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Advances in synthesis of unsaturated fatty acids in bacteria
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Abstract: Fatty acids are not only the components of cell membrane but also the raw materials
for the synthesis of bioactive molecules. Unsaturated fatty acids (UFAs) with low
phase-transition temperatures are essential molecules for bacteria to regulate cell membrane
fluidity. Therefore, the synthetic pathways of UFAs are key targets for the screening of
antibacterial agents. Bacteria can adopt the anaerobic pathway to synthesize UFAs. For
example, Escherichia coli, a model organism, synthesizes UFAs via the classic FabA-FabB
pathway. However, the anaerobic pathways for the synthesis of UFAs vary in different bacteria,
and the catalytic enzymes are also different. Bacteria can synthesize UFAs via aerobic
pathways, in which fatty acid desaturase directly converts saturated fatty acids (SFAs) into
UFAs. Different desaturases introduce double bond to form UFAs with different structures,
which play roles in stress responses, pathogenicity and other aspects. Other enzymes involved
in the synthesis of fatty acids can also participate in the synthesis of UFAs or regulation of
different UFAs. Some bacteria can use monooxygenase to convert capryl-ACP (acyl carrier
protein) in the fatty acid synthesis pathway into Cis-3-decenyl ACP to synthesize UFAs. We
comprehensively reviewed the research progress in the synthesis of UFAs in bacteria, aiming to
provide theoretical support for deciphering the mechanism of bacterial synthesis of UFAs and
developing the targeted antibacterial drugs.
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Saturated and unsaturated fatty acids synthesis in Escherichia coli.
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Figure 2 The FabA-FabB pathway for unsaturated fatty acids synthesis in Escherichia coli'*'®. A:
FabA-FabB pathway. B: Crystal structure of E. coli FabA. The active site (His7o) is shown in pink color. C:
Crystal structure of E. coli FabB. The active sites (Cysg3-Hisz95-Hiss33) are shown in pink color.
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Figure 3 The different anaerobic pathways for UFA synthesis. A: Enterococcus faecalis. B: Sreptococcus

pneumoniae. C: Aerococcus viridans.
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WP R AR L . Bi ST R B, H
I TEAF R EE N 2H R HPO773 (FabX)'5ilkR 43 25 1
o UfaA HA R (EEBR P9 — 300 31%),

4 R BE (Pseudomonas sp.) A8 B A°-Jit 1 A 45 i B 147
Figure 4 Pseudomonas sp. AMS8 A’-fatty acid desaturase model*’). A: Three transmembrane domains
(TM). B: The putative catalyticsite residues with the histidine residues.
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Mtk fabX BEAAANGEIKE RKIGAFTIE fabA %8
Rk HWS8 BYIEH A, (B bR IC S50 & B
AN RRRE A LD R AR IR (A®-C o) RIS
M(A“'CIS:I)’ i FabX M4k UFA & 1,

TERIGHTTA fabA &bk HWS rp[a] iy ik fabX
FIS S (Mbrio harveyi)sk I YRS ACP &
B (AasS)FE A, AT F) FH AR (Cy.0) FIZE R (C o0
£ K HE SFA FIl UFA (A°-Ciq Rl AY-Cig), H
WS IN A BERR (Crao) i HBEA MUK BE SFAM™, {4k
AMEPEHUER], FabX XF2EME ACP Bfifbis o4
JEETHE ACP 1 2%, MIXS 2%t CoA. C 15 ACP
A EEBE ACP AL TEPEAR 5, AT R M
F 2 (flavin mononucleotides, FMN) A4 X+,

FabX FIfEILZEIE ACP &4 i -2- 2% 4 Tk

A

0]

MS 7T>Fabx

C]u:n'ACP

0,

H,0,

ACP, F-SEMAL A B -3-28 45 Bk ACP, HE—H
B FabB i fLIE {1 A= < 5% UFA (8 5A); {HTE
PRAESAMET FabX WA MALTEE, AS(02)2E
FabX b S0 0 1 HLF 324k, 7EARVRJEE (3%)
i BN B A TG PR, FLTE R B R AR
AT S TR R R fabX SR AR K
WA, A e RA KT TE fabA J5 A BE RS
falX @Bk 22 AR fR

