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Research progress of archaeal RecJ protein

SHI Jingru, ZHANG Likui’

College of Environmental Science and Engineering, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225127, Jiangsu, China

Abstract: RecJ proteins, the members of aspartate-histidine-histidine (DHH) superfamily of
phosphoesterases, are ubiquitous in bacteria, eukaryotes, and archaea. In bacteria, the
archetypal Rec] protein is a 5'—3’ ssDNA exonuclease that functions in biological processes
such as mismatch repair, homologous recombination, and base excision repair. Cell division
cycle 45 (Cdc45) protein, a homologue of bacterial RecJ nuclease, is essential in eukaryotes,
but has no nuclease activity. Cdc45 protein forms Cdc45-MCM-GINS (CMG) complex with
minichromosome maintenance (MCM) and Go-Ichi-Ni-Sa (GINS), and the complex plays a key
role in DNA replication in eukaryotes. Almost all archaea whose genomes have been sequenced
encode one or more Recl protein homologues. Unlike bacterial RecJ nuclease, archaeal Recl
protein has diverse nuclease activities and can form a complex with MCM and GINS which
shows functions similar to eukaryotic CMG complex. Thus, archaeal RecJ protein is an
important component that is involved in archaeal DNA replication, repair and recombination.
Based on current reports on archaeal ReclJ protein, this study reviewed the activities, structures,
and functions of archaeal RecJ protein, focusing on similarities and differences between
different archaeal Rec] proteins and between archaeal Recl] proteins and bacterial Recl
nucleases/eukaryotic RecJ homologues. In addition, we summarized the research trends in
archaeal Recl protein.

Keywords: archaea; RecJ protein; DNA repair; DNA replication
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I CMG EE YT Recd FE 115 425, T
REAR A Recd FHEAP, HAr, JLFTA R
DAL 2H 2 7 0 T 2 0 A 1 s 2> Recd 2
Mo T Recd HMAHAME Rec MALIREIG
PRI H e AT R A% R B PR L AH TR Reed BN 2 4
fbo J4h, I Recd EIS BEZAY Cdeds &
FHEA R A REAH I . eAh, T TE Recd
W BA MR AL RE . BRI T Recd
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Figure 1 Function of RecJ protein.
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5'-P-dSpacer J:[f) ssDNA ¥ 552 &9 ) A
S5H0 WoRIZBEAATE SRR A N 4E, JFH
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YIS A AT B T fR b, 0 — 25 S5 A ff 4
/N T LB E] ssDNA IALBEDY, [FIRE, 4078
T. thermophilus Rec]-Mn* 58 & W45 H TR
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Figure 2 Comparison of structures of bacterial Recl] nuclease (A), eukaryotic Cdc45 protein (B) and

archaeal RecJ protein (C). Dra-Recl: Deinococcus radiodurans Rec J (PDB:

5F55); Tko-GAN:

Thermococcus kodakarensis GAN (PDB: 5GHT); Hum-Cdc45: Human Cdc45 (PDB: 5DGO); CTD:
C-terminal domain. This figure is modified from this reference [2].
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HAT, S A T Reed I F20K
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) Cdeds ). J 7l I Rec FEFTHA 3 AR
SEREE AR, TSR TR Recd 25 P/ HoA Ak
TG PER) DHH 455K 2). 3R 1 T AR
& Recl & IR A AL DI RE , 2B T2 i AN [] 4
H Y Recd HEH, HEAUREZHEAE
3.1 Thermococcus kodakarensis RecJ & H

