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Abstract: The thymus is the central immune organ responsible for the development,
differentiation, and maturation of T cells. In addition to age-related factors, radiotherapy,
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chemotherapy, infections, and tumors are also major factors for the structure, cellularity, and
function changes of the thymus. Here, we introduce the thymus changes induced by bacterial
infections and the underlying mechanisms and summarize the therapies for ameliorating
infection-associated thymus injuries, aiming to provide references for preventing or repairing
infection-induced thymus injuries in clinical practice.

Keywords: bacteria; infection; thymus; development of T cells
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Characteristics of thymus changes caused by bacterial infections.
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e Y&l R A N e R = SR U 17N
Kia v . UBRARA . s A . - hah B ra iy
PR SR AR BRI P 55 . i 22 B (lipopolysaccharide,
LPS)J& e 2 [R IV A BRI, B =
P B4 7 00 L B 2 S, i 2 T A T S
M. B LPSfER T A F R sh¥, B4
i g i BT i R, MR DN &2 DP i T B,
Hi R D RESZ AT (H A Fh AN R e AR K
SHE 707 AR PP D, B S M IR 25 4 B
REM LB A AE, AR .

oI T g = 2l NS sh P i kg, L
ORGSR B R AN R YT
(Salmonella typhimurium, S. Typhimurium), fi& =
4 S Typhimurium Z/NEAA N, 48 h ZENI IR &
IR TR AT, — i e B e R A i S A5
TRREAR, TE55 3 JARERNEAR, 120 B i 20 7.
4Ll DP S, DNI H ETP HflRAE L, &
YL Z B KB r1 CD4SP 4 it hy R i /Y, 1
YL 21 dTEOLEE , HOR GO EL A i A
T WA H A M (recent thymic emigrant, RTE)%{ &
FERZZ BNBITHE , Ak 7 v g B g Al R e AR B
ARG T 400 524K (T cell receptor, TCR)-VBS8 4%
DP () A 43 L ARG A RIS, AR T4
CD4" 1 CD8'SP #fififd sefe iy A, X BtHl S
Typhimurium 25 5 & i g 28 1 Y [R) i AN 2 0
ETP $5HRES1 . CD4SP A IR K [ R G itk 2
HANTRERET] o I3 — ARG B A WL 3|
T U2 R

FA R O G S Typhimurium,
2 KRB/ A 20 TR T g, L 4 A B
REAIC, Hohdull DP b3, {H DN, SP WY LB
XTHG, DN v e HA DN1 Y H 4tk
hn, BrEAE, B DR G AR T B0 S 20 AR
Wk, (ELAS [ B A0 M A Ay 22 R0 i
YL S Typhimurium SRR, i g4 %k
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Typhimurium 2 BRI RR S AL, Svl /N RUBRGL 5
%5 15 K DP $em U FREMY, CCod2 LA
Bk /MU YL, AR T B, DN DP 4Hj
Fompdib, Ho e s R gn A 22 %1 bIgk
Jig B CS7TBL/6T 11 129x1/SvI FEAE Y F1 4238/
BT i SR I /0 B4 B 20 T 671 for RN BE T SR B
[ 4fERS &, B4R S Typhimurium 475
CD4" T 4iff iyt n, A4 IL-17 GeJ1%Z
P, XULBH AR I, M A B LA i A R
P g R e E

RISy T B IR G LA | RS 1 B R A A T
MTRIREFEHCRIE ) S Typhimurium g s s
AN SN ] e ) O W Rl e
B {of 8 s A R TRT ) 7R e R R 4 R
W IEH AR, S AN S Typhimurium i id 2
TSN, BT R R | 25 LR B MR
FRAALPY, AR . T R B bk e 4 |
S BRI H B0 MR AR AR — B, 150
e A A, B Pl 3 T I 4 B R T B

