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Renbin Zhou, Huimeng Lu, and Dachuan Yin

Key Laboratory for Space Bioscience & Biotechnology, School of Life Sciences, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072,
Shaanxi, China

Abstract: Determination of protein 3-dimensional structure offers very important information in biology researches,
especially for understanding protein functions and redundant drug design. The X-ray crystallography is still the main
technique for protein structure determination. Obtaining protein crystals is an essential procedure after protein purification
in this technique. However, there is only 42% of soluble purified proteins yield crystals by statistics. Experimental

verification of protein crystallizability is relatively expensive and time-consuming. Thus it is desired to predict the protein
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crystallizability by a computational method before starting the experiment. In this paper, combined with our own efforts,

some successful in silico methods to predict the protein crystallizability are reviewed.

Keywords: protein structure, X-ray crystallography, protein crystallizability

EHT, BT Al A2 Ok 2 21 ) B
BT bR PR HE R 45 4 b = L RE AT
e BRI PR 2 AR i SR e
fiff AT AR BT A PR S (X A A
FRTH AR R R R B AR o, XSGR A
B AR (X-ray diffraction measurement, XRD)
S A A TR ST B B H AT IR,
PDB %4} [ ' 88.4% & F i 4544 J&: H] XRD J7
LR BdESETHRUE 2013 4212 J1) . I XRD
T3 A E 2R B = ARG A A S B o AR AL 2
AT, R BE A B m R MR, Xt
1002 T2 R AR AR - AR 2R T e A
B B R O B A s dh . JESEIE, Y
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DU, BIFE & 5 R e 2 1 s i 3 i
TE N 226 (TS B I HAT 1 7T 45 kP i
ARk, A ARVERHERR R, T AR
FAE A BTG, AT DL 25 Hh
R EE 1 S A8 A ) ROAS OB i O . AU
TETF RE 45 il 9250 2Z 117, K5 T8 1 By e 7 S
FEPE L P SEATURB Y Jr ¥ 0 7000 28 11 J5 A AT
ZEan IR AR T LB o Bl D28 KA PR 1 AN
e 5 &R EE Bt A AW R, Al
R LA e ) SR LR UL AR Ak PR 5 S 4
s R AR DG R, A SCHe X H R E A Y B0 2 1
Jo AT 25 SR T VL SR T e A R 2

1 EHRT&REFNT LR
T2 1 R AL R U 2 1

A 25 SR & Smialowski Az Hi RS54 H
() SECRET Jik!"", bl 1% B (1 P51 h
R Y ZH RN 28 1 BT R 45 A0 25 DA G . AT E e A
PDB i e I R B FE A K 30-200 4
AR E A RATIEE . DL IR )T 51
M SR B s K MRl JFPkEth 5 &R
i UK 12 & 58 (RN D, Q. E,
H. L., F. S. T. W fl V) Sty ny,
TE SCH AR B FR O I 8 S L R R B4 (One-
word size) FHiE . I HARB AR —A~E 1 B r 41
M S LR Y LU EE LR, AR AR R Ah
fm AT BT FL SR o S AMBAT TR XRD
P b FL 2 A 1 B 1 SO FT LSS SR, TR
G LR O % g A L4 4 1 8 1 B o Tk Al
slOMEDLZE b o X AR B A R A R T
LARAT B L B A A B AR B B, R, 4
BRI 1T XRD A1 3% 19 8 1 o a5 A A i o
BAR, JE—FMEREOR(EAS R EER, (B2 PDB 4
P PE B Z AN W45 R AR G E B, BTl
XM, W EA —E . X
ik & SECRET J7ikiystal, P haesif IE%L
P (M ER ) MAagdEE Chalg
pm AR 5T) X TIN5 R 4T P o SECRET 1Y
OyRTTIER NI SVM P g —Zsr 2™, Il
T3 B 4% (Bayesian network) 1N £ J043 38
FR A R 22 I IR B & B, SECRET
B TR AE A R 66.9% o 31X ™45 A AN SRR B
R, AR R U v S & 1 s eT
a5k E IR =
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2007 4, Chen SF$2ZH T 55 4b—> Tl A
HI——CRYSTALP® . b 4I5 5 2 11 5 ] 45 ¥
PRI AR )R IEXTZH ARG . F SECRET 5
AR —FE, QSR BT 1 v X SRR X 1
R, IR AR T TS S R . S
HILE TR T — T Z mg 0, 1, 2. 3144
AILRPBTF GOl . XRG4 A
FFERE i 2, AR T4, Frlh CRYSTALP
J7 38 FH MR 6 R E 8 B 5 ok A0 o A U e
2 020 (400(4 + 1) + 20 = 2 020) ME LTINS
Tkt 45 AN 545 SR AH O SRR AT, 1R E
X BEHEAEFR N WFFF (Two-word size) 4F#1E .
CRYSTALP H%idiE kit fdi Fl T SECRET rfii
() PDB 8% . 2%, CRYSTALP f Fitil vy 2%
K 77.5%, &R T SECRET ik, (Hf2
CRYSTALP A MAU 71.3%, FEHH
TR B R PR E SRR AR AT (Y ),
RS CRPTZ5 I T  HOE 5o
B (REWSZE A EdReE) £,

