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Abstract:  Para-aminobenzoate (PABA) is an important chemical for organic synthesis and extensively used in
pharmaceutical and dye industry. In recent years, PABA has received increasing attention as a potential component of
high-strength polymer. In Escherichia coli, three genes of pabA, pabB and pabC are responsible for PABA production from
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chorismate in folate synthetic pathway. However, E. coli does not accumulate or accumulates very few amounts of PABA
under normal growth condition. In this study, the tyrosine-producing E. coli TYR002 constructed previously was used as the
starting strain for developing PABA-producing strain. First, the activity of bifunctional chorismate mutase/prephenate
dehydrogenase TyrA in E. coli TYR002 was weakened to reduce the production of tyrosine. Then, three different constitutive
promoters were used to regulate the expression of pabA, pabB and pabC in recombinant plasmid which was transformed into
E. coli for improving PABA production. The shake-flask fermentation showed that the different combination of constitutive
promoters significantly affected the production of PABA, and the highest shake-flask fermentation titer was 0.67 g/L. After
further condition optimization, the engineered E. coli produced 6.4 g/L PABA under 5 L fed-batch fermentation. This study

could be a good reference for improving microbial production of PABA.
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Fig. 1 4-aminobenzoic acid biosynthetic pathway in E. coli. PEP: phosphoenolpyruvate; E4P: erythrose-4-phosphate;
DAHP: 3-deoxy-D-arabino-heptulosonate-7-phosphate; 3-DHS: 3-dehydroshikimate; CHR:  Chorismate; 4-ADC:
4-amino-4-deoxychorismate; PABA: para-aminobenzoate; pgi: phosphoglucose isomerase gene; tktA: transketolase gene;
pyk: pyruvate kinase gene; aroF °f: DAHP synthase mutant (tyrosine feedback-inhibition resistance™); tyrA:

bifunctional  chorismate  mutase/prephenate

dehydrogenase;

pabA: glutamine amidotransferase; pabB:

4-amino-4-deoxychorismate synthase; pabC: 4-amino-4-deoxychorismate lyase.
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Table 1  Strains used in this study

Strains Relative characteristics Sources

E. coli WJ060 DSM 1576 Py 12-ar0E*, Py a7-aroF o7, AtyrR, Py 12-9alP, Pyyea-glk, Lab collection™™®

E. coli TYR002 Aptsl, Pyi-12-PYKA*, Pui-12-PYKF*, Pyi-12-pgi* Lab collection®!
E. coli WJ060 Py;.93-aroE

E. coli DH5a F-®80lacZAM15 A (lacZYA-argF) U169 recAl endAl hsdR17 (rK™, mK™) Beijing TransGen
phoA supE44 A-thi-1 gyrA96 relAl This study

E. coli PABA 0 TYRO002 P1-TyrA* This study

E. coli Control E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184 This study

E. coli PABA 1 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-1 This study

E. coli PABA 2 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-2 This study

E. coli PABA 3 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-3 This study

E. coli PABA 4 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-4 This study

E. coli PABA5 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-5 This study

E. coli PABA 6 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-6 This study

E. coli PABA 7 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-7 This study

E. coli PABA 8 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-8 This study

E. coli PABA 9 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-9 This study

E. coli PABA 10 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-10 This study

E. coli PABA 11 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-11 This study

E. coli PABA 12 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-12 This study

E. coli PABA 13 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-13 This study

E. coli PABA 14 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-14 This study

E. coli PABA 15 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-15 This study

E. coli PABA 16 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-16 This study

E. coli PABA 17 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-17 This study

E. coli PABA 18 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-18 This study

E. coli PABA 19 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-19 This study

E. coli PABA 20 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-20 This study

E. coli PABA 21 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-21 This study

E. coli PABA 22 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-22 This study

E. coli PABA 23 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-23 This study

E. coli PABA 24 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-24 This study

E. coli PABA 25 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-25 This study

E. coli PABA 26 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-26 This study

E. coli PABA 27 E. coli PABA 0 harboring pACYC184-PABA-27 This study

E. coli PABAOO1 E. coli TYRO002 harboring pACYC184-PABA-4 This study

* An asterisk indicates that the first base in the coding region is changed from Ato T.
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Table 2 Plasmids used in this study

