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Whole-cell biotransformation for simultaneous synthesis of
L -2-aminobutyric acid and D-gluconic acid in recombinant
Escherichia coli
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Abstract: A whole-cell catalyst using Escherichia coli BL21(DE3) as a host, expressing L- threonine dehydratase from
Escherichia coli, and co-expressing leucine dehydrogenase from Bacillus cereus and glucose dehydrogenase from Bacillus
subtilis for cofactor regeneration, was constructed and used for one-pot production of L-2-aminobutyric acid (L-ABA) and
D- gluconic acid from L-threonine and D-glucose. We used shake-flask culture to study the whole-cell catalytic condition
including temperature, pH, proper permeabilization of cells and optimal wet cells amount. Moreover, the whole-cell
catalyst was cultured in 5-L fermentor by fed-batch fermentation, and 164 g/L L-threonine and 248 g/L D-glucose were
converted to 141.6 g/L L-ABA and 269.4 g/L D-gluconic acid. The whole-cell catalyst is promising to fulfill industrial
reguirements for L-ABA and D-gluconic acid.
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L-2-ZJE TR (L-ABA) Jj:—FaE RIR LR,
AR N E S ETAY) A R R T2, s
FAFE5R6 Y7 10 L T BEFNA FLVE3E, DL R
292 PR, HETE I & HiE£ L-ABA ()
AW R AR R e W e T S
TRl 2, (EAK BRI i 0 T 245 Y A S 5
JRTPER R ZENS — AR (RPIA R4S [, NADH)
Je A AR U Y P ARG, fE o T A, 1
43F NADH 1] DI 2 4~ 7 T 5 L A ik
B, T EEERS B B, BRI T HAE Tl K Ry
FH, BT B — b 4 R0 B B X bR E A 7 P A
TEER, LD bR e, 5 PR BHE DS NADP)H
HREIEMA R A PIRRE  —Fi 2 FHR/FDH F2E NADH
A%, W4 (Formate dehydrogenase, FDH) &
— PP T AEAE T R R R %) 20 T B R P I
2 H AT NAD™ A4 I S8 [ P9 AN 5T B £ 1)
fitizz—1%, FDH AT LA H RSk A i CO,, [RIRHS
AALASIAIEG NAD RN NADH, 55 —FR iz
Wi IGDH FE4= NADPH 1k &, 7 %5 4k i A il
(Glucose dehydrogenase, GDH) J&—Fl4a 4k 14 J5i i,
Ak D-HI A2 D-H AR , (R S AR
fitt NAD*5f, NADP'i& 5> NADH 5 NADPH, 7E4:
SEAESLT , NAD'YE M4BT, GDH AYBEIE R
e NADPH 1 A i 510 2 Hehikse R LA
TAEFAXT GDH 17 seEFTE RT3k
KDY AR T P TS AR S IR, SEL R AR
JE R R R AR Y

BN Galkin ZE L4 2-F T HR RS, i s
QMM AW (LDH) F4iHE (NADH) 11 5 i H il
AR AR (FDH), 23545 36 g/L ) L-ABA,
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97.3%1FK, FERIAF| T 6.37 g/(L-h), LT
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AL N IERE, T BB S S B E, HHRE
HMIEERIN— s B P 5HIE (NAD'EE) A SCh 14
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RIEY), D-HEMEEIRY), DL LTD A1 LDH —i2
M TE4HITE NADH TR A 2R IA R, 4
ML L-ABA 1 D-#5ZgkR (& 1), Horp
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EWERRE:Y . BENERR 5-INAR) E—REHRnEE
AU, EEM TP 2 FERRR . LR
AL BERER . E RN EIRGRRER . R
B

