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role in the metabolic activities of organisms. As a monocarboxylate transporter, MpMch2 is
mainly responsible for the transmembrane transport of monocarboxylates and the maintenance
of glucose metabolism balance. [Objective] To analyze the functions of MpMch2 in Monascus
purpureus. [Methods] The MpMch2 in M. purpureus Mp-21 was replaced with the hygromycin
gene by homologous recombination to construct the deletion strain AMpMch2. The colony and
cell morphology of Mp-21 and AMpMch2 on different media was observed, and the yield of
monascus pigment, y-aminobutyric acid, conidia and ascospores were determined. The
expression levels of genes related to conidia and y-aminobutyric acid were determined by
RT-qPCR. [Results] There was no significant difference in the colony morphology between the
wild type and AMpMch2 on different media. After knockout of MpMch2, the yields of conidia,
ascospores, Monascus pigments, and y-aminobutyric acid decreased, and the expression levels
of related genes were down-regulated. [Conclusion] MpMch2 positively regulated the
development of conidia and ascospores and the production of Monascus pigments and

y-aminobutyric acid.

Keywords: Monascus purpureus, MpMch2; conidia; secondary metabolism
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(Aspergillus oryzae) 14l 7 %% (Paecilomyces sp.)
HORMBRIRLIZE M, FERRMRIR Y i
A RACH T I ARIEEAEM . Bar, 755
AL B AR DLAH DGR SY , DRl 55 (e 21 i &
i 1 FE B MpMceh2 2 R 57 3 R S i

1 HE5x=

1.1 E#k

L ihd Mp-21 B2 ik o 4 e
o MIFRER pKOIB HWIT KA 54 W
AR 2B T BOR P G R SR FF I B 4
TAY TR BB ARAF, AT R
Y AGL-1 W B e AE D AR E B
1.2 EHE

LELIME Mp-21 S8 2440 (PDA)
BRI R IR, R TR A M B 3R
(PDB). KA AT A LB 5537 51555
SRR F BRI (CYA) B 32 (/L) - BhR — A5
20.0. FALHH 20.0. fiEEREA 3.0, LKA BRIREE
0.01, EEERRY 5.0, HEHE 30.0, BilE 18.0. 25%
HIM AR £5 306 (G25N) 3R 3 (g/L) : 7E CYA (1)
FEhib B 0.25 Tl 2 2R BUBAR (MA)B;
FeH(g/L): FEHE 20.0, K 20.0, BUE 18.0.
IM 2SR AL (M) BERR S B 22 vP I (pH 4.9)
0.8 mL, MgSO,-NaCl ¥ 20 mL, 50%N — %

10 mL, #2502 g, 1%FEEER 1 mL, 20%
RHBR LV 2.5 mL, MZEBKEMGERE
1000 mL, [RAFIETTE pH 5.5, K% E
250 mL #EFEH A, A 100 mL. 7E(FEFIRTIA
100 g/L 2-(N-NEmk) SRR AN WE 1 mL, 0.1 g/L
BRER AR 1 mL, 0.1 mol/L ZMET FFHiE
W 0.4 mL, RIS R IR 5 (Co-IM): M T
IM iS5 723, Co-IM 5 35 5k 48 26 W el 2 -
BIA 15g 37 Bl o ZE A AT A 100 g/L 2-(N-
k) Z R ANVA TR 1 mL, 0.1 g/L BilR WAk
W 1 mL, 0.lmol/L Z Mt T 7% 0.8 mL.
1.3 FZKH

519 AL DR e e A s SR AR Y R
JBe A RS W)

LA Tag DNA Polymerase. %% 587 &
(Primescript RT Master Mix), RNA $EUA &
(RNAiso Plus), TaKaRa /A F]; E[& DNA #H
177 & (Fungal DNA Kit), OMEGA 7 ] ; HotStart
2xSYBR Green qPCR Master Mix, A HEREA A
WH ARG RA A
1.4 MpMch2 EEmEMENEEZSH

