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Abstract: 5-aminolevulinic acid (ALA), a precursor for biosynthesis of pyrrole compounds in living organisms, has been
widely used in agriculture and medical photodynamics therapy and is regarded as a promising value-added bio-based
chemical. In the previous investigations on ALA production with recombinant Escherichia coli expressing heterogenous C4
pathway gene, LB media supplemented with glucose and ALA precursors succinate and glycine is widely used, leading to
high production cost. Succinate participates in ALA biosynthesis in a form of succinyl-CoA. In this study, genes involved
in succinyl-CoA consumption, SdhAB (encoding succinic dehydrogenase) or sucCD (encoding succinyl-CoA synthetase) of
E. coli MG1655 was knocked out and tested for ALA accumulation. In comparison with the recombinant E. coli strain
expressing heterogenous ALA synthetase, the sdhAB- or sucCD-deficient strain accumulate 25.59% and 12.40%,
respectively, more ALA in a 5 L fermentor using a defined synthetic medium with glucose as main carbon source and
without supplementation of succinate, providing a novel cost-effective approach for industrial production of ALA.
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R AR T e R L kMR C4 Akt
) ALAS, R6Z X 15 3Tk R G0 A ki e 1k
ALA B4 BT 2 —BE FAREAE I A 2 =R
TEF R R R =, FEAF RS T ILEAS
BB MR X K FF R QR A 1 o (]
1), I 2o B T I S B FA BRI A A
it 1) il 2K BT DA B FI AN A SRR,
ZHITR 1] ALA 5 A% o (820 35 270 B 30 R 1
e e 1 K A B b 3R Gk Ok R F S Bk 2 4h 1
Rhodobacter sphaeroides ] ALAS, TEGMIEYIHE
R . HEABRMAERN LB BRI h Mk B
ALA W= 3R B G, SR HImR i B IR e fb %
1L MG1655 3255 T 8.6%. Kang Z523F) i & i
A FERIARR I FE QZ1111 (MG1655AptsGApoxB
AptaAiclRAsdhA) Jy 15 T #35 ALAS, 1E DL 45 hH
Ry LR A B SR A ALA 775 85 mg/L
P 2] 436 mg/L, RIMIAWMMRSGE N K E, ¥
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Fig. 1 Biosynthesis pathway of ALA from glucose in
recombinant E. coli.
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A AR BRI I A W R X ALA BLERVER . R
T IR BRI A A A R R AR B XS ALA G R
o, PR LLVHIEE IR S ALA & BURT AR B
HIBERIEE A I ELLS , ABFSE 4 BIF 2 T 5830
TR it T it 5 L TR sAnAB FHBE FABESH I A 25 ik
it FE R sucCD Bk 248 bk, IFAE A5 = AT
PAFI R IE T TR PELL R A ML 7 Rhodopseudomonas
palustris ATCC17001 ) ALAS 7EZR Bk &KL,
R PSS R FR W SRR i S B s BRI ML AT S A 5 L
i ) B 294 B T ALA (08 SRR 28 B AL 2R 1
P, BN T LU AR BRI, O
USINBEFATR R B 77 ALA, KIEREAR T A= 77 A .

1 HHE5T®

1.1 #8l
111 FEH

DNA RA[ A 28R ARG RA
F); BRAIEENYIEE . DNA M 350504 | Fermentas 23
Al BOR/NMEIR £ & DNA B [R50 & A
Biomiga 2\ ) ; DK ZH$R G & H AL st Rk
FHEATRA A 51906 B e iR 55 B A8 R (R 4
ko EERR AR I A 3 Oxoid Aw] s T4
R FI IPTG ) H Promega A rl; ALA., X - F (3
RHEESEN B Sigma 24 H) 5 BEFARREN . HiATHE . UK
ERR . R . LI A B HAth i F Ak 27 i
F E 255 Bk 250 A F
1.1.2 RFEE

LB Rigedit: WERHEHUY) 5 o/L, AR 10 g/L,
AALEH 10 /L, KBS FRIEEIM N 15 g/L BifEH o
AR HEHEMRIERLWE 370 100 mg/L
150 mg/L.

