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Advancesin CRISPR/Cas9-mediated gene editing
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Abstract: Clustered regulatory interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR) found in bacteria and archaea genome
that contains multiple short repeats loci, provides acquired immunity against invading foreign DNA via RNA-guided DNA
cleavage. The first inkling of this hot new genetic engineering tool turned up in 1987, when a research team observed an
oddly repetitive sequence at one end of a bacterial gene. Now three types of CRISPR/Cas system have been identified:
types I, II and III. In the type II CRISPR/Cas9 system, short segments of foreign DNA termed ‘spacers’ are integrated
within the CRISPR genomic loci, transcribed and processed into short CRISPR RNA (crRNA). These crRNAs anneal to
trans-activating crRNA (tracrRNA) and direct sequence-specific cleavage in that a double-strand break (DSB) is generated
by Cas proteins. Based on these findings, various genetic methods, including gene targeting (Gene disruption), gene
insertion, gene correction etc., are being designed to manipulate the genomes of different species at specific loci. Compared
with zinc finger nucleases (ZFN) and transcription activator-like effector nucleases (TALEN), CRISPR/Cas9 is simpler
with higher specificity and less toxicity. This review summarizes recent progress, discusses the prospects of CRISPR/Cas9
system, with an emphasis on its structure, principle, applications and potential challenges, and provides a useful reference

for researchers who are interested in this new technique.

Keywords. gene editing, CRISPR/Cas9 system, single-guide RNA, off-target effect

e R 2 B 1) 46 W R AR 2 i e A A A AN, BRI AR BT RIS b o T ey o
SEIN 2] DNA FFE i A7 el ) —Fh B A 164 A1k, CRISPR/Cas9 + AR B a1 FH T i
1987 4 Thompsson 25 57 i 5 44 (1) ES 2 Jfd i REEPRIE Streptococcus pneumoniae . KIHFF I
Al R B /N BB Y 28 A 2850 20 ZAERI AR, 14 Escherichia coli™ . % % B £} Saccharomyces
Reg@ v 2 Sk, Hh, 8 cerevisiaeV TN . Caenorhabditis elegans™
MR (Zinc-finger nucleases, ZFN) DA M5 HW Drosophila melanogaster'™ . BE D # Danio
P0G R 300 W) BRI (Transcription activator- rerio™ . /N Mus musculus® . KB Rattus
like effector nucleases, TALEN) %K )5 F % norvegicus"'? | BIFGIFM | F K Zea mays!" | K
RITZ o (HH FXPIE R DNA 454 455k 1 FEFI/NZZ Triticum aestivum' L Ko 4035 iPS 41l
USRS E AR, FEAIE ZFN, AT R TE N B ARSI 55 55 40 g 22 1V 2 AN b T
ROVERHE RN SO, Tk TAER KR, AR FER € JUB M . ASSCHEE N CRISPR/Cas9 (€
H & BIHES ). CRISPR/Cas9 (Clustered 1§ . Z5H LR AE BRI 2 53 A 44 e 4 107 R 452y T
regulatory interspaced short palindromic N FEI T

repeats/CRISPR-associated protein 9) A & ‘ .
RN FRR AR Sz 1 CRISPRICa RAMBTA T

FARM L, CRISPR/Cas9 # A it —Bf RNA 1987 4E, Ishino S IE XK T 14 2 i Y
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B Tt P il e DR AF 2 I i R 2% TR i % IX S
FrE—BHKE RN 29 bp MERL H Bt (Repeats)
1 32-33 bp WYAEE S A B (Spacers) [HIF@AHIE
M FA . Z )5 IRESE Kk LI T o 53 540 78
2R o 40 PR AR B AT
PR T, 2002 4F, X APt aE e X
& Clustered
palindromic repeats (CRISPR)!' "1 4= ¥{% B )
G HT R, TEARC PR, £ 40%FH 40
BRI 90% 1) vty 4 T 1Y ik PR 2 B B v A 7
/b~ CRISPR {12, 1iif FL A /41
5 — SO T VR BSORE I 9 A A IR Y,
S TN 2% 25 4 T RE S DA AR W AE R A i rh
W AEE ) — PR M R )R, W
AN TR BB /N 53 531 e B2 2R 6 mT LA A A T
A IR A W T NS A R TORE B RS 1 )
AEC2 BT T 98 CRISPR/Cas R 404 T-HL
HIFHE, NIREEEFESiE 1 kil