Plasmids

Relative characteristics

Sources

Crispr-Cas9 system plasmids

pCas repA101(Ts) kan Pcas-cas9 ParaB-Red laclg Ptrc-sgRNA-pMB1

pTargetF
pTargetT-TyrA|(with donor DNAS)
Expression plasmids
pACYC184-PABA-1
pACYC184-PABA-2
pACYC184-PABA-3
pACYC184-PABA-4
pACYC184-PABA-5
pACYC184-PABA-6
pACYC184-PABA-7
pACYC184-PABA-8
pACYC184-PABA-9
pACYC184-PABA-10
pACYC184-PABA-11
pACYC184-PABA-12
pACYC184-PABA-13
pACYC184-PABA-14
pACYC184-PABA-15
pACYC184-PABA-16
pACYC184-PABA-17
pACYC184-PABA-18
pACYC184-PABA-19
pACYC184-PABA-20
pACYC184-PABA-21
pACYC184-PABA-22
pACYC184-PABA-23
pACYC184-PABA-24
pACYC184-PABA-25
pACYC184-PABA-26
pACYC184-PABA-27

pMB1 aadA sgRNA

pMB1 aadA sgRNA-TyrA | (636bp)

P1-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P2-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P3-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P1-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P2-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P3-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, Cm®
P1-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P2-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P3-pabA-T7, P1-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P1-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P2-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P3-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P1-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P2-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P3-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, Cm®
P1-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P2-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P3-pabA-T7, P2-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P1-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P2-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P3-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P1-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P1-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P2-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR
P3-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P2-pabC-T7, p15A, cmR
P1-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P2-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CmR
P3-pabA-T7, P3-pabB-T7, P3-pabC-T7, p15A, CcmR

Lab collection®
Lab collection®
This study

This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
This study
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Fig. 2 Schematic diagram of the recombinant expression plasmid pACYC184-PABA-Z (Z=1, 2..., or 27).
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Table 3 Primers used in this study

Primer name

Primer sequence (5'—3")

pACYC184-pabC-F
pACYC184-pabC-R
P1-pabC-F

P2-pabC-F
P3-pabC-F

pabC-T7-R
BamH [ -P1-pabB F

BamH I -P2-pabB F
BamH [ -P3-pabB F
pabB-T7-Ava I R
P1-pabA-F
P2-pabA-F
P3-pabA-F
pabA-T7-R

PACY C184-pabA-F
PACYC184-pabA-R

ATACGCGAGCGAACGTGAAGCG
TCATTCTGCTAACCAGTAAGGC

GGITATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCTTTTGGTGC
GTCAGTCAGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCT ATGTTCTTAATTA ACGGTTATAAGC
GGITATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCTGAGGTGGC
TTATTATTCGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCT ATGTTCTTAATTAACGGTTATAAGC
GGTITATCTCTGGCGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCGTATTGTTAG
CATGTACGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGTTCTTAATTAACGGTTATAAGC
CAAAAAACCCCTCAAGACCCGTTTAGAGGCCCCAAGGGGTTATGCTAGTCAGCGATGCAGG

CCGGGATCCTTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCTT
TTGGTGCGTCAGTCAGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGAAGACGTTATCTCCCGCTGTG
CCGGGATCCTTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCTGA
GGTGGCTTATTATTCGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGAAGACGTTATCTCCCGCTGTG
CCGGGATCCTTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCGT
ATTGTTAGCATGTACGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGAAGACGTTATCTCCCGCTGTG
GCCCCCGAGCAAAAAACCCCTCAAGACCCGTTTAGAGGCCCCAAGGGGTTATGCTAGTTA
CTTCTCCAGTTGCTTCAGG
CGCTCTAGATTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCTT
TTGGTGCGTCAGTCAGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGATCCTGCTTATAGATAACTAC
CGCTCTAGATTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCTGA
GGTGGCTTATTATTCGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGATCCTGCTTATAGATAACTAC
CGCTCTAGATTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCGT
ATTGTTAGCATGTACGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCTATGATCCTGCTTATAGATAACTAC
GCGGGATCCCAAAAAACCCCTCAAGACCCGTTTAGAGGCCCCAAGGGGTTATGCTAGTTA
GCGATGCAGGAAATTAGCC

GGGGTTTTTTGGGATCCCGCTATATGCGTTGATGCAATTT

GCCAGAGATAATCTAGAGCGTACAACTTATATCGTATGGG

tyrA promoter sgRNA F GACGGCTCGCGTGGCTTAAGGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAATAGC
tyrA promoter sgRNA R ACTAGTATTATACCTAGGACTGAGC

P1 promoter!*®!