B T BT A  Z SRR ALY, oAb H
73 F AL R 1 P B~ R R T 2 1 5 1Y)
RIS . SRR X SR X R 15 T 4
PEA TR KB I, 2006 4, Overton £ Barton
T A A — AT 7 i——OB-Score! . %7
P B RN H AR B AT 4 SR AT HE T .
ERUEARMAERE A (PL(E) AL H 6
7K1 (Grand average of hydropathy, GRAVY {f)
P BRI o F R PRt Ok b B AR A
5 F I AR . OB-Score 1] LUK L8 H bR
MM PI-GRAVY FIJEHT O 45 M E Iz
e S (VS B = I 7l = W i 2 = N ]
OB-Score fH#m , WRIBHZE M i, £
KL AR BN SRR B R A 1 AR Y L R K
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OB-Score %} PfamA 52 %! ) 2 1 J5 i) T 00 vHE Aff
KA 73.4%., K OB-Score A UL FH e Pk Hy 5
R o MG MR A, R A 4
BB 432N

2007 4 Slabinski 55 XA & T — Fh 3 T M 2%
TN 2R 49— XtalPred™, %07k — KMk £
A LUETT 10 NMERE BT, S5 e X E B
A BEBR il K2 50-1 000, % T 3 &
BRI AN ST TR R EAE B A RN (4 AT 4
P ERESY o MRS PR AT AR S, S AT REVE A A 5 2K
et WAL, FH L RMERIER MY, XtalPred
iz 11T U R A Y5 B Bk B A
JBT 2 AT REPE B IE A o (HR % I B T o
RIRBARUESE, KR e 2 iy AR 2 T 2
Toik g A FEIE B HERR (E

2008 4, Overton $E1L T 55 —Fp & (1 i v] 45
s HE TR 7 e ——ParCrys!'®!, — 7 Parzen ¥k
PEAG 1 BT AR AT O T R RE: . PDB %K
P PEAR A 25 4E |, [} TargetDBPYF1 PepcDB!
B b S FH R 1 0 AR AIE 1 5 500 42 R 3t B B
£ g5 L3R B ParCrys ¥4 T OB-Score .SECRET
1 CRYSTALP ¥, %7 By HERZF MCC 1Y
{53500 79.1%F01 0.582.