FabX J& F fid & 5 i %A [ (nitronate
monooxygenase, NMO)# R EH XK, &FH
363 PMEKEMRY . AhARZEH /R FabX & (PDB
ID: 7E1Q)fY N %ii(1-266 v Z &R A LA ) TIM
MR E LTS 8 1~ B FER 11 4> o 1R
Ji€), EAH 8 MBS BT E-o IR e KPS

\/\/\/=\)kS

cis-C,,.,-ACP

5 FabX KRN SERS KSR
Figure 5

The chemical reactios catalyzed by FabX'**"l. A: FabX catalyzes the dehydration and

isomerization. B: Crystal structure of FabX protein. C: Crystal structure of FabX-capryl ACP complex.
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B FMN 4845 6 4%0(1& 5B)s FMN DIAE:AH
S9VER 1456 7E FabX (& T 4%, 17 18244
Z R (His g0) ™ 2 MR F 5 FMN H 4 A F R+
BT 1F HL P R0 IR, AT A g4 Ak S L T
ZARE ST FF Hisigo RAZNRNEMRG, FabX
AL MESE e, (HAE M FMN 454 5%
FFEME; 1M Hisis, RN ARG, MY
AL PR 2, FMN 454 g 1 A AR E T
HB I R, PR Hisgso X FabX fE Pk . i A
F FMN 254 b 76 p il 2 oe g,

FabX 1/ C %#(267-363 M IR & A
[4Fe-4STHELs &1, 64> aiiefl 24~ p &
R, 4 FPEEIRIEIE(Cyssoo. Cyszos. CySsos
il CYS320)iE 1o e A7 B8 A FL{’E HIE 1 [4Fe-4S]
W, MK 4 AR 28 A8 15 | e 2 1 ks e 1k
REAR, MEfbTEPERR IR o8 4k, [HIk[4Fe-48]
Xt FabX MMEAL TGP B B E ™), 2T FabX
5 ACP FURYIZEIE ACP SAZE43HT, Zhou
SEHED FabX A fEALALEN A (1) FIHIE AR
A AKAER, FabX il o7-12 e 545 &
251k ACP YN a2 1 o3-1855¢, 15 ACP jiE
5 a2 WERTHE S R 2% Tk LA 58 /04 A %) FabX (176
PE3E T (8 5C)™*1, FabX Ff His g MlEE N°' J5i1-
AL BT B WESLAE Co o &R TR — T,
AT H 2R F FMN
Hor—ANEF/H T3 5 FMN 45442 FMN-
A4, 1 o —> AR 45 [4Fe-4S]iE . 5 It [F]
B, J-2-24Mk ACP Hhr a4y SAe A o -3-5% ik
ACP, FHEJF FabX; (2) RMWAKRFHES T
A FabX (TGP IE , 484k FMN-A: B0 A4k
Yior¥, IEHFEE TR, mEH 2 M+
PP TR 3, R A [4Fe-4S 3% Y L F
FEAZ 25 FMN A5, FMN-FRaA, FfAE s 2 A4~
ALY 5T (3) BB TR ol Ak o T R
Wk, 5 FMN M1 His g 574 it B4 A

(H,0,) W BI AN, el frh R 4E/E Y,
B F FMN Fl[4Fe-4S]1EWK K B AL, T
FabX 454 251k ACP kA B — ek *),

3 HhEgE X UFA &K ® W

3.1 3-BEBEEt ACP & RREEI

ERGF Y, 3-Hifgkt ACP & L1
(FabF) J2: i 107 BR &5 Bl i&k 12 o ot — (1 JE 0 75 3R
[, {H fabF &Rk H) SR (A" -Cis) S H T
B, MiAEARIMAR (A°-C i) & & BTt IEH] FabF
8 DA T80 T A0E A Ay S 9ok R 3 R v R G R A
AP KIAFFE FabF il USAEE S, Hop
AR PRI BT T, T R R AR A, DA 2
20 B A A TR TELEE 25 1F T it skt