2 CRISPR/Cas 2 Al &# 5 2%
CRISPR 1 b —FEEiA ) DNA & ¥ 51,

FHEHLZEBKF 25-50 bp B EARTF A EE

BEA 2672 bp KB A4 1] b Fr BE 18] B 5 5T A%

regulatory interspaced short

TracrRNA

Cas genes

1 CRISPR i R &HIE
Fig. 1 The structure of CRISPR loci.
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SERRAE, B AT RUE R Je a5 P02
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TEA TR N I BR B, O 20 TR 48 It — B R B Ak 5
DNA 455 S e P8 b [l B A B i 17 1)
UESE, 294 2% [H] % Fr Bef: GenBank EFA“?*Z@J
R D P SR s T Ak ) 000, s el i S v
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41| CRISPR HHCHE L (CRISPR-associated
genes, Cas genes) , EAJILF4HA T CRISPR
BERFS (B 1) .

CRISPR/Cas # GE 1L HRA A1 A Wit T PR A A=
i, — AR FAR AT = A B
F &, Makarova P IRLEIE 1 B B 14 1o 4
SPPE RSB EBr BL 22 4, ¥ CRISPR
ARGk 3 KRR, TR TRV, HoAr,
[ BUFNIITAL CRISPR R G4 34N DNA [fi i
BHTREZH Cas HAS SN, BB YIE
ARG P TR R Gedl oy 4 M fRT B
Hifi 2 —> Cas9 EFEUIE] DNA X, LI™
JesE BRE Streptococcus pyogenes |, Cas9
FIAIF A ESR IS RNA: crRNA (CRISPR RNA)
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F tracrRNA (trans-activating chimeric RNA) J&
I 119 5 5 AR IV AT AR S R £ SR DNAR®T [ it
H ®r L II A CRISPR & 4 K % &l 19
CRISPR/Cas9 % ¢ 7 5 P 2H 4 i vh 1 o A
Iz,

3 CRISPR/Cas9 H) 1k F L3

HHME DNA ARG T, H CRISPR R 4E
SRS AR — B R proto-spacers 40
5 DNA Jy 54 A S-S 7 51 55 18] b 8 52 41 2
[\, JFERE— I EE R B i, X FERUE
T B E K RO, X S H AT FROT R A
RS s A R SR . T AR, AN
DNA PR IFA R 58 2 FEALIY , TEX LER I 4K
) DNA J5 4~ e A — Bp A R SF I Rk 45
¥y, #BiFRH PAM (Proto-spacer adjacent motifs)
(5% PAM 7 27742 AT BE 2 CRISPR R4
X3 H & DNA 55ME DNA i 0 % A4 5 B4
PBE R =2 — 0, [ Aot S e DR 4t 6 ) 00 7 37
PPt A RO 2 5 I R A G
WL SIE AT CRISPR RNA (Pre-crRNA),
7E RNase IIAIFERT . AR crRNA 5
tracrRNA 3 33 i 35 B4 T2 i o0UE RNA 454, 3F:
#E—20 5 Cas9 2 A 45 G T8 L 1] )1 52 45 14 0)
SR DNA #4747 5 D) H] 35 200 AR o 5
DNA HJ HHY.