2009 4, W57 ##E CRYSTALP f5L4f &
Ji& T R TN 7 v CRYSTALP2P, 2 21 FH 2
P10 2 56 198 1) 2 LR 2 SE R I A, 56 Fl SO
B K St TN 2K 1 5T b R G . TR AY B
Jo3 15 50 (R R /INAS 32 BRI, 0 ) o A 2R i —
AR 45 W], CRYSTALP2 (14 F5 0 v fff %%
MCC #1 AROC I CRYSTALP. OB-Score.
SECRET Jy# &, fil ParCrys 5 XtalPred J7 4%
VT. B CRYSTALP2 & — Flidss ff- ity 3500 2
F1 53 AT 45 di ik 1 s
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2010 4, Kandaswamy Z#2H 5 4h—A~Ti
WJrik SVMCRYS™ . ik 4k &% 18 T 52
A S AR R R ARE, RS A AL
P e /M3 AT A, WEK APYSE £ e AR I R AE
SVMCRYS J5 i A FSCHF AL SVM 2R F1 5
WIS BERS4E L (Amenable to crystallization)
FKE DL 25
SVMCRYS J5 {38 S8 R/ N BT BR
FT LA HA AR A R R P00 28 1 5y ] 4%
s, ST A b, B B MERR R

i 34 45 B A G ) AR I R R TN A R 1
S, BRI 2013 4, Hsieh 2512535 SelicsE T i
TR LA F90I0 5k v BT 00 P ) 2 1 o — R 4 A 1Y
74 AHEAE, R T F-score Ml {F .0 25
(Information gain, 1G) Pi/™R1F 16 £ A58 0 2615
TR 5 2 Bl A AR AH G Y 48 NRRAE . 3X 48
ANEFHEFH AdaBoost™ S, AMILA SVM
FE R 5T ) TR 7Y . TargetDB K 4 PEA X
A - SRS TR ) S 0 455 R 3R B A% A8 LB IR Y
HEFI RN 93%, BURMEHR 95.5%, Fiswthh
86.1%. [H &% 5k A B T RIE T HE A i r 4
W RRIE, SEBR AR R Al AL A A S SRR
S X-AT 45 o T TargetDB $54 72 1 R
il , X EHFAE A

BRItz Ah, B8 E T e 5 Ay L o
FRAE 6 & T H A VR 2 89 3T LR B ik
(PPCinter’®® | FRCRYS™®”' . CRYSpred®” |
PPCpred®"!, HyXG-1021%), 1fi H I R Y 526 75
Wk o N T 45 dn s s rh o filan
OB-Score 1 XtalPred J5 ¥ & £ i Y1 v FH T 4544
FLH 20 2% (Structural genomics, SG) X H#x
AR Y FEHR XalPred Bk, B4
A 20 SCHREARGE T . Dom Bellini 3

(Resistant to crystallization) .

XtalPred Tl W 5 ¥ B 2 f# A T B OONS
HD-GYP 5443, (Enzymatically active HD-GYP
domain) & 145D, Gomez-Garcia i 3
XtalPred J7iEsr#rih cyclin M2 (CNNM2) )
CNNM2429-584, CNNM2439_s30 J1 BX Y 45 i 1] BE T
AR, AT A Ak 25 b 3145 A Be i d A
PAFRIE (A7 4 B4 B Abhinav Kumar ZERF5Y
B+ M & K-B 454 %1 (Nuclear factor
related to kappa-B-binding protein, NFRKB) i,
HTEKMEATTFREKRZE, XL
Fie LA TR XtalPred J5 3635000 5 1 16 M7
H i 2548 80 B LG 32 2 4 S i B, e H
o — A BOS IS 3 s B i d A, DA A A
2 Ry

TE b 3R 25 B Tl 2 1 5T AT 45 db e ik L i
FYFEAE b, ASCE S WA A T — R R B
S5 R UTTERI M o B e FRATE S B R 2 4
R PR 1R A AR LR AR 1 B A R T TE R 2
[A]A7AE B 2 M SRS A T AN BRI SR A
FATTIN PDB %4 2 rh 45 B BT A FH XS 2 At S
J5 1 F AT 1 S5 AA Y 8 1 5 A A B RN ZS R DT
VEFE R, i B BT 9 AU PE RO S f T vE
FZ 0] A DG VAL 2 7 O ASE A | 5 f ek ™
FE IR, FRATT 2RI B T AE A R 66.7% T
AT A T R0 2% ik 55 4 R S8 Bl — Ty i 1Y)
TELME A . XA U] T AT D22l A
MUY J7 125 2K A DR 28 11 o 495 4 e i ot A v 88
FI| & FOHERT