DI LTI E DNA Wit . MpMch2-F/R
51 v fE MpMch2 JE 8, JARG 1Y) 5 51 L3 1,
W v 7 W PR AT G S R A R R A B A
A AT 38 E

1 18 MpMch2 EREFBRREE 3 M ERFFARSIHMFS

Table 1 The primer sequences used to amplify the MpMch2 gene and the three fragments of the knockout vector
Name Sequences (5'—3)

MpMch2-F GGGGGTTATGCCGATCTGATAAAAC

MpMch2-R GAGTAGCACTGCCACGCTTTCCATA

MpMch2-5F CGGGATCCCGACTGCTCCGATGCTGTCTAAGTAAG

MpMch2-5R GCTCCTTCAATATCATCTTCTCTCGGTCTGCCTGTGCGTTATTTTGTGGT

MpMch2-3F TAGAGTAGATGCCGACCGAACAAGAAAAAGAAGTCTCGTCAATGGTATCA

MpMch2-3R CCAAGCTTGGGCACGAGTAGCACTGCCACGCTTT

hph-F CGAGAGAAGATGATATTGAAGGAGC

hph-R TCTTGTTCGGTCGGCATCTACTCTA

P4 actamicro@im.ac.cn, 7 010-64807516
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1.5 ‘BRI AR HaE

4 NCBI H#- #2119 MpMch2 i [H ¥ 471
(MAPO00_000247), #EHGERE . T 1 000 bp
Aed b Bt o | ik 2 Rl 5V, RSk PCR
FOR, ¥ 5 TRl | 0 R A B & 3[R
3Bk, %4%% pMD-20T |, [l
JE 53K pKOIB #4;, 5197503 1. PCR
SR ZR(25 uL): DNA #4(10 pmol/L) 0.5 uL,
LA Taq DNA Polymerase (5 U/uL) 0.25 uL., dNTP
Mixture 4 pL, b FUHES[4#(10 pmol/L)45 1 pL,
10xLA PCR Buffer 2.5 uL, JC# /K 15.75 pL. PCR
RN 95°C 3 min; 95°C30s, 58°C30s,
72 °C 1.5 min, 30 ME¥F; 72 °C 10 min, Hfk
P AR LI 1o PR MpMch2 ik & 1 2%
AL ZE RIGFF I, #VE PCR Bk /5 Hkik FH
oAb, SRIBUTOR SR A AL B RAT RN . TR
PCR FiF /G PRI PH IR Ab 7, $E 3R 5 RA
f£ LB VAl b, FTLATREA 2 & 544k

PR BRATE AGL-1 —80 °CrkAs HhHL
e, TR RS A B KK IR A P EHE A K
o B BRI ARFT A2 A8 d i, ARk
TEVK FHE L IRAL . 37 °C/K | E VK E 5 min,
JIA 800 uL LB 5353, 28 °C. 160 r/min #z3%
Ki gt 3 ho B EWIR A AE 54 50 pg/mL RIRE R
(kanamyceticus, Kana)f) LB “F4 . 72 h 5, 7E
LB P EFRECR R, BT 50 pug/mL Kana
#) LB AR SR 5, 28 °C. 160 r/min 55335
W, AT PCR Bk, PRECHMERE LT, i
1R —25 5,
1.6 RIFENSWIHBRL

£ LB V- EHRECRFF I, 7Eil4E T LB
WRRE SR FIE(F 50 pg/mL Kana)ZEHE R 28 °C
160 r/min 5% 16 h, 5 000 r/min &.> 5 min J5 1
IM B FR BEAR B 2 ODgoo A 0.5, P E FE IR 1%
SR 6-8 ho HUPDA /AEK 15 d EAEA
AN D ) (OEA Y @ O R R b N N 7

SRR A 22 )5 A ER BT, A SR R
R H AT IR AR E 10° ~/mL, 75
IRAVEIRTE S HIEANH IM B ARES 7238 Lg%
F% 3d. FIH T A, KR AE SR A
50 pg/mL {145 M Kana [ PDA 5353 |, ¥
F% 7 d JEH RN . SEDE S A
50 pg/mL IR AL, XeeRuE A KN
b FBIESE 75 H bR AR
1.7 BEERFESME