W g N T. kodakarensis K:[F 41 9
f5 2 Fh RecJ-like H [1: TK1252 il TKO155,
TK1252 [ FA{ES/E GINS associated nuclease
(Tko-GAN)™, J& HFTAF 58 fe R AT B Recd
EE, HWEE . SR A BT RE A5 B T i
%[31-32,44-46]0 m%ﬁfﬂ, TkO-GAN Rﬁ_ﬁ 53’
ssDNA SMUIBEE T, LT 401 Recl, HEA
REDI# dsDNA B RNA,

it 2 oy B & W, Tko-GAN X F
T. kodakarensis ALK T4 SLZAELTF I,

AR FEHZAEY Cdeds FEHZE DNA KA
F JE I b T 1 o 5 4h, Tko-GAN REfE 2:Bk 5
s DNA REW D WS HCHCHE M BT B il
AN, WREIZEAS S X R BT,
BT LB, Tko-GAN REfS 5 DNA B4
ity D A EAE RO, AT S 4k — 4 AR
20, B AR FENT A1 GAN B AR i) 58 5%
PRI A KA, (AR AR FENL I
GAN, ZEHIEEARS, £WAMIEAN FENI
5 GAN 5¢ 2 REAS 48 5 40 i 1 58 ek L E— 2B 10
WF5E &I, Tko-GAN REMETE [FIHT Gl JC FENL I
RNase HII &0 T AERRAIMAT A, UESE T
Tko-GAN 2 5 X i B () LA

T. kodakarensis it 155 2 4~ Recl 5 11 4&
TKO155, FRAEA HAN, Bi5 Hef fF /R IR
fitg") . Hef 2 (A 7E 16 52 1 BHL 11 14 52 ] S 25 22
FIVE, FEAEAE) R —2E Asgard HEY,
AR AR LI AL, Tko-HAN
HA 354 IS, BEEU)HE] ssDNA
RNA JEY), AATF Tko-GANP™! %3 4h | Tko-Hef

F1 HE Recd EHMELINIEEILER
Table 1 Biochemical function comparison of archaeal Recl protein
Protein name Component of CMG complex  Exonuclease activity References
ssRNA ssDNA
5'—3’ 3'—5 5'—3’ 3'—5’
Tko-GAN + - + - [32]
Pfu-Rec] + — + + - [38]
Afu-Rec] - - - + [40]
Mja-RecJ1 - + — + - [41]
Mja-RecJ2 - - + — + [41]
Tac-RecJ1 - - - + - [33]
Tac-Recl2 + - + - + [33]
Tga-Rec] N.D. - - + - [42]
Sso-Cdc45 + — - - - [34]
Sac-Cdc45 + — - - - [35]

Tga: Thermococcus gammatolerans; Tko: Thermococcus kodakarensis; Pfu: Pyrococcus furiosus; Sso: Sulfolobus solfataricus;

Sac: Sulfolobus acidocaldarius; Afu: Archaeoglobus fulgidus; Tac: Thermoplasma acidophilum; Mja: Methanocaldococcus

[T3L)

Jjannaschii. “+” indicates the presence of activity;
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it ik Tko-HAN {44 , i Tko-HAN #1ll i Tko-Hef
IR T . AL A B R Y], Tko-HAN Xf
2 L 1) 52 B M R AR TR Y, T Agan-han BRI €
AFRRTE 85 °CHY i A K A FAREA KT H
&, 0 1 4 A G A TR BB HAN A8 5 A 315
NGB RRIY LN H N, X R BRI A REIR K IE
WA RET, FWEL GAN BIATE CMG &
BYIARERE DNA ik T, E—2 3B HAN X
THEEBRH LAY S A B S, I HHAX R bl
T2 I E AN LI RERT A5 1Y
3.2 Thermococcus gammatolerans RecJ EH
AL = PR 1A i B AT R O T
T. gammatolerans Rec] (Tga-Rec))E H Y41k
e FAEL LR B9 &K BL, Tga-Recl 7E1H
AT HA 5375 md)#E ssDNA, ERIT
Tko-GAN, Pfu-RecJ. Mja-RecJ1 # Tac-Recl1.
5j Pfu-RecJ . Afu-RecJ . Mja-RecJ2 Fll Tac-Rec]2
ANJA], Tga-Rec] /b 3'—5'4 )] ssRNA 151k .
S PR S IR E S 50-70 °C, Hid pH N
pH 7.0-9.0, FHIEMEMOE Mn®", %2 B Hi I
A HRIA K Rec) & PO AR E M . S350,
ARSI AE 50-70 °Cild T i Tga-Rec) Y1
DNA [N, MIiE7s 1 iZiEYIH DNA
IS B R E M (10.5£0.6) keal/mol, X /& Rec)
HEAYIE] ssDNA [R330E RE 1 (19 B R IE .
OrFrah R, Tga-Rec] D36A . DS3A . DI05A |
H106A H107A 1 D166A ZEAF PR TG M 58 29 0k,
T HFLRRSEFE D36, D83, D105, H106, H107
D166 2ZiZMEUIH DNA B S
3.3 Pyrococcus furiosus RecJ & H
Wi W G T P furiosus it PR Recl £
. Q8U3Q7 #il Q8TZE0, H:+ Q8U3Q7 W&
1% Pfu-HAN, QS8TZEO HJ#& 1M Pfu-Recl.
HH Pfu-HAN [ R 58 . Pfu-Rec] HA 8%
() DHH PR a5, HA LT Tko-GAN

