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Heavy metal absorption, transportation and accumulation
mechanisms in hyperaccumulator Thlaspi caerulescens

Geyu Liu, Tuanyao Chai, and Tao Sun
College of Life Science, Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China

Abstract: Thlaspi caerulescens, the famous model plant of heavy-metal hyperaccumulator, can uptake and accumulate large
amount of heavy metals in its above-ground part of the plants. However, the very low biomass in Thlaspi caerulescens makes this
plant unfit for direct application in phytoremediation. In recent years, there are many reports about the physiological and molecular
characterization of Thlaspi caerulescens under heavy metals stresses, including absorption, transport and intracellular detoxification
processes (e.g., chelation and compartmentation). Research teams have conducted many studies of chelators in plants, such as organ
acid, amino acid, phytochelatins, metallothioneins and nicotianamine, and so on. Several transport protein families, such as Zinc
Regulated Protein, Cation Diffusion Facilitator, Natural Resistance and Macrophage Protein and Heavy Metal ATPase, play
important role in short/long distance transport in the plant. In this review, we summarize the current knowledge of the physiological
and molecular mechanisms of heavy metals accumulation in Thlaspi caerulescens, with particular emphasis on the roles of

transporters and chelatins in modulating plant heave-metal-stress responses.
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W SE Thlaspi caerulescens N EE, 2NN
() — P 4 B AR . RO T T EA
UK T 4 S P DA SORR B AL, % I 4 i R i
SRLE D m AT 2. X TFBERNESR
BRI RAGE TR T 1865 4, Sachs % K ik
WS T caerulescens BEWEAE T & Zn By L3P A K,
i HARP Y Zn ST 3 & AR S T E Y 179% 50
w4 E “HEEMY)” (Hyperaccumulator) & XN
e 1 Brooks 8 F 1977 4R, DL Ni & 4014k
fil, FEYIERN Ni BT 1 000 mg/kg DW(Dry
weight) FEFKNHE &SP AT X b Ik
Witk — 2L GRS BT, B 8% T X — L——
Y B o sy (TE) WIS ES R SRS
TR T AR 4>, B mlE Cd 53] 100 mg/kg
DW, Co. Cu. Ni, PbiA%| 1 000 mg/kg DW, Mn,
Zn 355 10 000 mg/kg DW DL _F AP FR M B HE A
Yo 38 SRR — Rl ] w AR 2 R0 E 4 R i R
A3 AT Z 1 30 000 mg/kg DW Znl"!, 14 000 mg/kg
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& @i iE e R HEEEAER, BRIz,
TcHMA . TcYSL 5555z R OCHE 1 4 2 1A 1 & B LA
Kot — v T N385 E AR
B 5 Z MUK AN o A SC IR LR I8 R 4 Jm A
B YRV 32 R (0 ) RE S T 5 4 i R
i VAL 5 308 2 o

1 ELEBTELY

TPy %) o 4 S i i A7 55 SR AR AL HE LR LA
AR R B, HARPRE B SR i, R
HEARER AW, 4 Jm B -t AR A S5 H 45
BT E G R, TR AR A0 A b AT IX E A
HW, R ESBEGE A YWIEARRH R85
it s R A E S, B AR R A
W T I E A, TR b, &SRB AW A
T AR EEAEN . B ol B S AR X ALK
WY& BT, JFHEE L& R-BEME Gk
T 20H 5 4 I 15 1 2o 5 s R AR AR MR R
s a LAy, MEReRAAE TR, =
A TR R AL Y AR N 1Y 4 B BB R A LR . 2 ik
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FLAcioe it B B0, B MT S A5G il e
FURIIT AtMT1 . AIMT2 5 {H 4 > MT 3K B RERG AL
) Cu. Cd. Zn MHE 8 24 5, Horh ArMT2 %) Cd.
Zn WTHESY AL T TeMT2 T AtMT1 %A1
Hassinen %5 & I AE LG T it i 3858 TeMT2 . TeMT3
FHXTFE LAY Cu, Cd. Zn WTHPELL Zn, Cd
s SRR I W AR AT s RN MT & i &
FIK 5 N RE 2 R WA ) 7E IE 8 A BLAR R R W K 4
& TC R A LE R T S SRR I B G : AE X BRU T
T, SRR AL, L DR R AR AR R AR
MERWERE SR, HRARKENEA RS
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T, e MT REM IR AR RN Cu®
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1.2 emiEmtiR (NA)
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M7EZE B AR P R BT NA-Ni (92 44; [F
WF, TeNAS1 BEFENAMEIME Ni bk L& b4 Ni