PRI R BERE SR 5L . Nap,HPO4 12H,0 17.1 g/L,
KH,PO, 3 g/L, NH,Cl1 g/L, NaCl 0.5 g/L, [t}
¥y 2 g/L, MgSO, 2 mmol/L, CaCl, 0.1 mmol/L,



Wi SIRIAERABRRHENS A SRBRARSAGHERE s GEZHKE

HiZIHE 10 g/L, H2W 4 /L, JEIRR 10 g/L, 2
KHER 100 mg/L, 5FNEMA-B-D-F 7L
(IPTG)Z:¥ & 0.05 mmol/L.

5L K WERER: 3R 35 . Nay,HPO, 12H,0 17.1 g/L,
KH,PO, 3 g/L, NH,CI 8 g/L, NaCl 0.5 g/L, [t}
# 5 g/L, MgSO4 2 mmol/L, CaCl, 0.1 mmol/L,
AR HREE 100 mg/L, WIH#EAREN 10 gL, R
P U 12 g/L WIRIARR . IPTG 29K N
0.05 mmol/L,
1.1.3 BEkRSEAL

AHIFFE B R . BORCRIS ) L2 1

x1 ATMRETAMENK. RS54

Table 1 Strains, plasmids and primers used in this study

12 Fik
1.2.1 sdhAB il sucCD fk 2k 278 bk i 2
KT A DR e B R FH 2 LY Red SRZHLAY
LS SR T, BARBAE IR . 2 e
NCBI 2 BRI T B MG1655 BFE R 47651 K 4l
Bi#A& pKD13 BYFFH1 4051t 514) sdhAB-1/
sdhAB-2 #l sucCD-1/sucCD-2, HAKFH L3 1;
PL pKD13 it PCR 4 15 84 H AL F
RIS ) Kan PUPESL A BE, Dpn 1 ARFR)S
[l i 2 Ak 75 B B B, KSR R A A
pKD46 JiRL 1) KA 8 1% 1% i 5 A

Relative characteristics Sources
Strains
E. coli MG1655 Wild type Lab stock
ZPEcA2 E. coli MG1655 (sdhAB::kan) This study
ZPEcA3 E. coli MG1655 (sucCD::kan) This study
Plasmids
pTrc99A pBR322 origin, bla Lab stock
pKD46 bla, helper plasmid [24]
pKDI13 bla, FRT-kan-FRT [24]
PZGA24 pTrc99A containing hemA gene ( R. palustris ATCC17001), bla [15]
Primers
sdhAB-1 5'-CTGGTGGTTTACGTGATTTATGGATTCGTTGTGGTGTGGGGTGTGTGATGAT This stud
TCCGGGGATCCGTCGACC-3’ J
sdhAB-2 5'-ACGGTTTACGCATTACGTTGCAACAACATCGACTTGATATGGCCGATGGCT This stud
GTAGGCTGGAGCTGCTTCG-3' J
sdhAB-3 5'-TTATGGATTCGTTGTGGTGTGGGGT-3' This study
sdhAB-4 5'-TGCGCGTCTTATCAGGCCTA-3' This study
sucCD-1 5'-GGTCTACGGTTTAAAAGATAACGATTACTGAAGGATGGACAGAACACATGA This stud
TTCCGGGGATCCGTCGACC-3' J
sucCD-2 5'-CGGCGAGGGCTATTTCTTATTACAGATATTTATTTCAGAACAGTTTTCAGTG  Thjs study
TAGGCTGGAGCTGCTTCG-3'
sucCD-3 5'-GTTTAACGTGTCTTATCAGGCCT-3’ This study
sucCD-4 5'-CGAAAATCATCGCGATAAGCACA-3’ This study
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100 mL /Y LB F5 3R Ferh 5 5%, [A] IS in 2k B oy
1 mmol/L ) L-BalFir{FiH , 55 3% 2 ODgoo 4 0.5~ 0.6
B VKA 20 min, 4 CEMEF 4 000 r/min 2.0
10 min. FIF 10%A HHTEVEREAR 3 Ik, HigHE;
TRIEZ 2S00 ¥ 10 pL (E4 A BEIA 100 pL
MRS SR, RIS VK 5 min, 1800 V L
5ms, A 1 mL LB }5RHE, 37 CHigR 1h 5k
ZiTI N1 0 7 O T £ 2 | sl s 1| I | DB
sdhAB-3/sdhAB-4 FI sucCD-3/sucCD-4 5|#)ik4T
PCR Bk, M4 S5 KN PRk IE #9848k, RA8
Bk 42 CHiFRER pKD46 ik, F4rHlarsh
ZPEcA2 Fll ZPEcA3.
1.2.2 TREBEMRKMHE