) 5'—3" ssDNA i&tE . 5 Tko-GAN AJa]#Y &,
Pfu-Rec) it H A 3'—5' ssRNA 751, REMS KA
BAE RNA Fl RNA/DNA () RNA 508, ik —
R R, EHEN A 1 DNA 45580
REMSEUE Pfu-Rec] 2Bk RNA/DNA HAJ RNA
B, XWE/R%E Pfu-Rec) AJRETEIR MK RNA
5191, HA, Pfu-Rec] ZEMRIMNI)E] ssSRNA 1T
MR THI% RNA/DNA Z4 ARG, BRE
%S 5 RNA [%f# .

Pfu-Rec] & MRS/ BIR, FHA5H o
DHH. DHHAI1 fl CID 1A%, Z:f1F Tko-GAN
2518 Pfu-Rec] Fl Tko-GAN Z5 44 ity A [) 22 Ak
TET %4 DHH 1l DHHA1 4558 i) 52 A A .
KT Tko-GAN, Pfu-Rec) i H DHH 4544
B 454 Pfu-GINS H GINS51 W 5L (%) B-25 44 18, 5
GINS HEAEM, Ki/Rn#E Pfu-Rec] FEMEIE WL
CMG & & . B4, Pfu-Rec] 5 2 > CMPs
R G SR ZE R dAS 2] T fddr, Has
7R EATAE LA A 1E HL ey Y 28 B IR Ak ik
MM AEIE , T 454 ssDNA FEW e & Bl
MK TR, 2k CID 454458, , 53 Pfu-Rec)
HEN 5 45 5'—3" ssDNA SMNITEEHE MY oo/ Ko 1H
Al 4 £% 3'—>5" ssRNA FMIIEGEE ME R kool Ko (H,
FEH CID 4546 dul R 42 % i ) T35 12k
3.4 Thermoplasma acidophilum RecJ & H

IR MG E T. acidophylum FE R 2H 9 15
2 4~ Recl-like [, 75445~ Tac-RecJ1 Al
Tac-Rec)2, {HJE A%t HAN [RIEY) . A fbif
5t %M, Tac-RecJ1 Fl Tac-Rec)2 25NN, {H
JEEATEA AR F R b AR TR) R B
Tac-RecJ1 HA 5'—3' ssDNA H— A IS
P, KL F Tko-GAN. %Ki, Tac-Recl2 HA
3'—5'HMIEHEPE , BEEY)E] ssSRNA Fll ssDNA,
I H RNA BixM G i) . )R8 Tac-Recll
5 Tko-GAN HAT ALY JEE 40 D 407 Pk FAR % , {2
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EARIEN CMG E5Y), T Tko-GAN HIfE
B CMG E451.