BRGFF R, JERETE ] 10281 K 1 i
(R4 2 5 25 LT BEAY FabF ZE 11, AfabF Btk
A K S5 EFAE TR 2R L, H BB AR R R
(A°-Cis) S 2R B, AR R (A°-Ch6.1)
(2 ) 3 PO, G ERE P UFA &
Bl 25 55 5% il B T R TR AR, (H AfabF TR AR FEAS
A 35 F5 R T (18-42 °C), NEWiMR4H /W H i
FAAL, HY T0%MI A5 A REHR MR, UER 2
JHERE FabF 7EHYY UFA AR 43 v &k 5%
R (T
3.2 I&EBEEE ACP T RES

TEARTA FAS IHEIA N, J&fslE ACP if
JE AL R -2- G E ACP i85, 1M UFA 4 R
b SAEE S IRTE ACP R 5 e Y,
IR AEIEE ACP I8 J5 s AT Y UFA S, ZEfmek
HgniS 2 AMaIRHE ACP i 5 Fabl i1 FabK,
Afabl SRR E FRERFAEL, 1 AfabK HY UFA 7 i
EFIBN, {Hid 3k fabK £xBHIMT UFA 4R, ik
MR E SRR, 1 3RIA fabl dF#E(IL UFA
A, FEREARAERKHE R, Ktk FabK #l Fabl
AP UFA A, 1H FabK i i @ %0,
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1 T AR R e i 2 A B AT P
HMsHEME ACP iR 5§ Fabll A1 Fabl2, Hi
Fabl2 25 iR & B sk, Jf HAE Uk UFA &
B, R S AR T S R R UFA Y G
fit} . 1M Fabll FZMTT SFA A%, I J#BA
JIG U R B AN AN, T fabll 848 Bk A K 2%
8, S SZ P TR, UiRH Fabll 78 B RIIR
S8 3 N rp R A4 A ] (R R R R )
3.3 HAKEIES

PRSI, V2 A0 S iE 2 IR A& i
240 L B i D7 PR 20 3 DA AR R oK, L ol B
WElEh UFA #4062 N LEiE i B2 (cyclopropane
fatty acid, CFAVEH WALHIZ —. A CFA F2
A3 B JI-9,10-F HH EEAEARR . JI5T-9,10-F
FH 5L 5 I8 162 I - 11, 12- 310 FPY R A 8 R 2, CFA
B — B HAL(C) R IR T S-AR T B A R
(S-adenosylmethionine, SAM), T4 UFA
JES % P 2 B TN e I 7 R & B i (CFA synthase,
CfaS)ie#y, kbl &+ ik, 4T79F UFA
MR, e A B Rl

WRIR MBS T-(HCO5 )J2&: CfaS b id M fr
WA I, T B R B R W T T A o
F 5 AR AR CfaS #& A HCO, 454 %
BN S His-Tyr-Glu, H R[] CfaS #1& =M
EARZER A, CfaS MIAE A SAE S
Fa/NA N SRZSH R T K C ot
B, PGSR 2 20 SR FEERIRIE M
P 3% 45 IR (linker) A 3% , 34 42 I B3k =l 3 o A2 4
SEBHE LSS CfaS ARl BAKA B L,
KIGFFEE R IR B ClaS — S L 1H i AH B AE T
M1 C 3 B 18 )2 51 P-4 7 AH B R X T A,
M Gluses 5 Argsze; Z [BITE B0 ERAF X 1E PEH AR
WEEPY,

