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Effect of ygeG on biological characteristics and the
pathogenicity of avian pathogenic Escherichia coli
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Anhui Province Key Laboratory of Veterinary Pathobiology and Disease Control, College of Animal Science and
Technology, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei 230036, Anhui, China

Abstract: [Objective] To construct the ygeG deletion strain of avian pathogenic Escherichia coli
(APEC), and analyze its biological characteristics and pathogenicity to explore the role of ygeG plays
on the pathogenesis of APEC, so as to lay a foundation for further research on the pathogenesis of type
three secretion system 2 (ETT2), which ygeG locates in. [Methods] The ygeG deletion strain
(APEC81-AygeG ) and complementary strain (APEC81-CAygeG) were constructed by Red homologous
recombination technology. Then, the growth curve, motility, biofilm formation, stress resistance, serum
resistance among APECS81, APEC81-AygeG and APEC81-CAygeG were compared and analyzed. The
effect on host infection of ygeG was investigated by cell adhesion, invasion test and inflammatory
factor expression level detection by fluorescence quantitative PCR. [Results] We successfully
constructed APEC81-AygeG and APEC81-CAygeG. Compared with APECS81, there was no significant
changes in growth characteristics in APEC81-CAygeG (P>0.05). However, biofilm formation ability of
APECS81-AygeG significantly decreased (P<0.01), motility of APEC81-AygeG extremely significantly
improved (P<0.001). Compared with APEC81, APEC81-AygeG showed lower tolerance to acid
(P<0.001) and oxidative shock (P<0.001), and higer tolerance to alkali (P<0.01), osmotic pressur
(P<0.01) and heat shock (P<0.01). Furthermore, serum survival experiments results showed that
deletion of ygeG significantly decreased survival abilities of APECS81 in serum (P<0.01), and extremely
significantly decreased at serum concentrations of 100% and 30% (P<0.001); The adhesion of
APECS81-AygeG to epithelial cells of chicken trachea mucosa was extremely significantly decreased
(P<0.001), and the invasion ability was significantly increased (P<0.01). Furthermore, gPCR results
also showed that APEC81-AygeG significantly up-regulated the transcription level of of inflammatory
factors in chicken tracheal epithelial cells (P<0.01). [Conclusion] These data indicated that ygeG plays
roles in regulation of biofilm formation, motility, stress resistance, adhesion and invasion ability, and

serum resistance of APEC, it also can inhibit cell inflammatory factor expression.
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IR 506 R S5 PN BTT2 746 T R ZBOR AT i
BN R, I HAES 59008 806 M ok 2R
™. Ideses 265! Osawa 2191 Kim Ve )5
TEWCI G « B A= )L B8 9 FHE T8 P K T T
W, A RRIESE T ETT2 X+ AMAh o
PE KB AT B IR e BORs A 2 . Rl , ETT2 78
APEC 7 ZAFTE, JFSBORPEEY =R A%
PIAH K APEC-ETT2 A W B 20 HAT 12 % %
TS PR AR B 11 EspE3Y, {H HEAR M L
il J¢ EspE3 51 F EAEHLHIIARIR . 1R F
SRR S BN, APEC-ETT2 4ifd & /0 35 T
TCRIBERE , LT yge (ecs3707-3712)FF i ) 2 HE
NI ygeG (ecs3708)4mtH YgeG &, ZEMAN
BE Y ETT2 FRAREE ™), 78 KM AT 3 TR 533
Rairh, B AT DU B RO & A E T &
T 0 B AE EANL, XERION B A 43 K AN T
FoRER R EEE L,