Tac-Recl)2 i 5 Tac-Gins51 FJ B 45#4) 1,
MIBEAEH, 5 Tac-GINS #%H# 2:1 1B /R HJE AL
REmEED, SR g, 284
YIREMS (Lt Tac-MCM &M, I HL7E 40 P9 UE
ST CMG EEWRIAFTE. B, Tac-Recl2 A
REE#EY Tac-MCM M EAEM, 7EHRINFAZ
WO IR HERG P LT o X SEEE IR, REHE
MEAZAY) CMG ZEWIE Ry, i
Rec) £ [17F DNA & #il () D EE5AN[F] T Cdeds.
Tac-RecJ1 fENAIE Recl MIZSUY, 1EBE B
REL1E A 52 Xk B R ¥ T fig . 39k, Tac-Recll
RERE AR Xl Be . I, T acidophilum FIt 4
T3 2 4> Recel £ 7R S i SCHERA Aij E 1 AN [
R R IIRE
3.5 Methanocaldococcus jannaschii RecJ

=8

W= B GEH T M. jannaschii 3R 20 4t
3 4~ Recl-like #[1, HH 2 4> Recl-like
(MJ0977 1 MJ0831)°~ Tko-GAN [A] %), 55—
(MJ1198) Ky Tko-HAN [a]J5 4., RE MJI1198 &
H AR DR R BIFSE, (HJE I N B o 45
153 T ## 4T (PDB:2K52), it 7E E. coli H3E
ik MJ0977 5% MJ0831 5[, REMET 7 #ME rect
FEEBI E. coli ZRASHRXT UV BRLENE,
FW Rec] 12 5 DNA B , JE— W Recl
EATESL R P B DR AR

MJ0977 1 MJ0831 & H 4 Wl E X N
Mja-Rec]1 il Mja-Recl]2. W55 &% B, Mja-Recll
BN T Tko-GAN F Tac-Recl1, HA 5'—3'
R AN TE, BEASDIH] ssDNA Fll ssRNA
T AHXT T ssRNA Y, %M iF ssDNA
iKY .5 Mja-RecJ1 ANJA],Mja-RecJ2 HA 3'—5'
KRR AU BEETE P , L AE i V1% ssDNA Fll ssSRNA

<l actamicro@im.ac.cn, & 010-64807516

FAXTF ssDNA, %M # 4T ssRNA NIEYI . 73
Ab, 5" ER S UE Mja-Recl1 354, T 3" iR
Il Mja-Recl2 6. 5 T. acidopylum AJA],
H Yt () Tac-Rec)2 BE45 5 GINS AHHAEM, M
M. jannaschii T4t 1) Mja-RecJ1 Fl Mja-Rec]2
YIRBES Mja-GINS JE R = 54
3.6 Archaeoglobus fulgidus RecJ EH
WImIE T A, fulgidus KN 4% 3 Fh
Rec] FE[1: AF 0699, AF 0735 Fll AF 0075,
AF_0735 SRR RBHEfREny, KEaE
BT A, X 2l Ak 20 AR /DS AT vk B T
SR, HEAARG R, W
AF_0075 F 15 HMMA Recd ML, 751
FHRIPERAR, o B %R B v . (H 2,
AF_0699 & [ HA IR EHE . Bt LB,
5 Pfu-Rec) 251, A. fulgidus Rec] (Afu-Rec],
AF_069NZ IR EA H5E DNA R ki
3 SHMIZ BRI M, 8 B b RNA 3'—5'
SMUIEIE MY, Afu-Rec) HYTE PR3 M &)@
BT, Hd Mo BZEMEE M EEE T
B SV IR R 5565 °C, HiE 2w
& NaCl (75 F 200 mmol/L)#H] . ¥E— I HF5E
KL, Afu-Rec) XA [FHK R H4E DNA FlHp
B RNA HA BN, e >4 AT
TR K () BABE RNA FI>12 MR K 1) B4
DNA, Afu-Rec) A AL BEFFIEBE 7S & 1% B 7E
HHfLN 25 DNA &5 F1 RNA R
3.7 #ALMTE Recl-like EH
R R T Recd AR A) N, H
B SR T T 1Y Recl-like 2 A 4RIE, PR Tk
M W J& . Sulfolobus solfataricus Cdc45
(Sso-Cdc45) 5 [ & 55 — M 58 i 38 19 52ty 1A
Recl-like 25 FPY, 18R FR W8 E S Recldbh,
PRAERR A Sso-Cded5 FEH . Sso-Cded5 FEH ST
T Recl R MAAMIMEAR, ¢ 2 sk HAth
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Recl 1 DHH HEALSE Fa el i) S b 2
RARFE(K 2). NI, Sso-Cde45 EHEHAHAR
MREEETE, AR 2Rk
B, Sso-Cdc45 HHARER 5 GINS HEAM, IF
5 MCM £l CMG 49 FFE, #ifknt
HR Y S. acidocaldarius Cdcd5 (Sac-Cdcd5)E
A28 75 . FIFH Sac-Cded5. Sac-GINS Fi
Sac-MCM, &SME#E: Sac-CMG & &4, IFSE T
Sac-Cdc45-GINS £ Sac-MCM &K T HER L,
3.8 Asgard B & ReclJ-like &£ H