Wl A IR LR R T ATCC17001 T4 £k
ALAS 4 ki pZGA24 FE4k 2 WAL BRI AT
A MG1655 J sdhAB ik 2k 58 25k ZPEcA2 il sucCD
BRSE A5 bk ZPECA3, RN % £ Ptk LB F
B, 3 7B % JE Pk BRI B e 4 TR 56 F 4y
WAk 4% 4 Bk MG1655/pZGA24 . ZPEcA2/
pZGA24 Fl ZPEcA3/pZGA24.
1.23 BHERE

W DRABTE 80 °CH vt/ r i) BT A4 ) 42 AE A
PUHEM AR -, BT 37 CHHIRAARFE 12 h
J5 . PRBURBRVE TR LB KigR3td, 37 C.
220 r/min #5595 8 hAERRIFHEFRIR . H45Fh T F%
1% AR, FEAEA 50 mL & TERE IR LAY 250 mL
=fMid, £ 37 'C. 220 t/min F5E 2h JFMA
2 R 0.05 mmol/L [ IPTG i 31557 18 he
124 REER#EREE

SLOREERE (U E SR AL TR A AT BRA |
BEWE N 2 L, R R 5%, KRR S
£ 37 °C, Ak EUKEER pH 17 6.5, WA
AEFFTE 30%LA b o KRB FRIE L PN 500 g/L (Y4
PR A AR B AE 5~15 @/L. BB FR 4h
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AL E N 0.05 mmol/L ) IPTG #1 4 ¢/L #yH
R, FHAE9h, 12h A1 15 h B4 50%MIN 2 g/L 1)
e,
125 ARBHRM Ik

ALA BRI )54k . 200 uL H Bl & BERINA
100 uL ZERENZE vhil (pH 4.6), SRJGIMA S uL &
BENER, 100 C/K¥# 15 min, RHIEFREMA
R Ehrlish’s 37 (42 mL 7KESAEZ, 8 mL
0% F AR, 1 g ZHZIERHE), B 10 min
JEN 553 nm WA T IR

WEE BT . RN ARA R B A 7 1Y)
SBA-40D W45 &4 B SGHA TAG I

A PRI 7% WA IR T 12 000 r/min £
O 2 min, HZEEFKER 10 55, 100 CEW
15 min, ZEJET 12 000 r/min 2.0 15 min, B FiE
SR G LR 0.22 pm W JCTA BB R 08 , FIF H A
15 v R A (3% [ (HPLC) RS &2 18 7 1 v A5 L
MRSy, {a 34l BioRad 23 ] Aminex HPX-87H
column(300 mmx7.8 mm; 9 pum), i shAH 2.75 mmol/L
) H,SO4, Wi 0.6 mL/min, 284N K H
210 nm, AEif 50 °C, #FAEREN 10 uL, MWAEEE
i) 24 25 min,