BRI R R W D R a] LA H LT
W, FEMRAESZ 3] Ni b3S, 5% TeNAST 7l
SRR, JFA KR NA, AR5 NA #sfii 2
W5 Ni #4, MG L NA-Ni 4P 0 id %
B H AR S EFiaimEE T m s E
AT FEREAE, 1 NA F NA-Ni 767K P 0K 2535 4
R AT REE — R 2 R A S 5,

1.3 #EYEEHR (PCs)

Y 4%E 2 (Phytochelatins, PCs) &M PC &
it & B —FP e 5 Z M & JEocE W Cd. Zn, Cu,
Pb s HEEHEITTER As BEMEIK, 2 U AR
UE R & 7 22 i o 43 s e SR AR 00 4 R it A2 R
EBh RHEEEEM ., BWIMR AN, PCs
118 W R E 4 JE RBUT M R N S A 4 )R & 4
TP s (R Rl AE 5T & BT BEAFAE — A2 25 5 o
AR LI, £ Cd AT, AT 4w SRR
Ae i ESE, ARFRLL S R ) PCs & 0 % 2
S xRN, BECERNE PC HEAZ
HAE RS CAPIUER PC & a2 h i
S y-EC IS, ATME PC A G K. TR
5% PCs #F i Wi 52 I VE H , Pence %5618 1% 5% Prayon
AFHES®) 5 Gange GEE ) Y y-EC & ALl
FRA0e, XA A AR AE 5 4 W3l T I RRAE ST T
AT R, Prayon Y Cd fEUBPEYE i, 1 Gange X
Cd Mt & AR AR . LSS R AT LIS, PC AT
AE7E Prayon Z%| Cd MrawliH E¥EMEIEM, i
Gange BRI g2 O A FREE R 4 Jd & L
R sz MU i e B AE PC &= ARMRAY TS B R X Cd
A BTN 32 6 715 A A2 Gange AT HEAF
E—FAEF PC IR/ T BB EEVE N Cd A 7
e 57 3o R v 2 4 1 O

2 ELRHEEY

e is B ANMUAE 4 JR AR N iz i 7 b R
SRR, N EL AT §E A R T R R 4 [ I 2
HSHYWARN S RESEE. CMeRs THizE
HZE %A ZNT/ZTP (Znic transproter), MTP (Metal
regulated protein) , HMA (P-type ATPases). YSL (Yellow

strip like), Nramp (Natural resistance and macrophage
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protein) Fl IRT (Iorn regulated transporter) 5§, /D#{
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2.1 ZNT/ZTP (Zn transporter) 3%