BukE5% 10 d 5 8P4 RS Mp-21 FIAMpMch2,
MEFEKERFNT, K FREE 10°4/mL,
33T PDA L MA | G25N fil CYA BigR3t |,
FiF7 10 d FABOCSR VR IEAS . 738 100 uL fiFE
BRI T PDA Al L, RS 6 RICK
B RHE AR N, 55555 7 d BERBE R B0
WERF AT AR 2ZRIEAR.
1.8 FHRERNE

WA Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 il 7R &
10°4~/mL, fS#:F PDA Ve b, £53% 14d J5 H
K e B TC R ACK AT ok ok, R B4t v
P22 BRI B A E R L 3 K,
G FREATHRE.
1.9 gheaR~ENE

P55 100 uL BPA7 Mp-21 F1AMpMch2
AT A3 i e Fh 2 5 KR PDB 57 5
th, BEIEHE TR A, BUKIE 3. 6. 9. 12
15 d R, ¥l i8Is TR 22 & TR T
P8 72 h, 0 SRR 22 1 5T B 1 mL A EEVIN 9 mL
70%F0 2.1, 7E 40 °C. 200 r/min FERAEH 2 h,
KA IOEETTE 410, 470, 505 nm P A4y
FMEEAR, BOE, AaRNIOUEHE, =
A Eh I SEAN i R
1.10 y-= & T & (y aminobutyric acid,
GABA)F £ E

U GABA FrfesbsrslBea 1. 10, 25, 50,
100 mg/L bR, FRERIIES i AAAE i
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A

A3 BB A % Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 45 12 &
KW 10 mL, 5000 r/min 2.0 5 min J5 B E
W] 0.45 pum B8 MEE IEAE DI o

657 FH v RCHRORE £ 3 1S W AR R Mp-21 Al
AMpMch2 & B GABA 7= . Kol 251 i
IR NG+ —IK A CFREN(35+65) (A ), HEE(B
W), EREFE Agilent TC-C18 WAR A REFE(250 mmx
4.6 mm, 5 pum), EIMEIMER KA 436 nm,

Fff 20 L, i 1 mL/min,
1.11 RT-qPCR #&U=, GABA tHx&HX
RILE

¥ PDA ERGFF 3. 7. 11d EFAER Mp-21
FAMpMch2 T8 2253 5| I A EE )5, RNA
FEBGRAT SR E RNA, F A 00 608 RNA
Wi %15 %] cDNA, A3/ . GABA
KIEEHG Y, 51975 W3R 2. RT-qPCR J2 L
AZ (20 uL): IEJZ514(100 pmol/L)4% 0.5 uL,

%2 RT-qPCR ZLIGFRAS|49

Table 2 Primers used in RT-qPCR experiments

Primers name

Sequences (5'—3')

actin-F

actin-R

gMpMch2-F
gMpMch2-R

citrate-F

citrate-R

GAD-F

GAD-R
Glucokinase-F
Glucokinase-R
Ketoglutarate-F
Ketoglutarate-R
Malate dehydrogenase-F
Malate dehydrogenase-R
NADP-F

NADP-R

Pyruvate kinase-F
Pyruvate kinase-R
succinate-F
succinate-R
phosphofrucokinase-F
phosphofrucokinase-R
flbA-F