S22 P S ML T 2 5T 4 R O [
B, —Mesrh 3 PR 1) SREEE (U245
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2 BEHRE

X S U 2 AR B A2 e AR
5, BdEn kiR OCESE T XRD JF
PR A AT B B 4 A L R e, LR
A A A N — S SR R B I, IR I R
PAERIENT A EA RENEL, W
A8l E SR IS 2 1 S R o 2 EVAELIE 2000 4
Stevens 2 H1 1771 ,2003 4F , Rodrigues I Hubbard
NAEH, MG LSS R A E R, A M
SR AN WA R 5T AT AR X S s
K o BE T A B TR Ty 40 T R Y R G
P,

B A SE B I B ) PRESAGE %X
ParE, EEEdC s TR R A A SRR
SEF T AN G, IR A — e h ) 5 [H] 2 2 1
SN VIR R BE I, Horh R Anid s T AT
HARE A MRS . Ui ZebaView
SPINE"'F ReportDB i i . % 4% #4 L K 41
SEM T, BRI 2 T P BE % & TargetDB i
. B 2001 4E7E PRESAGE #5485 (1) 5 il |
L. IZBUR RS TORIETEE . g
PR @S], HAS BeE A E R 28 P
SR A PO ITA E R s, BN ATE
() 5 B P R B 11 3R Ok b Ak R 2 R B BE E
(PepcDB), ‘BRI T 2004 4F, /& TargetDB (¥
JE AR ST o BSOSO TR 1 BT A A AT
TR TR A SRR S AR — 2P B SE AT . B
ok TRl R, IRk &, FTRIER A
PR AR [F 15 D5 A PO A8 BAR
J S i E o AR S R 7 S N 1
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TARRIBE TS St T 78 2 i £ R AR & B U7
LR HERA I

3 MRERFNKE

3.1 FEHEFRAIL &M AR N FAE

— e, A RIE S Y e (E L 2
FEFIE B2 o BT LR AT AT LA 2R (% 19 )5
GIAF B RAE R A0y 2 1 B A RRAE . FH A
TR HRE M I F00 AT 2 A o

TG, R I TR A S
IKVE o S5 HL R I KPR — 2 52 ) R 1 4N
R R A R AT & AR EAE S, PrloEE E
Pl EATTY O S R g S i DR = Nl
LU EMBOSS #c4 A $2f3t 1) Bioperl i 5 1 b 42!
KSEM . M F R KERT LI GRAVY {H
Fox, Hat®E skl B—1EAM GRAVY
HE 3 91 e B A & LR 1 Kyte-Doolittle B 7K
E 0 B FIER LUF P B . X PN AR Bl
DA B2 MRS B 2 B 2 B R AR AR Y ARy (i
Pt

Hyk, MR Z )RR & BT 5
R A, AT LU a8 ke FoR R
A S N Sl €y 9 945 7 AN 1 < 1 26 )
HA T s —FE . 20 P IERR AR IR % 7 b1 HE
G, FRHKAAL, AAy. . AA Bl AAys 7
G AA; BB ni, BB2 A% e
AR A SRR -
n n
....... % %)

Hrp k HEABUFIIMKE .

TERFAE R R, o] DACREREAfR . flan, 4
REEANFAEBRETFIHHIT 4 K, Ak
g X B ELEE A 45 iR LR AE 7 4 h
HHB, A2 n %R AE R 0, RIS
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e o F T2 R R 3 TR 1 A AR A AT DA
EARPTES, AT L IR LBl P A4
Ho At FE R PR IF A IGO0 . FTLAE R P=0. 1,2,
3. 4 HFMELL . 24 P=0 Bf, ZIEENT N K.
LA (R B 3L R % AT AR Sy KA Sl 1, o]
DL 1 = IR A A B = IR ) — A At 2 5
MRFEIF TS Ol . XAETR R, A BWRIE 23k
W, ARTIE . L, T EER R AR
R\, —MEEOUR, AT RLFRRE e 5 1 ok i
AR WREE o H IR s BT AR OCHERE
HEFHEM SRR (CFSS). CFSS it % &4
ANFFAEFIE AT Z 18] 19 TUAR JBE Boph 4 F5000 g ) T
fili TEAREFERE. BRFENRIKE R
L Se R (Best-first-search) Jrik. %A
RKEFE £ WA E A 2R Bk
(Hill-climbing), FZ kit ugls, Frl o FAiE
AN BAEE AR, 1 HBRKRER T
) HERRPE o
Fritzoh, EE MY ES (T
HLOBUKME L R YT SRR ki
U RPN WA MBERAR . MG i B A
o BBHES BT A — R MR AR FH
S HBAT LSRN 25 1 5T AT 4 SRR A T

