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Advances of using CRISPR-Cas13a system for tumor
diagnosis and treatment
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Abstract: CRISPR-Cas systems are well known gene editing tools, among which CRISPR-Cas9 system
targeting DNA is the most well developed. Compared with CRISPR-Cas9 system, CRISPR-C2c2/
Casl13a system derived from TYPE VI of CRISPR family that can target RNA has attracted increasingly
intense investigations in recent years. The CRISPR-Cas13a system is featured by specific recognition and
binding of single stranded RNA sequences, thus playing a role in non-specific cleavage of RNA. This
feature could be potentially applied to detect free nucleic acid in tumors or peripheral blood as a diagnostic
approach. Since Casl3a specifically targets RNA, it can directly edit mRNA transcripts of genomic DNA
to achieve the downregulation of target proteins without involving DNA editing. Therefore, Cas13a system
could be used in tumor treatment. This review summarized the advances of using CRISPR-Casl3a for

RNA targeting in tumor diagnosis and treatment, and prospected future applications.

Keywords: CRISPR-Casl3a; tumor diagnosis; tumor treatment; RNA editing; regulation of gene
expression

CRISPR-Cas £4t, Wi/ CRISPR-Cas9 &%,
HABLIR, KHHBEMERE . AL 5 51
ST 2 W, (e R 2 b ——
BN (off-target effects) PR il 17w FHM™
CRISPR/Cas9 RZGiH YT RNA (single guide
RNA, sgRNA) 2—Fliid 54 DNA F Bt
Be, MMM Cas9 2 0 JE RAH AT 401 1Y
RNA J£51., Gupta % &P, sgRNA £ 5E#0
& DNA JPAIEEEL, 51 AR SE 2848,

1 CRISPR-Cas Z %4

JILFE F9 M ] B ) 6L [l SC R 52 ) A G 2R
SEN

palindromic repeats associated proteins system,

CRISPR-Cas) & 4% A4 W) R AR AN R 5L )
BT (CUNWETRAA . TR AR B R B g 9 AR
A2 R IE Cas ZwtdpRON TR, HATH
CRISPR-Cas RGN NP RKP, 1 RRGZEEH
ZA~ Cas A MR E AW, G 1A,

(clustered regularly interspaced short

MIASFIIVAEL; 2 KRGAA A Cas HEAMFEN
WA, Han A Cas9 25 . V AYAY Casl2
AL VIFL) Casl3 H .

HET, 8o N BRI ] g i 3R 0 02 11 Y
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R 58 AL

CRISPR-Cas13a Z %t M| 5.4 B i 1 45 5+
PE, AT RVEE R A R0 E] RNA, HALEE )
RNA FRE /7 M4 [5] DNA ) CRISPR-Cas9 R %;
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JRfit T H 455, CRISPR-Casl3a BT 2 2%
VIZUE T, BR T REAEEE 0 FIFEAR RNA Z4h,
RGO RESL PN DNA 5 RNA 17 3k 1k
K, RS BB EE RG] (107" mol/L),
AL 0 SRR RDORS VARSI L i E 1 R 2 W LA
R AR IR IR IT 5, J& RNA BFFESUEm)
N Wi pUR,, HA EEMMRE L E K
FA N FH Y 77 o

2 CRISPR-Casl3a Z & A FH#

CRISPR-Cas13a (IHFx C2c2) HR&i/&—F
HI RNA /531 RNA R A VI . Cas13a R4¢
BoOmf, HfRE— Casl3afi[1. crRNA %Y
LA K B AR P 0 B AT e A s

CRISPR-Casl13a &4t %y Cas13a H 1K
¥EVER, Casl3aty crRNA W EE FFH 456314
WE AW . &5 ISR Cas13a i I HA
T i AN ] A W A R e T, — Bl A T Ad
FHATAR crRNA B BRI 1, 4Bl crRNA
5 Casl3a EHHAR NN TN S 5
— B A AR AR Y RS A A R TR A B
I8 (higher eukaryotes and prokaryotes nucleotide-
binding domain, HEPN) FRAE ) A2 A0 A% T2 TS
PE. Casl13a 54 W HEPN, Xf Casl13a &$5Y]
# RNA JFAI I RESE LT 1Y . 7E Casl3a A4
A R BAAE RNA I, ATEZEY)E] RNA PR TE
Pk {H2Y4 Casl3a 5 crRNA B9 -G Y4 A48 m)
HERNA R, crRNA FY[E]% 741 5 48 5] RNA H 4
BCXT, fil &K AR 1 (ribonucleoprotein,
RNP) ZEWMHE A, P4 HEPN 4544
FEAE, AT R — AL AL 8 i T A A
15 crRNA HEJA ) RNA UGS — e HE 8
25 crRNA 5 Casl3a RIS A2 1L,
BTG Cas13a VIEIHE RNA W96 M, i HAR)
FIHE RNA, T HUIRIHARAL A HEE RNA,