K 15245 1 (Escherichia coli, E. coli)jg 4%
PFEOR B . XHAEXS H R E. coli JA28 1 K
Ji DP 4R/, H B R 85%. I e
SE KSR EOE. coli 19 LPS J5, /NEUa g
JF N R, DP Fem sl (0 7 d JE R E 0,
MHE E. coli A LPS #IH )5, BT DP,
DN Jdi/b4h, SP i fi 4 M 5o, i B A%, H ETPs
e, eMI iRt X UL LPS 5 |t i iR ah
4 K Dy RE A8 Ak 5 R o R AR G

HE R 2% B (Yersinia) S BR AT 7, TG M B 14
C57BL/6 5 BALB/c 2258 F1 AA/INRXT/ Mz %S
i & BR /R #% B (Yersinia enterocolitica, V.
enterocolitica) % /&, 1iiE#H C57BL/6 5 BALB/c
ZAZ ) FUARHIA I3 P fe 11U, Ui g
RRAENLIABT R RE S il 8] T B e Em B A I8
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FEEST Y. enterocolitica £ C3H/Hel /NMRJE, 25
1 K i 4 A 2545 , DP 40 i ] @ k2L, L TCR-a
M E o BT Y, i O R 2 R A S
JG T AMEEEIERA NSRBI . 8k R ER
IRARF Y. pestisf) V HLEEH VvV PrE AL
lerV68-326 43531 5 1E# AN SR 40 1 %, 2 B
PO AT 5 45 5 A M iR A e i N TR Ry
(IFN-NFHEAEH, FBOEH 1 L A R 20 i 5
T PO 3 e — 19 240 TR 4 N B i 41 e fg A R
AN RN RS) ) S

[ R R R o O [ e R (R T
(Klebsiella pneumoniae, K. pneumoniae)®®'>?, 1
Fr 9B B 7§ Hr B (Francisella tularensis, F.
tularensis)®*** & 4 43 % 5. i I (Pseudomonas
aeruginosa, P. Aeruginosa)®* Bl 514 233
RS B SO e AT, R A L A3 Ak BB ) B R R
FA R FAPCKIE P. Aeruginosa Fz T VEST/NR
JGRBE, CDA M RRZ0M L B3 I, CDA” g R4t
M EE A, $OKTE P, Aeruginosa 53 H P
Aeruginosa i) LPS W44 #lfef M A 41 A %) 41 it P
FHAMNZE IL-1B. IL-6 Al IL-17 KETHE, ¥ P.
Aeruginosa [WEBEEE 2 B2 T ST 24 h 5, /DR
J TL-17 25 f s Sl 25 3 ) A e 4n e 2
PEAH PR 8K 50 T AT 30 IL-17, FHET AL, 40
R 5 SOE AL DX 735 22, i) 1 i e 2% i 2R
B, E—2 R T MR A B R T, A R R 2 A

1 AR PT LA 2% R TR 20 B R A
43 LPS J& TR IRUAHOC 2 FAE, WY LPS
A B 5 G A I 3R T AR N A2 RS A T SR
TG T SRS T i AP N J5 200 24 4 RE Rt
LPS, I B4 —E M0 LPS 437 4k i
A AR AR . T3 Ak, TS R 2 I BAPE B Y
AR K 1A BT X, R AR S 1 2
5 R R AR AR Ak, EL R A AR AR A s 0] g5 DA K ™ B
PR LA PrASIA]

1.2 FEZRMAME

TR Ji5 5| e i 235+ N ) e AR A Y 22 [
PRV T 5 28 AT T B 2R TR T S PR A
S, AR 22 PR PR TR A B R IR A L [ B it
R R 25 LR 35 ) 45 RN R L X BUR R
A 5 22 G PR M DR B R LA 5 25 15 | g i — 2 A
Iy, (B A HAA B ARES