32 EHRZE&MNHARAFANIR
FHAH BB 5 e R A7 2 1 5T AT 485 A 1 Tt
W, TR E A R as . MU, B
Jeis iz oy e b ek, HIATH A B AT L
S RS A I LRV AR 3 PR (RT 45
BCEANTATEE ). M AR B AR R REE
I, AT DTNt 2 RO B2
SR RSE: A S PGS d SRR e F S
Frm =AML (Support vector machine, SVM),

5 B 0 Hr #R 8% (Waikato environment for
knowledge analysis, WEKA). R {44l H i b
Ha5E  (Adaptive boosting, AdaBoost) 432
321 XEmMEN (SVM)

H R 35 )12 B 2 AT 45 b PR T
FLUE R AL (SYM)™Y,SVM 2 H A4l it
T 3 SR o 1B 2 T SR B P v ) e
NSRRI AE . N EEM BN FRIE, 7
et SVM BU s 0 (B AR(EFIR L, A AHC
AT DL E ) . SVM 1 H b 2 5 Tl 2R %K
P 7= — AR (Model), FHH T B 45 H i 1k
BB ) HARME . SVM RS F 4 it2: >
WY —FP LS > ik, il SR G5 Ak XU
/R B E 2 I HIZ AL RE ), S5 B 6 XU
BRI R/ ME, TS BIFE SRR A f A
DO, TREERAS RS B Y .
WL SVM B — B By - 1) R B % 4 i
SVM A& A A A8 205 2) X8l 64 T 17 5 1 i i
A B (Scaling); 3) & JE iy M 4% 1] kA% pR 2L
(Radial basis function kernel, RBF); 4) fifi 3z X
I3iIE (Cross validation) FHREAESHE C FY;
5) EHTAESE C MY RIIZRIE NI ZEE;
6) M. — Mt n] UFHRR P B 2 0 B AS PR 4
T BT ER
3.2.2 MRIEFESTFE (WEKA)

FLYR A R A T TR AR 15T AT 4 e
& WEKAM S WEKA fE S —A~ AT 1 B 42 4
TAEEA, 4 T RKERARBEIIZHIES D
BLAR = 33, AR A T AL B . 32
Ml R SCIRALIN L K 763 58 B X 1A
AT, PR T PUE R WEKA Y2 130
PISE B A OB IZ 4853 7R T WEKA I,
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i AR FRATTAY B A B B e T U Y A
X, BI—A g Rms . RA B — DA AR
VE—SEBREAE, BATFRIE—1N BT (Attribute),
MY TGt i — A G . XA RAR
WEHESE, 75 WEKA Bk, 20 1Rtz R —
MXKFR (Relation), )W WEKA, 73T LA
1) X HARE AT AL (Preprocess); 2) X%
NERESEAT43 2 (Classify) FIEE2E (Cluster) ;
3) FREK (Associate) M RE A& i 71 1 5 A BO £ HE
BB o 2R s 4) EEEJEE (Select attributes) ;
5) 4R AL (Visualize).
323 REFH

AT DL RO A S B 1 BT AT 4
A Eh g R B — P RATEF Mgt R 5%
RIS 3HEE . HiB S S1EF (S-Plus) dEH
1%, #RMETIEY 205 TR, giEgst 5k
5 I I o A N N LTS 271 TS =
Br. BEEIIEMXETH, EREAREZIA:
Rt IR, AR, BYE . MR
S MO RIRE .
3.2.4 HIEBENIEITES (AdaBoost)