&: 010-64807509

WHEE F A SRR RNA, X —FREFRh
Cas13a [IRFHFUIEIIETE (collateral cleavage)™ .
Pk, JEF Casl3a ALY RNA BEUIE &
BEHE D) E, CRISPR-Cas13a RGEnI 1N
— R R A LR FR IR E T H 5 mRNA K T
R, R 2R E Ry iy Pad A . 2 Wria sy LA
J A I 5 SRR A T W 1 A5

3 CRISPR-Casl3a % % W2 F &
I fk

3.1 CRISPR-Cas9 %t DNA #wiERI GRS
BEARHFTE A AL KT CRISPR-Cas9 R5E
;AR R g g B9, (B A, Cas9 &
GAP HAT — & BRI BR Y o s B s i o U OV IR
Ye NARANRL S, 25 1o 40 M 5T 43 6 TC 1] 5§+ Cas9
(Campylobacter jejuni Cas9, CjeCas9) %A i,
KR ENA G S CjeCas9 BN Z4NM%, FF
e AL RS ] DNA T 8diists-. R
B LB B Cas9 RGE, AN AT A
B RE T, H B AR AR HL A R AR K PR
DNA (single-stranded DNA, ssDNA) Zfi# fit) X
K. BFEFXT DNA #E174%, CRISPR-Cas9
55 0] BE 23 X 2 A i e S e R IR 3 AN T
W . I, A% T CRISPR-Cas9 R4t
CRISPR-Cas13a{\#l [i] RNA AR5 5 Ry &8 4
3.2 CRISPR-Casl13a &%tHI RNA JAIEINRE
CRISPR-Cas13a H i [n] RNA e 14,
IE T HXT RNA BYE s, If B oA g il
HEEAY. BT DNA BEIEH WA &4k
As L, SRR RIS LERTE] . 2 AR
R EFACE IR, [Rlf, CRISPR-Casl3a R4
#E RNA I, ] L[] I 46 i 22 A L ) B
Z P8 DB B 5% 557, X AT RELL DNA 4l
Casl3a RSLHY RNA #ja) Fpk vl 7 L R 3
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KRR TT  RHE RNA S . Jing 250122
BfF Casl3a 2UiE UKS A 2 AU RNA R4 L
H, AR Y NmEBER P T
CRISPR-Casl13a #1[n] N i RNA Jf [ fif $E b
RNA HIIfE, ¥ JC RNA YIEITEPER) Casl3a
1 (deactivated Casl3a, dCasl3a) 5 A Ui 1Y
RNA AR i B L 4544 5 (hADAR2d) Fill
Al RNA ARG, LR ST mRNA
FEHRG B g B R AT R AR 3L . R, %
F G5 A Gt 0 ML B 10 DR L R s A p B
SCRAME, FEXTNUE RNA (OASHAE s, 1k
BT CRISPR-Casl3a HA WKL RNA T4
(RNA interference, RNAI) fJiRiE L FEILBIATT
Mg 71 . [FIEE, ZRGEAUH R RNA HEE S A
A LA S e SR R 0 T, R

TERE ST B R b i HRIEAE RNA T
A, FRZBAR S AR AR T
HUREN . AIEL T UL, CRISPR-Casl3a ZR 48Xl
RNA 0] 3 5 4 1 o8 foge 200 1oy S BT b 5 1) oy
SR

4 CRISPR-Cas13a % %75 % %
o B L

Gootenberg 2! 7 T — /2T CRISPR-
Casl3a RG> TR 5, s ek
R T B S RS
enzymatic reporter unlocking, SHERLOCK), %%
g MR S 1 (recombinase polymerase
amplification, RPA) K5 CRISPR A5
KL G . RPA BORZE MR FHE LM . SpEah S
S UM DNA REHE, fESRRAMFT (37-42 °C)
HATHRY BEHEOR, Al sk 48 PCR Y44 )y
A R BUE AR R BRI 2 T A, ik
TR LR L A5k T ROV A, RERIETE