WA FR I, RFE G BOE ) crRNA,
HHEABNGEM RSP, 55Kk
tractRNA Fll Cas9 & [ i Jiopr 4% YL 4 it , sl fA
AP S L RNA J5 15 SRR A, st mT DLk
7 PR R R B A0 L R B S A Y . erRNA AR
FH 2 38 2ok B B T UM B R R e 4, T
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% ZFN Fl TALEN ARFEF LA 2% 1R R T
WK itk TR . >34, 5 ZFN Fl TALEN
FARBHEIN Fok 1 AlME, Cas9 &HHAMTE
HNH Hl RuvC PIANE A5 0] LAY i) %) 15
crRNA T #MP DNA #FEE T AME, MTEIA
DSB™, RTIE M R K VR, i B #
TEVEFE B . Jinek AL B, 4 crRNA:
tracrRNA X% RNA %544 2l i il F B8 S 1] RNA
(Single-guide RNA , sgRNA) [f] ¥f Gk i 48
Cas9 & 14557 V) #) Wik DNA, Xit—242m T
BRI (E 2),

4 CRISPR/Cas9 #4i & # # K H X T

AEAT—Fh L DX i AR, BB A7 ) S PR AT
TN, §EC£4%), £ CRISPR/Cas9
ARG, HFA) RATE 3UAAAE PAM 5,
A BE W5 B crRNA MERR IR B . A [ Sk U
CRISPR/Cas9 4t , PAM i A 5F 7 H A A,
g M FL EEER 1 Streptococcus thermophilus K5
f) CRISPR/Cas9 RZEIHHIM PAM i 5 ¥ 5N
NNAGAAM™! | i I & % B [ B Neisseria
meningitidis RN NNNNGATT[46], 7 s
BRAERIE A NGG 55, HETTES N LRE 12
I3 ) CRISPR/Cas9 # 4t %™ Mk Bk 1k
TR, TESLPEE A4

WRIEG T8 S, FEAEYERER A S, K
245 8 bp fE& B —4~ NGG PAM i 147, ix
BARTE—E R FRR W TR S e, P
PEE T XA S PN (Y TR T M
ANRBIBR ), 3K, Zhang S23 /N S BT
I KB sgRNA RATHRACRG, K8
PAM 1 5751 NAG dnf g, H2T5



ZHi %/ CRISPR/Cas9 N EMNERRERARARIH’E 1535

sgRNA

Genome
specific

Matching
genomic
sequence

Genomic DNA

2 CRISPR/Cas9 N & & F A HEZENE

Fig. 2 Schematic of genome editing by CRISPR/Cas9.
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BiF, VPSR s a7 I M, Ha 2t
B9 N B 1T CRISPR/Cas9 #44. . Joung
BA UV g 7 By ZiFIT W 3G (http:/zifit.
partners.org/ZiFiT/), 7E4k#Efit ZFN F1 TALEN
B ERZ G, NHINT CRISPR/Cas9 A s
Wit; Zhang WF5E /NS B9 R 3G (http://
www.genome-engineering.org/) AN ] LLFE FH P
5 2 MR P 91 A A7 A5, T HIE SRR
ANER L BE g D R 2 A A LR A 3
LA FELR HEXT, FFF128 H A Ak V7 14 I
A7 5, LR FH P o FE b A A

5 CRISPR/Cas9 t b i

bfiZ CRISPR/Cas9 43 5 [H 41 4 i 45 R
B 5838 5 Kk, HAE A& 450 At o7 P o 78 Tk

Cas9 protein

Site-specific
dsDNA

Cleaving
site

FF. 2012 4E 12 A, Jinek ZU9R A T
crRNA JE B VI E Gk, S8 T XA S DNA
AORS B, R IR X R gl DU T H AR
DNA [JYI%], 2013 4547, &L BRI S0l
W TZJEMN . BRT, AR —H AR
PSR TFEAR IR . 2 FP3E R 05 S5 8 1