25 ¥ 43 BUFF 7 (Mycobacterium  tuberculosis,
M. tuberculosis)Je: 5 | 245 R0 1 T 200 I i .
S A AT I (Mycobacterium avium, M. avium)/# 7
AEBERZ AT AR, AT BN 8 P I 30 5
M. tuberculosis /&4 /MR 3 N H A, MR 240 e
T R E, HARRE R m P, Kk A
SPRFE T JE 7 R A T BRI T 6,6- AUA AL TR
P2 15 8 A (trehalose 6,6'-dimycolate, TDM)#Ef ik i3
SR 7 d J5, M. tuberculosis H37Rv il M.
kansasii ) TDM ZH R4 T IE& %, H
Pl e Rz S5 2 b L 2 B R T T 2 M i 25
PR BE R 43R AT B TDM S5 R T A i 22 5% 73 40,
FEE ST M. avium B S, /I U AR EE R R
gERL b 7 R X 345 /M CMI B, TECs 37 37
FRABRE TR RE T 52400, M BR 20 AR S koD,
T DP o, Bk T A0 E kA e P,
fIKEE 71 M. avium B/ BUSE I 30 B R
=45, RIMERELS CMI FIgERN, HIHS
LR T 4HRTE SN E & B Hh PR e 71 2401250,
M. tuberculosis & 4t J5 , Mg AR R UE A M.
tuberculosis MM T 4l (regulatory T
cells, Tregs)E 7 3 JE R BIIE(E, FfiJa T FE,
XA H T F-7 M. tubercul osis B YL S 80 3 B 48
iE S P

e A I kR B (Listeria  monocytogenes,
L. monocytogenes) /2L LA J5 AT W 4451 fe %
B g R R i & A R PR N R R L
monocytogenes i /i i 41 o S &S s /b, i i 4
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RGN 53+ Thy-1 K- E T, {5 M i 4 5 Mg
I 5 BT 240 L 285 G 6 R, S5 i At 240 LA e iR PN
KB A5 LA M. tuberculosis 73
 H ESAT-6 % {ii (Lm-ESAT-6) 1Y & #4H L.
monocytogenes [ k22 it ik gy /N BUR I AR 5 i
J K 5 L. monocytogenes 45 5+ Tregs 5 Y
AER,

FEBEEKTE 2 7 (Qreptococcus suis, S suis)E
— o BN B L B AR DY S suis TR/

Fz 1 FARIAERESEIRRT CHEFMLEH
Table 1

RS B R 2 T 25 45 BV b e ok BE BR A
(Streptococcus pyogenes, S. pyogenes)/iie /) U
I Pt 24 L AT, 2R 4 SRR SR AL, Horp
LA DP 23, DN. SP 4l 4 LbAEXTE 0, (7]
AR TSRS 2 K Treg Z0MI A4 H 43 Fb i 35 14 i Bo),

HH E R RT 0, 25 A A0 B 5 | 0 M s AR i
REA AR, WA —E2Z5EE 1) MRk E
BALTE IR EE 2L . AR AR D | B R ) RE
IR, [7] S P A et 40 475 40 B TR - 20 A K F- 1Y)

Characteristics and mechanisms of thymus changes caused by different bacterial infections

Bacteria Dose Route  Strain Model Characteristics of thymus  Mechanism Reference
changes
S Typhimurium  5x10° CFU ip.iv. SL3261 C57BL/6  Mass| Thymocyte | DP FOS/JUN? IL-8, [5]
11 SP | Structure CCL41 DNA damage
unchanged Cell cycle arrest
HK s.c.ip. SL3261 Thymocyte unchanged
(5%10° CFU)
5x10° CFU ip. SL1344 Mass| Thymocyte |
50 CFU i.p. 14028 Bacterial load unchanged NA [8]
500 CFU Structure disorder
Thymocyte| DN |
TCR-VPBS'DP ratiot
5x10* CFU i.p. cvee541 Chick Cobb Thymus index| Cortical TLR4-FOS/JUN? [6]
500 thymocyte| Inflammatory
response} DNAdamage
108 CFU Orally NCTC 12023 C57BL/6  ISP||DP1|DP2|DN3|D GC?t IFN-yt 9]
N4|DN2|
108 CFU Orally NCTC 12023 C57BL/6  Bacterial loadt Cortisol {IFN-y1 [10]
Thymocyte| DP|| Independent of Fas/FasL
HK Orally NCTC 12023 C57BL/6  Thymocyte unchanged
(10°, 10" CFU)
10° CFU Orally NCTC 12023 BALB/c  Thymocyte| | DP| NA [7]
DN2-4|| DN1
unchanged
E. coli 10°,10°CFU  s.c. Isolated Chick DP| NA [14]
from turkey
with
septicemia