AdaBoost & —NHTZ AR T A,
WA RAB. HAZ.O AR B ] — A1l g gk
WA B> KE (BrRa), REHX L
SRR G, MR R A R A A
(5524 [#FH Adaboost 430248 Al LIHER:—
SR DA YR B AR A, IR 3100 A G
N GREds B, H—BPB Dy 1) gk
FEARSE; 2) WIRALFEA; 3) AR JIZRMEA R
BRI, LRSS 0 e s TS 0 AR iy B
TRy WEHCE S E, MR AR R DN B
FEARE ; A5 3N 5R 70 2E4
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4 TSR B

MIRA R AT TR J5 SR T B IR
RURPERE AT VAL . FEA WM B S — i
HERR R . R SPE . BUSE AT MCC 4 MR RR I
AL A PR . TERE I 2 HT, AT EE
AT BHPEEC s (AT &5 dh i 2 ) A B M 2 e
(AFTZE R E ). PHENEX 4 MEIRE
S, REYSE (Sensitivity, Sn): XFF B A EHE,
REf TN AL “FLR” Lefil; RESPE (Specificity,
Sp): X TEHVERBE, BEAETOMAL “fR” B9 HL
B; HERTE (Accuracy, Ac): X FHEAHIEAE
(B FH A AT PR ), 000 e ) T L 407
A ¢ 2 %0 (Mathew correlation coefficient,
MCC): 4 FH % 0 i 5 B e i Bt 22
UA| KN I 41 A5 S /A 0l A 1L = = B
AR

TP+ TN

Accuracy x100

TP+TN+FP+FN
o TP

Sensitivity = ————

TP+FP
TN

Specificity = ———

Py ™ IN+FP

MCC = TPxTN —FPxFN

J@P +FP)x (TP + FN)x (TN + FN)

Horb, EFHPE (TP FHAE RO w50 oy
FEE R Bcs s PR (FP) . BHAME S Ho ok Foa il
O B RS 5 LR (TN) . BR P Hcdls Hh gl i
DAy S s s AR BAPE (FN): BH PR Hh pk
FIUI Sy B 1 1 4R o

Hrp MCC MMy, T00I0 A AT S B
HeAh, o ST HWCEBRAEREINZE (Receiver-
operator characteristics, ROC)., ROC &% TP rate
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TP Fp
= —— 1 FP rate ————— ER|EZF|H
TP + FN rate g (FAREEI i

2k, I ROC T AT AL AROC S iFAS T3 Y
AIEETE . AROC UK, B J7 12 AT 56

5 AREURTEEETAUNRE

i AT 25 1 o 2 A B H S X, (RS
oy T E P A R TAE SR 2 0y, H
AN ERETG B E R LI A5 R . ALY
Pen] DI ET T H bR A B A o oA, 3RS
—EA SR GER A BKYE | BB S AR
45 i UTUE R 55 ) o T 0 0 28 55040 PR A i o 2
Fr o & PSI ZH 217 Y TargetDB B4 % . %8
P FEAAALS TR e, s TR
UL P S B AR R B S 3 S A o T AR 4 i
TAERAEW E A, A 2B X8, 11
oI ASE Y ) A B A ST ) AN G Ak B
BRI, FRATTAT LA 3 S 50408 PR 11 7 B0 42 408
BN — 2 B¢ R R EE MBI, e A ¢
EETZE M8, BHTC 2R X e 5ER &k
JJEESRAR Z2 8 11 B 4 i 000 1) 9 28 il 55 i o X
iy R iy U R VE =iy a0 LN ST A0
Jf Bl B — 2 AT SEdE, 4wk Kot
FHE TS, BN TS50 A= )2 ek, Bl
BIEIF R R . W2 A 0 58 35 R
F SR PR RIS, ALYy 1 2 Ok
M2, WHOREATEE, TR P S
Ry AR A ) A TS T AR B — R 4 o
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