H1 T CFA REFaUE AN MR 4, I R 4n it
R A, PRI CFA B ok i s K B F B i 1R

<l actamicro@im.ac.cn, & 010-64807516

PEBRGT, T Acfa #KRAE pH 7.0 2 pH 3.0 FR%:
ST ARTE R A WAL B g, (BIESR
FEHRTS N CFA REIRI Acfa ORI 32 1ED, ikl
FIRREF Cfal (RSc0776)1E( pH HMFE &
f 7 i & HE AR A, CFA S 41T 1S
i SR B EAOE, S5 STRO (M. tuberculosis)
th cfaSmibR R AR AERK SH AR T E R, HEL
W 77 S R, T IR P e A B ko i A
PERGAERT ., WATTRFFTE Acfa 1A PR AN AR A
R SEPEAE 2%, T IR A1 RE ST RRAG, 7E% &
HE L RE TR T, XA R A U
ST ALY 45 S TE R R VDT ER T (Salmonel la
enterica) Acfa kRt LI, (HIEMHBRE K X
CFA J&5 B0 11 B B 52 ),
3.4 in-R ARG EL R A0 Bl
TEAERC I R, A TR T 2 OR A 20 B 1
ShtE AR o BE . H 2438 B[R] R ) (an i
JETE B, 20 M A O B o T R S g, 4
PR 2R Z R R T 4 M B AR A, ke 4
it J55 1 B I =X (cis) UFA %5 7% ok 2 X (trans)
UFAMY it = 45 ¥4 25 5 /62 i i R 4k 45 K A B
Bl T A A AN TR RN R U R FE A S 2k
RITF AR IR, HES R %, IF R AR
Tt PE, AN EE IS UFA 1 cis-trans ¥
AN T R 105 2 DA Sk 5 BRC SN, T A2 FH 20 7T )
JFi 43 8] 2 [ cis-trans 5 #) il (cis-trans isomerase,
Ctiyfifk , o E= B Y M AE I BR (A®-C 6.0) R
B (A°-Cis.) . HEAL S XU B A & 2B
2. Cti N EEH (TN 87 kDa), N ¥
B K VEAT 5 IR 90 7 J) J5 25 0] 2 A 5 VDB 5
Cti Mtz ¢ KEN, THMUARES
B, N R (Fe )7 A Ak S5 44 B iy 2o 7 e
KA APY, oti LRI E L, 40
T 38 3 R B M T 5 UFA B = - i 2 5 4 1k
IKPER
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A UFA TEG R R E iR i 2, 7E
PraiCami TS . AN Ea)E . BBk
FE T 4 MRS i b 2k 28 46 ) F v R 43 AR
R, T Cti 58 BLASTp M & B, &4
cti [RUEIEHMANEAZ(5.5%), HIRhHE 2
PEGE, R AT EEAE 3 N,
Jy {5 B i B Je8 (Pseudomonas sp.) . & J& (Vibrio
sp.) R 52 5 #u it 14 J (Pseudoal teromonas sp.),
HoAth 43 7 £ 55 A5 Ak 54 40 e )& (Nitromonas sp.)
S, TR IE R g AS Cti 8 A 40 TR
FEA A AE MG AL 5 Y IR EE, I IAEE A
FATRBESZ M cti JE PR e [6) 40 0 b o3 A i
BRI, L AR M ER B FA2-2 tLREFIH
Cti AP EN UFA (1.6%), HEIA ML
7 . KL% K (daptomycin) . EALF A1 EDTA
HBASRERZ M S AN R D R ) 7 i, T2
FRPE R H e =X UFA HAR R s 5 2R 2
g,

4 ReE5R2

T4 K FAS BRI, 5
FA YR FAS RGEA AR F2ER, Wit
FAS T8N TA k2 35 22 I B 1A 24 10 0 2o
UFA & a2 FAS TR E B4 45, H
UFA £ 3815 40 )i RS 38 20 1 55 T AT S22 A=
FRY)RE, K UFA & BGE R BIR A DS .
SR L, AHTRE UFA G AT 43 R DR AR 12 N 4
WAR, AFAHE AR —Fhg ek 2 Mhisis
A MCUFA, T EL UFA & SR DG i ) Ak R PR R
HEBRKERE ).

P2 B R K A 11 oK ] FabA-FabB 784
B UFA, Hrp FabA fifk 3-8 L5515 ACP ik
SR A M-3- 28 5 ACP, FF/E FabB LR
HWNZRBEE ACP G, mAAMKE: UFA,
SR FabA-FaB ZERURRTEVF 2 4 W T AFTE,

{RRVF 2 55 22 B 3R T AS ] 0% il 22 Ak i ok
&, WZEEKTE R FabN-FabO/FabF i&4% . Jii
REEBRA ML LB R FabZ-FabM-FabF &
. B0 SFRE R T FabQ-FabF /2%, AT
HH UFA & RABREHZHEMEGEER ). 524
], —SSHE R 2R A UFA, FI A
o A B K R NIE H (%) SFA #5745 UFA, M
T 87 240 S B ) 3 st A R R IR B R . (B
[Fi) 241 1 o e AR R A7 25 5%, 7E SFA B[]z
A BB, TR B 38 R RS P A T
RAEDIRE . T AT IR T P A L BN 4 FabX
WA FI ARSI 32k, fEf2SmE ACP ™
AR, LR LA N UFA.