(f¥4k)
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Bacteria Dose Route  Strain Model Characteristics of thymus  Mechanism Reference
changes
Y. enterocolitica 80 pg SN ip. ATCC C3H/He] DP| af T cells? NA [19]
23715
NA NA LerV Thymocyte Thymocyte apoptosis Interacts with hIFN-y  [20]
binding to thymocyte
K. pneumoniae  4x10° CFU i.p. C3H/HeN  C57BL/6  Mass| Thymocyte] | TNF-af [21]
C3WHelJ
NA NA 5215777 Calf Collagen fibers in cortex? NA [22]
Cortical thymocyte|
F. tularensis 10° CFU ip. SCHUS4 BALB/c  Mass| Cortical NA [23]
thymocyte| |
10-20 CFU Aerosol FSCO033/ C57BL/6  Thymus differentiation ~ Co-regulation of [24]
snMF ability| Cortical layer corticosteroid and TNF-a
thickness| DP|
P. Aeruginosa  H.K. s.C. HKPA C57BL/6  CD4Thymocyte ratio]  NA [25]
(10°-107 CFU) BALB/c  CD4 Thymocyte ratio
unchanged IL-18, IL-6,
IL-17¢
M. tuberculosis 75 CFU Aerosol H37Rv C57BL/6  Bacterial loadt naive NA [26]
CD4' T|RTEs?
IFN-y1TNF-a1
50-100 CFU Aerosol H37Rv C57BL/6 M. tuberculosis-specific IL-12 upregulates T-bet [31]
Tregs increased and then to promote the
decreased conversion of CD4'T
into Th1 cells
300 ug TDM iv. H37Rv BALB/c  Thymus index|Cortical =~ High toxicity [27]
thymocyte |
M. avium 10° CFU iv. 25291/2447 CS57BL/6  Bacterial load? GC1 NO?T [28-29]
Mass | structure disorder
Thymocyte|||DP||
10° CFU iv. 2447 C57BL/6  Bacterial load? NA [30]
Antibacteria immunity |
L. monocytogenes 10° CFU iv. Lm-ESAT-6 C57BL/6  Tregs unchanged NA [31]
2x10* CFU i.p. EGD BALB/c  Thymocyte| Thy-11 The adhesion of [33]
thymocyte to stromal
cells was enhanced
S suis 5x10” CFU i.p. 700794 C57BL/6  DP|SPratio? thymus IL-2, IL-6, IL-12, [35]
returned to normal after TNF? p53 and
14 hours Caspase-dependent
pathways
S pyogenes 10%-10°CFU  s.c. M49-16 C57BL/6  Thymocyte| DP|DNt  L-arginine] [36]
SP ratiof Tregs ratio? Dysregulation of
mTOR induces
immunosuppression
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AU o A0 A A T R I S R e i 4 L P 4
T2, JUHJE DP 40, (EXT BRI AL i B i 4%
DUR ALY SP AN AL/, AR haAE
KA, R E TEC /b, il
G B 7 TR RIS S 5 M R 5 T I e 24
RO TS R A S M A AR ) AR R A
SRR RGN, B
REABYRIL , [A] IR AR 20 S e i i /) U i 240
B 2RI, 3 AT e -5 10 i FERAEL 4 e 1y 31
I FHA R E,