(specific high-sensitivity
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I IR . F& )2 MBTES A (point-of-care testing,
POCT) B {27 58 Hh e sk
ZRGE K HZEE (DNASRNA) 4
i RPA #EATH 1, Frgead T7 RISk, St
JE i RNA 7] # Cas13a 5 crRNA H5F4545,
W5 & Cas13a YR DIRIN , 378 RNA 90k
HEREN IR R PO, W PORE S TR H i
JEH, BRIz AR v ARSI H R .
Wang 2557 T 454 PCR 734 1) CRISPR-
Casl13a Kl 24 (fiFK PCR-CRISPR), %3121
MIEPRAS I TR Wi 8 (Hepatitis B virus,
HBV) DNA J@Fl st , A B 302 fits
AR ESIE D¢ E | PCR (quantitative real-time
PCR, qPCR) %58 —3, H4x 10 {7 HBV-DNA fi§
ACEFEMERIREAS, {9 PCR-CRISPR il ),
2018 4, %5 —ft SHERLOCK il & 4t JF
K SERM . M T —4L, —ft SHERLOCK
TELLE 4 AJrms-hsEt: (1) SiACHE R
10* mol, (2) ¥ Casl3a 5 CsmVI (%#il CRISPR
FHOCHE) 256, MIMigm A . (3) Wk
M a, AL EEMERIES R, (4) 426
AR CRISPR i AT 7E [A]— & R T 52 BUAH B
SEAIRNE, LA SE AT X 4 AN A5 Y 2230 JE G
W PR A A% SHERLOCK #6024 BE [ it
LN 4 22 A5 1) 6 S o 7 B o PR B ) LB
RNA (single-stranded ribonucleic acid, ssSRNA).
2019 4EEE 4, SARS-CoV-2 #Hi AR
RSN COVID-19 & E4ER, Joung ETF
KT EFREB R R TR I ) SHERLOCK. &
4. 74, Patchsung ZU'F| ] SHERLOCK 45
W7 154 A~ LA FNIR R AR AR o 75 A7 78 7
TR TE, REUEN 96%, Frrthh 100%.
STOP (SHERLOCK testing in one pot)!'SW ki
R AR SHERLOCK, s ffAs il T FR 4 100 4~3%r
RIGEREREHE D1, 5 RT-qPCR & )y 240 L B
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A SRR . S AIRATIAE, Fozouni %)
it —2 R T B R BET-HLAY CRISPR-Casl3a
Gy vk, TR R R T, R
AR infE4E . {H SHERLOCK m%ﬁ%éftﬁ
COVID-19 B 5 4% B2 e il v i) i T IE Ak T
JebY B, A i — Ak

5 CRISPR-Cas13a % 47 BV By
5T lER

5.1 CRISPR-Cas13a T FEaI 2 RS 1T

TEMPIRE B2z Wb, AR T 1% S 1Y b e 4 D
Jrk, KA I rYiEE 25 DNA (cell free DNA,
cfDNA) Fifi/y RNA (microRNAs, miRNA) A
AT REAE ) 2

5.1.1 cfDNA H9#&in
i Je AR DA R ) AT s R e g ) A A

U1 cfDNA JE ARHSUHEC I M3 HL 19 DNA J
B, HAPEIRIRE S DNA (circulating tumor
DNA, ctDNA) HA7 IR 2 22 i i HFAE, fiE
B4R g L0 2 1 4 T AR e 0
cfDNA 4% GEAe I J5 ik B PRI P R
{345 Sanger WPk, —ARIMFFEF PCR.
Gootenberg 5| ] SHERLOCK 2 Si 6 I i
JEEIK V- BLBE ctDNA, ARG HS P oA [] 7 22
A A8 R PR B A 36 B AR G TR 732 44 L858R Il

KRR LR EEY Bl V60OE, 5 AL
SHERLOCK 9 7 505 W B 5y, RE Al DG N

/N B i 95 £ % cfDNA FrA< Ff EGFR L858R
ZR7AFF EGFR 19 S4h g FHUR R, 74, H
HIC AL, B EE M IMK cfDNA
WEIE, BEEGMNEAYREY IR E M
Kk, HE5IFIFRCR MG, Bk, m3
cfDNA V& B v 15 B 12 W 5 77 20CH T i v 78
FEpR,