51 #EEEINGEMRRHEINFA

Una) s A= 2y A v i i 1) B TR 2L 8 TR R
A S JE P A T BB — LR AT TIP3 A
—, XFFR—EDEEMRUE, E K FREN
R BR R ANTT D SEEG IR, (RURAR SR SE A
R T S A e TR AR . ES 4
ML A R S AR T SR — R AR
B #6373 Z2 77 16 R R . CRISPR/Cas9
BORMIAGR , MBRIE R SRR, W AE Z 2
JI6 e A 0 AR 18 AR A7 AT R A 1 R
SERFST LN B E J1 T B, Shalem 255y
T—%H 65000 i sgRNA MYSCE, Xt
sgRNA 7] DU ] A BERI 20 18 080 F L[,
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JUTF W se TRACHAIEE . AR g 5 ix g
sgRNA [ EE K Fl 4 Cas9 25 A A LN — % iz
AL rp, DA 05 2 HH S AT R T R i) Jk
. Wang ZPUHE T 73 151 Fh sgRNA
A AR 7 114 FEEE, KPR
sgRNA HH i) A [R] 3 PR (%) 41 i HL A R [ 1) A7 1%
L, IR X S, RN — 2 LT
CRISPR/Cas9 FREEYI RN . X HRUESE
CRISPR/Cas9 ¢ Hidi 515 —Fh e 4 56 K 41 3w
Bl NI R SE R TR Y T AL

52 HEEXEMEP IR

ES 4t i 2 A% 4 Jy i As) i A 455 80 1 o 2 FR
461, 1M CRISPR/Cas9 i RATHFEZ 1t ES
20 R0 R T DA S B ] P 7 A AR AR, ik sl
A DA AR AL 22 A5 AN TR B A ES 41 1
AR A Y, DT AR 5t TR B A
I A =0, FE A W RE B SR L A nT
VEREEAY) .

HHij CRISPR/Cas9 £ R ATEMAY) . 1
Y. s s an i S T (R 1),

*1 #HHEREMINFIA CRISPR/Cas9 LI £ A 4H 4748 A K51
Table1l Partial list of examples of CRISPR/Cas9-mediated genome editing

No. Species Genes References
1 Homo sapiens AASVI, EMXI, PVALB [14]
2 Streptococcus pneumoniae srtA, bgaA [3]
3 Escherichia coli rpsL [3]
4 Saccharomyces cerevisiae CANI, LYPI, ADE?2 [4]
5 Toxoplasma gondii ropl8 [52]
6 Caenorhabditis elegans dpy, kip [5]
7 Drosophila melanogaster yellow, white [6]
8 Danio rerio drd3, fh, etsrp [7]
9 Xenopus tropicalis ptfla/p48, hhex, pat [53]
10 Mus musculus Th [9]
11 Rattus norvegicus Mc4r, Mc4r, Tetl [10]
12 Macaca fascicularis Ppar-y, Ragl [54]
13 Sus scrofa vWF [55]
14 Bos taurus NANOG [56]
15 Ovis arise MSTN [57]
16 Oryza sativa ROCS, CAOI, PDS [13]
17 Triticum aestivuml MLO [13]
18 Arabidopsis thaliana BRII, JAZI [11]
19 Nicotiana benthamiana PDS [58]
20 Zea mays MRPA4, IPK [12]
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53 7EMmMBUEFIEE PN A

1% Gt 1)t i DR R s R B &5 3T — i
K FAMEIEHBEYLEE A X, R R
A . CRISPR/Cas9 $5 A AT LI EAT 4 4
16 , 1 3 15 R4E 1] . Shan 2551 CRISPR/Cas9
BRI T — A /NERWE, 52T A RE
(Powdery mildew) /NAZHTahFI . 1A BAid F1]H
CRISPR/Cas9 i ARE R R7AE 1 /K RTFI/NZZ P
YEYIRY PDS F MLO %5 5 A3E R J5 A= A 3
K 87830 3k 14.5%—38.0%, 7K R Jik PR A )
HHRASRCR 4.0%-9.4%, FHAE TofU348 17K
Feglify PDS 28754, RIUHU A L FIER N R
B, Han 2507 FZH AR B3-S T LA A K
MHZE (Myostatin, MSTN) &R w55 48 F