flbA-R

flbB-F

flbB-R

flbC-F

flbC-R

floD-F

floD-R

fIbE-F

fIbE-R

fluG-F

fluG-R

wetA-F

wetA-R

brlA-F

brlA-R

VOSA-F

VOsA-R

TCTGGCACCACACATTCTACAA
CGAAGACGATCTGGGTCATCT
GTGAGGGGGAGGGATTATTC
TTTTGTGGTTCATTGAGGGC
CGAGCACGGAAAGACTAAGAA
CACCGAACAGGACAGTGTAATA
TATGAGGAGTATCCCCAGAGTGC
TCTGGAGTAGTCCTTGCCCTC
TTCCAACCTTCATCACCTCC
CTGTGAGGAGACGGTTTGGT
GGATGTTGAGCGTGGTACTT
GCTCAGAGAAGAGTTGGAGATG
CGAGGCTAAGATCCTCGTTATC
GAAGAGACGCTTAGGGTTGTAG
GTACTACGACTTGGGCATTGA
CTTGACACCGACACCATACTT
GATACGTCCCTTCCTGTTTACTC
GAATGCCACTGCAACTTCATC
TTCTCCTCACCTCACCATCTA
GGTAGGCAATCGAGAAGAGATAC
TACTTGCGTAGTGTATGTGG
CGTCGTCGTGTTTTTGTGGT
GGTTCTCCCAATCCAATCGC
CCATTCCTCTGGCAGAAACG
CTTCGAGGCAGAATTGGAGC
ACGTGGTCTGAGGAGGAAAG
TCTGCTCACTCCTCTGCTTC
CTTGGTGGACGTGGTAGAGT
CATTACCATCCCCGGCCTAT
GCATATCGGAATAGCGCTGG
TCATCAGGAGCAAGGGTACG
TACCGTCACCATCTTCGCTT
GGATGATCTGCTGGCTGTTG
CTGTGAACTGAACCGTGCAA
ACTCTGAGGCGTGGACTGAG
CCGTCTGTTGACTGGGAATA
CAGGGTGGCGTGAAGTAG
TCTGGCGATTGTTGTAGGA
CCAGACACCACCATTGCT
TCAGCAAAAGAGAAAGGC
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2xSYBR Green qPCR Master Mix 10.0 uL., DNA
0.8 uL, ROX 0.4 pL, Nuclease-free Water
7.8 pL.RT-qPCR 2 R WA, 55444 1 95 °C
2min; 95°C 155, 60°C 40s, 40 MEH, FH
Rk L actin fE NS, 27 C LA
Fikdt,

2 BRS04

2.1 MpMch2 EF =k

LA Mp-21 DNA Atk , R 1 FoR5195w
P AL %A Mp-21 H() MpMch2 ZE[H , PCR 2
NI AE SRR HEE S LUK TR AT LA 2II4E 2 000 bp
BRHE (37 B A T I A (B 1o K 255 B0 e (o]
W5 AR AR R A PR A BR A /1IN
153 MpMch2 ZEHF51, KEEh 1 884 bp.
2.2 MpMch2 EHEMMERZEDH

F£ NCBI X} 2 (1A RSP A5 Rt eh, &
M JE T & AL 2 F B K K (major facilitator
superfamily, MFS) #5281, KIKNEHYIRE
FEE PP Z RN, SRl | BRI

2 1

Marker bp

MpMch2 1 884 bp — 2000

1 000
750
500
250
100

1 MpMch2 EFE ¥ 185k E

Figure 1 Electrophoresis diagram of the
amplification of the MpMch2 gene. Lane 1-2:
MpMch2 gene.

BEE | E LR FIIRZS | 2455 2 4o 20 i Jo = PN R
M5z . R A B SRR N HL i A7 53
Mr, SR,
221 BMRT

MpMch2 3 [Al JF i %) 132 #E (open reading
frame, ORF)K-JE 1 374 bp, MTtHII% 458 oKt
FRERIE, 4yl 47274.69, FRESFHE M S.S,
ETW‘@%EE ) %%ﬁj‘,j C2177H3385N5450578826 s
JEF BN 6 711, 1 458 MRS, A
0 Hfaf () 2 SE TR AR SL R 20, Y IE FLAT I 2
TR EBCR N 25, MpMch2 HEARATAE R
$oh 393, ETREEAR, FEIETFIIN N
Kiie M (Met)o fliit2F3E]: 30 h (HEL3M
SUZTANME, 1R4h). >20 h (BERE, {KN). >10 h
(CKIGFFE, KN, el RE0Ch 113.83, S-F
¥IEKPER 0.702,
222 FEKMET

