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Abstract: Retinoic acid signaling pathway plays a role in regulating vertebrate development,
cell differentiation, and homeostasis. As a key enzyme that catalyzes the oxidation of retinal to
retinoic acid, aldehyde dehydrogenase 1 family member A2 (Aldhla2) is involved in cardiac
development, while whether it functions in heart diseases remains to be studied. In this study,
we infected primary cardiomyocytes with adenovirus overexpressing Aldhla2 (Ad-Aldhla2) to
explore the effects of Aldhla2 overexpression on the biological function of cardiomyocytes.
The results showed that the infection with Ad-Aldhla2 realized the overexpression of Aldhla2
in cardiomyocytes. Compared with the control group infected with Ad-GFP, the cardiomyocytes
infected with Ad-Aldhla2 showcased significantly increased size and up-regulated expression
levels of the atrial natriuretic factor gene (ANF), brain natriuretic peptide gene (BNP), and
B-myosin heavy chain (f-MHC). In addition, 5-ethynyl-2'-deoxyuridine (EdU) incorporation
assay demonstrated that Aldhla2 overexpression increased the proportion of cardiomyocytes
with positive EdU signals and upregulated the expression levels of proliferation-related genes
cyclin D2 (Ccnd2) and budding uninhibited by benzimidazole 1 (Bubl). The above data
indicated that overexpression of Aldhla2 induced hypertrophic growth and proliferation of
cardiomyocytes. This study provides a basis for further understanding the function of Aldhla2
in heart diseases and developing therapies for heart diseases.

Keywords: Aldhla2; adenovirus; cardiac hypertrophy; cardiomyocyte proliferation
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L E I -RBP B 40 IR I 3218 STRAG6 15 24 Jfd i
iz, W I e i A AL R RDH10 #6474k
H, AL IS, R A (Aldhlal-3)
AR B AL RA L 4 R A Sl B A O
R & B 1L R rh R AR Y, shipsiml
W on, FEFRSr & B B Bl 2 4 B R 23 23
O JUE I I M T 0 Ay A L R 5 T 4R i
FA R 11 A i), Aldhla2 BEIE S22/ 5 RA (S
SO R F RN FEES T, WA, A
e RO e B A9 bt e IRAFAE Aldhla2
SRRSO, W EH BT Aldhla2 7e sl
IR A 45 b 2 5 R AR D BB A& WAGH .
RFE Aldnla2 1E0EGR Hh R R DIRE

AW A Aldhla2 4K cDNA 1% 8 20 s
TR AR T T AE, IR S LA AR Y
ARV TR s 2R T Aldhla2 i ik
X FL A0 B R A & A 5 1 0 B s, DA
Ryt I E EA AL P I R SR AR A L SR, R
ORI TR T BB LE I BERR 4T

1 S

1.1 SRR R FEE X F

Wistar LKW A 4E@AIEA R 293A 4
MRS 8% (577 ; DMEM ., DMEM/F12 435
e BRI B Hyclone 23w 5 BRHIME PN VIS |
DNA M0 A % H EAEYABR AR Bk
B, B DSORGB TR w5 1YE R
DIFE R AE YRR BR A w58 . AR5
BN S B B AR e A R A 9 e S 5 )
Pris M BAROCEER T, SES sy a2 i
5. NCPSB-20240222-17MBL,