TAh, WL R RERABIEE IR A
TR Z &1 (Single nucleotide polymorphism,
SNP) ifgfs w2 A = fg . B, 43¢
MSTN 3[R 3'UilE BIEIX A SNP SEILR A K
MR FAENLA Rk TR, B4
IR < IO < N : AR - (W AT IS O 51 2
CRISPR/Cas9 3 AN 5 P 20 #F 17 4 i b 2
SIAFRATTTE SNP, X AR T H IR
AR, WHRKKSE T EMER, 455
UEH CRISPR/Cas9 I LA fij {5 pa 454y 52 B 22 A7
AT PR AT DL S — YO 224 SNP [] B
SIARIFh R LR A b, AT 2 B Rk

Hiij, AR ZM A CRISPR/Cas9
ARG REER T4 206 LR ET dE AN R i MSTN
A, FHRNER, BiF T ZRGEES I
RN TR, A, FRATELL MSTN
B IR i 2k 4 e ol it AE e R RS R ik AR TR T
MSTN BEH KGR NR , 958 BT AH S50 IS

Forl, WA 4RAS MSTN JE[H i B ) 45 =
A HEBAFEIRAYZ 2N E, RITH
— K R AR SN 53R 1F Cas9 B2 mRNA 5
sgRNA — & {EH BIZAE00, MGG K1
DRI R BR  5F , DAYH B e JBORE B LS 45 214 1
FE DRI 2H v 1 7 R RS o

54 TEEREETHBINA

PAEE R i B e AR HEAE 2 ), AT B R
EE 3 R R B g A Al i b R A A SRR Y 3
L, DACRBFIEFAIT I H A . B s )
LBENLEE AR e, ML . A
CRISPR/Cas9 REfE X FEF- M A% 1 B2 1y 41 U H1)
PR E R ERT, S AN REHE PR IR
ik e WSS

Wu Z5UFH CRISPR/Cas9 U T 515/
BT A ) — > B RS X 2 AR o AT i
RAEZAE I 5 AR G B AL UK DNA, I o] H:
P AL HY AR RS A B VR B S R, AT IE
TR EEAIER TS . SEE R, 33%F A
CRISPR/Cas9 M5 ERZAE I N 1 T N B
/N Clevers B 57 2?14 ] CRISPR/Cas9 7E A
KT UM h 2 E T 5 R LT 4E b A SR B IE .
P VE 2 4E b 5 B 5 2 /K (Cystic fibrosis
trans-membrane conductor receptor, CFTR) JE[Xl
EN RG] 3 B 2 R E VRIS
WF5E A B i CRISPR/Cas9 43 A K — U &5 1
MNERNT I AR TR, 201 T ok A B4 4
A S5 A R S 0 355 1 T 4 )8 A5 i
X B A i 29— 2 T P RE IR R B
W, B2 — R R, PV T
I R IX —RCR %A F] 100%

R LS AL, Sk T AN BE
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ERGIN A, ML CRISPR R4 KM
H &S E A AR Bk, dnfar a4 i A
R CRISPR RGIfilifs F0uE RAHES
PO, R AH R B A R BRI T — AR A7 S
o 2013 4 11 J, %fii CRISPR/Cas9 HF5Y 4
WA £ FZLIN T —FK 4~ Editas Medicine f2y
A, BEMR EEEUCSERERA LR
FEBRG T LY . S AR A L KA 7 U
KA AR A

6 CRISPR/Cas9 5 ZFN #1 TALEN th %

ZFN. TALEN # CRISPR/Cas9 Z 4 #f ] LA
3 A R P s i i X A2 4 R TR A R A T A A G
XA TR 5] A AH )7 . ZFN #l TALEN {E
MR EAR, ESMETZ N
CRISPR/Cas9 fE R — UM B g AR, A
4 ZFN Fil TALEN JCrl b OE5: 1) W
B Z, Mg b, fERFA 48 bp #A 4
1% 45 CRISPR/Cas9 gmf (0L 1, 43 A SR & o
M X ZFN Fl TALEN, 7E 3P 20 A2 050
500 bp Fl 125 bp A2 — A1 B g s 47
2) f [A] B g 4 2 A0 . Wang 2 TR
CRISPR/Cas9 HiAR—IRMEME T & 5 DR
ML R Zhou AN Ot g T R AL 3
ANGEARNL S SE A A BRI R, T HL 3 SR [
FEBR I RCR B K 59.1% X XF T ZFN Al TALEN
PR 0 AR T 5 M LASE R AY . 3) RSB ek e g 7
B8, /F CRISPR/Cas9 ZR&irf, AHZEisp
P RN A T MU — B R RNA 5 B
Al 1fii ZFN 1 TALEN D752 48 A 5] A 3R 5
V75 20 5 Rk 143 B2 2 B R I, B
#)1, Bl CRISPR/Cas9 # A B 25 51534
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7 CRISPR/Cas9 # A # 7t [ &