G5 WIR 11 E R A Fe /N ROK R -2.444,
432 (R IERA e KBKIMEN 3.156, NEKE
H, WK 2 Bros . 1245 8 5 ProtParam 45 5 —34,
AfEHER.
2.2.3 BRI TN

mE 3 FiR, 1-43, 122-127. 181-184,

ProtScale output for user_sequence

4 Hydropath. / Kyte & Doolittle ——
31 - I I
i fi ] |
2 ‘I |i| I""‘n lJ" 1 JIV‘I | Ih|I I”' |
: ‘ i \ | “ U‘«‘ | I I i‘1. 1 l‘q . “Ir.r [
2 U MI'IM ‘!'\ r |\ | 'Wl'i (.jl‘ Hﬂ ’\W ) M' M‘}H "l‘m
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URAANS O T '
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Position

2 MpMch2 & B F/FK TN EER
Figure 2 Hydrophilicity and hydrophobicity
prediction of MpMch2 protein.
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240-262, 348351, 436-436 aa MM XL,
67-98. 148—157. 208-216. 286-327. 375-417 aa
JMIAMX B, 44—-66.99—-121,128-147,158—180,
185-207.217-239.217-239,263-285,328-347 ,
352-347., 418-435 aa WIS, A 11 M5
BRI IR TR IR e i & 11 8 TS it is &,
YEN—FRIRE A, B RSH R Z mEdT & 1)
PSR T, SRR 0 4R R R A AR I
iy AN, Wl as R S E e —2.
224 THBEEN. FSBK. BERMLALS TN

fdi | PSORT 11 4%} MpMch2 2 [ 8171
21 OV VA TR IS O TV YA 0 AN 10 L IR
N(ANES = AL NN 1 O 7SN = N S NG O 7 87 71 P
60.9%. 17.4%. 8.7%. 4.3%. 4.3%. 4.3%. fi
T 40 B (AR SR B R, TR 45 R 5 FRR R i i B
8 T 85 IR I AHAT

fdi 1] SignalP 5.0 %t MpMch2 & 14745
SRREUI 45 R BORAETE AR 5 KA AT RE M
0.002 3, MK 4 HATLIFER], SEFES YA,
J& T W 1 T BEMERCAIG i R 1 B
FEANR YA B, 2 i S A i A AR FH B 2R A
JT, BIANMEEE RS I . B AR . HORIR s R
PR — s, BRANE TaWEN, X

52 AR
1.2
S | | W f i .
1.0 , R
208 | |
£ 0.6 \ 0 i
£ \|
£ 04 !
02} it ‘ |
0.0 " i ‘II“ ‘1 Ii
50 100 150 200 25() 300 350 400
Transmembrane — Inside Qutside
3 MpMch2 ZEHEREE Mg T

Figure 3 The transmembrane domain of prediction
MpMch2 protein.
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SignalP 5.0 prediction (Eukarya): sequence
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Z04
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S
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Protein sequence

E 4 MpMch2 ZRILES AT
Figure 4  Prediction of sub-signal peptide of
MpMch?2 protein.

i F NetPhos X MpMch2 & FH#E1 T#ER Ik
B i, 2550 5 BoR, 2RI N
&%, BOEZE 401, IRAMRBERRILNL A 18 1,
B RRBEIRIL AL 14 1> 2R . AR . W
LR BRIV E P2 — Al i 8 B A
HEM MpMch2 H H eIz i F b e 1
ATP JKf#EEHIVE] . ATP BOK it In B — A BEIR
M5 MpMch2 S5, @t Ll b 3 Fhad 5L
B AL SECE MR A2, Siskmr i
WA SF Y it , S BRRIRER W s ez .
2.3 MpMch2 &fFRER R I FIRBREE 1L
FHITFIREE

PR E AR . E oy MpMch2
SR B 5 A 3 [ VRV R e 3R R IR B

WL 6A, 34 Jr BUEH R KA 3 557 bp, FHA%

NetPhos 3.1a: predicted phosphorylation sites in sequence
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o
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Sequence position

—_—
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0 5()

E 5 MpMch2 & BB TUN
Figure 5 Prediction of phosphorylation sites of
MpMch2 protein.
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2 1 Marker bp

Marker bp

6 MpMch2 B ARNMBMBREEILTFINIE A MpMch2 JER FiBR £ B: AMpMch2 RREIEZE
Figure 6 Construction of MpMch2 knockout vector and verification of knockout transformants. A: MpMch2
gene knockout box. Lane 1-2: MpMch2 gene knockout box. B: Verification result of knockout strains. Mp-21:
Primer amplified fragment in Mp-21 strain; T-DNA: The knockout box was randomly inserted into the primer
amplification fragment in the strain; AMpMch2: Primer amplification fragments in knockout strains.