TcZNT1 j&—> ZIP ¥ 8 U R HE N, il
Pence S5 7E18 W SRR N K B 5 12438 X (6 1 T |-
FR R FRES A S AR Zn, Cd Mg, @ ad
FEA X 40T R IR, TeZNT1 SRk ZRT1 FI R ¢
ArZIPA B B AAR & i [ e s AR, BAR
TcZNT1 35 AZIP4 JERERLTT IR N2 LR )7 5
R IR PEAR 5, 42500 90% Fl 81% , {HI&: R 2 4
FEH BT REAT I 2 22 552 Grotz %X} TcZNT1 #E4F
(% B T i B AN SEER S0 AT, K I TeZNTI J&—Fl Zn
SRR Cd R RIS SR B 81 s TeZNT1 A
BRIGRIEERE (zrtl/zrt2 mutant) WP, 55 I HE B
FEARVEJE Zn 5510 FANRERE A, BEITIZ L X T 4 )
HEHEWINS Zn $i2 80, M AZIP4 FEHZRIK )R
FBORMARE T AN zrel/zre2 BOBRIGRRNE, (HREHAT
AN ctrl Cu B fE RIEERE G T BER, 410 e 7 % 1k 4%
Br 235 2[R AE dLUE sk AN JE R AE D e A 2 5%
AtZIPA FE PR 8 (ARG SE R I rh oA v, 4R 2 2
PRI 37 i 2 A AR X DA - 48 i i 14 4 i 5
ATz E P, Kupper ZF) F & R4 ss 8ok, &
B TcZNTI SEPRFEM: R (g R AL . 27 oo A O
P RL, MATEM TR, DU
W] T 758 W SRR N TeZNT1 SRR %t Zn (19 1F
WEFEABRBREEN, TRIFAS5&REEis
LBUR AN
2.2 MTP (Metal regulated protein) ZXi%

MTP J& )\ Ni ¥ & AW Thiaspi goesenginse
FLRER—1~ CDF Z% I & 7% is B A dm i FE R %
FER S ARG IT Y ZATT JER R, J2 38 i 3 v va B Ak
IS 2 R ARKN, MTP1 5 ZTP1 TR & KR
FE5 AR PR /5 (HJE, TgMTP1 & {3 78 o A
b, TeZTP1 FEAL T s TeMTP1 YIfE S AtZATI
IR R AL 2R Zn 38 BRI,
Persans 25 K, TeMTP1 RER 18 G FE RN A
DLy DB SR AE 7, HILL TgMTPI1t1 Fl TgMTP112
WG SRR @A R il R AR . TeMTPIn 5 Cd.
Co. Zn [T 5ZAHIE, Wi TgMTPI1:2 K5 Ni fif 32
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2.3 HMA (P-type ATPases) K j&

HMA J&—Fl P-B ATP Bif% 12 85 (A F RN
FHEEESEE T ITRKREEZHRAT, AR
W EIEE R, KRS P-AL ATP BERYTEIE S 48 &
TFRELGRR, RE M i TiE, %k
FET LA s K i ATP ol 49 15 38 ok 400 i 658 i
EAEBHEXZPEL LI Z AN RFHELAR .
TcHMA4 JE PR 2 i W Bk D g BN R MUs 5 =2 5C
JE R ok 2520, )@ T P-B ATPase #BZ% 5 %
FIl PIB WRE. PIAIF5E/ N 5% TeHMA 5
LA C il o0 p 90 A T e RE DR 2 A, R R
RN M AR KT C umEka el
R RAY N, ZERIT IR C o A4
AP E S RN R B s B S il e iy
cd®, WL Cui/ P ZEN S cddad ik
FEFEAER,; RN TeHMA4 FRALRT Cd B K
sy AR, X FHAM A JE A Zn, Co. Pb.
Ni WA BA L EIIRE . 7ERA A 4 )8 w5 AL RE 1Y
3 Fhis i e A AT TP R AN 2] TeHMA4 FER 3Rk
HAR 3 P ARSI E AR I DA R SRR bR
WK, H TcHMAA BATE 3 A S8 b R A I
B 225, JF Hag kNI 7E 4 H AW IR N 4R iz
e e AR R HE EEAE Y, Papoyan %KL,
TcHMA4 REREREAREE FE AT Cu . Pb.Zn 1Y R
TcHMA4 LR AE 22 3 8 4 J8 o I 5 2R AR bl 5
Sk, HMHEN TcHMA4 W] RE 32500 i3 03 4 )8
R HG At B0 5T 2R DAL P AR J5 0 ekt B 40 L A1 22 A B
MeEREEESEBEEEN, IAEESSE
&R 32 5
2.4 YSL (Yellow strip like) ZKji%