#F1 ATEHEETD UFA SREZHEMRLE

Table 1 A summary of UFA synthetic pathways in
different bacteria
Pathways Bacteria References
Anaerobic pathway
FabA-FabB E. coli [13]
S melilati [21]
P. aeruginosa [22]
P. putida [23]
X. campestris pv. [24]
campestri
FabN-FabO/FabF En. faecalis [25-26]
S pneumoniae [27]
FabZ-FabM-FabF
S mutans [28]
FabQ-FabF A. viridans [29]
FabA-FabB/FabF S oneidensis [30-31]
UfaA N. gonorrhoeae [32]
Aerobic pathway
A’-Des B. subtilis [36-37]
DesA/DesB P. aeruginosa [38-40]
A. baumannii [41]
DesA S meliloti [42]
R. solanacearum [43]
A’-DesA/A'°-DesB  B. cereus [44]
A’-Des Pseudomonas sp. A8 [45]
P. putida [46]
FabX (NMO) H. pylori [48-49]
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SR — B I 1] SR IR AR AR A SALaR AR
A UFA, {H PR SR A v 56 i IR A B 28 A8 bk
SR B IR A AL, T SRR AR O B A e B
JE MR A Z R, e X ST R
R UFA TG s, TRBRESEZ
Gl AR (0B ISE 8 R B BOA
), O DN 4 4 i HL A AL TS 1 FabA il
FabB, {H fabA Fil fabB flFx E kA K 25 57,
AEIEH A BRI UFA, BB RI#k 1 FabA-FabB
A& UFA G o is .

BAR R AN G UFA A ML Bk 22 9t 3R
i, AE 2R AT RAG .. REREK
R UfaA  [R]E SR (26 DR AR RIS M DR AR B
IIZAETE, (BHZ 5 UFA & BUIHLENE & 04K
W, EAGEERE . Y . AR A R
RIUARAT T 7~ o S V0 5 8 B AT E Gt I 1 1
it [7] 9575 11 DesA, {H AfabAAdesA k4 B ik
(49 A A R I R 4 1 5 B A T Y G W 3 2
5, BRI A HAh UFA & LA
WF5E. RHE R I B T BRI Des I8 fR A&
UFA & e, HOCHE S iU AR A%

T UFA J2 21 P 243 40 M B E 3 2 B
Ay, TS [A)20 B H A Ak UFA A B G S
BB ZMEE, AR S Bk B v 24 ) i 22k 11
b, FEBUR 2T R AT B T, B
KARFEAAE F A B, DL UFA A BUR &gtz
SEER N FabA MHEFR, CREA LM IEHF 3-2%
I 55 -N- e BB A AR L A0 il 7] N42FTA,
P B BRI E A FabA (3G I4%, 3%
b 4%, PlAEILE D, (LA UFA A5
)7 R A OGS N s B R 2 it 5
B VE I B H3E AT BB T AN B B A
PERREE 1T, AR EAL S, AR T4
e . AT AT IE FabX b AR Zs A4 S b HLiE
TR, RPEAYIF LT T T HAL, mH
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FabX 1EZ i I i iz A7 e, AlJT A )
IR 5. TR R B A UFA & UK AR 1R
s FRAR R IR, T IR RIS UFA &
AR AE, A I ADR i A4 5 B il L Y
DU 250 B A B HTOR , #5 5 BE X 4
AR MPUR 2GRS, A URESY 5 57T 2L
R, BEA BRI 25 = 1 B, 5 — i,
P A0 5 R HE A PRI RE Y 2 AN ML RIR
IR EAHRAIRR,, SO TEREF FabQ-FabB
AR N Z AR AR TR 09 & i it 1Tl e
TR A 7] i 460 7600 il 5 5 ) FH A mT RE AR AT 2 A
TG IR -
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