2 T RG] R R AR AL L

TR S 5 | S i i 7 A T A S 4 R )
Y H A BAE B AE R, HAH G = 24 rp
TEMER . RIERT . FolBERER.
21 HESKREETF

Wi iz 578 (glucocorticoid, GC)RJ 5 5 i iR
RAEPT . BT B /N BRU I 785 B2 S . GC K
ST, T B A Y R e
M. avium Ji5 (1) iR 4 A E B GL H RIXT GC 2624
W) - FE KN T RO FET 0 2 ek 3 i o, g g
A e R AN T A &R TL-6 TL-17 FfRE
PRFE A F~(tumor necrosis factor, TNF)J} &,
IFN-y )3 138 Z2 5 W R 4B sl /A O, (] s,
5 M 240 L A IR FE A T 4T [
i 2 M BR T 4000 TFN-yPS, IFN-y F— 08
Wt 210 L 7 A ST H S 5 — E AL A(NO)
M — & 4k A & W B (inducible nitric  oxide
synthase, iNOS) T 5 E5 i R AR fE 252281 fi g
M. tuberculosisFE 5714 Treg 20 it 76 1 i 4 A& 9 9
JE PRGN, BEEHCR AT IL-12 Ei# CD4'T,
CD8'T 4iiffirY) T-bet, MMIHEHEIHAL N Thi 4i
MO A RE S Treg AR/, XA R THE B
o JE R AN S (PR, AR AR i 52 Y
GC I IFN-y A 7 ] G 25 g i 240 L 52 T %5 i 44
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i, DP JATUOM ) — YA v g7 2K ]
WM TNF Wl e et A e NO 5
GC H[RIE FAS M T 15 6 T 20 A M B i T 20
A A3 AR, (EA RIS e B0 24 0 2 200 TR R
i B AR AL BEASACSE T RIEPE GC ri s, dAR
T IFN-y®), AT B85 AR A [ A oG, H:
BARPLRLA T — R R
2.2 YHRRIESEBEAVEUE

IR R AR i M AHMAE S i, 1T I
) — A R
221 HEBATIESHEE

DP 4 i tf c-Jun 2 F K i 34 B (c-Jun
N-terminal kinase, INK)# B2 b /KTt 5, 4240
FHT 1 B, RE INK Ry, di—24
LRGN ) o A L8787 )6 e A ]
Ji 44t B 0s 0 W R S 2 A Ak T 2 e R A< il 3
(caspase-3)FIE YA T-HLHIN" . P ILA ps3
caspase MK RACTE S IR AN IA T2, {Hils
HWFFE K& B B 40 f 2 AN 5 caspase-3 30
IR, Fas/FasL @2t k251, DP3 4
B RS S R A AR AR AT BRI BR 40 ) 4 A
P T B bk B 41 fLRE -2 JE [ (B-cell lymphoma-2,
Bcl2)7E DP3 4ilfifg ik i 7+, CCL4 38
SRR AN T LPS 51 g R AR A i S
WAET LPS SR K1) TLR4 A 45 G#0S
#5ENF FOS/JUN, MIMiFES IL-8. IL-2 MifE
TR, AR AT O R IR, S 3500 iR 4 DNA
B FANAE I, 51 R iy
222 THRAFHESTK

2T o W AR A A - R R TR
(arginine deiminase, AD)JE/ Il H ) LK 2 R
NI 350 T 20 & 7 K $ 45538 #% mTOR 2K,
VAN, R AR S 4500, LPS 55/
JHeE A e, BTG4 M FR5 /9 CCL19.,
CCL21 il CCL25 & {A mRNA & &M, T 20
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EL A AEL 200 B 1) X S i e B A U SRR ) S 40, i
BRPR g haeZ R s Fak#a b NPk 2
(chemokine ligand, CCL2)A9%% 3L A /) B e i i [
PEVEPRRE 2L, BRI A B ROV T 4o
23 HpEE