2 HREH

2.1 sdhAB % sucCD fR&k R T HRAYHE

FIF Red ARG, EI AR KEFFHE
MG1655 1 43 5l i bk 3% 31 1R I & 16 4 5 22k )
sdhAB FNEEFAME A A A BG4 i 3L X sucCD,
AL PCR SRS AN 2 Fiow, P AR A KA
i sdhAB JE[K - BER/INHy 2 553 bp, sucCD A
A BR/INR 2 267 bp; 1 sdhAB FER S (1 B ik
th B4 R/ R 1 408 bp, sucCD A B2k (1)
BBk B B9 ZHK/NA 1558 bp, MR 2571 K/
AR AT 100 444 ZPEcA2 1l ZPEcA3,
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A bp M1 2 3 B b M 1 2
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2 sdhAB #0 sucCD SRA R LHRRYE % PCR I
Fig. 2 Colony PCR verification of gene knockout
mutants of E. coli. (A) M: Trans 4K DNA marker; 1, 2:
PCR product of sdhAB gene; 3: PCR product of
sdhAB::kan. (B) M: Trans 4K DNA marker; 1: PCR
product of sucCD gene; 2: PCR product of
sucCD::kan.

2.2 RIARRBREEEIRRNT ALA FRRBIF M

h T BRI B A W e X ALA 2 15
Wi, B SR IR PR A BRI ATCC17001
ALAS WK 3K pZGA24 1k ZPEcA2, 1535
20T ZPEcA2/pZGA24, SRJGTE 250 mL & H A
FHVS N RS 40 B% 3R F0H 22 R 1) JCHILER 55 5% 0k K T
WU ALA BYRETT o ZRANR 2 oK, BRIAIR
JiE S B2k 1Y) ZPECA2/pZGA24 iRk ALA j7 i:
IRE|T 2.8 g/L, FLXTHREERE MG1655/pZGA24 2
T T 35.9%, PANIEK ALA 13RI 36.9%, %
SRR IR I A B R AT BT ALA FLER .

Z BRI IR pH ., AR RO
i, AT —AE 5 L KBl % 5 T 3R 1R
JiE S B X ALA LRSI, 25 5 an e 3 i .
FEWIIRRIN T 12 /L BRIARR A A ek 3, 3%
VTR D0 S ke 2 X TR AR 19 A A O A T R
138 21 hJ5, ZPEcA2/pZGA24 i) ALA iy~ H:
BET 6.35 g/L, H MG1655/pZGA24 (5.33 g/L)

F 2 250 mL ¥E R A& B2 3G E IR 30 EL A B Bk Ok XY
ALA TR RH 2T

Table 2 Effect of succinic dehydrogenase
deficiency on ALA accumulation in 250 mL
Erlenmeyer flasks

Strains® ALA (g/L) YALAIO D600
MG1655/pZGA24 2.06+0.07 0.46+0.02
ZPEcA2/pZGA24 2.80+0.05 0.63+0.02

The data are presented as the means + standard deviations
from three independent replications. *Strains were cultivated
in 250 mL Erlenmeyer flasks containing 50 mL M9 medium
with 2 g/L yeast extract, 10 g/L succinate, 10 g/L glucose
and 4 g/L glycine for 20 hours.

0Dy, ALA/glucose/succinate (g/L)

12 21
t (h)

3 5L AKBEEHEALERIIEIRIAR Bt SEGERK X ALA
(R0 )

Fig. 3  Effect of succinic dehydrogenase deficiency on
ALA accumulation in 5 L fermentor. MG1655/pZGA24
(open symbols), ZPEcA2/pZGA24 (solid symbols),
ALA concentration (mg), ODg (A A), succinate (VV),
glucose (oe).