P2 promoter*®

P3 promoter!*®!

S-TTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCC
TTTTGGTGCGTCAGTCAGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCT-3’
5-TTATCTCTGGCGGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCTGAGGTGGCT
TATTATTCGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCT-3'
S-TTATCTCTGGCGTGTTGACAAGAGATAACAACGTTGATATAATTGAGCCCG
TATTGTTAGCATGTACGTTTAAACCAGGAAACAGCT-3'

The underlined is the sequence of synthetic promoter corresponding to the primer name.

R TERE AL e T A 7= X B R R . PR IR
W% &4 3 mL LB 1, 30 “C. 250 r/min 53
12-18 h, FR6F 1 mL B5 32 RN T 200 mL Ff 555
Fded, 30 C. 250 r/min 535 12-16 h, AR5
200 mL FhFiR iR BB 1.8 L KGR &
T ERIRWE N 22.6 mg/L 195 L REERED, 1
35 C. pH 7. %4 30%M 21 T K lE . Ak il
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B e sk S KT 5 g/l LUK pH.
M 16 h JFUh, AERE 4 h BORERG I & I T b %) 7 2
WL R A B 2 SR R 5 2
1.25 ARE=Y s kRN

TR FH A 0 A2 SRS I SO A o i TR VAR 4 e
THFERE, DA OB €0 (SRS % 22 BE 2 F R
fik S R I AR B it UK VA 0.1 mol/L MR B &k
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R B 24 %5 805 B 0.5 mL T 12 000 r/min 5.0
5min, BCIEWRHIFE, FWBAH Bl4cfF: UvD
M#E, Innoval C18 {444 (4.6 mmx250 mm, 5 um),
TEhAH A K BERR=1 000 : 1 (VIV, & 80%),
B MHEE (15 20%), i 30 C, ik 0.8 mL/min,
R 4 310 266 nm ., 280 nm SRR b
SR 3 AEATRE, SEERERELA 3 AT
BI(E o U 24 52K IR LA I I 2 TR A o oty ) 2
HPLC #rifEh £k . 40060 THT 600 nm Ab il &
ODeoo TELAFE SRy BAE S [R] 4 PR A 1 o

2 ER5AW

21 tyrA FUREVHNEEFRBRETH
=AU

Hi AR B B bk E. coli TYR002 7] LL7ESE
K B A R a R, R 1 AR AR AT
TN, G SRR R SR G o 2 R R ) i AR
[, G g 2R ) AR ] 7 )
Xof g A FH TR R 2 IR 1) 6 J A A B U 43 T o
PIRIRR , [RIL, b T 3 5 i 1) 4 2 560K H R 5 A
TR MR AR LG ARE T, B Ik 5 A
IR 5 R R o 751 & TEFR E. coli TYR002 He,
FI ] CRISPP/Cas9 R g 1 )5 12, il 7E tyrA
FEATHRA T7 20k F 555 8 7 PLIE T E. coli
PABAO, FEAIR T JIE Ak 20 M A & I 2ok 2 v 1) 1% 2R
FHEH 7F E. coli TYR002 #1 E. coli PABAO %% A
FIRXFE IR R A I pabA. pabB il pabC
B 20 kL pACYC184- PABA-4 (3% 2) MH4T T4H%
A TESTHT . 48 h BB L 2 R (K 3), tyrA
IR 5540 5 R R R 7 W] G, sS4k
Ay 109 mg/L b F+3] 362 mg/L, 7 &3 ik il 3
fi o TRV 1 202 1 B R B B R, S AR 1Y
2.64 g/L FREF 219 glL, FFET 17%. H TiF
A REMEARM R, il — 45510
P& tyrA NIZ AT DAk L4 R 2 R H R 1 A
A&7 -
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3.0 OL-tyrosine BPABA 10.40
»sl 1 1035
=50l T 40.30 R
@ 10.25 \—%
215 1020 =
2 o
o] fo1s 2

-

(=
wn

10.10
ol 1 0.05
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E. coli TYR0O2 E. coli PABAO

3 EBHWEMHEMRA pACYCL84-PABA-4 HYy E. coli
TYRO002(tyrA K554t E#k) 5 E. coli PABAO (tyrA 5§
HER)ERABEESSR

Fig. 3 Shake flask fermentation of E. coli TYR002 and
E. coli PABAO harboring pACYC184-PABA-4, respectively,
at 48 hours.