YSL (Yellow strip like) #5izfEHFRGEEA, &
R BT BORARES, miIfFsEiAh YSL 2 AEY kK
f—Fp Fe’ i faih s B FMEH A A 57 bk 2 &
W, DR Ret R g R G, ATZ#A R
IR FE RS NA-& R 2 AW Rs ik b,
HAT & B P A LM 34 YSL #is B A K ik
BB, ARG SR ST YSL R A R 3 () R He
Iy a4 N TeYSL3 . TeYSL5 Fl TeYSL7BY, % 3 4
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L PR 38 R S A PR 1) R 1 4 8 T[] R PR 7E S R
TrEIAK; Hid, TeYSL3 Ml TeYSLT i@ ¥ Je &
BAEARTE AR hRIL, AT AR 5K BTARAS FAH OG5 I
FERE DI BE AT 45 R & B TcYSL3 HA K Ni-NA #l
Fe-NA H-&Wizkmit AREBERE S, HET LI ERyot
FEEER, IEH NN TeYSL3 A fES 5 T B SR
Ni iz K BE iz

2.5 NRAMP (Natural resistance associated
macrophage protein) 3%

NRAMP (Natural resistance associated
macrophage protein), T IF S —A~ w5t A& PLAT
T I G A0 A S £ R S, DA AN T X 40 L P
PO G S T S AR 2B u g SE2 41
MATVRBZ IR RTE A R N 1 & )8 B 1 10 e iz
RYEME . ITJL4E, NRAMP YEK—Fh Fe M X4z
HEBZHEIE . A S % AT S ¥ 5 cDNA 3¢
JEHBAF—A NRAMP FiEIEN PP Wei %538 i ¥
AT & B FE AL & 11 A SRR, IR S5 A RSP
%1 (GQSSTITGTYAGQFIMGGFLN), i i 5 H b4
FIZ SR EE R A o3 B LB R B, B S 4
It AINRAMP3 HEACRE B i, DMK 2 5 A i 44
TeNRAMP3 . LT RE B AN B0 I TeNRAMP3 %
fEFAE 10 umol/L Cd &b FR S T A 2 ik, i
800 umol/L Cd Z&F FMIEH A K, I HAFTXT g,
M4 )8 RERE AT A B, X BR 25 Rk BT R
Ni & &8 JE TeNRAMP3 AL 111 8.5 %, 7E Cd b3
T TeNRAMP3/4 b ¥R R ZBHMH . DL ERYZS
BRI TeNRAMP3/4 W Cd> 548 & B kR4 i
M, X Ni AR, TeNRAMP3 GE¥F Ni ShHEZ BB
AN FEAM A = AL T (B 1A P ik PR I 40
Ji 58 57 S A 2 PR TeNRAMP3 /4 H& PR ¥ 3 (37 78 R L
(Bl 1B), MFARMR 45 R R, TeNRAMP3 i
PRI R AE Cd, Ni b3, ¥ 5%
FH2E S HMED AT BRI B T AE P A P At — A B S 1
B 57 554, S5 TeNRAMP3 ANREXT Ni HETH 0S8
U, Oomen %X TeNRAMP3 F1 TeNRAMP4 X
PEAT VRS, TR IR . OISR A AR
B e W T i AL D BE o At X L, TcNRAMP3 Hl
TeNRAMPA 1335 6 & TR 51 v (] Y5 A e kK

pYES2
TcNRAMP3

TcNRAMP4

TcNRAMP3

TcNRAMP3

TcNRAMP4

1 TcNRAMP3/4 BEEITHRES T (A) FEEFERER
#% TCNRAMP3/4 TF 4B E AT 5347 (B) 1

Fig. 1 Fuctional analysis of T(NRAMP3/4 in yeast under Cd
Zn Ni (A) and subcellular localization of Te(NRAMP3/4 in root
of transgenic tobacco (B).