(= A T 19.14%, FRUGIESE T 3% FR A S
BRI RENS B IR ALA 1= A, &A1
KIAE 4 h #E17 IPTG 5301 ALA Py A By
Bt (4~9 h), ZPEcA2/pZGA24 1A Z FhBEIIRRIEA
A IEFE, 1 MG1655/pZGA24 1K F B
R RS AE , 0K TR A E % 3 R I S Il 5k 2 T
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HALA B A2 0] REFF AT AMIMBR IR , $278
FRATAEZ A Z il REJCHT R IR IR

23 ARMITAMMABRARZDPIRARKRS
FRER KR T Hk ALA BIE X

BT UL BT, BATESTEAN S BRI 1A
BCREFRIEP AT T 5 L & BERE R B IIE . 45 T an &l
4 fiin, 5535 21 h 5 ZPECA2/pZGA24 1) ALA 7%
AR AT LA E 6.38 g/L, 1ESME N H 2082 i AH
R A AR Y PR R B AL ARG F] 034, XS REKY]
ZEAL PR AT DA S BLAE AN SRR I B 58 1) 15 0 T 3
IR ALA WHI, MIMRE TSR C4
IRAE G A ALA S 7R A6 40 5 35 30 R S o A 4
ST LA A A T2 A R A N AR A K
ALA, BEAIRT A7 A

2.4 IRIABEHEEE A S RUEBER KT ALA TR R A
el

ALA W) E A BURYE BTG A, M

14

0D, ALA/glucose (g/L)

[\

0 3 6 9 12 15 18 I21
1 (h)
4 FIRMIEMEBRHIEFRED ZPECA2/pZGA24
B R EELE R
Fig. 4 ALA accumulation by ZPEcA2/pZGA24 in

medium without adding succinate. ALA concentration
(m), ODggp (&), glucose (o).
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1 Kk wAChR s R, BeRBRHBEEG A
A R T R B T RS A A 7E M N B AR
2, ifisRibaT RSy, B4 ALA LR
it L, AT KT R I BRIBEAEE A 5L
ity i H K sucCD Bk , 15 5548 bk ZPEcA3, Jf
BT ALAS R IR pZGA24 54 {L %2 ZPEcA3
W, 155 EAE ZPECA3/pZGA24 . TEARTINBE
i ) JC MLk 3 R B v AT R M R B, AR P
ALA 177 X IR AR MG1655/pZGA24 47 B i
PEE, ALA P7RGAE| T 1.51 g/L, X RREE R
T 17.97%, FEACH N H 2 e 48 4 W R Ok Ak
RIET 1429%, FALEAK ALA 1558 H T
16.67%, XL R R BEFAMATEG A 5 U Sk
HBF ALA RLE,

T LA BRI B A B SRR B X
ALA FRAZMIER, FATEA T BRI A UG
FEh AT T 5 LW A TR UL, S5 R AN 5 s .

14

12 \A\\A’%

& /\ LA

2 10

w8

. /

<C2 6 /

3 4t / f/ﬁ%ﬁ
5 //

¢ (h)

5 5L &REEEABIIEIRIABEEE A & MREFER K
X ALA FR R0

Fig. 5 Effect of succinyl-CoA synthetase deficiency
on ALA accumulation in 5 L fermentor without
supplementation of succinate. MG1655/pZGA24 (open
symbols), ZPEcA3/pZGA24 (solid symbols), ALA
concentration (m0), ODggy (A A), glucose (oe).
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XL TRAR A R, 76 4 h 53 3K35 ALAS
JG, BRI A A UGB R T Bk ZPEcA3/
pZGA24 A B T R IRIRZE , TR0 IS A~ K e
i R A K R T B R (ELRD N,
PR B 5 21 h I ZPEcA3/pZGA24 ) ALA 7= i
B 571 g/L, BHXT BRI T 12.4%, 54
FR ALA f7= 815 %] T 0.65 g/(L-ODggo), HXTHE
WMREE R T 39.57%, 45 RUC SR AmE ARG A &
JC T 1 ik R S BT ALA IR
3 itk