Hi%EHZ pKO1B BURE 5 AL KRG AT AAT
HFRFEL, PREGREFE M B =PI B RRE
AR BFA - HEA TR , TRTES 1908 MpMch2-5F
MpMch2-3R, HARKES 2 619 bp, fIHHEA
MpMch2 SE DK 4 S2AE , e 45 5 DL IR 6.
RATHE AN SR 2 Figh R, — R 2R ey
MpMch2 %Az [FE B 2H , i a5 3 JE PR e 5 ik 2
20 N MpMch2, 55 —F Pl A BEHLAE A, i
& 6B s, BFAER Mp-21 Hh HA— P&, K
FEHR 2619bp, KA T REHLAGH AR, B TR
A 2619 bp 5547, A RBREIZH 3 557 bp. 1M
AT REEE A A RS R ZH P A —> 3 557 bp
AR B

¥ Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 B #k 5 5I7E PDA 1
FeH EREE 3. 7. 11 d, $2HU RNA J5ii% N
cDNA, X 2 B kN MpMch2 JE R EA 7R
ZERLRW], fEAMpMch2 Y 3. 7. 11 d, 3 M
AR TEEAGI . MpMch2 JERIf ek, Wi 7
B, U0 MpMch2 € 8% B L .
2.4 IEFIFEN
24.1 HEAEEFELEEESNE

ME 8 FaJLIE HTE PDA. MA. CYA

M b, BFAER Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 (1) B V& T2 25
WK/ NTC B 225, AREFETHB 2R, &
MAMpMch2 7£ CYA 35373 I TR V& B (o 4 B 1
% Mp-21 8. 7E G25N ¥4 |, AMpMch2 (%)
ARKGERE T Mp-21 B, WETEATCH 8255
242 BEEEMESNE

F 574 7 Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 435115555 7 d
J& , TR T WSS & 43 A - RT3 i )
WEASTHEZRE 9. X5 2 PHKE
PDA 375 L& L& OB i 22 S i 45 R —
. PEPIES MpMch2 RERINp AT, T8
. WLILATCREM .,

—
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mm Mp-21
mm AMpMch?2

3d 7d

11d

7 RT-qPCR #MUE4 A Mp-21 F1AMpMch2
i MpMch2 EERIEE

Figure 7 The expression of MpMch2 gene in wild type
Mp-21 and AMpMch2 was detected by RT-qPCR.
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Figure 8 The colony morphology of wild type Mp-21
and AMpMch2 on PDA, MA, CYA, and G25N media.
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Figure 9 Microscopic structure of wild type Mp-21
and AMpMch2 strain. Co: conidium; Cl: Cleistothecium.

B Mp-21
B AMpMch2

20

Spore number (%10%mL)

—
(=1

0

Conidispore Ascospore

10 B4 F Mp-21 FIAMpMch2 FZ I LEEER
Figure 10 Comparison of spore yields of wild type
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Comparison of wild type Mp-21 and AMpMch2 strain fermentation broth during fermentation.
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Figure 12 Comparison of yellow pigment, orange pigment and red pigment production in fermentation broth

of wild type Mp-21 and AMpMch2 strain. **: P<0.01.
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Figure 13 Comparison of monascus pigments production
in wild type Mp-21 and AMpMch2 fermentation broth.
**: P<0.01.
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Figure 15 RT-qPCR was used to detect the expression of sporulation-related genes in wild type Mp-21 and

AMpMch2.
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Figure 16 RT-qPCR was used to detect the expression of GABA metabolism-related genes in wild type Mp-21

and AMpMch2.
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