S, B 35 PR T RE DT RE -5 00 A O D VR 3 PR RE A AL T
(I UIREAH{EL, NRAMP3 fg%%iz Fe, Mn. Cd, AKfE
¥%ic Zn, NRAMPA WIRgizki 4 Mhag. Ji4bh, 5t
S IR A A BT e B3 T A R TR B A AE R I
TcNRAMP3 F TeNRAMP4 FERAER R IT Atnramp3
1 Atnramp4 FEH AR EIKG, TeNRAMP3/4
SEPR Y ek HEEL AN KT AENRAMP3/4 3 [R5 5t 7 )
Zn., Cd AbHR B HUR N X — DI REELREG , [5G 3L 3%
UM AR5 B A B A Y, DL BT AR R
TeNRAMP3/4 540 R 3% v i1 [ P 5L D AT g R 7E R
KPS H R A ES, MIEEAD)
A A X

2.6 IRT (Iorn regulated transporter) ZXJ%

IRT j2—Fp Fe* iz, R E—F cd®
R PN, IRT 33 33K 5 R % 1 nAE 4 1 il 2k i
M, Lombi & ¥ Gange Fl1 Prayon A= 25 %I 7 sk
FAF T BRI Cd 1 R, HLAT#E X Cd 1Y B
RE R T Ia &, i — AR WM K IE &
TcIRT1 LRV, Wifh 45 Gange il Prayon #R&
A IRTV FEH, A5 5 BT IRT1 3K 514 AH LU 7E
FEK P9 rh e TSR IF 81 o (HIR X AP IRT1
HXFTF Cd iz RE J1#RAS J2 AtRT1 JE K (Plaza 45
3 A X R A 1 S A A AR Cd Wt AT E A Ay
MrIRINR, TeIRT ANJ&—FAde T AR A8 0 e S5 A g
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JIH Cd #Eis2 [P,
3 EZ

18 WA Z MR A eI R A, AR A
ZHMESREESHZENARKES, M
S A [ A 2578 % T 4 Ja T 1 L 2 iy L et 5 o )
TSR A N R A AR B . BT
PR EMREZS SR PSR B SPOE S NEZL LRI
FeALIRZ , WARAT A AL IR RS Br7 an i R
S X LR AN BE— AT 8 1 S AR R A P
SRR NI RER M T HOR SRy, bR B
W SRAB R A48 S 4R e T B b 3 13RS i o

18 SR — PN AT 2 AR T B R AR TR
B, M ERTEACET T EY E R
A RBHLRE, [ B TR R T R RS
Y &R T H S FE R IRE. AT RIS A
RESSZENN N ke AT E S5 FIN B DN
A8 i SR T AR T o R RR AR PR Y 2 R
T A AR IS 2 S P AR, ) TR S 4 i
AR X < Jm EAT XS AL, I HLAE <5 A8 AR TR
A2 2T 1) Lz iy 22 il b 3R 03, DA T o s o A
- 40 iR 5 e AR S R AT X = A (B 2).

T 4 Ja TE R A N 125 AN A2 IR R SR
SEAE Y DOl T HABE E AR ) RN . RS
M Ha R BRI RmER, 248
UEWITE 8 W SR N 5 G 5 O P By o G A A

s
3

YSL
Nramp

Cd2+ Zn2+ Ni2+

Cd2+ an+ Ni2+

B2 BEXEEREESWZHTFHH
Fig. 2 Mechanism of heavy metal accumulation and tolerance
of Thlaspi caerulescens.
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Yo iz f i fe b A4 AR AL, RIS A
TE 18 W S PR P9 T REATAE 3 — BRSO IN B Ik 1
Vi, 257 EamnESIHENRES 5T
i) 3t b T B B a2

ZMERFizEAZSS T GRS )
MR R, A7 eI n] 5 < i o K B 2 45
BEM . BRCAHIRES RAERE —ERE K
A i R T R W AR LB, ER A O o ik
BT VL e im ik — BB AR PR, 7 2R P )
FIE. FTLL, BSO8R
I AR AT B4 2% T 5 AR SR EIRATSE . A
R RATTE TAEE T LU LU R PSR A T 1%, X
BRI GRS S A EY 2R, RR
BESIERA OB R ESILE; Jish, &
G IRTEAE AN BIHERS | 12 Hi e A T A2 FIBE 5 4R
MOCHE, 18RRI s R S5 e Rz
Z B ERFZ 1 B R A e B4 s SR AR
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