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TUBERCULIN CONVERSION RATE AFTER ORAL
ADMINISTRATION OF BCG VACCINE
Cuen C. .

National Vaccine and Serum Instituie, Peking

K’an K. C, Tsar J. S. and Lee Y. K.

Municibal  Anki-Tuberculosis Commission, Peling

1063 new-born babies divided into twe groups were given BCG vaccine by oral
administration and tested by tuberculin test 14 weeks afterwards. ‘The first group consist-
ing of 164 babies were given 150 mg. of BGG in three equally divided doses on the 3rd,
Sth and 7th days after their birth. The second group of 899 babies were similarly
vaceinated but with only 30 mg. of the vaccine. The vaccine was administered in three
different ways: 1) the vaccine was diluted with 15 ml of milk or water for each
administration; 2) the vaccine was dropped into the mouth of the baby and washed down
with 4 ml, of water; and 3) the vaccine was dropped into the mouth of the baby and
followed by washing with water until the vaccine was no longer visible. Fourteen weeks
after the oral administration, each baby was subjected to tuberculin test with 10 T.U.
given intracutancously and the reaction read on the third day after the test. The
first group showed a conversion rate of 94.96%, and the second group revealed 71.19%.
There was no noticeable difference in the three different ways of administration. Since
the oral administration of BCG vaccine is simple and effective, it is recommended
particularly for use in rural districts.
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