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Design and activity analysis of chimeric epidermal growth
factor fusion vaccine EST-mSEA
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Abstract: Epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) and its ligands (EGF and TGFa) are over-expressed in a variety of tumors.
Immunization EGF-carrier protein inhibits tumor growth through abrogating binding of EGF to EGFR. Here, a chimeric protein of
EGF and TGFo (EST) was genetically fused to Staphylococcal enterotoxin A (SEA), a bacterial superantigenic protein which
promotes humoral B cell response through enhancement of Ag-specific CD4 T cells activity. The resulted fusion proteins were
expressed in Escherichia coli and purified though metal chelating affinity chromatography. Immunization of EST-mSEA fusion
protein in mice induced production of high titers antibodies, which recognize both EGF and TGFa. Anti- EST-mSEA serum at
dilution of 1:10 significantly inhibited growth of A431 cell lines but had little effect on 293T cell lines.
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EGFR fEdE/N it . LAV . k8w 2
ol Jie g 20 e s Rk, X R R K P Rk 5 MR R AT
Ea[R K o) b S S e O DN E B /S R NS
it EGFR SR (BEGF. TGFa) %54, fEltid
PR FE T AR R Y, BEWEX R EAEH,
BCAPT EGFR 5 2k Mg 259 i B 55 07 1) . H
A, EZLPEATIZ EGFR 010 25 £ 54 M2 .
— X & EGFR WHidHl, Wi/ hNagF4Y
(Gefitinib . Erlotinib }2 Lapatinib) 1 5. 47 25 ¥
(Cetuximab . Panitumumab } Trastuzumab); % —3%
E X EGF BRI T PE LB B2 1 , 4H CimaVax EGF
T IA /N TS Y 25 R 2 B Y 7 R AR
I, R EUR R Rk B R T 5 R D
P, %&RELL EGFR NHEARM AL . RSP 2
PSR & BUIEE 25 W) W W 58 5 i . EGF B Ji g 928 v
CimaVax EGF IEZXFEMHURZGY, BALSEEE
(18 T S 07 HE B B ) 2T B R R . IR E
2T 2009 4F 4 et AT, 2R A9 I
A S, 1 TGFa 2 18 H AW EAL TG R AT 5B BL o

T IR BRI £ XS TGFo Al EGF (1%
Wi, Wi T —/~H TGFa. EGF 418K 50 MR
AT, a5 T 5 EGFR 454 1 H B4
F3k. BT EST Y5 EGFR K AR LR AY [ R 55 5
O PR, AR B S FLHUAR RN AR AT
BN RS . N TH BEST Maulitt, AUk
ARG R BURE A, T2 BA e i sm /e Y
SO EERE TR A (Staphylococcus enterotoxin
A, SEA) H5ZRlG . WIAHRE REN] . SEA REE
B IG5 EST (e stk , S/ RUBEAE ] i = A
FEX TGFa #1 EGF (HUA s Bt B Pt il i 5 g
MAEILRE TR, BB EMH EGFR BHMEANM A431 (1)
K, Wik, EST-mSEA A nl REgiilE—2 & B Hh
EEXF EGFR BHP: i es 200 i i) 357 L3R 97 P e

1 ApAer %

1.1 SRIE#R
N B g A M 55 R R A431 4R i KR B 4 i
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293T ¥y N A AR AF; 40 M 55 35 3 Dulbecco’s
Modified Eagle’s Medium (DMEM) I H Gibco 2
Al MRAR I (FCS) W H AT I8 2575 A P il b 2
Al HER. BERSPAERYEA Gibeo AT ;
A M FE I (BSA). BREGS N Sigma A w A
C57BL/6 /NI A A5 B¢ Rb 2= e sh Y ol o
1.2 FHiE
1.2.1  fH 52 F1 A1

FIH PCR 435 LA EGF il pET-TGFa3-mSEA A5
Me, P#d EST, HAALERA . Sesri/ p1/p2 i
P3/P4 1YY 1, P HESME N 94C 10s; 94°C 10s,
55C 20s, 72°C 30, 30 MEH; fiJ5 72°C 2 min,
RGP 5 iR G, 94°C 10 s 25,
A1 uL Pfufiff, 72°CHETE 30 min, 1.5% B IE A
FEHL KRN PCR =4, B 438 5 Bt KRy
147 bp. W IHKE) PCR 724, F Nde 1 il BamH |
XUAED] 5, 48 A 2 [R) il 1 40 31 TR # 4K pET-
TGFa3-mSEA "', f9@E 4 Fik pET-EST-mSEA.
#HE PCR I W51 ¥ N . PL:5-CTCATATGA
ATTCCGACTCTGAATG-3'; P2:5-TGGCACACGCA
CGCGTATTTTGTC-3'; P3:5'-CAAATACGCGTGCG
TGTGCCATTCTG-3'; P4:5'-AACTCGAGGGCCAGG
AGG TCCGCATG-3. T RIZE T U Jin i) iU o7 o5
i
1.2.2 &2 FIH9# 4

