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Synthetic pathways of ectoine and hydroxyectoine in halophilic bacteria.
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Phylogenetic relationship based on 16s rRNA gene sequences of halophilic bacteria that synthesize

Figure 3.

ectoine. The scale bar indicates the phylogenetic distance.
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Table 1.

| (78T WSO SSUaBUp SNIDEE

Salsuginibacibus kocuri DSM 180871

ARSI E LY R rE R A E
Halophilic bacteria that synthesize ectoine

- + >
Species ':;;f;lon E\\I/s/v.;pt./& Na‘/% (W/V) pH opt. pH
Actinopolyspora halophila DSM 438347 AQUI01000002 15.0-20.0 12.0-30.0 7.5 6.0-8.0
Alcanivorax borkumensis SK27 AM286690 3.0-10.0 1.0-12.5 ND ND
Alcanivorax dieselolei B-5" CP003466 3.0-7.5 1.0-15.0 ND ND
Alcanivorax pacificus W11-5" AJGP01000039 3.0-5.0 0.5-12.0 7.5 ND
Alkalicoccus saliphilus DSM 154027 AJ493660 15.0 1.0-20.0 9.0 7.0-10.0
Alkalicoccus halolimnae BZ-SZ-XJ29" KX618877 8.3-12.0 4.3-24.0 7.5 6.0-10.5
Arhodomonas aquaeolei DSM 89747 M26631 15.0 6.0-20.0 6.5-7.5 6.0-8.0
Aurantimonas coralicida DSM 147907 ATXK01000033 3.2 ND ND ND
Bacillus aidingensis DSM 183417 DQ504377 12.0 8.0-33.0 7.2 6.0-9.5
Bacillus chagannorensis DSM 180867 AM492159 7.0 3.0-20.0 8.5 5.8-11.0
Bacillus selenitireducens MLS10" ABHZ01000019 2.4-6.0 2.0-22.0 ND 8.5-10
Bacillus urumgiensis BZ-SZ-XJ18" KMO066107 6.3 1.3-25.3 8.5-9.5 6.5-10.0
Chromohalobacter salexigens DSM 30437 CP000285 7.5-10.0 0.9-25.0 7.5 5.0-10.0
Enterovibrio calviensis DSM 143477 AF118021 2.5-35 1.5-12.0 ND ND
Enterovibrio nigricans DSM 227207 AM942722 ND 0.9-6.0 ND ND
Enterovibrio norvegicus DSM 158937 AJ316208 ND 2.0-8.0 ND ND
Flexistipes sinusarabici MAS10" CP002858 3.0 3.0-18.0 6.0-8.0 ND

(GE)
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(8% 1)