&: 010-64807509

5.1.2 miRNA #9430

TEMR 40 b, miRNA 22 5 18 45 I
MG A R E R, A miRNA HEE
mRNA F MK AT 4550 mRNA BRERE, 1
SR ER R R GA, AR IE R AR I A . ek e
JHT=L, BAnm s miRNA kg 2 1 i H 4
g S R A RCR LAY miRNA,
4 miR-155 XJ Burkitt bk I A 1 [l 4R H .
R, e 2 55 9 i 4 B3 3017 miRNA [7]
FEA AT BE R R Ji i 2 B 0 A 3 T LY

il miRNA 7KF- 4% 52 75 A2 55 DNA %
MG H AR . RNA T 7 L & RT-qgPCR. Fi
Casl3a/crRNA K R 48, [FFEA] BN miRNA
B . Shan Z23F) ] LbuCas13a, B EIER}
W) NK4A4179 FiA0Y Cas13a F 11, EAZKIF
IR ) miRNAs. T Cas13a {4 5 455
P, AE TSR ) crRNA USR] H FRAZ

fiR s 5 ALFEAL T miRNA 541 AR Ui 28 5

TE Casl3a K9 miRNA A9 52BR ) H
W, Huang ZEPOIBC4S Cas13a I AL AF A, #
AL & H6H AR (electrochemiluminescence,
ECL), #J# T —7#fh CRISPR-Casl13a 4Kz ECL
& B (PECL-CRISPR), FH: J& ¥ J& H 5 i 5
miRNA 7% Casl3a &, filtk 88 HRREF
M ECL ffE5 . 7EmiE &0 T, EHM
miR-17 AREIIBRIAE] 107" mol/L, Eid A Bk
IF orRNA, % & 0 LU I A% 1R 7 ek

MR 25 X 7> miRNA B 5 i B ) R A K

AT HE CRISPR-Casl13a 35 Pr 8 v H
M, ELTFETZRET Casl3a REN
el 12 WiF- & . Bruch PR T AT
CRISPR-Cas13a 7 45 11 Hi Ak 2% B0 458 A W 4% Je%
FRARGE, AT R0 R R I I AR A R Y
miR-19b, 9 min N A fERHIEIAFNF 0.6 uL
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HIFEAL, REUE RIS 10 pmol/L.

H L AT WL, CRISPR-Casl3a R&GiAE R —Fh
POHRT AL R A2 W T, B T I AR DG
s ) 2 W, B RSAS R S T R4 Y
s, JEHFER . REER, E2HEST
A R A B R BT T
5.2 CRISPR-Cas13a Fi T HhERIETT

B TRzl AR, CRISPR-Casl3a %
gt 6 A]AE M iR 9T T R AR o i A
(oncogene) & 45 5 4 A 1) b Jed V5% AL A G Y 2
N, HRERIEAEAEGRMIENEA . S
I+, CRISPR-Casl3a #%t 3 BLif i Ff 5 MUl
I BEAR IR 40 A e 2L R ) mRNA (R A, 774E
AR BT I BIVE T, DA 5 90 40 L AR e
FET-5E, IR ENIH MR A K A EH .

5.2.1 BRARSE

ALY KRAS 2 [P B v 28 60 Y 5K ) 9o
[, Zhao ZSHEW] T CRISPR-Casl3a R4%
R S AT LT KRAS 28 78 T JIL 987 1) 8 1) 32
7 o WFSEE JoAE crRNA $EXUE P 5| A —> gt
i, ffi CRISPR-Casl3a Z 4ifiefs4s SikiR
KRAS-G12D mRNA , Tfif %} F 8 4 B KRAS
mRNA (RN F= ] . Z 5%+ KRAS
FE R AL AR AR 4N, CRISPR-Casl3a R 4%
[ AT LUK S P b BRI 28 28 KRAS 3 mRNA
BRI, JFolEMMBET, e 5|
TR ) R AR N
522 EBHE