22 A REEERNTFHEIAIE pabA. pabB FA
pabC RiEM W REFFER S KA M

B 1 XT2 R R G BGRFE T A, Aor s
TR 2| % & 32K H iR ¥ S pabA . pabB Fl pabC =1~
FEH . FEIEFEAMT, KB Hae i 2t
FHAEHR (K 4, XIBEEEHK E. coli Control).
M, TSR R G R ST, W T
pabA. pabB Fll pabC = /NFEH AT RIKAFE . A
AFSEIEHL T 3 AR B AR = K3l 110 £ 50
ff) PL. P2 Fl P3 (i3l T %53 3)M, 23515
pabA. pabB fll pabC =AFEHE TG, WHT
27 FhARIA G EAR IR (£ 2), X
27 PSR 2 A i B 41 3RAK TR 43 1 5 A tyrA 55 4k
B KB E E. coli PABAO 3515 27 4 T REHitk.
SR 5 18 R PRI K T BT AN [R) 4 ik PR A X X 24
FERER A B 50 . Rl 4A F B AIAl, Joie
FE 24 h i J2& 48 h K EE551F T , pabA .pabB #il pabC
AN R AN [R) 2 Rk R A B 3 T o e SR
IR AR, B iR & 70 £, M H A
P B[] ) 28 A X 7 s AT 77 A R IR ) o 78 27 Fif
AFAHAFEF, B PLE pabA . P1 il pabB
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1 P2 21 pabC BILLS2RAG 1 fie i B X AL
BRrehE, A 420 mg/L, UG IE R A AR
FRACGHR AR A R . ARIEE 4 M2 Rt
— T, AT, KX R
AR MEH G Z AT P3RS, X 4R
P W SR Rk AR A A F H AR L R
25 AR A e AR R A A A R T
BRI 7P S A
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Fig. 4 Effect of different combination of gene expression on PABA production. (A) 24 h shake-flask fermentation. (B)

48 h shake-flask fermentation.
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Fig. 5 Effect of different fermentation temperature on PABA production. (A) 24 h shake-flask fermentation. (B) 48 h

shake-flask fermentation.

24 MEREMERBES A ABRLEF

FE 1 AR 5 35 DR 30k 9 s A0 2 T L 5 i o
RIETE IR A TR R FERE I, AR — 2 T T
IR AR H TR HEAMEH & WA P i oY . 348 35 °C
YER 5 L WEM R REREE , 20 LS e fit)a sh 741
HHY tyrA SSALTERRAA 5 AL R T X AR A
HIR At A B R . Attt & e ol A rp R R i
12 h RSB, DMRIEE S 30% 410
12 h SRR A G OLB i b i e ol R R Y
FRASHI B FEPEHITE 5 g/L LI, DR 2RI
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2o BV RS M AN A K A0 R e =2 SR RS
FVEHR A T SR, 2 AR T DA TR 11 K
Az AR ANE 6 Fin o ARYE R LS R, S A B
SFAE tyrA 550 IR = T IR 6.4 g/L Xt
IR, W FFESE T tyrA RS L R bR i 2
REFHER 1.95 g/L Xf 2R PR, i e & T
2 3.3 £, tyrA REGILHPRAT LI SR sk 4y 37 g/L
AT TR , T tyrA 5500 TR PR 9 7% 2R B 2 4t DI R iR
AR, fems RAVA 8.76 g/l NI, AHFFTdiEss
tyrA 554k R 9 SR s T A K e AP SR I B8R

joe}

PABA (g/L)

ODy. glucose & L-tyrosine (g/1.)

8§ 16 24 32 40 48 56 64
Fermentation time (h)

Bl 6 KXHTE SL REFED AL B P S BB A R R
Fig. 6 5 L fed-batch fermentation for PABA production by engineered E. coli. (A) E. coli PABAOOL. (B) E. coli
PABAA4. Circle: ODggo; square: PABA; diamond: L-tyrosine; triangle: glucose.
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