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Effect of mufti-gene knockout of L-tryptophan transport
system on L-tryptophan production in Escherichia coli
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Abstract: In Escherichia coli, uptake of L-tryptophan is done by three distinct permeases, encoded by mtr, tnaB, and aroP.
Based on the mtr single-gene knockout, we constructed the mtr.tnaB and mtr.aroP double-gene knockout mutants and the
mtr.tnaB.aroP triple-gene knockout mutant. The fermentation results showed that the mtr.tnaB and mtr.aroP knockout mutants
produced 1.38 g/L and 1.27 g/L L-tryptophan, respectively, which was 17% and 9% higher than that of the mtr knockout
mutant. However, the mtr.tnaB.aroP knockout mutant was significantly affected on cell growth and only produced 0.63 g/L
L-tryptophan. During the fed-batch fermentation in a 3-L fermentor, the mtr.tnaB knockout mutant produced 12.2 g/L
L-tryptophan, which was 27% higher than that of the mtr knockout mutant. This study demonstrates the effect of multi-gene
knockouts of L-tryptophan transport system of Escherichia coli on the biosynthesis of L-tryptophan.
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1 MHEF®
1.1 ##
111 FHAIZA

R bR A & R A 7T T bR R I AT R
FB-T1/pSV03, Hfi T FB-T1 & KT FB-021
(9 mtr SRR R B BT AR TR AR, JERI AL Wi3110
(AtrpR. AtnaA il Amtr), ki pSVO03 J&7 A T 15t
A VR T K T AT A 65 R 5 1 ik A2 O et il R K]
aroF I trpED MY{IK#% U1, H.HA5 PR Ml PL XUH 3 T
4 A% 26k FoRE ), Bk FB-T1/pSVO3 i 52560 %8 Ay
Wi S TR F B g, ARFFELL FB-T1/pSV03
Sy R HERR, B E T mtrtnaB fl mtr.aroP X3
PRl i I T LA &2 mitr.tnaB.aroP = LA MR o mi T
W B T2 FURL pKD13, pKDA46 A1 pCP20 It [ 3% [ HR
&R K AT B B MR JE (E. coli Genetic Stock
Center, New Haven, USA) AHF5z b ffi B9 B
PRI B AR RRPE LR 1,
1.1.2  ilFAnsR

£ Fh R M 9 VD B . Tag DNA R & il .
PrimeSTAR HS DNA R4 i F1 T4 DNA 7 #2111
FAY TR (KiE) ARAF; AR DNA flif
WG . AME LN 2 DNA L & . DNA Bt
BIGE ) & U SO A R H &SR (Amp). RIPER
(Kan) F1 L-Pofofagiie B 4= TAY T/ (1) A
PR H]
1.1.3 LR BERIFRAF 1T

P 53730 LB K57 3E .10 g/L & F1¥R, 10 g/L
NaCl, 5g/L BEREF . FRIH K e s 37 R0 o A9
3 g/L MgSO47H,0, 0.015 g/L CaCl,H,0, 3 g/L
KH,PO,, 1 g/L NaCl, 5 g/L (NH,),SO,, 0.07 g/L
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FeSO,-7H,0, 0.1 g/L Na-Citrate, 0.2 g/L EF ;5 ,
20 g/L #ZEBEM 1.5 mL/L LR | (2 g/L
Al,(S0,)3:18H,0, 0.75 g/L CoSO,7H,0, 2.5 g/L
CuS0,4-5H,0, 0.5 g/L HsBO;, 2.4 g/L MnSO4-H,0,
3 g/L Na;M00,-2H,0, 2.5 g/L NiSO,-6H,0, 15 g/L
ZnSO, 7TH,0) M7F 3 L KBl rh it 47 4t 2 Wen,
RIS ) I M A AR B RN 8 gL, Ho
J A3 TRV 2 e g e 3

RO K BERT, BWIARTE 50 mL LB 5353k 37 C
}ig% 8~10 h, % 10% (VIV) HBI%:42% 100 mL #%
R BERE IR 37 CHRGHEFR, HFR 4 h B nid &t
M K IR T K537 3E pH (H % pH 7.0~7.2, KEFEL
FERS , B RRAE 50 mL LB 55323 37 ‘CH 5 8~10 h,
P 10% (VIV) LBz 1.2 L LR SR &
W KR AATREE Fy 33 C, T A K W E A K
WwribIe, FHEZE 38 CHiFR, B OER. Mk
PV ) G A A A S AR L, FRAR TN 500 g/L 11
DR, JF IR s It A 22 T % o 2 A v
INF 5 gll, KRR, A PR K (R R
pH {RHF7E 6.8,
1.1.4 79