AR 2 S ygeG 1E S5 A A58 ETT2
SLIR ) APEC40 H ) A= 2 R B 43 B0
TER™, KB ygeG X4y A ) 2F bk HoAy d 22
PFEVER, 140 ygeG REAE I APEC40 A= ¥
B0 B . BEAR A I B sh 1 55 . AR
APEC81 @I, Zw k& A 5880y ETT2 2
#U T EMNANTT yeeG BIBFIERL, HH
H R XTS5 A 52 % ETT2 ik R #% 10 bk b
ygeG IR, Kk, ARSI ]
SR ETT2 SomALH 2 e 3 # , i APEC
IR HES %

WL

1.1 E¥k. Bk FAZH Rk
APEC81"!, Fiki pKD46 ., pKD3 . pCP20.

pSTV28, X5 TR - Bz 40 i 44 v 5 g B A
Wy 55 PR g 17 2 B B S R A IR AT
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1.2 EERF. UBREFE

B N VI EcoR 1R BamH 130 F 3§
BRHRBHL (P EDARA W T4 E 4 B
TaKaRa 23 A ; KT DHSo 2540/ . LB
Broth 4 {4 T AW TR (i) A BR A A 5
L-B$ {3 ¥ B Sigma 23wl ; SPF (specific
pathogen free)J WS I K H Gibco 23 H); R4
M A0 M3 37 5L B 28 7 0 (H ) A P BOR T
BAERAF; 2tEs PCRAUEA FigR 1
YR Z A BR /ATl ; Gene Pulser Xcell Hi
LR G (Bio-rad {A15%)W H AL T2 A BAHA
RO 5 RS R e B O AL B b st R
BB K A PR T S
1.3 S|t REK

M ¥& GenBank /A fii B Escherichia coli
0157:H7 Sakai [k ETT2 11 5% H 9 yeeG H:H
JFI(NC_002695.2), f FH %K 4 Primer Premier 5
Wit , i A T AW TR A BRA W
G FIEAMARE B 1.
1.4 EFRREKFE S 19E

M Red [FIVRE 4L R G0 Lk,
[ B % AL B & 5 pKD46 Jit kL iy
APECS1 B2 25 4 Ml i BEA T B o 07 26 FH P
-, HEA pCP20 i (A FHEREINE)
42 °C i 1557, H ygeG-in-F/R, ygeG-out-F/R
51317 PCR Bl , e IR AR Rk A B
B R bR o 22 DN P I IR R Y Bk R bR A 44
APEC81-AygeG. #5 A YIS ygeG H A
B3 pSTV28 #fAk -, ¥ 4k%] DH50 1,
il M13-F/M13-R 51906k . % [0l 52 ks
pSTV28-ygeG, IfHLEE{LE APEC81-AygeG I
AR, LAY R bR . 2 Bk
J& 1 [l 52 e ir 44 4 APEC81-CAygeG. 519741
W 1.
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Table 1  Primers used in the gene deletion and complementary strains

Primers Sequences (5'—3") Usage P.roduct
size/bp

ygeG-in-F CGCATTATCGAAAGGAG Endogenous identification 300

ygeG-in-R CCAATTTGACATTGACC primers of ygeG

ygeG-out-F CCTCGTCACCAGACATAA Exogenous identification 1387

ygeG-out-R CAGGGACTCGTCACTAACAATA primers of ygeG

ygeG-up-F TCATAAAACTGACCAAA The upstream sequence of 481

ygeG-lap-cm-up-R CCAGCCTACATCCATAATATTCCTCTG vgeG

ygeG-lap-cm-down-F
ygeG-down-R ATGAAGTAGTGAAAGGG
pkd3-cm-lap-ygeG-F
pkd3-cm-lap-ygeG-R
ygeG-C-EcoR I-F
ygeG-C-BamH I-R
M13-F

M13-R

CAGGAAACAGCTATGAC
GTTTTCCCAGTCACGAC

TATTCATATGTCAGAAGATAATGGCTAA

ATATTATGGATGTAGGCTGGAGCTGCT
TATCTTCTGACATATGAATATCCTCCTTAGTT
CCGGAATTCCTCTTGGAGGAAAATACCTAACAC
CGCGGATCCAATGCTTAGTTATTATCTTCT

