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ISOLATION OF JAPANESE TYPE B ENCEPHALITIS
VIRUS FROM MOSQUITOES

Wer Wen-piN, L1 CHien, CHane Tsonerao, Sun Tao

Virus and Medical Entomology Laboratories, National Sevurn and Vaccine Institute, Daiven

1. Just prior to an outbreak of Japanesc B encephalitis in Dairen, a strain of virus
was isolated from a pool of Culex trtaemorhynchus mosquitoes collected in a cow shed
in Dairen. Another strain of virus was isolated from a pool of Culex pipiens var. pallens
collected in a human dwelling situated in the neighbourhood of the cow shed durnig the
middle of the epidemic. Both virus strains were identified as Japanese B encephalitis

virus by complement fixation and neutralization tests.

2. 'The time in which the Japanese B encephalitis virus strains were isolated from
mosquitocs coincided with the height of seasonal distribution of the mosquitoes in Dairen.
These findings had an important bearing on the epidemiology of Japanese B encephalitis
in this part of China. The rble that Culex iritaeniorhynchus and Culex pipiens var.
pallens might play in disserminaung Japanese B encephalins virus among animals and

human beings was elucidated.
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