AR S 3 X KA B ALA B9 R H R A
BEHIMEARG A DG BORR AT 8T, B AR R
FATR I S i 2 A% 3L R sdhAB B3R FATRAE G A i
FE[A sucCD A F]F ALA & WA AE . 8 1 5256
ST AE AR R B 1 R MO B3RS
43 IR sdhAB Al sucCD 4 AT L e 28 4 v B AR AR
2 OALA BYREJT, o BRI R N A B 2k TR PR
ZPECA2/pZGA24 i ALA F7= 5 FE ) IR B MR IR &5
T 25.59%, MiBEIAMEEEE A &GN ALA
B B EMEIEEN, AR ALA 155
Fb X BE TR AR AR 0 T 39.6% o 5 1) 2 79 1 0 41 T AR
AT LATEAS S IIN B 52 (9 A IR B EA R BT AR 0 17 00 T 2R
BUALA, 58I 5B AMEBE AR AR Y 1 & K,
R RAFH AT . 7R SMIE 3R FI R 1Y
AL, 2H BRI R A A 1 ) 2 W e i =R
FRAG A = RO AR L BRI MEA G Ao B sdhAB Bk
sucCD ¥4t B, ARG T, (FJ2 41 ML & B AR
O AR oM TR . BRFIEAT G A RN B
LTRAEHR e % M i TCA IG ¥R 1 1E 5L A 2145 LA
IR B, A 2 o TR A4 A R 3 S Y B2 e o T
HI TSR FAME A A 5 R sl 3% 3R 0 S 1) ik
2K A TAE TCAPRFR Hh FUE — 2 KL, TE 1) TCA
B B4 45 SR 5 ) M b ™ 2 R S I BRI RS A

SUIEHIR , b ALA MG BURME AT, ALA
(G LA AAS PR3 1 S0 U5 3 B R A T8
sAhAB ik [ 14 &l 5 % 448 Jf A A FE A AT 5 )
1M sucCD F i B3 U A 8 M dm il 17 A, (HLJR: Bz
WK ALA G USRI o B TSRHIBERI G A 765
BACHH R ERVE T, ANRES BRI BEAT G A X
FRAYEBIER . SCHRIRGE o B 5 R I =G
i IE A sucAB FIIEHIMERG G A G B g 5L
sucCD [m] B fik 2 DU 240 it AN BB A7 336, I Al ke 2
SUCAB T sucCD 4S8 AT LAAATE 2, FEAHIE
FEH sucCD R 5 IR SRR AR 1, RJE 32 3
—ERM, 1M sdhAB il 2 X T (A A 4 B A 2
sucCD ik 2% 5 i 240 L 19 B 14 5 i A a6 A 7E S O
ALA A EHET T 19 ALA 4 40, BEsAit 4G A
WA B 20, ATRERE AT A Mt R
THETE A X T W4T A FIBEFOIMEAHIG A S50
W A A AR EEE, RS A BAR XN AT AE
DL b 200 A A A B R A S ST 2o R Ak
ALA A SN2 SE 4 A AR, s i sk
fitf A (HLSS, HLAnSMIRES A B TR A A U
Z RGP N s AL A A6 R,
WA TFAKNKE, R&MEHE ALA &8 1
sdhAB &2k (18 DL TR . BEFAMERIESR A & U
WAL B SN S PTEY, — A, S 0 R Ik
i A ATLUE TSR FASERTRE A S BUEEE A 3R
2, PIMAERE A AAFTERE B I a8, M
BRFATR AT LAAE R A FF A iR N PR Ah it i AU, A
AN XM A T S R . S — T, R
B SR F R L AR SR F MR G A & BURE A 1L S
(T S PR B A IS T RE ARG R FAMEAE G A
WA 5 R R B R T HE 8l ALA 19 80 K
B FATR I AS A0 P B 0 — AN R AUK R, BB AL
MR A FIBEHAREAIEG A VAT BT, 5
sucCD k2 287 AR AH L , sAhAB {2k 28 48 & Hh 35 311
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