The downstream sequence of 601
vgeG
Chloramphenicol resistance 1 013

cassette

Used for constructing ygeG 1 087
complementary plasmid

Used for identifying 1197
complementary plasmids

1.5 EKHZNE

B 3% BF A= Bk APECS1 . [H Bk 2k fk
APEC81-AygeG . FEH[EIE #f APEC81-CAygeG
FEXPEARI SR IEHE 3 BRI T 4E 2 ODgoo=1.0,
Fie 1:100 L], B B4 2 96 fLk, &M% 1 h
FHBEARGN E ODe2o, ARG ODgo B fH 25 4 K
(R
1.6 Ezh%NE

B 5% WF A Bk APECSI . A Bk Bk
APEC81-AygeG. XK [H1 5tk APEC81-CAygeG
ZXPECAEKI, JoH PBS YEk . A, H2 L
PR ODgoo=2.0 BB ST IR & il
2.5 g/L R EE SR 3L 1, 37 °C K5 5% 8 h 5 i
SN R P AR, bR 3 MR R shig i,
1.7 S ER B BE 51 B9 ZE

MRS SCHR[ 14177 Rk 10 mL 2.0 8700 5E
YD A PR BSOY BRE T o B SR EF A bRk APECSI
I [H Bk 2k ¥k APECS81-AygeG . 3t [H [8] & #k
APEC81-CAygeG ZXIHUAKIM, Jow PBS ¥k

. EE, RIEH 3 BRI E ODe=0.03,
37 °CHi B 557 18 ho LI PBS VRIS A 0.1%
YL 10 min, ] PBS PRI AR
Ja, A 95% 0, BEFRUNE ODsos #U1H
1.8 B3R A IR AR X B E B3
RIK A

Z HSCHRSIE IS A iz sl . APl
TE AR C R ELR, 2288 Trizol W4k HUAH B (14 34
mRNA . %R & 1 B I AR RNA M
K R &4 RNA P75t . 478
16S rRNA 1E RN S % H N, #@if qRT-PCR
¥ APEC81.APEC81-AygeG #0556 R 5K
S, R 27Ty R R D A R A
1.9 INEW S HNE

Bi 77 A= vk APEC81 LR ik #k APECS1-
AygeG . FEH A1 52 ¥k APEC81-CAygeG £ X4
KW, JO PBS UEW . EE, REN 3 KRE
ODeoo VI 2 H[R] . 4HEETE 75 °C AL P 10 min, i#
TV AT 0 2 A0 R TR VPR e b B R
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WA o 9 E ST pH 3.0, pH 10.0, 4.8 mol/L
W) NaCl 5% . 10 mmol/L ¥ E Y H,0, A
Wb, 37°CHE 1 h G ERR, W4k,
e AP FER . B, 383 A AR v P i A7
&,
1.10 MFRFEXEW

Z:BESCHR[ 14107 e 36 T BT 3 Bk
PRI IR I FURR P . 5 SR BP A vk APECST., SR
B ¥k APEC81-AygeG. FEN B #k APECS1-
CAygeG ZXTEUA KA, JG PBS ViR . HEA,
e R 4 T B0 A 1x10° CFU/mL, % SPF X IfiL 5
JH PBS e 2 10%. 30%. 50% 3 DEEEE, ¥
OKE A I35 5 B BT AR, B 10 pL R
£ 190 pL A[EHREE M ILIE(100% ., 50%. 30%
M 10%)%, J8A), 37 °C #'H 30 min, HUubH
Jo RS B R, TR ARk
1.11  ZHAEZRAM. RFE XL