AR R AP W3L10 AJE R 4LE 5, B85 14

Fz1 EHRRK

Table 1 Strains and plasmids

gene_pl Fil gene_p2, HA T X4 40 o H bR LA L
U4 50 bp 191 IR P41, DL pKD13 DNA
Me, ¥4 1 403 bp MY HAREKTH DNA B
gene®°-Kan-gene®’, =XI514 gene_vl Fl k1, k2
F1 gene_v2, gene_v1 Fil gene_v2 435l FH T4 & Hp
TR EERE, A5 gene_vl 1 gene_v2 43l &
R FF B W3110 HEPH 2H Hb H AR A B AT 3% 19
Bf DNA JF51, 514 k1 F1 k2 230504 Bk pKD13
Kan S [H 3 3 8110 AR 52 i FH 5 1 4 (9 DNA J7 5]
WLk 2, BIWIRA BRI AR A T AR
TH (L) ARAFSER.
1.2 Ak
121 AGFHFEFEA AR

TR B 5 PR o 2 SRR [16]
1.2.2  JSF L BECH I E

R T v 8 2 FR VIR B 1 D 7 2 BRSOk [15] . K 8%
WP A R SBA-40C AW 4% B 43 A AL
G (IWARBREBE W) . & B B A
% BE LAAE 600 nm T 430 ot BE TS I B I ' {E
ODgoo Z2 718 , 4 i 55 R 45 17 109 449 4 1) 22 30 2 23R
4 (1 0D=0.492 g/L CDW),

Strain and plasmid

Relevant characteristics

Source or reference

E. coli

FB-02 W3110 (AtrpR, AtnaA) [15]
FB-T1 W3110 (AtrpR, AtnaA, and Amtr) Stock in lab
FB-T2 W3110 (AtrpR, AtnaA, Amtr, and AtnaB) This study
FB-T3 W3110 (AtrpR, AtnaA, Amtr, and AaroP) This study
FB-T4 W3110 (AtrpR, AtnaA, Amtr, AtnaB, and AaroP) This study
Plasmid

pSVv p15A replicon, Kan marker, lambda PR and PL promoter [15]
pSVO03 pSV derivative, carrying aroF™ and trpE™'D [15]
pKD13 Amp and Kan markers [16]
pKD46 Amp marker, helper plasmid [16]
pCP20 Amp and Chl markers, helper plasmid [16]
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Table 2 Primers used in this study

Gene Primers

Sequences (5'-3")

aroP_pl CACGCATCACTGCGTAGATCAAAAAAACAACCACCGCACGAGGTTTCATGATTCCGGGGATCCGTCGACC
aroP_p2 CACCCTGTACGGGTGAGGGCGTAGAGAGATTAATGCGCTTTTACGGCTTTTGTAGGCTGGAGCTGCTTCG
aroP aroP_vl GATACTGCGA AGTATGGAAA TCACCCAGCG
aroP_v2  GCTCAGCCTCAACCCCTCTCAATATGT
tnaB_pl CCCTACATCCTCAATAACAAAAATAGCCTTCCTCTAAAGGTGGCATCATGATTCCGGGGATCCGTCGACC
tnaB_p2 GCCAGCGAATGGCTGGCTTCTTGAAGGATTTAGCCAAATTTAGGTAACACTGTAGGCTGGAGCTGCTTCG
nas tnaB_vl  AACAACTGCCATGCCCGGCTGAAC
tnaB_v2  AATATGCAACTGCGCTTCGCTGG
k1 CAGTCATAGCCGAATAGCCT
k2 CGGTGCCCTGAATGAACTGC

The underlines indicate 50-nt homology extensions of a target knockout gene.

