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1956 PEKING INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC: VIRUS
ISOLATION AND ANTIGENIC ANALYSIS

Lianc Yunc-keEN and Tane FEI-FAN

Nationul Vaccine and Serum Institute, Peking

During an outbreak of influenza in Peking, January 1956, 7 strains of
influenza virus out of 11 throat washings of patients were isolated.in chick
embryes. Most of the specimens had been put away in the refrigerator at
4°G. . for 7 days and 1 for 84 days but still yielded positive result All of
the 7 strains recovered were found to be A-prime virus serologlcally ‘One
gtrain (56—1) was sub;ected to antigenic analysis by hemoagglutination-
inhibition test against the acute and convalescent sera of 10 patients collected
during the epidemic and it was disclosed that there was a definite rise of
56—1 and the standard FM1 antibodies in the convalescent sera but the rise
was greater for the latter than the former. The result of hemoagglutination-
inhibition with chicken immune sera prepared against PR8, Lee, FMI, 1233,
one strain each for the years of 1953, 1954 and 1955 and 4 strains recovered
in 1956, revealed that there seemed- to be a gradual changing of the strains
in the ant1gemc pattern away from FM1 as the years advanced. One of
the wvirus strains isolated in 1056 was mzcrographed under an electron
microscope with a result that both the corpuscular and filamentous forms
were shown. A study of 2 strains of the virus isolated in March 1956 in
Kaiifeng, Honan, gave rise to identical result as those isolated in' Peking.
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