RS R T b Bz A M e S 4= 28R B0 5%
SCHR[81J7 kilf AT . KEFRBF Atk APECS1., JE[H
O bk APEC81-AygeG. FE[N [ & #k APECS1-
CAygeG ZEXTHUERM, JoW PBS PERE LS
10% i £ I 37 7R RS A R RS - R 20 it s 7 e o
B, % 100 NEYLE B (multiplicity of infection,
MOT B384 R R i), & 37 °C.
5% CO, i a5 3246 HIEE 1 he JCIE PBS PRk
MM )5, R 0.5% TritonX-100 ¥4 H 2467
PBS % LU B R W R R T4

2 42 21X 5 A4 G B vy SRk e T =K
FHIA], JEULAIAE 1 h J5 G PBS Rk, TNA
TH 1%RRERMEEFREL, 37°C. 5% CO, 4
MBS FRAE TP ARSI E 1 h, O PBS VRN
J&i » TR 0.5% Triton X-100 $5 H:Z44#% , PBS
i LU R 2L S TR A4
1.12 BEMARRERFERKTE

Bi SR A= vk APEC81 LR ik #k APECS1-

P<dactamicro@im.ac.cn, #8010-64807516

AygeG ., F:HBIEFE APEC81-CAygeG E XA
A K, O PBS BEE A LA 10% 6 4 1ML iE /Y
R RIS R A R R AL R, 44 100 A%
PSR MOL IR G AR e il s, &
T 37 °C. 5% CO, M5 FHATIEHE 2 ho
PBS PR AN )E . H s aiie RNA $2H0A
&R BCE mRNA, 2R RCEE R  &
RNA #47 [ 5%, p-actin fE RN ERSFZ I,
2 BB SCHR [15 1328 BGHR 43 98 1 DR A O Ay 1A
3k qRT-PCR #:il] APEC81, APEC81-AygeG
JER L S5 S ORG EE R A R AR M R
DAL KO, i 27227 Oy e SR AR T 3 0k
K-S
1.13 HBUEH

F|H GraphPad Prism 8.0 {4 Student’s #-test
ITES TR IFERL (%2 P<0.05; **: P<0.01;
3k, P<0.001),

2 BERXR504

2.1 EFEEELHK APECS81-AygeG FOE [F (o]
Sk APEC81-CAygeG BI L E

X4k B B AL FH P e 2 AR iE 1 T PCR 4848
P ygeG-in-F/R fEAT Rz, BF AL AR 18 1 e Bk
/N300 bp (B TA: JKIE 1), SREMRICY 2%
i (E 1A: JKiE 3); H ygeG-out-F/R %5, Hf
AERRY RN R 1387 bp (B 1A KB 2), Gk
RARYHE R/ 901 bp (K 1A JKiH 4), WY
R WTB R ARG EE LS, 8RR B2l 1Y) T bk A 44
Jj APEC81-AygeG. A, [F4EkEF M13 514
HATHAIE, pSTV28 25 FukifE X e, 45 R EIR,
pSTV28 25 ki 1 KNy 110 bp (K 1B: Ik
1 1), [ RRHPE 1197 bp &5 (K 1B: kif 2),
D Py 387~ BE DS 0] A R A B 2y, 4 11 52 ki 44
5 APEC81-CAygeG.
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1197 bp

110 bp

1 EFERAHKMERREEHKE PCR EE

Figure 1  Identification of the mutant and complementary strains by PCR. A: identification of
APECS81-AygeG by PCR. M: trans SK DNA marker I; lane 1: wild strain by primers ygeG-in-F/R; lane 2:
wild strain by primers ygeG-out-F/R; lane 3: APECS81-AygeG by primers ygeG-in-F/R; lane 4:
APECS81-AygeG by primers ygeG-out-F/R; B: identification of APEC81-CAygeG by PCR. M: trans 2K DNA
ladder; lane 1: pSTV28 empty plasmid; lane 2: APEC81-CAygeG.