2 X

2.1 mitrtnaB WEE R EWE

H T €8 2R 5 8O S il 119 2R 35 UKL pSVO3 it
B T HL SR pKD13 &R Kan Hrikbric, Sk o o
L pSVO3 78 H R fi bR L B = A AR R, AR AR
T SEAE R T bR FB-T1/pSVO03 WY1 T FB-T1 Y
B Al L AT 6 R R B B R S8 £ 3 X R TG R
#, PETE R pSVO3 AL SEER ARG & B Rk
FB-T1/pSVO03 [ £ H A mi kR & . LABTR: pKD13 DNA
JREAR, FIHSIY) thaB_pl Fl tnaB_p2 #1475 3 1Y
FTHI PCR H B¢ thaBP%-Kan-tnaB®*, # 1k % KT
W FB-T1/pKD46 MRz 84, [FIREA ST
Kan A 425 0 1 thaB 3 R A BB 28 28 kR o 4351
FIHHXF 514 tnaB_v1 fil k1, k2 il tnaB_v2 X} tnaB
BRI HEAT TR VR PCR %58 o RTS8, R
A SRAEAT PCR B, T tnaB @il &y 1
J5 43 3545 784 bp 1 991 bp ) PCR H Bt. DNA
B HL UK 45 R S IR AAT , 3R tnaB JE AR5
B (Bl 1, VkiE 1~2), f BTk pCP20 # 1L % tnaB
FEDBR A R, TR IL Kan ibERE, IERIH S
tnaB_v1 fl tnaB_v2 #ATH 7% PCR %7 . #4875
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S3HT, Kan BERIEERJG, PCR ¥ 4% 3515 643 bp 11y
DNA J7 Bt DNA S LK I 25 1R S He EAHST (&
1, JkiH 3). ¥ PCR Jy Bti# 4% % pMD18-T il Jqi%
W, R 45 A UE tnaB BN B R E#R . 4
mtr.tnaB % H A FB-T2,
2.2 mtr. aroP SWEEF1 mtr. tnaB. aroP =& E &}
FREBIE

16 mtr BAJEPI I mtr.tnaB RS P Fi s B Al |
W 51 ¥ aroP_pl 1 aroP_p2 ¥ 1453 5] PCR A B

bp

991
784
643

1 tnaB EEFMREHR PCREE

Fig. 1 Identification of the tnaB knockout strain by PCR. M:
DL 2 000 marker; 1: tnaB_vl—kl; 2: k2—tnaB_v2; 3:
tnaB_vl—tnaB_v2.
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bp M 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 bp

2 aroP EFEFMRER PCREE

Fig. 2 Identification of the aroP knockout strains by PCR. M:
DL 2 000 marker; 1, 5: aroP_v1—k1; 2, 6: k2—aroP_v2; 3, 7:
aroP_vl—aroP _v2.

aroP®*°-Kan-aroP®*°, | F#tk FB-T1 il FB-T2 3L [X
ZH | aroP BEPK B o A XS E S aroP_vl
k1, k2 FI aroP_v2 735l #EATPIA aroP Jk P mil
T Y PCR % 5E . DNA BEJIK HL UK Y45 R 2 7= P i aroP
LN RER 22 PCR 715 3R4% 1) DNA J1 BN
SIS {E 742 bp Fi1 961 bp AHFF (& 2, WKiE 1~2 K
mtraroP XU K& B i R T 1Y S8 0E ; Uk iE 5~6 b
mtr.tnaB.aroP — & A G BRI 9 48 8 ) . Kan LRI BR
J&, RS54 aroP_v1 F1 aroP_v2 B Fh aroP
SRR A AT PCR M8, MLTKZE R 5B
571 bp M4F (& 2, kil 3y mtr.aroP XU K m B
HYYEE ; VKIE 7 24 mtr.tnaB.aroP = 5 [H] R i Al 4
FE)o LMFIEWA P A aroP KPR IER, M
gy 9l 3K 4% mtraroP X & M @ BR B FB-T3 Al
mtr.tnaB.aroP = 3 [X f 5 H FB-T4,
23 BRRERIEEEE

& A =R A UGB R Y BORL pSVO03
73 9 e Ak 22 R I A T 00 S TR B i AR 8 22 Y R
W FB-T2. FB-T3 Hll FB-T4 ", #4& 0 & ik 2L [N
TFH FB-T2/pSV03. FB-T3/pSV03 Fl FB-T4/
pSVo03,
24 BREBRERIRERAERAE

