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THE EFFICIENCY OF SECOND-TIME EXTRACTED JAPANESE
B ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS ANTIGEN (CASAL’S ACETONE-
ETHER EXTRACTED METHOD)

Yen Yunc-kar and Lo Jur-msian
Department of Microbiology, Chungshan Medical College

For extensive survey to determine the distribution of Japanese B encephalitis infection, ample
supply of specific complement fixation antigen is essential. For increasing its yield, to the
acetone—cther extracted (after Casal’s methed) mouse-brain residue, three times the weight of the
residue of physiclogical saline was added. The mixture was thoroughly shaken and left in ice-
box at 4°C. overnight. It was then centrifuged at 10,000 r.p.m.; from the supernatant fluid the
“second-time extracted” virus antigen was obtained. The latter has proved to be equally efficient
when it was compared with the antigen prepared by the classical method. No anticomplementary
propertics were encountered. In this way, for more than one year, we have been able to double
our antigen production with practically the same previous cost, and the products have been
found to be highly satisfactory. :
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