1 MB5h%
11 EHRARR

pPMD18-T wifE# (A H TaKaRa T T4
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o KRIBFF# BL21(DE3) 1 A Invitrogen 23] o
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Fig.1 Scheme of the reaction catalyzed by the whole-cell catalyst*®.
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EHA YR ES DL A HITACHI A F) ; ER0RH
i . AR . AR A Adilent A5 R
{31 A Thermo 22w ; A iU B SONICS/A 5
PCR Ul H Bio-Rad A3 5L A REfEN B FifEf2%
AR TRA RAFL
13 FHFRNME

MR AR L2 R B A B E I Itd ™)
(GenBank %315:948287) #&it514) T1 A1 T2 GCH
Fr AR 1), BS54 T1 /) 5565 A BamH 1
BEDIT 5, S 190 T2 14 535 | Hind 11T Y 5.

R CL i 18 (A IS 25 AT 1T 1) e 2 e ot S il 5
ldh J¥51 (GenBank %55 . 1206507) #it5|
Y FLF F2, B9 FL A9 5555 A BamH 1 i)
fi, TSI F2 19 5351 A Sac T BEYIA A5 .

R L T 140 Aty R 2 AT T ) 7 2 M S il
gdh J#5117 (GenBank %51 5 : 938261) i34
R1f1R2, 514 R1 B 55651 A BamH T B
M, RS R2 /Y 5w | A Hind T BEUIA AN

TNARIGFF R . BEFEZEARAT IR . Al B 2R AT o
JEIFZH DNA MM, 987 PCR$4#, PCR ™1zt
RIEAE, LRI S TR, [l
B, iR iR pMDAS-T, WG PRI FGA 3,
{1k pET28a(+), AL ARtk E. coli BL21(DE3), &
TRE R e E 4 Tk pET28a(+)-Itd, pET28a(+)-Idh,
PET28a(+)-gdh, #RJ5 RIS [ G1 F1 G2, Liff

%1 AWREA PCR G514
Tablel Primersfor PCR amplication used in this study

Primer name  Primer sequence(5'-3) Redtriction site

T1 ACCGGGATCCATGGCT BamH [
GACTCGCAACCCCT

T2 CCCAAGCTTTTAACCC Hind 1T
GCCAAAAAGAACCTG

F1 CGGGATCCATGACATT BamH [
AGAAATCTTCG

F2 CGAGCTCTTAGCGAC Sac |
GGCTAATAATATC

R1 CGGGATCCATGTATCC BamH [
GGATTTAAAAGG

R2 CCCAAGCTTTTAACCG Hind TIT
CGGCCTGCCTGG

G1 ACATGCATGCCGATCC Sh
CGCGAAATTAATAC

G2 GAAGATCTTTAACCGC Bgl I
GGCCTGCCTGG

The underlined sequences are restriction enzyme sites.
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5191 G1 1 5%is | ABEYINLS Soh T, TS 49 G2 19
S | ABFUINLS Bl 11,

DL ZH Tk pET28a(+)-gdh itk , i#4T PCR
PR, HeRFUINL S A TAERY), RO B, 5N
Y ki pET28a(+)-ldh 48, AL Ak E. coli
BL2U(DE3) H, F A & A %5 2 i %k = 41 i kL
PET28a(+)-Itd/gdh.

IR ORI TR SRUE, s FAE T
AW SE RGN, S8 E A 5 2 A S A kAL A A
14 EFESEFREZG

R 0E R AR 10 gL, EHEEW 5g/L,
NaCl 10 g/L.

KRS BRI 12 g/l , BERHERW) 8glL,
KsPOs 4 g/L, NaCl 3g/L, — /KGR 21 gL, #r
BERR k4% 0.3 g/L, Hih 10g/L, (NH.),S0,2.5g/L,
MgSO,-7H,0 0.5 g/L .