2.2 H{H&NE

(A)
PP A bk AEST SR ik bk APEC81-AygeG . g y

JE[H 8] 52 ¥k APEC81-CAygeG 75 LB Wi 435 55 5k

A K AR — 8, B EERE 2), & £

BRI ygeG AT TR 9 2 KA1 (P>0.05) APEC81  APEC81-AygeG APECS1-CAygeG
2.3 EENERE

- ; — - (B)
BRI 4 R 78, APEC81-AygeG iz g
SHAE S .55 T2 R (P<0.001), [o) ST fRZ e e
@hﬁ%ﬁﬁ@?le—(‘g’ U—[ng_] 30 E 6_
5
151 g 4r
-8~ APECSI B
- APECS1-AygeG 2 5L
10| ™ APEC81-CAygeG
g S G G
)
° R S o
0.5 @Q‘b I N
N N3
01T 2345678091011121314 3 BREREHENEER
th Figure 3 Bacterial motility of each strain. A:
APECS81, APEC81-AygeG and APEC81-CAygeG; B:
2 FREHRIERLZ data analysis of motility diameter. ***: P<0.001; **:
Figure 2 Bacterial growth kinetics of each strain. P<0.01.
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2.4 ygeG FEFETRK 2 M0 4 ¥4 AR B2 B
A Rk T SR D R I 25 SR e, iR T
ygeG Ji, APEC ‘EWwk Y i fE J1 B 25 P AIK
(P<0.01), [l #kA= Yok TR B e I R AT K2
LI 4.
2.5 qRT-PCR 3iEi=zh M F0 4 ¥ 45 R 48
KERE B RKE
L ¥4k APECS81 #itt, APEC81-AygeG
FE W REAR G IE N adrA . mird . csgD %% 53 7K
5 T RE(P<0.001), HEEAHCHEN figC. flgM .
flgL s 3K S 3 T8 (P<0.001), DL 5.

(A)

APECS1 APECS81-AygeG APECS81-CAygeG
(B)
kok ) | *
0.20
0.20
4 0.15
&
© 0.10
0.05
0.00 N G G
) 4 4
R Y o
oo e
= Nas
4 FZEREVWIER KGN NESER

Figure 4 Biofilm formation of each strain. A:
APECS81, APEC81-AygeG and APEC81-CAygeG; B:
Biofilm formation ability. **: P<0.01; *: P<0.05.
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ook
mm APECS]
APEC81-AygeG

dkok seskok etk
2 —

=0 H. 020 0" 1§

adrA  mlrd  csgD  flgC  figM  flglL

mRNA relative expression level
N

5 EHM. £EYMEERKEHBEXER/E
KIKF

Figure 5 Transcription level of genes related to
motility and biofilm formation ability. ***: P<0.001;
**: P<0.01.

2.6 INEM S 5 HYHL

L ¥4k APEC81 #itt, APEC81-AygeG
TERRARvE (] 6A) . E ALK (& 6D AT
FETE HM B2 T B (P<0.001), 7B AR 72K 6B).
BiERIRTL(E 6C). BURTE(E 6E)NE 5514 T
FAB R L E T REP<0.01); fERIEHRA, FiR .
Ui . PUIB BN . PR ORI AR
TI¥IH TRk
2.7 HIERERE

MERFGEREW, 3 BRELE R ME
A7 06 BB 1 B B #F M 2 7 (P>0.05)
APEC81-AygeG £ ¥ BE 1) L P pe i i 4
FRE S % T B 4 ¥R (100% . 50% ., 30%., 10%),
APEC81-CAygeG TEA [m] Vi B 19 1 375 H 47 1 375
FRHRE S1 YA BT (100% . 50% . 30%. 10%).
oM & e A 100% . 30% B,
APEC81-AygeG FIHLIMNLIE A 0 BE I 85 KT
B 4= ¥Rk (P<0.001), TLIE 7,
2.8 {HREFMRZEIRLE

SEFERRA I, ygeG g Mk i 3 Hb I
T APEC XX ERG B b R 20 i i) 2% B i
(P<0.001), VLIE 8A, ygeG WK BETE T
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(A)

