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IODINE AS A DISINFECTANT FOR B. ANTHRACIS

Cuen, H. T. and Z1a, 5. H.

Deparement of Bacteriology and Immunclogy, Chinese Union Medical College, Peking

Iodine, mercuric bichloride and potassium permangapate solutions of various
concentrations have been studied as to their relative activity on the vegetative forms
and spores of 10 strains of freshly isolated fully virulent B. anthracis. It was found that
while mercuric chloride possessed highest and potassium permanganate, lowest activity
in inactivating the vegetative forms of B. anthracis after 30 minutes of exposure, thar
activity on the spores were 8 to 16 times less. On the other hand, iodine was found to
possess greater activity for the spores than for the vegetative forms. This fact, if con-
firmed, seems to indicate that aside from g reconsideration of theoretical problems in
connection with resistance of bacterial spores to chemical agents, iodine may be usefully
employed in laboratories for the practical disinfection of those materials not easily
treated by heat,
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