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STUDIES OF EPIDEMIC ENCEPHALITIS

II. RESULTS OF COMPLEMENT FIXATION TEST WITH BENZENE-
EXTRACTED ENCEPHALITIS ANTIGENS ON HUMAN BEINGS
AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS IN PEKING

Cuanc Narcu'u

Department of Bacteriology and Immunology, Chinese Union Medical Ca‘Hege, Peking

The complement fixation tests with benzenc-extracted antigens of epidemic' B type encephalitis,
St. Louis -encephalitis and Western equine encephalomyelitis were performed upon the sera
of 89 cases of suspected encephalitis, 137 cases of non-encephalitis patients, 157 “normal”
persons and 544 domestic animals, Of these specimens, the positive reactions {=>1:4) were
172 for epidemic B type encephalitis, 38 for St, Louis encephalitis and 9 for Western equine
encephalomyelitis. The results indicate that the encephalitis in Peking is chiefly of epidemic B
type. The possible existence of Western equine encephalomyelitis was briefly discussed.

Serial examinations of blood specimens, taken from 5 encephalitis patients revealed that the
specific complementfixing antibodics had not reached their maximum titers until the second
month of the illness. A decrease in titer was commonly seen from the third month on and
practically no antibody could be detected at the end of a year.

The complement fixation test, performed simmultaneously for a comparative study of the
serums and cerebral spinal fluids of encephalitis patients revealed that the specific antibodies were

in gencral bigher in the serums,
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