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THE FREQUENCY OF RECOVERING RICKETTSIA ORIENTALIS
FROM DIFFERENT ORGANS OF INFECTED ANIMALS

Y& EN-siau and Lin SHIH-CHING
Fukien Headlth Station, Fukicen
( AmsTRACT)

In the course of studying the distribution of Rickettsia orientalis in different organs of
infected animals the authors found thar the kidneys in both experimentally and paturally in-
fected apimals gave the highest percentage of positives. The brains and spleens, preveously
considered as the .only organs suitable for the isolation of rickettsia, produced much inferior
positive results.

It is therefore proposed that, for the purpose of isolating rickettsia orientalis from sus
pected animals, kidneys should be included in the material for isolation in addition to the
widely used brain, liver and spleen.
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