= 16 R N FL Sk R 9% B (high-risk human
papillomavirus, HR-HPV) 4 HPV16 F1 HPV18
TR ) RS R, R S A R R
CRISPR-Cas13a f& T {841 X Mg 40 il vh HPV 1
WiBR Y 4 %15 . Chen 25PN i % itH45 71y
crRNA, fif Cas13a RZGEA[LIHE ] HPV16/18 (1)
E6/E7 mRNAs., LIZREKYW, FEHH

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben

CRISPR/Casl13a R & fie A &5 H R 5 o T 4
HPV16/18 i) E6/E7 mRNAs f%: 5%, %S HPV16
FHYE SiHa 41 i A1l HPV 18 PHYEAY HeLa 4 i A
gl TS, ik, @it CRISPR/Casl3a R4%
#U[5] HPV E6/E7 mRNAs A 244t HPV #H ¢ 5 %
S (1) — TR T RS
523 BRIE

CRISPR-Cas13a ZR&G¢RE AT %P4 132 i i ¢
2 M 985 L DR 19 635 . Wang 2P R AE B AR
Yk BT CRISPR-Cas13a Xif JitfJgd 4 Jid iy B
YIEIE . 76 B 4 e EGFRVITIE AU
CRISPR-Cas13a FRGEHl [n] 58748 1) K f2 AL KA F
Z4K (epidermal growth factor receptor, EGFR)
FEH, ERR MR EGFR i mRNA 323537
AR DI BN . TR, ST IR AR E], 7E
/N BRI AR Y v /)N B T S5 98 B TR I s, e
T ) I A A R AT DS . R R, BB
FHl CRISPR-Cas13a 72 ¢ #8 [m) 98] 15 9 3 K] 1) e 5%
SEVRYT IR i — I AE 1
5.2.4 FERtSE

I ) R L DR A b, dn SR A i
Casl3a 8 H B RBEARTENE, W o 5 4%
Hilo Qi SFEPNEHTF X RGAE N A A,
JF¥+ Casl3a T ) DNA FHIE Mt A B ik
FH, M T — 454 CRISPR-Cas13a £ik [
HH KRG . AHEWIBSRBT, B
5637 Fll T24 DS T FRIA KA Casl3a &
H, IR R A DG AR 5 5k ) 1 (metastasis-
associated lung adenocarcinoma transcript 1,
MALAT1) fENEE AT UIH) . B 5E 3 A 2
TR QRT-PCR Rz ZE MALAT1 1)
TR, Z5RE/R, 454 7T CRISPR-Casl3a
FIR RIS RG] LAAT RO L] MALATI
ik, ML, @i Al #% CRISPR-Casl3a fE—
B[] 5% 25 () b 8 45 9 55 ) mRNA % 5%, 7]
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YR I8 RS W6 TT BB R s
6 RES5EE

3T CRISPR-Casl3a RS & MR
DB AR 1 e 22 03 A o S vk, R R A G
o i 0 ) P R A T 0 500 2% 72 A T R T R
ARG H A PR W o H A 500 Y
AEAE U IH 386 5 I R 1 B AR AT 5 S W b F 5
MoEE, KT IEIRIT A B M & 2k,
CRISPR-Cas13a RSG5 Eik— 11k .

CRISPR-Cas13a Gt By Y1 #2500 2 75
I3z b 2R BT IR A e b DA R an e i — 25 Ak
%R G AR R AR B A R, ] n
crRNA A2 1) i B D A% R P 910, Lk
AR B 5T AT BT 5 1) A= W A5 B A 38 U 4
MU WIAZ IR FF 51 LA /2 crRNA BYFE S,
Ab, miRNA FH-F g R i W, KT 5
M) miRNA 5805, LURIEIZ W4 SR i i
PE, B, TERRMEHE T BEE & TE B
) miRNA FHOEAZ IR 7 41 DA I 3% 3k i 58 1
miRNA F2¢. %4, CRISPR-Casl3 R4 N
RNA 4 5 G5l 2 1 % iy SEUE 3] o it 2
HE DRI (R I RIG YT R R 4G 35 6 DR iy Rk i e
e BEN o

REFEAE—E PR, BT orRNA 1Y
¥ Sk K& CRISPR-Casl3a % 4 Y 72 #i ,
CRISPR-Cas13a RGANA BAEMEIGIT Jr A
% &, HHJ, CRISPR-Casl3a T APRIIGIT
FIERAF R O &l T AP, (HiE S H A R
H A EARAR R AT i — PR R
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