ok P 16G BEW (PR &,
PV-6001); GAPDH (H'#24:#%, TA-08). a-actinin
(SIGAM, A7811). Aldhla2 (Abcam, ab75674).
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1.2 Aldhla2 £14< cDNA HJ# 1
EIHH TP 1 Aldhla2 ©+K cDNA 95
W, IaRlfERLE, FHESIA Kpn IR Xba I N
)W A0 Bl U002 05 . L CSTBL/6 /) KL I AY
cDNA ik 14 Aldhla2 4> K cDNA, 4444
£} 4°C 5min; 94°C45s, 55°C50s, 72°C
1 min, 30 PMEH; 72 °CIEf 10 min.
1.3 Ad-Aldhla2 EHRFHHAHILE
¥ -y mhlgifk, 5pMDIS-Ti&H:, &%
B EZSMERGITE DHSa 1, ik pRdE
v S SR UTORL , X LR TI IE A Y
JiUki 25 Kpn 11 Xba 1 ] )5 % 2 pAdTrack-CMV
kL, FEALERZ S, & RIRE RIS,
Xof BE M T A AR A T R A BN U % 5, IE AR Y
e 44 N pAdTrack-CMV-Aldhla2. {#if Pme
DR 0 2 1 A 1 22 5 7 s i AL ks
pAdeasy-1 [ RKMAHFTFE BI5S183 Bz 40,
TR E L . 2RISR R i J5 S R iR
VEITORL, FH Pac IRV % i Hh k2B IE A 2
fIJERE, 44~ pAd-Aldhla2l™,
1.4 Ad-Aldhla2 RSB RS 1
PEPFAKRE R 293A difflffh 21554
M., FREE Rk 80% 41T, Pac TEEYIZENE:
fbJEH) pAd-Aldhla2 ki LipofectAMINE 2000
N IASE Yy YL 57 AN 1k 80%I
¥ 60 mm ML AIIRIREE R B0, E-80 °C
VKA B2 37 °CoK W IS kRl 3 X, 2 000 r/min
B0 10 min, USSR IR MRIIRG R, 2 B3R
Jiik, 10 em UMK IR RS dE Y3, 5
Wi 1538 05 580 CCUKAA AT 75 F™.
1.5 BRI S SEARRmE RS
HEfs A 1-3 d B9 Wistar FLREL, BrFL A
WRITHA 2 NIEH T5% BE /N 1T
BEIRIRE,  FHBY I A7 056 = Rl 4 59 T B s
FAFH MR, RO, 8T
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Bty PBS H, SRS, BB R
JUE, KO U 5% B A I % O B RS 2 55 b
—ANMLH; R dBFL B 4 a s, I i—&5
JI. 8, BELONE, KO K e i
B il 43 250 LA M BT O B (B 1 £37% Buffer
X: 2 300 uL; Enzyme P: 62.5 uL; 37 °C/KiA
5 min; i 2 07 Buffer Y: 25 uL; Enzyme A:
12.5uL; Enzyme D: 100 uL), FHESTAIRGEFLCIE
HAUNA C Tube H1, ¥4 C Tube B T K gentle
MACS 4« H3IHA MG & b, BT RIF
37C_mr NHDK1; F2JPisfT450 5, A
A 2 ARSI DL L, . B
L, SR ZEEENGEE 2 h JFEC IR A O WL,
T, EEEA; 48 h SO ULEMAESE S RE,
TC MG 3G R 5, PUHRAR B 24 hy o 43 )k
Ad-Aldhla2 il Ad-GFP i aE(X iR), 24 h J5WER
ZRta 58 H(green flourescent protein, GFP)fH#
KTEDL, 48 h G ORI T RNA 25, 60 h /5
ISCERCE B 7 B 1 T
1.6 (LALZAAE RNA MIRBIUR REER
FERBEFEE, PBS ¥ 1 K, A 1 mL
Trizol, JREWRFTHOIAIHMENETE, 29 3-5 min
e HCE R L E T . BEIMA 200 pL =&
e, ENEETRES), FHEFHE 3 min (FHS)
JZ, 4°C. 12000 t/min Z5.0 15 min; Z50FHC T
BIA 500 L S NS, #2852 B NIETRS), Eikik
10 min fff RNA SEU1%E; 4 °C. 12 000 r/min
B0 10 ming 3 BV, A 1 mL dERIR —
Z. i (diethyl pyrocarbonate, DEPC) /K Fic. il (7]
5%, #5% FREEIRS], 4 °C. 8 500 r/min
205 ming 3+ B3, BT, A 10 uL DEPC /K
FOTV M RNA, 100 E ki . AR
PR 2 ug RNA %k cDNA, OWARZR U
F: 2 ug RNA, 2 uL 5xRT mix, DEPC 7K4ME
10 uL. M K. 37 °C 15 min; 50 °C
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5 min; 98 °C 5 min,
1.7 ERREEE PCR

