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LOBULAR PNEUMONIAS FOLLOWING EPIDEMIC

INFLUENZA AND MEASLES-A PRELIMINARY REPORT
OF PATHOLOGICAL STUDY OF 54 CASES

Liv Y.
Department of Pathology, Ching Union Medical College

1. Based upon the study of the 54 cases of pneumonia following influenza and
measles in infants and children, it is concluded that pneumonia is responsible for their
death and that the pneumonia in an integral part of influenza or measles infections,
caused by the respective viruses. The scoondar:l( invasion of bacteria in these cases increases
the complexity of the pathological changes and the mortality of the patient,

2. The morphological changes observed in these material are in agreement with
those already described in the literature. An integral study of these morphological
characterestics seems to support the idea that during the epidemic the pneumonic changes
are probably the response of lung tissue to the presence of viruses.

3. Morphologically, it is defficule to distinguish lung leisons, both macroscopically
and microscopically between pncumonias following influenza and measles. However,
at the prodromal stage of the measles as frequently emphasized in the literature, the
finding of giant cells and inclusion bodies might be helpful. We arc in agreement with
the view of Anderson, that the giamt cells represents probably the hyperplasia of lung
alveolar epithelium in a response to the stimulation of the virus.

4. In 38 out of the 54 cases the occurrence of various gradation of squamous
metaplasia from the trachea to the terminal bronchioles, in some extending even to
the alveolar tissue with the formation of pearls accompanied by skin keratoses, would
seem to indicate the presence of various degrees of vitamin A deficiency. The lack of
adequate vitamin A supply would lower the general body resistance to infection, thereby
increase the mortality of rate of these diseases. The view held by Winternitz that the
sbnormal presence of group of squamous epitheliom in lung tissue representing a
possible etiological relationship between influenza and lung cancer should be accepted

with caution,
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