUR A

4 REERE

COMT AP RN 2R AR I CHE R, XA
[ 2RI R WY (HAL, GIUAIS AL AYHA AL
EEERFEEN, Ny sk EF &t
WEME. HAr, EdSA COMT RikKFO &
FEME . R, B S O el AR TR
JR R E AL sy, WA T AR AU AT L 9
52 YL R A R ] Rt ST A TR A R R TV A
FARTR. B— |, COMT Wi ARIEREYH
JSG I Bl , ) o e T i el it A AR H K
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KNG R LA ANREE, PANREER — RN A
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Table 2 Effect of COMT gene expression on lignin in plants

Species Method Changes of Changes of composition Plant phenotype References
content
Panicum virgatum Down- Decrease  Decreased S-lignin; increased — — [54-55]
L. regulation/RNAI G-lignin; incorporated
benzodioxane structure and
5-hydroxyguaiacyl unit
Zea mays L. Mutant(bm3)/ Decrease  Decreased S-lignin; decreased  Typical brown midrib leaf [45,56]
antisense S/G lignin phenotype
suppression
Medicago sativa L. Antisense Decrease  Decreased G-lignin and S-lignin — [57-58]
suppression
Hordeum vulgare L. RNAi Decrease  Reduced S/G lignin by about - [49]
50%, and increased
5-hydroxyguaiacyl units by
10-15 times higher than the
normal level
Nicotiana tabacum Antisense Decrease  Decreased S/G lignin, and Light red color of the [48,59]
L. suppression increased accumulation of peeled stems
5-hydroxyguaiacyl units
Saccharum RNAi/multiple  Decrease  Decreased S/G lignin Improved saccharification [60-62]
officinarum allelic mutations efficiency
Triticum Antisense Slightly Sharply decreased S-lignin Improved disease resistance [63]
aestivum L. suppression down and the mechanical

Miscanthus sinensis Down-regulation Decrease
Anderss.

Brachypodium Gene silence Unchanged
sylvaticum (Huds.)

Beauv.

Populus tremula  Gene silence Decrease
LxPopulus alba L.

Lolium perenne L. RNAIi Decrease
Festuca elata Keng Cosuppression  Decrease
ex E. Alexeev

Brassica napus L. RNAIi Decrease
Sorghum bicolor ~ Mutant(bm12) Decrease
(L.) Moench

Quaking aspen Down-regulation Unchanged
Arabidopsis Mutant Decrease
thaliana (L.) Heynh.

Betula platyphylla RNAi Unchanged
Suk.

Eucalyptus Sense suppression Increase

urophylla S.T. Blake

Decreased S-lignin and S/G
lignin

Increased G-lignin; Decreased
S/G lignin; Incorporated
5-hydroxyguaiacyl units
Decreased S/G lignin
Decreased S/G lignin

Decreased S/G lignin

Decreased S/G lignin
Decreased S-lignin; increased

G-lignin and 5-hydroxyguaiacyl

units
Decreased S/G lignin

Decreased S/G lignin

strength of stalks
- [64]

Changed flowering time;
increased number of stems

[65-66]

and stem weight; improved
saccharification efficiency
- [47,67]

- [70]
Typical brown midrib leaf
phenotype; changed root
anatomy and response to
water restriction

- [50]

- [25,51,72]

- [52]

- [73]
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