Y SEA AWML IR, IASIRE W ER
Fkl, IR A B . ¥ pET-EST-mSEA #; 1k
BL-21(DE3), flilkif5 Ml &G HEAMTERE L
W, WIEE 4°CIR-AF. 24f Chelating Sepharose 1,
70N W PR 19723 7 SO W N R
# (20 mmol/L Tris-HCI1, 0.5 mol/L NaCl) - % %&
)5, HPEMM (20 mmol/L Tris-HCI, 0.5 mol/L
NaCl, 80 mmol/L BKIE, pH 6.0) /i, Wb vEmig,
W& BAREE A ROVEI AL A AT A . R, Jf kAl
JEHAT AT

SDS-PAGE PR AR & 2 i € 7E K BE GIS
IS I G A PR R 0 5 A A B 1A B 1
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BCA Protein Assay Kit (Pierce) UiPH#17,
1.2.3 2Ll & ZFIP0ER #a5 . e R 261

¥ 5 JER C57BL/6 /NEBHL R 4 44 (EST-
mSEA | rSEA | EST FHPEXT AR A= BRER K BHPEXT AR,
e 10 Ho SRR, SRIE4A10L 10 pg HHi%E
SEARE 4 YR, FRRIEIRG 10 d; SBERTH R/ RE
I, A i AN

FHBRIRER O PO SRR B B A I Wk, AL
FL4% 100 uL, BAKRGIF:1) &0 EST-mSEA ik .
JH 500 ng/0.1 mL EST-mSEA 8, LA 1:400 F Bt
s 2) MIEPL rSEA Hifk: Al 500 ng/0.1 mL rSEA
8, LL1:400 PR, 3) MEHt EST fiik: H
500 ng/0.1 mL TGFa. EGF %%, LI 1:50 7 Bedt
A5 4) ME YRGB A BUA T EST $itk: 1 500 ng/
0.1 mL EGF. TGF f#%, LA 1:50 #iBhi EST-mSEA
B s R LAAH [R5 550 BBt rSEA Bt K [ 1 11
X HE

4°Cid#; PBST ¥k 5 ¥, #FK 2 min; H& 1%
BSA B 37 CEPAT 1 hy B BHE S B il 3 3
s ek (RRMEEOLE) BB EALImA
100 uL, 37°CH#% 1 h; PBST ¥ 5 ¥, %FK 2 min;
SRIGIMA 1:5000 HRP ARic it BiHhr 40,37 CHFF 1 h;
PBST ¥t 5 ¥k, #FK 2 min; il ABr it & () OPD i
A% 100 pL, 4.4 5 min 5, I 20 pL 2 mol/L A2
LAE R, ODgos MIDEHE , £ PHNRE —41. —
P L AS X IR PR 0 R -

P/N=2.1 (N>0.03)

(P: PAMEMVECHERE s N: BIPE M 6% )
1.2.4  GREHIT I

¥ A431 B 293T 4 A ] i 224 A 2 1 4R
SDS-PAGE HLVK/3Bi I, ¥R BIRHIRETF 4L |5 4%
RS ISR AT 4 R 10 mL 5% BHR2F WiAE i ¢
PEIR L= REA 1 h, SRJ5H PBST ¥k 3 K, &K
15 min. fIA 1:1000 #% EGFR $ii{f& (Santa cruz)
gy, B-actin PUIAK (Santa cruz), FIEMHFH 1 h, PBST
VR SE 3 W, FHIA 1:5000 F B HRP ARric —
i, FWWE | ho B D IREH ARVESETT .
1.2.5  ZLAE 25 190 X PR A R 2 27 5% 19 1

W A431 40K 293 T A LA 1310 40 /4L A 2%

JERRE] 96 LAk, B IR G 23 A [F]# RE 2
(i EST-mSEA 5470 rSEA 1ML .37 CH 5% 24 h
J&, AHZE AR TR, IR MTT 200 40 i
HEATISE o

2 ZX

21 MEEBMRESHE

RS PR RS 8 1 i EST A1 SEA PR
YU, A T RS X SEA MR R, W 2 [H)
WIMT 8 DNEILMR I FE LTS (GGGS), H:

MNSDSECPLSHDGYCLHDGVCMYIEALDKYA
CVCHSGYVGARCEHADLLA-GGSGSGGG-SE
KSEEINEKDLRKKSELQGTALGNLKQIYYYN
EKAKTENKESHDQFLQHTILFKGFFTDHSWY
NDLLVDFDSKDIVDKYKGKKVDLYGAYYGYQ
CAGGTPNKTACMYGGVTLHDNNRLTEEKKVP
INLWLDGKQNTVPLETVKTNKKNVTVQELDL
QARRYLQEKYNLYNSDVFDGKVQRGLIVFHT
STEPSVNYDLFGAQGQYSNTLLRIYRDNKTI
NSENMHIDIYLYTSLEHHHHHH

P HF A TR pET-EST-mSEA 1k BL-21(DE3)
5 EW, /3 TFEE BL-21(DE3, pET-EST-mSEA),
A 1.0 mmol/L 1) IPTG #HATAKIRE S, nl LAl e ml
BHEARSERE (B 1A) R S0 TS S H
i a R B G oR MR T AL, AL 4
SDS-PAGE 4. % Diliseiige s, 458 &M aifk
MRS EAA 2 &0, FEKH SN T2 A
¥, 4 34 kDa, 75— 50M2y2k 70 kDa (& 1B), 4
S5 /N A HT AR GY & R4 AL () SEA 7E SDS-PAGE
HLUk R, AT E AU RIEIERAE (5 Ck
). KL 70 kDa Ab MY EE 1 23R40 & SEA 5
BT A EST-mSEA 3R {k
22 MEEEADFIRNNE

¥ EST-mSEA . rSEA J& EST fufi/Nil, 4558 %
Wi 45 EST-mSEA . rSEA S 4l/N =4 1 i
JEpTi (K 2), FIARRLEE A AL AL i, 25
¥I7E 1:60 000 LA |5 Hl TGFa K EGF 4 gl 46l i 21
MEREM , 45 9AE EST-mSEA [MLiFEE S I 2] T
FEXF TGFa #1 EGF Y%A, £1%F TGFa MHUARAN
7 1:16 000, %X EGF BYPLIARELM > 1:32 000, i
Jir A BST Sl /NI v, ELISA il A B4k .
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EST 5/MBU% TGFa A1 EGF YA 8 i R a1, 18
ARSI SR B S i /N BRI 7 AR T AR TR B AR
ik, Wit SEA @G e, v mbrikmE, X
B SEA FLA B8 i) G g2 fA I 3500
23 MAEEBRMREERX EGFR 5 Ri&MIEH
B =4 H0 I 4E

KT AT RS R FPULTE RE S I H] EGFR P
R A AR K, eI AN i) EGFR AU A
TEOLHAT T 0B SRR, 1 A431 4ifih EGFR
EEFRIAM, WAE 293T 40Mh N4 EGFR ik
(K 3A).

1 EST-SEA & EBMFTIEMA L

Fig. 1 Expression and purification of EST-SEA fusion protein
in E. coli. (A) BL21(DE3) with pET-EST-mSEA was induced
with 1 mmol/L IPTG(lane 1), BL21(DE3) with pET-EST-mSEA
without induction (lane 2), BL21(DE3) with pET-22b(+) (lane
3), protein marker (lane 4). (B) Purified EST-mSEA(lane 1),
protein marker (lane 2).

351 —— EST-SEA/EST-SEA
0 —a— rSEA/rSEA
: —&— E5T-SEA/TGF
25t -~ E5T-EGF
D -8~ E5T-SEA/EGF
520} ——- rSEA/EGF
Q
S 15¢F
1.0
05r
0.0 —< >

30 33 36 39 42 45 48
Serum dilution (-1gET)

B2 fefk)RIMERNENE

Fig. 2 Detection of antibodies titers of serum from immunized
mice. 40 mice were randomized into four groups and
immunized with EST-mSEA, rSEA, EST or adjuvant only. To
detect the titers of antibody against EST-mSEA in serum of
EST-mSEA immunized mice, the EST-mSEA were coated and
corresponding serum were applied sequentially. To detect other
antibodies against other interest proteins, the proteins and serum
were applied in the same way as EST-mSEA (serum from
applied protein/coated protein).
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E3 EST-mSEA#R M % & R Z M $EGF/ TGFo/EGFRIK