JI58 R 205 I R A A T T A R R L o 46 A
AP — B MR, o R DR A A v I 4
PO, R A AR, BN R B %08 TAE
i, CRISPR/Cas9 RGiH, XF#LFH iR 5] &
BURAREE—BL 20 bp Y% RNA, [HEF5R R
MAFTERA B LR 5 DL EC N, BIE)
BEIE W &A1), HE— o &L, 763X 20 bp
H A T PAM {3 SHT 12 bp RT3 51 X6 HE
AL RRE R, BYEdt HA 14 bp (PAM
1 GG BN 7751 2 AL U Y OC B
F 0007 e A WA K R S N A P AR 75 5
PR 5, AT BI A RSN AE . BRILZ A,
Vikram ZMBFE LB, mHER) Cas9 A
sgRNA 125 5 808 = M AR VA 1, 03 0 o
Tk 84%.

IR R S (A1, Patrick 21T g
TR EL, R HZ R AT LUK FE 5
HEAT A FE R A b X, O R S A v R
H, PG5S sgRNA A5 DIA ] THE
R HE A 8R . Ran 251N 10 2848 Cas9 A% R
() DNA PIHIZ5 55, ¥ CRISPR/Cas9 # 4t il it
RYIE G, SRR, fE % (0 I B0 I 1
ik 501500 f%, {HZATHAHLBEZ FEAK.

8 RELLE

CRISPR/Cas9 i ARMH B, M KHbFE =
AT Ry 5 5 e i BE 7, BRItk Z 41,
A AT oA Tt 2R AR A R R
Qi UM Cas9 K 11 AT AT E 25 F S A A 7
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T, AR 2N DIEHE T, (B sgRNA
B LR 5 WA HA R S 4l S A A I BE S o
MZE GV SRS E )R, BRI HIEE AL
S (BT T RNA R4 s HAR R 5% 5119
G, TERGOK BT TR R, R
LT RNA THERIMEH . i, FeNTid ] I7ER
ARHY Cas9 2 IR I i e A D BEEE 11, 4 DNA
CTEAL B BY, VP64 B s e My 3, T DL
BEAL R ALK BUEE D SRR KR I % . 2
SR, KRB TS i HEFRAT U A AR AE K FEAE TR A
i Tk —2LAE5E

Bt , Martin % UORI A X SR S AT
HORBUR T X PP HAG A = G454, X0 A1k
K Cas9 #H4etlt T ERF . 74h, WIS AE
WARBA ML TR PAM i 5 5% H R
(PAM-presenting oligonucleotides, PAMmers), HJ
DU Cas9 PR FE5 5 8UIH] RNA $LA5, [A]
I} sk F X Y DNA P41, 3X — &K BLJCEE N RNA
AITHREWTSE . 20 B AR 3R 1 TR i Lg%, [
i SR — 2 B R 1 R A

2%, HAETXET CRISPR/Cas9 R4k A iF
ZRFFHUA )AL, 4 CRISPR/Cas9 R4t HE
DRl 20 2 A0 2 75 5 T ZFN il TALEN R
Cas9 EHAMAMBEER, BT ALY F
ORZER2e) 8 VA 1K (0 I 58 5 7=l I 8 e s <)
LD G AR ST . MR B AT TR AR 22T 1Y
WF5E, CRISPR/Ca9 £ AHKS 23 & B HH HIG Husi ok
A
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