Fh g% HIMELL 1% R T 5 mL #h1
Rigike, FIREEELUE 100 pg/L, 37 °C. 200 r/min
FEIREEFE 10 h,

R BEE — AT 15 5% BT 1%Lk B EE
F| 150 mL LB 555k, RABEE R AWK 100 pylL,
37 “C. 200 r/min K555 6 h,

5L KREHEREE: —gRFLL 5%l T
25 L KEEEEFIEA . IR 37 °C, pH R 7.0,
558 200 r/min, 3@ vwm, KEEFRS pH R
SR B0%2K A shiitile Y4 TR L Ree, 4
FRpaE 20%0L) 1. 3 hJE#5Eg#iT 4 600 r/min,
R IE TR, BEETIFIRAMEE, #MRMEE RS R
400 g/L, WEEAME 259/L, BEEHEEU 50 g/L, il
i ARSI E A RIAE 10%L) F ., 24 ODgg KT 18
Bf, JA 0.2 mmol/L IPTG #17iAS:, RIS
28 C, 4kZikisE 15h, KSR )G, RIBRZAUR
B0 (8000 r/min, 15min), $RJ5-20 CI#-1%.

15 BEEMERINE

ELOE AR TCRK A PIE , 0.1 mol/L
P BRZE MR BB, SRIGTE 4 CF A2k
ITHMRERE, B0 EESEIMIEER . LTD, LDH,
GDH FEE I E 43 51125% Umbarger 71 Brown™ |
Ansorge Fl Kuld™® | Fujita 4 (14114 .
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16 2MpEELEH BCEEh 1: 5, ISY) L-03 22 5 D-H M i ey

FEFEI P AT 2 20 M pi b S A, B il 1: 1 (mol/moal), B L-# %% 15 g/l , D-#i%ih% 22.7 gL,
180 r/min, 4 30 °C, pH #Hil7E 7.5, 0.1 mol/L SRR 50 mL . &AL A 30 'C,80 min
WERRER S i, I8 x-100 VREE 0.3% (VIV), 1R B 56 2 k.

M 40 gL, T%HE BL21-LDH %5 BL21-LDH/GDH BT, R E SR ARy A= P AL R B
BCEh 1: 5, iKY L-52A R S D-HIA MR Nt A — DI EMEARCR Y pH E (B2 7EZ ML
1:1 (mol/mol), B L-7344#2 15 g/L, D-#i%ih 22.7 gL, RFR A, BRI pH (AR, FrA T 88
FAAT A 50 mL . 2 18 pH X AW SN AR LB [ P S i Ak
. . Z W, H. WA e

21 EHHEMWESRIE WLAE Y, Bl pH R 7.5,

PR T AR 3] T R R BL21-LTD Al
BL21-LDH/GDH, 7354547 41 itk pET28a(+)-ltd, e M 1 2 e
pPET28a(+)-Idh/gdh, 7y 35 ik 1 2 IH o 2 ok e
My 3, BL21-LTD #1 BL21-LDH/GDH f4 85 I, 66.2—
PKIEEINE 2A . B iR, LTD. LDH, GDH & H 4> LD

45—
FRAr51h 56.2. 39.9, 28.1kDa,

22 =YRREE{LEEFE L-ABA 0 D-BIEHEER &
Rk
221 BES pH XTSRRI

[ERive 7 - R WO A A i 3
i J S 07 AR B PR 2%, [R) i v Rt 2 5 B A A e
A T 3A . %EET 25-50 C B2 ZEHAMEKE (A: BL21-LTD; B: BL21-L DH/GDH)
ORI, pH 75,00l 50,2 DSMCE adyie o BLALLTD () o
WERELZE R, M8 x-100 ¥EE 0.3% (VIV), 11 by IMAC; 2: soluble fraction of LTD; 3: co-expressing of LDH
A4k 40 g/, T 2% BL21-LTD 5 BL21-L DH/GDH and GDH.

A B
100 - v

80 -

S S
= 60f S
o o=
R 5
= 40+ >
S —=—25°C g
© ——30 C 3
20 ——35C
r ——40C
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t (min) ¢ (min)

3 BE (A) 0 pH (B) xt¥E{k &AM
Fig. 3 Effect of reaction temperature (A) and buffer pH (B) on the whole-cell catalyst. (B) Effect of buffer pH on
whole-cell catalyst.