HAT, % E 1 Asgard R HE 4 Fp7] 2K
Thorarchaeota . Odinarchaeota . Heimdallarchaeota
M Lokiarchaeota®™ ., FEH 4t X 4 Fil
12510 Asgard ¥ %if% GAN-like 2511, 5
Tko-GAN HAT 30% = FEMR P S AR, 6 T
HLA 3% P B Recl-like Z5# 3, H 2 A
Heimdallarchaeota | 149t HAN-like [FJ54), K&
¥ Thorarchaeota , Odinarchaeota 1 Lokiarchaeota
etk R Bk T X — BRI,

4 REERZE

T E A% 2 A Recd B 1, HA R P
T HLAT A% R T35 7 () Recd B FAEREL B & BH,
W78 4 T B Recd 2 H7E 1 I DNA &K il fifg 5
DL e 3 Rl e e b B VR o T Recd
T P50 5 40T Recd 85 11 A0 2546 v B AHAL
I HEA EZAEY) Cdeds B MEE, (A,
1 A Recd 2 FIAE NP M 4 FVE A O =X 5 A v
Rec] EAAAAER EZES . AN, HH Rec FHH
S5EAEY) Cdeds MM, BEIES MCM Al
GINS JEMUE 5%, =25 DNA &ifil. Bk,
B Rec] % (76 DNA & il fifs & rh 4 i &
B,

Hii, FIHAD A 8O0 s R st
21 )5 W B Reed 8 TG PE | Z5FHRAE

MA B RE AT TV, AT B
Recl 25 XS [R) 90 i 2 A A B T —
FERIAIR . BRI, B Recl 2 DI HE M AR 58
EIHER, AVFZ N8 R TR

(1) Tko-GAN Fl Tac-Recl2 Bk H A7 7% 12 il 1%
PE, XJ& CMG 445y, 15 CMG 4 5), 24
fift JF DNA BUETE S5 , B 102 7 76 &2 il Ak &
Hm i 2, eMERTHAKY .
NG X BEEE FAE R CMG A4 20 AT Tk
BTGP S anfar i

(2) T TE Rec) B A4 R BR RS AN 2 1
CMG E & WIIREFT L0, 20t &
ATFE, H, RS S A RRAEE S A
IR AE K A IR B Recl I CMG, 1E3%
FELLT , T Recd 2 P12 HAMALER S
SERAVERT, BT e A TR U A i 8 A
CMG WA 5. WX 4315 T Reed 2 BHELL
YERRMEEHIVER, et — 0T,

(3) AAeE e, Pfu-Rec] HAKXS] 3
Ui IC RNA 51T fg , Bti% o A 45 R m R
& Tko-GAN Z: 5 i v Be i fin 1., iX Fe 251
—A~[a . HA 3'—5" ssRNA /MG A Rec)
AT AL 5 537 ssDNA A6 P 0
.

(4) T Recl # 3'—5 ssRNA #MJIIE
5HAER CMG 553 B DRe 2 anfa S .

(5) BT, A — S R s A BRI R
AREN, WX B Recd FEA (KL
Tac-RecJ 1) A= FLIIRE .
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