N T WG RIGATH O &R 15 RG22 H K

o o Xt B R A P SRR PSS, AR S Y R B R
FB-T1/pSV03 J i i) (1,24 iz T.72 4 FB-T2/pSV03.,
FB-T3/pSV03 il FB-T4/pSV03 #4T T # i & W5
Bo T RRTER ] R e SR B h i A )
BEIR0h pH B TS pH 6 LR, 8 1 7 5 40 i
PRI A e R G A, I AS SE g0 R 4 h, F
MK B 3 m0h pH [HE pH 7.0~7.2, W&
3A i, SXFIREMA L, mirtnaB 5{# mtraroP
XU DR R % R B A K /N HYS 3 M
WR%E 1z KL H mtr, tnaB F1 aroP Yk s ey, BEIARm
ARZEN T U RS, fE AR 7 IE, mtrtnaB
XU R B A FB-T2/pSV03 i (0 & R P i
1.38 g/L, SX%FHAE Ik FB-T1/pSV03 (1.17 g/L) L
PET 17%; mtraroP XU @R E FB-T3/pSV03
R ™ it 1.27 g/L, 54 IR Bk FB-T1/pSV03
MR T 9% ; 1 mtrtnaB.aroP = 5 K 5 B
FB-T4/pSV03 A K %18, ARdBEPUHET
0.63 g/L Wy oz 2 (1 3B).
25 BRRERTIERMRIS AR

P A R AR A, PR L (B R T2 R
St TREE H, mtr.tnaB Y U PR i B 1 FB-T2/pSV03
7= TR R Ty e, R T BE— A B IR WA
CRRE S, AREFSEAE 3 L K EEE X & ik
FB-T1/pSV03 J mtrtnaB U3 K #i Bk i FB-T2/
pSVO3 AT 1 AMEH Mt K ESE TS . NI 4 Frs, &
IRAE R W REP bk FB-T2/pSV03 M 4L K3 5 T
XFREES FB-T1/pSV03, {H7E &R 2 45 i i
e AT AR R LR Wi AT, 43 i 39.4 g/L FH 41.8 gL
(3% 3). TEGZ MR Jr i, Wk FB-T2/pSVO03 &
B e il IR R 12.2 g/L W& R, 5 K # bk
FB-T1/pSV03 (9.6 g/L) ML ® T 27%; H ik
FB-T2/pSV03 1 Zi L% R 9%, 5%
FB-T1/pSVO03 (6%) HHEL#ER 50% (& 3). WFITLs
RH IO EBRTE 12 250 mirtnaB XUKEE R R o 8 1A
R 7 0 S R e R R
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foaor —&— FB-T1/pSV03 B
. FB-Tz/gsvos 15 _e FB-T1/pSV03
—e— FB-T3/pSV03 | —=— FB-T2/pSV03
—¥— FB-T4/pSV03 —e— FB-T3/pSV03
5 P 12 - _y FB-T4/pSV03
E 309 |
S !
[—(
03[
0 e | L L L L L 1 L L . |
10 20 30 40 50 60
1(b) ‘)

3 KXWB#TE FB-T1/pSV03 B REFIZ A% S £ E MR EMIER A B2
Fig. 3 Shake-flask fermentations of multi-gene knockout mutants of L-Trp transport system of E. coli FB-T1/pSV03. The data
represent the x+s from three measurements.

15 7 100
AAAs o 5

12+ e 480
~~ /J-
g‘w | A L) P 2ii é\\ékl\T = —a&— L-Trp concentration (FB-T1/pSV03)
g 93 toL i TEEaATR 160 Q% —a— L-Trp concentration (FB-T2/pSV03)
§ & £ K ] S  —#— Cell growth (FB-T1/pSV03)
e 7 A ii—J/ A S —t+— Cell growth (FB-T2/pSV03)
& 6 @/ = 7 40 % —— Glucose concentration (FB-T1/pSV03)
S \ /[ ,D/ 5 —¥— Glucose concentration (FB-T2/pSV03)

L olw A 4
3 *A\ /e/ 20
‘E’xa/,v\ T Y L P

10 20 30 40 50
t(h)

4 E#k FB-T1/pSV03 #1 FB-T2/pSV03 &Y 4 #t k B%
Fig. 4 Fed-batch fermentations of E. coli FB-T1/pSV03 and FB-T2/pSV03. The data represent the x+s from three measurements.