DL cDNA SR 4T SE 98t 8 7 PCR,
RN RZRIE 10 uL, 7 1 uL cDNA., bk Fiff
5144 0.1 uL (10 umol/L). 5 uL 2xRT Mix.
3.8 UL H,O (5134 WL3& 1)
1.8 LAY A RAVTEE K & B RENE

FRREERAL, PBS VL 3 WIS AIEIEE =
B, I T2 1 A 1 R0 R PR il 41
HIFI 2R . it BCA I EE AW A
AR RS B A, RV E T T
VK, PR Pk B 1 B B 22 SR i — 3 A T
(polyvinylidene fluoride, PVDF), i 5%Mifg4
W1 FRERE] 1.5 h, & 0.05% BHiE 20 Y
W12 2% W (phosphate buffered saline Tween 20,
PBST)Ji5: PVDF i, Z il FHEIK 5 min, T 4°C
TR E Ptk , PBST 1EUE PVDF 53 K%,
K5 min, TEE FEAIEE —$Hi1h, PBSTIH
Uk PVDF i 3 ¥k, FlE SO T,
1.9 EdU ZpaiEsaam

Ji Ao UL P SR B 75 5 R 2L 15 5% 48 h,
JIA 10 umol/L BdU, #kKZER:3% 12 h 5478
o, FERFEE, PBS ¥t 3 ¥k, K 5 min;
4% % 5 I [ (paraformaldehyde, PFA)ZE L T
SEZRAEL 30 min, FF25 PFA; FALANA 500 pL )
2 mg/mL HZEmR, KT 5 min; FFEMA
PBS, ¥EKIFPE S min; 372 PBS I ABBRK
(%5 0.5% TritonX-100 fJ PBS)#EIRMFE 10 min,
FEBBEHF, PBS ¥k 5 min, FE PBS; A
1xApollo YAl , FEREDGIRMF T TEIRFEIK
5 30 min, FEEPOSNIM; BEAER3 K,
FRRFEIR 10 min; HEEHPE 1 K, $#K 5 min;
PBS VL 1 ¥R, 2K S min; ZGE GBS TSR,
(ARG o] (RN Y PR s VN 1R = i =
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Table 1 Primer sequences

Primer name

Sequence of primer (5'—3")

GAPDH sense
GAPDH antisense
Aldhla2 sense
Aldhla2 antisense
ANF sense

ANF antisense
BNP sense

BNP antisense
RaRb sense

RaRb antisense
Rdh10 sense
Rdh10 antisense
Crabp1 sense
Crabpl antisense
Cyp26al sense
Cyp26al antisense
B-MHC sense
B-MHC antisense

AACTCCCATTCTTCCACCTTTG
CTGTAGCCATATTCATTGTCATACCAG
ATGGGTGAGTTTGGCTTACG
GGTTCATTGGAAGGCAGAAA
ATCTGATGGATTTCAAGAACC
CTCTGAGACGGGTTGACTTC
GGAGCATTGAGTTGGCTCTC
CCAGCTCTCCGAAGTGTTTC
GGTGCGGAGAGATCATGTTT
ACTCTGTGTCTCGATGGATTG
AACACGCAGAGCAATGAGGA
CCGTTCCCAGCTTGCAGA
CGCAAGTGCAGGAGTTTACC
AGCTCTCGGGTCCAGTAAGT
AGCAGCGAAAGAAGGTGATT
AGCAGCGAAAGAAGGTGATT
GTGAAGGGCATGAGGAAGAGT
AGGCCTTCACCTTCAGCTGC