Sk Hekk ®) PR L S ©
1501 40 40T - .
% 100 % %
s > >
2 50} Z =
7 a &
0
(D) ® . .
50 -
) skkk L *
o 150
2 2
i‘i = 100 |
= >
2z =
g 5
2 2 50t
0
(o8 ¢
Pg?z \,M% QM%
%) N
22 o
NS ¥

6 BEKRERREINETHEERNE

Figure 6 The survival rates of each strain in different environment. A: acid-shock; B: alkaline-shock; C:
osmotic-shock; D: oxidative-shock; E: heat-shock. ***: P<0.001; **: P<0.01; *: P<0.05.

mm APEC81
APECS81-AygeG
1501 mm APEC81-CAygeG

dokok k% ook skok
- T o LU RS Y

100

50r

Relative survival level/%

100%

50% 30% 10% Heat-inactived

& 7 %t SPF 35 R4 4L

Figure 7 Resistance to bactericida activities of
SPE chicken serum. ***: P<0.001; **. P<0.01; *:
P<0.05.

APEC XX R R N1z 28RE S, W
&l 8B, 7E Bl 52 R h R BT (=28 RE 1A B &2 .
2.9 qRT-PCR W5 42MAEE FiERKTF

SEERRMIEL, ygeG BREMRIEYLAIME 2 h
J&, TNF-a. IL-1B B %% koK 1k B 2 &
(P<0.001), I1L-6 #&5E/K 525 (P<0.01),
IFN-y ¥4 5% KT 5 (P<0.05), IL-8 TCHH B 2 5%,
TLIE 9,

3tk

APEC RS EF BILT-M F BRI IAZ —,
LT T DURYL A B T AR IR B & 25, 45
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(A) 157

0.5+

Relative adhesion level/%

0.0

B8 ZEMRMESEMRLRMEBOFEMRERE

B) 157

ko *k

0.5}

Relative invasive level/%

0.0

RE N

Figure 8 Adhesion and invasion capacity of each strain to chicken tracheal epithelial cells. A: relative
adhesion rates; B: relative invasion rates. ***: P<0.001; **: P<0.01.

$ekok

_ 160 - T
S 140} == APECS1
= 120+ == APEC81-AygeG
= — -
2 100 e B == APEC81-CAygeG
o — -
o,
5 30
o
Z
3 20r
)
< >, *

10+ —

IL-6 TNF-a IL-Ip IFN-y IL-8

Strains

9 FEREEREI KM E FEERKTE
A
Figure 9  Effects of each strain infection on

transcription levels of inflammatory cytokines. ***:
P<0.001; **: P<0.01; *: P<0.05.

A IS A Tl B T B R el
APEC & AW &M S0t K #F 1 25 g 5 D5 A i
ST AE I R, TS Y R & B T R
ExPEC 515 EALHE A FZORIE!S ) e B eid 72
H1, APEC AR i W5 ) 40 LPS ., 5
| IR F AR I R YL K e A, i AT
a3 Wb FR G AN AR 1 LB R FEBO AR A
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ETT2 %1 5E R E BT I R 58, B4
TEZ R K IAAT A A 2, (HHAE APEC Jgije
T REOR I FE R B S RE A B R 020
AWFFXS APEC-ETT2 # 1 5 Hile i fE IR &
HIE ygeG HATHE5E, MHRSFT ETT2 76 APEC
O 1E I 9 8 ff R LS AR 4l
ARWTEE R K], ygeG FEN B A R
APECS1 WA HE, (HA] DL 2 PR A0 1
A= IR Y BURE T o 20 TR A A R — A )
T ST R SEH , AL AR AN A v, F2
MEATIBHIREDS . 20, EARED TR,
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WPE R BOR M . A, AW R ELR ygeG LA
APEC iz 8hiRE 1T, ARV I BLRE JT BRI,
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