%3 AMATHE FB-T1/pSV03 #1 FB-T2/pSV03 4 #t 4l & B A 5 85 b3
Table 3 Comparison of fermentation parameters of E. coli FB-T1/pSV03 and FB-T2/pSV03

Parameter FB-T1/pSV03 FB-T2/pSV03
Maximun cell dry weight (CDW, g/L) 41.8+2.0 39.4£1.8
Glucose consumption (g/L) 155+13 133£10
Average specific growth rate p (h™) 0.12+0.01 0.10+0.003
Maximun L-Trp titer (g/L) 9.6+0.4 12.2+0.7
Max productivity (mgrrp/gcow-h) 42.0+0.1 51.0+0.6
0.060+0.002 0.090+0.005

Glucose conversion ratio (9rrp/Jgiucose)

The data represent the x+s from three measurements.
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3

TEREER G BOERAR RN ZMRZ)E,
18 ARG UK AN LA R B AT 5T b )
BN, Bl TAA V2 BB IR T i R G R
ARAGFEEE, P H R D EOCRE %6 T ¥z &
G5 T AR B 2 S MR A 4 & B R i Bk (0 R
W, MBI B AR 7 A S MR R AT 1 12121,
TEA AR E D, @R M N 15z 02 3
AroP i % B B 4 . Ikeda % LA R R PR AT
KY9225 Sy Hh R T bk , 8 i Y5 A2 AT T (s BRI
PEREARAY 3 PRISASR , L 2R it 55 % R TAAH LE
SR T 10%~20% , PRI € SR MR Bt
¥ 52 354 AT B MR 1 (R 5 2 (AR 22 A
S Ikeda 2R €2 SR W N 2R 0 5 A8 T ) M 7 5
P ZUCR TIFEEMFB . hFis S Eds
RAESFRRREA, TCEBHINIXEER 58 A EA
SO TR AR Y SRR S R, IS RE A A
GATR WM FR e 2 A0 6 R 7 e i e A DTk it . TE
KIGAT 5 I, A 52 50 % 7R 0 i i 92 vh & B 6 2
T2 % 328 72 0 1) B DA I 340 % TR 4R A 7 € S R A A2
HEVERT, b mtr SOREPREBR VR R (B R
BIR), BT RIGFF AL E R G0 2 3 K il e 0] T ik
R O R B AT AR WA TS . P, ARG
FE mtr B PR BRI LA L, 2SI EE T mtrtnaB
H1 mtr.aroP WU A a5 14 LA & mtr.tnaB.aroP = 5& 4]
MURTE, HHE B T OATRE S R G2 B R
HARAE A AR, 45RFW, mirtnaB
mtr.aroP R PR m B 40 B AR B A K g g/, HL
mtr.tnaB 1 mtraroP XU R bR 0 G2 R - 2 5
it HEEAH LA B4R R T 179% 1 9% o FEiE—25 4%
HEANBE & BESL B mitrtnaB XU DR Rt B 1 A e T AR
2122 gIL AR, S0 IREA LIRS T 27%;
UEAh, FEARAR A TR R A W i G L T, R
P mtrtnaB XKL PR m S5 TR RE T 30 (0 R
DR LA A G TR B 99% , 5% MR TR A EL 4R v

T 50% (% 3). MOk, mTABTE Lm i A m bk
T B PR R IR T 2 R e g R R TR B T s, A
AWEREENAFEE G- 1), HA BT
OETRF 2 RGN A G ZTRAIE I,
1713 Ay €8 2 PR B o 14— 2 ok R R AR

(EAHERRY S, HAT R 12 R T R
FAIRATAE—LEREL . BN, RS54 ot
IR R W AL TR 2 S BIORH 7 2 R IR 114 7
SRR R E 215 1o 5 A T B S R SRR IR R
GESZARIN, AR R R Y 7 e I A 15 2R Y 4
KA, A, FEREERY W R G MM, R
TE 28 FE IR - PR 1 i 2 KAl R 7 e 1R A )™
{1 S T8 ELRF S ot S A S R R U i P
{1y de R e AL 7 2 SRR (1 7 b A 80 i 491 s
7 R — 7 TH ot 0 5 o A S R e s AL A IR 3ROk
A, HS — A 2RI, Z W TS
IR s He U O 7 IR N 1 RAF RN 2, H
TR 22 B A S T 7 40 B 3 ok 2 ik R TR A R 4
DNWRRHATEE, AR RGN —H
PLAEAA, 2 W 2R G 0 43 b 2 8 ) A [ JH ol
T A AN BB E TR, IR T M
S ALY G NI, R BOR M2 1 J HE R
It 3 B R 0 L e B e DA PR 2 5 AR 5 1),
S HETR NS ZR BT A3 Ml 2R G A DA — A A [
PEAT LRI, T (0 R L S H A 8 S R 1)
Feim 2R G0 T REAE E AL TR LE 7™ B bk ) B A0 o 7 v
KA BRI
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