T30 ming FFEEMIEEHW, 1A a-actininBt
&, 4 °Cid#; PBSIHEPE3 K, HHK S5 min; 286
TP 37 °CIFE 1.5 h; PBS ¥E3 ¥k, 4K 5 min;
4'6- — Bk St -2- 78 omg| g (4',6-diamidino-2-
phenylindole, DAPI)J44%, % ikt 10 min,
PBS 7t 3 Ik, AR 5Smin, EHFIE A
1.10 PMRIOEFAR

/NGO R AR i 28 ke (AL ) AR BOR
BIRAFER . HASBRIT . ARt sy it
T ERE&L, RARET LRSS, =g
PLEM L. SR/, Ff AR
BRSSPI O« LT B SRR B g =, s AT
BN/ T ARG, A 3M R [ DR .
AR EE R IR S JS LA Ol I 1H
BEJm A R K, BT IR R K, RS B LA
FIFR AR, B e R AR AL, R 68 A2 et iR 5y
PKETRESZ, F 6-0 JC I 22 4k Pk 45 4L (4T 1%
g5y, MO ERERAS [, T S P g, [
AT B B Ik SN, S B )= 2 A LA R
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ko BFAREAHATIMG, AT AR 3k E
Flo RIEURGTHWRE, Rk, Mg, /D
B AR I AR S5 500 F TR, 3 SR/ B H
BUETE D
111 CRA4RRaERERNE HE
W0 LA B T2 s TR,
Bk e HBEPLEE 5 AN EF A IR, A
Image-Pro Plus Gt OILANITE AR, 440
Z /D511 100 A4
112 %itEah
AWFFEEE U Xt sFon, S5
% Graphpad #4751 2750 M1 . B A TAR B X
tR g, n>3, P<0.05 hZERHEAGIE L,

2 BER540

2.1 DAUVETEARED RO AR A Aldhla2
TIEKFEHE

W B R P A e R 30 ik 4 LR ) 2 7O OLAE
SRR F AL /N A O E LSRR L, 32U B
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HCERY RNA, S S cDNA J5,  FILH Lt

B3 ik PCR K I e L 05 10 G 190 S ) . 8 )
ANF (atrial natriuretic factor)lk &% Aldhla2 [ % ol * S or T
BB, SETEARGNEMEL, DENROE  § L <,

FBPIL 2 M TR BT BT 84658 § | g

4.98 (Il 1), $% Aldhla2 ATREFECBER R F s 2

R EINRE. N =,

22 SEE Aldhla? BRFEHENEER SHAM SHAME Ml
RENERELEE 1 Aldhla2 & ANF mRNA Fik7K 2O

BT AR Sk S Aldhla2 mys ROBELAHAS  n=3, SHAM HERT AR,
B, HCFIHCME cDNA B BN A B MW OHUESELL, * P<0.05

F/NJ 1556 bp 9 Aldhla2 4K cDNA ([ Figure 1 Aldhla2 and ANF were increased in
hearts of mice with myocardial infarction. n=3,
2A), % PCR W V) [l 5 5 pMD18-T SHAM is the SHAM surgery group, MI is the
FARSEATI T . i Kpn TFT Xba EE@JUHIJT“IE myocardial infarction surgery group,* P<0.05.
A

23 130
9416
6 557
4361

3%

bp M 1 bp M 1 Ad-GFP Ad-Aldhla2
Ad-GFP Ad-Aldhla2

b2
n

[oAd-GFP
GAPDH

0tmAd-Aldhla2 ¥
= ****
Aldhla2 o= | 62 kDa )

Ad-GFP Ad-Aldhla2
GAPDH | -~ [37kD - ‘@'0 \x b“
: { a ¢ & O“} v

P

El2 FREAdhIa2 RHFESNEEMETE  A: Aldhla2 K cDNA B¥ 11 Ad-Aldhla2 ff55 55
WIRMEFI 2. B, O AN FR RS 056 E 1 GFP fEBLAAS . R =100 um. C: RT-PCR &M
J BT 252 K I L4 BB e Ad-Aldhla2 f5 Aldhla2 mRNA FI%E R FBHEH. D: S50 E &
PCR #:3l.0> JL40 il RARb, Rdh10. Crabpl Fil Cyp26al #ik1E M n=3; * P<0.05; **** P<0.000 1.