HEMEMAREK

Fig. 3 EST-mSEA anti-serum can inhibit the growth of EGF/
TGFa/EGFR dependent tumor cell lines significantly. (A) The
expression level of EGFR in different tumor cell lines.
EST-mSEA anti-serum can inhibit the growth of EGF/TGFo/
EGFR dependent tumor A431 significantly (B, D). But has no
effect on EGFR negative cell 293T(C, D). In figure B and C, ET
means dilution ratio of EST-mSEA anti-serum.
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6] 293T FIA43 1A HF 73 51 A [ 36 ¢
PLEST-mSEAHTIrSEA (BIHEXSIR) Gz 1fiL 5 45 77 24
W&, HTEST-mSEA G ML JL-F- AT LUKE A43 1M 46
JL5E 4 A, XS 293 T L 1% A 1 3 A B S (0 5 il
T F/NTF5% (KI3B. C). £MPIEST-mSEARLEE
L7 R EGFR i 22 32 1Y g 4 A 4 il 4 1
3 A%

i e £ A LR e b T IR ST, e Bt
TERUAR N B S vk T B, 36 AR P 200 i f 2 VT
A, HNE G A2 AR . BRI, bR s R
TR Y S A S 2 1 T AR, S5 H0 9 RGNS
R PR RPN RE ), OGBS IAEE, Sl kA T
FR)RE S PR R AN Sy, BHL IR R R, 20
s Fir g 590 0 2 %5 BR W B R A(Staphylococcal
enterotoxin A, SEA) &4 W EERE = LM R
Z—, N sea FEH GG 257 NEIERRA LI LK,
S PN TR, TR AR S i RO A] BB S 4
HEY0 (Antigen presenting cell, APC) MHC II 2§
S F R T 4R UM 324K (T cell receptor, TCR)
FER g5, 5% TR RN 225 2972k T
Y0 MR AR IL-T. IL-2 I TNF-7 2 Z R0 7,
1117 22 FEBC gl A 0121 R 5 1 A 1l v R A
BSA K& HIV 1) gp160 43l 432 /N, B 5 75 H SEA
TSR /INEL, 2 B El T R T D ) S A A A% i i
WRAPESTIF BSA  gp 160 BTV 4335135 T 3~4
Fr), IR ST AR R R PR SEA SR d TR R] Ui
HEM RN Z5E 2 /e, BT, BRI %
TS A8 R A e L IR B ) S e v AR B o
Fean, ¥ SEA I bsi /KBS IX L (Transmembrane
domain , TM) J& [ UL J5 FH >k & 4 B 98 1is 45 19
exosome, EV T exosome [ 52 M , I il Exo/SEA-TM,
A] LA 3 MR R 5+ 11 cytotoxic T lymphocyte (CTL),
it e 1 A BLAT B I E Y B, Rk
U D HE A A 0 3464 P g 2 8 ROIE 5, A S 6 0 I
1T TR 25

ARSI TR Y EST J& EGF Ml TGFa B 75 73
T, HZARM4YS TGFa, EGF ML AER ML,
JEHE EGF (18 4), M H AR 5% J5vE nl BE 25 Ak,

ARSI A RALUESE T X — i, BUEHZLL EST S/
BUOFABE A AU PR (8] 2). ARFSELL SEA AR
i EST MEUAE T, W REA SOHOE e #5114 1
PERGE, UL EST (WIRRIN 52, SCHG45 L0, fl
A H EST-mSEA /N RUS AT LA™ Az i B i Bt
&, 7E EST-mSEA ¥kl £ 1 4% TGFo F1 EGF
MBIk, £XF TGFa 2k 1:16 000, %X} EGF (¥
itk 1:32 000 (& 2), XK SEA 1E R EIAE
1 RE S A SO L DA™ A 51X EST T4

F TR AR 0 5 0 D 53 ) T ST AT B 92 40 S B g
FHA e — @AM, R BT 55 BT i il DU FG i R
AT R RO, T SEA HAELISEEE T
P MHC 20 Fisb 5245 T 400, A fe)s sl s R
GERBIRE I RIS s o3 — 7, 4R EST M4
AFITF EST RAL (RMERMAZ RN W58,
I, 78R Y SEA #HATRIEIE, 8 TR IERM
7S (MR G 0 SE e | ZE M Z RIS I T —1>38 FH Y
8 ZFEMRIE MK (GGGS),, MK EL 28 4 U S RE S AR 4
Hi O R @l A B E OB B BRSO (Hexulose
phosphate synthase, HPS) (23 kDa) -GFP(27 kDa) 4%
ERCEAE U

4 EST RNMUHBREHN FRET S EGF #1 TGFa tHIARY

TEH %
Fig. 4 The EST shows similar conformation with that of EGF
and TGFa.

AWFFENTLL SEA A 1 EGFR BC s 1 i 17
TR, WIPERAS Ny, (HATRZ A7 2 [0
2, I SEA RIS EST 45531k CDA+T il L
LT IA N B R REH EST
T 5 EGFR 45 & W E LA, T EST-SEA Il fE
P EGF #1 TGFa, WAENE W &M EGFR FHYEN
RAM K, HhT A431 404 KRR T
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