& : 010-64807509 B<: cjb@im.ac.cn



2032 ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q Chin JBiotech December 25,2017 Vol.33 No.12

222 HEEBERINT AL R

BESR R PIRD TR TR A A T 2 di i L, e
Y L RS EH BL21-LTD %64k 2-F THz, 2-F
THRTHEA BL21-LDH/GDH 14kl L-ABA, M
3685 335 1 e AR AT RE 2 RE M AL SO R . T
v MR T AHORE | 20 A AR TR AR RE
ATLLGEAT PR AT e R A RE | 3 i
P o A A B A A H A RIS i e
Pk, Bl THAMMERE | B2 8] 7 — @ rRIR, Hxt
=W T B8 15 B T o3 B 58 M .
YL EE T T IAR 2, b R TE R R
(7 P i T R 15 50001 A B v A i A
ALVE A A MRS RS S ], B AR BE x-100,
CTAB. hili-80 4TS, B FCAEA[RIVEREE Tl
X 3 A ERRROER, PTLUE P x-100 VER
£ 30 335 RSO ey, m9R-80 A1 CTAB £ 0.2%¢
FE AR R, (HEAS AN x-100 (K 4A).
RIGHEET 0-0.6% (VIV) HhF7iE x-100 e B ) 241
MU Ab . FTUAE i diiE x-100 Ak By
0.3% (& 4B), AN I 24t 6368 375 791 2 52 Vi 244 e [v) 4 Jo
e, PRI RIS v S (R

A
100
80+ S
= I
£ o R
E R %\i
5 g Ry
5 N RN R
U NN
2 S R R
~ o R R
o B B
AR
by Ry
S RS
N b
0 o gl oo N oF &
CRIPO BRI R S° 80 S
o o7 ¥ Sad et ot of o
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B
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FIN AN, MR i 5 S5 i e M TR
223 THUKERC L RA R AR BN R

M T2 R W A, BT DL X R E 4L S
BL21/pET28a-Itd 5 BL21/pET28a|dh/gdh i At
T AIEMEC L, DB A S &8 R ERE ], 458
AR . I AR X L-J8 2 R 2- T
TR H AR E , PIRD TRR 5 A7 422
MukEAk, BfRR N 30 g/l (RE). HAbReRnE 5A
fiis, TAEHE BL21-LTD *f L-FR & MR A A/ Nt EE4L,
WM N 25 g/, BL21-LDH/GDH %4k 2-F T
3 L-ABA RN CRZ R 5 o/l , S AR L
JEHN 1: 5 (LTD. LDH, GDH = Fhli s He ok
12: 10: 25).

B PR TR Y S S TR RV B RE B, RS AR AL
FRIFN S BETE AR BE 3G i — B, S T AR
FRRA T, T AR IR IR B e i e AU BCR I Y B
i, HEET 0-60 g/l N2 MLk B Y 4= At i Ak
JLNE, ARy 24 ] L. dniEl BB s, AU
J& 4 40 g/L (fifkE: >~ 439324 4 800, 4 000, 10 000 U/L)
BF, AT DLk B S AR ROR . B A 40 I B A k2
e, FARCREA TR

=

=

—— 0%
——0.15%
——0.30%
20+ ——0.45%
—a—0.60%
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+{(min)
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Fig. 4 Effect of different permeabilization medium (A) and different concentration of triton x-100 (B) on whole-cell

catalyst.
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Fig. 5 The catalytic efficiency of LTD and LDH/GDH (A) and effect of wet cells amount on the reaction (B).
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23 £ 5L AEEL#HITEMEMELES
L-ABA 5 D-EEHEER

2ol B A, BRSSO Ak R TR
30°C, pH 7.5, HiHiiE x-100 ¥R 0.3% (VIV), 1BH
Atk 40 /L, TFEH# BL21-LTD 5 BL21-LDH/GDH
Kokt 1. 5, 7 0.1 mol/L (BERRER 2% i vh Sy
FSARFR 2L, %53k 200 rimin, SREUMEANEL,
T/ NESIN L-77 242 15 g/L, D-#j4gh% 23 g/L (8 h
JE B AN . SV 20 h Ji5 , WK ZR R L-ABA
WIS 1416 g/L, D-H#iZMIRM L 269.7 gL, YY)
Ak #>99% (& 6).

