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A PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON MALAYAN FILARIASIS
IN THE VICINITY OF WUCHANG, HUPEH PROVINCE

Lu S. Y.

Deportmeni of Parasitology, Chungnan Tungehi Medical College, Tlankow

From the resuls of an investigation made into the nature ol filariasis in the vicinty of
Wuchanyg, the Capital of Hupeh Province, it revealed that the infection which is highly
endeniic in the region surveyed is caused by Wachereria malayr.  Out ol 672 persons
examined, there were 203 found 1o harbour microfilariae in their blood, making an
infection rate of 30.2 per cent. Tt would e even higher as up to 53.4 per cent. should 156
persons whose hlood examinations were negative for microfilarize but all of them had
typical symptoms of hlariasis be added 1o the 203 with positive findings. With no exception,
all the microfilariac obscrved in the 203 persons were those of W. malaye, although two
cases of Bancroftian inlection have been encountered by the writer in the ¢ty of Wuchang.
The number of M{. malayi come across in the 20 conm, of blood varied from | ro 585. The
youngest with positive blood finding was cighteen months old while the oldes:, 67 years of
age. The youngest who had attacks of Iymphangitis of flaria origin was T years old
while the voungest age with elephantiasis was nine years. In individual families 1ore than
half of the members were found suffering from the disease.

In regard to the vectors of Malayan filaria as well as to the treatment of the discase,

further publication will appear in the near future.
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