AR M1 K- (leukemia inhibitory
factor, LIF)J& E. coli &%) LPS 75 1Y 2V Mg fig
FEYE I AR A 0T, (AN ey A S B iR A Ak id
b — A BT KT ) S, Typhimurium Al
LPS 5 IER AR 7T b, BRI Rk 4G
e—FE {H LPS 5L F Ik A 7E A )
AR A RS 205, MRS,
i TR Rt 2 R AR AR R i i T B A bR
NGB s R, R R T 4
(3T , S ASNE G TG USSR AR 2 3
J¥73 T A 1) T S i) B 92 1 5 TR - R 4R A i
MR EEFS 26 1 (promyelocytic leukemia zinc finger,
PLZF)RIFZS, FFH & in & 0 5 et Ex8
R T IR IR sy Rl kb ey 7 B T
AR & g A2 S KA B AP T ER AT B RS I
A, BRREEBER R, ARERAET R, 1eAh,
R SRR A AL ATE Ay 2E A i P 55 7 o S A
53, TEARTRIERGY 55— W) S B, S ke s
[) A St A P S Js W P e 2 2 BRI b e AR
J2 T A A B R 2L, (R i 5 At k)

3 4RSS AR KRR R b B A
Xt 5K

3.1 EDBRRR RTE

BEXT SRS [ A B AR AR Ak, A N /N
3R] SP600125 RI A INK 155 M I KR M P
RAE I F . 16 % %A (reactive  oxygen species,
ROS), 2 T-2E A Bax F1 caspase-3 1G5, A
SRR LA, T MR GIOR BT, o B B o T o

I/, SR o R 200 TR 747 T AN A2 52, 3K DA
TR S T i 22 40 i ) WK 52 v 40 T £ i i 20 H
e R R 2 — U BT TNF-o FriAnT 58 2
P* E coli GLEM MRS, (BAGR>05: K
pneumoniae 5| S Y M AR ZE4ECY . TR P90 A 36
Hiayy S Typhimurium/B4e /N REHRARE T IEH
4D i g R B 40 IV B %) 518
3.2 MERMBREZRKE

TR 5 AR ZE4E , T GC =24t
FIRTERAMKIE M. avium Y47 SRR 254512
GC ZARAEPUHI A Xk S Typhimurium J&
) M A A A —E IR ME T, o DN2 i
HEBCR SE WKAE, (FLR B R AP 5245 0 5 DG 51 o
WAL, £F%F LPS Bl M BRZE S, 276 1
EVE KK n- £ B2 BE % BR (N-acetylcysteine,
NAC)B /N P ) Bz i B i, AT KRR $E
M R 20 ML A% %8, JUHJZ DN, DP F1 ISP 4
PSR, AE A 4 B g
3.3 RFBNBR IR IhRE

FA%F*F LerV LEEL32-35 il DEEI203-206 4
AT A5 BT BT BRAN L, W] LA 5 4 BELIKT
AR AN AR PR BE TR0 Al -A LA 2,6-
T BE -9 AUER[3.3.1] T 3k IR it — A 4
T ) P 40 L ) 38 L M, ISR X Y. pesti's A f %
JET S S CpG e A A AT I A 1 R
(CpG-ODNs) s E. coli /B 4% J 1) 4 XS g
fi% DP ANAE3EFE , M it i o U 33
—F/INGr T2 25 TR -B (pifithrin-B, PFT-P)
M p53 FENERG A BOY At A K
(keratinocyte growth factor, KGF)nJ{¢ ik & $6#%
FEJ5 TECs 4% &, DI 56 B i 240 Jf i HH 47t
L. monocytogenes B4, A WF 5T & PRLAA I R
R NRIES N EBERG, B TR TR
WEREVERE AR, A B T2 B RS T
o A P A T IR B AR 5 e g A P
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FAHEMA FOXNI n] LIAMMESE BMT J5 TECs
B K T AR FA™ N IM-12 4b
M/ MRS WA S IRE R L T 40
AP SRR AT o AR T B RN 5
BRIIRE o P 24 S A 0 Z2 08 T DA U S I
5 10 S 2 S /D R 1) ML 4 B 3 8 DA R 38 i e
BRI VR At 350 B T 3 ) B G T B S T R R
AR PUREAARAEH
34 HfbFE

Pt LIF Hrikmish 2N AT B B LPS iy
R ZE4 . LPS RS sh Y g+ TNF-o
IR 348 i % [ 98 28 o B AR AIR T . i R 3 AT
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