Figure 2 Packaging and identification of adenovirus overexpressing Aldhla2 gene. A: Amplification of
Aldhla2 full-length ¢cDNA and enzyme digestion identification of Ad-Aldhla2 adenovirus vector. B:
Detection of green fluorescent protein (GFP) expression in cardiomyocytes infected with adenovirus. Scale
bar=100 pm. C: Detection of Aldhla2 mRNA and protein expression levels in cardiomyocytes by RT-PCR
and western blotting. D: Real-time PCR analyses of RARb, Rdh10, Crabpl and Cyp26al mRNA levels in
cardiomyocytes. n=3; * P<0.05; **** P<(.000 1.
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WY B OkL, YD E E A 43 A0 E DD Y
pAdTrack-CMV Jitfi i, 15247 A Aldhla2 /)i
#i pAdTrack- Aldhla2. %k 2 Pme IE—#
L E, HAESARNES 3 ER
pAdeasy-1 fit 5 20852 40 BIS183 H kA TIA]
IR, R Pac IRGY) % ik & A= IE B &
MR BRL, MEFYIE IR /NR 4.5 kb BYRES
P AN, £ pAd-Aldhla2 &4 RN #E4
IRRIEE T (E 2A) 2, 5@ o & EE
YL RS B AR R ) AL G e Y & 293A 4
JL PR T BE A LR S

FUR FE AN EE Ad-Aldhla2 JEYLFL KR
JEACOWLANAE, 24 h S EDEE BT TR,
kfﬂif’“fpﬁaFE’J Co JULEIH 6 B i 1) 2 3k & €6, 58
JEE (K 2B), dE— LR IPURG, H%ﬁaluﬂﬂéﬁil
fif RNA &EE s o3 R SE 9
PCR &%Eﬁﬂ]ﬂ%@ﬁcﬁ Aldhla2 ik’ ha/ﬂ
T 4t H R A 5 I A O 43 1 R G5 1 0 AT A
W, HEYE Ad-GFP () X} BE 4L A0 e, R
Ad-Aldhla2 J96 5 090 LA Aldhla2 i
mRNA K25 [ Rk AKCE B 5 (8 20),

— R T Gk R A5 53 A O o TR AR

K, RBSXAMIE, Aldhla2 i %iARE R
F LY RS 5@ B /T RARD (1.24 %)
Rdh10 (1.81 %)% Crabpl (1.99 f%) 335, Mk
W TR RA M4l P450 BRI+
Cyp26al (‘T 9%)RIiEAKN-(E 2D), DI E45R
KW, ScPlat ik Aldhla2 i Ad-Aldhla2 FAHARE
SRR AL, AENESEPUAE AT O LN P 1 2
ik Aldhla2 F s 4E H R s 5
23 DLAL#MEAERIE Aldhla2 50014
BB XE KX

Ji RGO LA 48 b s, ARG LA
fudE S PEPUIA a-actinin ﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬁ)@'ﬁ 7, I
BF X Yt gl SR AT 10 UL A 2 T AR A4 R
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Giitabr. R ER, H5EYE Ad-GFP X
ZH[(103.36+5.21) um*JAH H, 35 Aldhla2 i
O LA A R~ B S 16 [(204.5148.12) um?] (]
3A. 3B), #2/8 Aldhla2 it %3k AlRES L k.0
JULZ0 AL AE G A RO LA TR o o B O L AES T
P FERIER T 0N RS R Ah, st
Bifi 3 o R R A SR DR 80 o R, 4R L
YIHEAY RNA, FIFHSEHIZEE & PCR X4
HE R ARG FE R 4 ANF, BNP K SMHC [k
KO FEAF I (D 3B) . 45 R BoR, g
Ad-GFP WZHfIAH L, JE&He Ad-Aldhla2 B0 UL
RPN ANF 19235 7K TR 6.59 1%, BNP FHi
1.67 %, FMHCTHRE 7.99 %, #F—UFsE Tk
Hhid ik Aldhla2 2.0 WL B IE R A= K i
S B O LR JE
24 UAVHREAE
‘mpEIEsE