A S L-ABA I [RIZE TAE LK 2, b Tao
sBEREFIH LTD. LDH #1 GDH, DL L-Jhai
D-Hi 2 R I A THAR I 58 IR BRI 2R, RS
TEERT R (124.8 g/lL), {HH A0 MO iR T
Bk, U0 20 mg/L B9 NAD®, A8 FH 420 it
AT, BT AR T RAh, Bk
KA F , KIGFFREA NADFI NADH fove Bk 24
g 0.4 mmol/LIZ24 | L Wk B T AN TSNS I TG
NAD®, JfHZA5 8 & Fig s,

H % 3 Al %1, Tao 25K FH FDH LA R R i 4k
TR IR A L-ABA, LRI 12 — A bk,
FLHL s I8 o0 B O 5 5 H2: R — % il HL AT 3¢
SRAEE A, A T R, AT B A
FEIELEMERS 2, L-ABA ek HAT 100 g/L,
FEELEN 6.9 gl(L-h), LR BT AR
ZE9L (141.6 g/L, 7.08 g/(L°h); HHN, ETLA
PO, VAR RN R S iR ], nTRES
FEAE R R B AE IA: P= A, AT Tolkfe A=
ABFE R GDH 1 25 4 14 750 BT 08 28 4E
L-ABA, [RIF RIS Wi bime ,, HORTE 542
I T 23 B — A PRI, (ELE: BT S 0 EC 40 8 2
MIHPEARRA T EEN, AR T MR, X
®2 EYEML-ABARZETERS L

WA G RN B RGN, HAh,
PRIRA B — PR R, AT X E
2iill, B —EALRE A, B T Tolktk
A AR TP R R G

3 &%

AHFFE IR T — 3L AU 9 A P ik
e, IHERIIFE P T NADH A R4, It
ik LDH 5 GDH, FkMGELI T 2 4ipfitfb L-
INETR . DA L-ABA 5 D-EAIMIR ., 8
AR A, SRR, 164 /L 1Y L-
INEATRFN 248 g/L 1) D-HiZBEL LN 141.6 g/L 1)
L-ABA F1 269.4 g/L K D-#iZbiR, A2 15245
iK% 7.1 g/(L-h)F1 135 g/(L-h), 35K 99%.

G YL AL A b —HF, BRI
LETR 3E y erry  G ) [ F (E 2wV i 3
2R A AL R G T Fe R I e R
U, A Eb B AL T B AN IS N B B A R
(NAD", NADP'4), JToisiiH a4 Ralem
72 R TR S B LA AR I 5 | 129 B AAS B ST R 0 4
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Fig. 6 Whole-cell catalyst production of L-ABA and

D-gluconic acid on 5 L fermenter.

Table2 Comparison between thiswork and other reported biosynthesis of L-ABA

Source Enzyme Substrate/Co-substrate c(:(r:zgztjr Izr?o\d;cAtl?gr}S‘ i:;;l )d Pr(cg/i(uLct |h\;|)ty
This study LTD, LDH and GDH  L-threonine/D-glucose 0 141.6 99 7.1
Galkinetal '@ LDH and FDH 2-oxobutanoate/formic acid 0 36.0 88 3.0
Tao et al [ LTD, LDH and GDH  L-threonine/D-glucose 20 (NAD") 124.8 93 8.3
Tao et al [ LTD, LDH and FDH  L-threonine/formic acid 30 (NAD") 100.2 97 6.9
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