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THE EFFECT OF CAFFEINE AND SODIUM BROMIDE ON
THE ANTIBODY PRODUCTION IN RABBITS

Crene CHENG-CHUAN

Departsnent of Bacteriolugy, Shansi Medical College, Taiynan

Since Besredka first reported the inhibiting cffect of narcotics on the production of anti-
body, little attention has been paid to this important phase of immunolegy, However, with
the application of Pavlovian physiological principles to the study of immunity, a number
of Soviet scientists have recently reported on the effect of various types of inhibiting
medication on antibody production and evidence of neurogenic stimulation of antibody
response. The present experiments were planned to show the effect of an inhibiting
drug, sodium bromide, and of a mildly stimulating drug, caffeine, on the production
of hemolysin and precipitin in rabbits. Groups of rabbits were each given the above
medication immediately before the intravenous injection of the antigen, and at the
end of immunizing course, blood samples were obtained for antibody titration. Al
though the number of animals employed is small, especially in cases with precipitin
production, the results have been rather uniform. With the simultaneous use of caffeine,
highest antibody titre was reached, while with bromide, the lowest. The contrel animals
remained in the middle. Further studies will have to be made to substantiate these
preliminary findings with better enviromental conditions in order to obtzin even more

consistent results,
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