FIH Ad-Aldhla2 Jdp a5 e A0 LA
Mif5 4T EdU B ASLE, A 5K Ad-GFP
X BEZELO LA AR B, Ad-Aldhla2 JE&Y 5 )
O LA BEAU 48 A BHYE(S 5 190 LA A HE 431 7
m(E 4A . 4B). iE— 20X 2 M WA O 4y
Ccnd2 #i1 Bubl i) mRNA Fik ARG, &
PLIX 2 4 F7E Aldnla2 i 2 35 1.0 LA i PN 32
RS TR 2.75 6581 1.47 1%, #2758 Aldhla2
i KB SR IR UL IS 5E (K] 4C. 4D).

3 WibE4£&#®

O JUUAE B2 J2 O A A B A B A IR 2SR
N T YA IR B T K AR 3 P R
JUURE JBE AT 23 Shy A= B 0 B IS, AL [m) A
SO AR UARBRIE R, A 2 TR g AT JSE L
AT AR TR A ARRAE™T A4 R AR JRE 0 I 1) R
FFIE W SOl e S RERE 9, o Iw] Jo 21 4k Ak 2l A0 i
SETS, AR NGTI5E0, i B ILIE

FFiX Aldhla2 {2#0AL
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A B madcrp © D E
Ad-GFP Ad-Aldhla2  _ M Ad-Aldhla2 %
5 NE 250 - R 5]0_ % 20F % %10 G
S = 200 = 8 sl S 8
£ g 3 5 oy
2 5 150 5 6 ° 5 6
= O ?:0 5020 O
3 & 100 54 g 5
= = L
= Z 50 ; 2 =15 S 2
= = [= ° el
2 &0 =0 = 0.0 S 0

3 LAAEMERIE Aldnla2 (RO RER A SRS LR S DU o-
LS F R FRIA RO, AR R=50 um. B: LA 5] Ad-GFP Hil Ad-Aldhla2 J& O LA i 2 1 A
gEit. C-E: SEMHEE i PCR A IN.CJLAN /L ANF . BNP Al f-MHC )R 15 O

Figure 3  Overexpression of Aldhla2 in cardiomyocytes increased the hypertrophic growth of
cardiomyocytes. A: Representative immunofluorescence images of cardiomyocytes stained for a-actinin
(red) and GFP (green). Scale bar=50 um. B: Quantification of cell surface areas of cardiomyocyte. n=4, ***

P<0.001. C-E: Real-time PCR analyses of ANF, BNP and #MHC mRNA levels in cardiomyocytes. n=4; *
P<0.05; ** P<0.01.

A B C D
[0 Ad-GFP

Ad-GFP Ad-Aldhla2 20 - Ad-Aldhla2 gy 4r 20 -
z < < i 3 .
= S 15k O 3r Q15
= 2 s ks
=) [¥] | Q
g S 10+ &2 @ 1.0
2 s = £
R St S I S5 0st
5 S 3

0 0 0.0

B4 OHLHMRERIE Aldhla2 (B3O RLAREIETE A R 2RI ILAN 4 5
M EAU 81500, 2000 EAU (S S, 48 o-actinin
100 pm. B: EdU Ao WILAR AR & S0 LA B 5 L 491 i) e 1145
WL LA Cend2 1 Bubl (A TE L. ** P<0.01; *P<0.05

Figure 4 Overexpression of Aldhla?2 in cardiomyocytes induced proliferation of cardiomyocytes. A:
Representative immunofluorescence images of cardiomyocytes stained for EdU (red) and a-actinin (green).
Scale bar=100 pm. B: Quantification of proportion of EdU positive cardiomyocytes to total number of
cardiomyocytes, *P<0.05; C—D: Real-time PCR analyses of Ccnd2 and Bubl mRNA levels in
cardiomyocytes, n=3, ** P<0.01; * P<0.05.
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