Fodinicurvata fenggangensis DSM 211607 JMLV01000013 5.0 1.5-20.0 7.5 6.5-8.5
Gracilibacillus lacisalsi DSM 19029" DQ664540 5.0-7.0 1.0-18.0 7.5-8.0 5.5-10.0
Hahella ganghwensis DSM 17046" AQXX01000025 4.0-6.0 1.0-10.0 7.0-8.0 5.0-10.0
Halobacillus halophilus DSM 22667 HE717023 5.9-8.8 3.0-12.0 7.5 5.5-10.0
Halobacillus kuroshimensis DSM 183937 AB195680 6.0 0.5-25.0 7.5-8.0 5.5-10.0
Haloglycomyces albus DSM 452107 AZUQ01000001  8.0-12.0 3.0-18.0 7.0-7.5 5.0-9.0
Halomonas anticariensis FP35" ASTJ01000004 7.5 0.5-15.0 ND 6.0-9.0
Halomonas elongata DSM 25817 FN869568 3.5-8.0 3.5-20.0 7.2 5.0-9.0
Halomonas halocynthiae DSM 145737 AJ417388 3.0-6.0 0.5-15.0 7.5-8.5 5.0-11.0
Halomonas ilicicola DSM 199807 EU218533 10.0 2.0-17.5 6.5 6.0-9.0
Halomonas jeotgali Hwa' AMQY01000015 10.0 5.0-25.0 7.0-8.0 5.0-10.0
Halomonas lutea DSM 235087 ARKK01000003 5.0-10.0 1.0-20.0 7.5 5.0-9.0
Halomonas urumgiensis BZ-SZ-XJ27" KM066108 8.3 1.3-25.0 6.0-10.0 8.0-8.5
Halomonas zhanjiangensis DSM 210767 FJ429198 3.0-5.0 1.0-20.0 7.5 6.0-10.5
Halorhodospira halophila SL1" CP000544 15.0-35.0 3.0-35.0 7.4-7.9 ND
Kushneria aurantia A10" AM941746 10.0 5.0-17.5 7.0-8.0 5.5-8.5
Leisingera aquimarina DSM 24565" AXBE01000001 ND 1.0-7.0 6.5-8.0 5.5-9.0
Leisingera methylohalidivorans MB2" CP006773 35 1.5-6.5 7.7 6.0-8.8
Lentibacillus juripiscarius JCM 121477 AB127980 10.0 3.0-30.0 7.0 5.0-9.0
Litorimicrobium taeanense DSM 220077 jgi.1055387 2.0-4.0 1.0-6.0 6.5-7.5 6.0-8.0
Marinobacter aquaeolei VT8" 640721707 5.0 0-20.0 7.3 5.0-10.0
Marinobacter daepoensis DSM 160727 AY517633 2.0-6.0 0-18.0 7.0-8.0 5.5-ND
Marinobacter hydrocarbonoclasticus ATCC 498407 F0203363 35 0.5-20.0 7.0-7.5 6.0-9.5
Marinobacterium halophilum DSM 17586" AY563030 ND 3.0-12.0 ND 5.3-8.8
Marinobacterium lutimaris DSM 220127 j0i.1107934 2.0-5.0 1.0-10.0 6.5-7.5 6.0-8.0
Marinomonas ushuaiensis DSM 158717 AJ627909 6.0 1.0-6.0 8.0 7.0-12.5
Marinospirillum insulare DSM 217637 2576860715 2.0-3.0 0.5-10.0 8.0 6.5-10.0
Marinospirillum minutulum DSM 62877 AB006769 3.0 0.5-9.0 8.0 7.0-10.5
Nocardiopsis chromatogenes YIM 90109" AY619715 5.0-8.0 0-18.0 7.2 6.0-9.0
Nocardiopsis gilva YIM 90087" AY619712 5.0-8.0 0-18.0 7.2 6.0-9.0
Nocardiopsis salina YIM 90010" AY373031 10.0 3.0-20.0 7.2 6.0-9.0
Pontibacillus marinus BH030004" AVPF01000156 2.0-5.0 1.0-9.0 7.0-7.5 6.0-9.0
Pseudohaliea rubra DSM 197517 AUVB01000024 3.5 0.7-4.2 8.0 5.0-9.0
Saccharomonospora halophila 8" AICX01000084 10.0 10.0-30.0 ND 6.0-9.0
Saccharomonospora paurometabolica YIM 90007 2510465783 10.0 5.0-20.0 ND ND
Salinicoccus albus DSM 197767 EF177692 10.0 1.0-30.0 8.5 6.0-10.0
Salipiger mucosus DSM 160947 ARRMO01000007 3.0-6.0 0.5-20.0 ND 6.0-10.0
Salsuginibacillus kocurii DSM 180877 AM492160 10.0 3.0-20.0 8.5 5.8-10.0
Sedimentitalea nanhaiensis DSM 242527 AXBG01000021 1.0-4.0 0.6-6.0 7.0-8.5 6.0-9.3
Streptomyces zinciresistens K427 AGBF01000432 4.0 4.0-7.0 7.5 5.0-11.0
Spirochaeta africana Z-7692" AGRZ01000060 4.7-8.2 3.0-10.0 8.8-9.8 8.0-10.8
Thalassospira indica PB8B" 2774822901 2.0-4.0 0-15.0 6.0-7.0 5.0-11.0
Thalassospira lucentensis DSM 140007 AM294944 ND 2.0-10.0 7.2 ND
Thalassospira profundimaris WP0211" AY186195 3.0-4.0 2.0-8.0 ND ND
Thalassospira xiamenensis DSM 17429" CP004388 2.0-4.0 0.5-10.0 ND ND

The blue background shown in Table 1 indicates the halophilic bacterium can synthesize both ectoine and glycine betaine. The white
background shown in Table 1 the halophilic bacterium can synthesize ectoine, but not glycine betaine. ND: data were not shown in the

published paper.
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VU S50 8 W 0 BRI 48 T ) 48 L LA 4 14 7
PRI, LA, D I ST A L SR R e =
Bt 38 AT LA Ay /220 D A 24 ) R

4 HEAERXeREFEENF
PO #y b1 A

HRIT, Bl IO S s I SR 1 2 )2 D RE B
AWTHIR AL, DU ESR G ML TR A= )2
T AR R P 451 30t e A7 1) 792 A P, 1)
O HAE R T AR T R A A | B R DR AR Y
FHAE 5 T BB 5E A TR

(1) DS WE 2 O DR TR e BE X T
W o Louis % (1997) 1 WK K g £h i BK
Marinococcus halophilus DSM 204087 7 1 It 4, 1%
g4 KL #% ectABC 7E K% FF i Escherichia
coli Ik, A TFH E. coli (pOSM1)7E
0%-5% NaCl Z5F FIER A=K, HAEREE SRR
T, E. coli (pOSMIL) L PN 1) DY 40 M I e 5 AS
o, JAE 5% NaCl KTk H R TEIKE
1 mmol/g™®l,  [alA: b 10 7 At Sl 5L 1) 8 £k 40 1
RS EIERE, SAKH M. alcaliphilum 20Z" [

eCtABC H:[NFR I HEH KIAFFRI7E 1%-4% NaCl
ST RE A, LR PUERELEM 20 pmol/g
(4T )4 T2 280 pmol/g (2T ), ¥
a5 B 2E A AT 1 Bacillus clausii H 1% ectABC JE[A]
S AKMATHE E. coli M15 H, 78 M15 Fy85 5%
Py PRSI ) T U A e, peAh, Sk A BENE
R ZEAT IH Halobacillus dabanensis . &-#h 12 Hr4:
% RHCE Nesterenkonia halobia F1 N. gilva %
eCtABC F& [l [F] B 72 K i AT B v i 2y ik 125404
# H. elongata BK-AG25 fit] ectABC FL[HF A
E. coli BL21 v, FE 20 KMz AT vl Jg P i &b Y =
W e B 43 BIFE 1.78%F11 0.28% NaCl B ik 5|k
B, I HLBEE Hh 5 0% v B P I S0 i I 2 AN
o, MO EEARWIE D, UL SR, &
2 -5 ok BB DU i LS 35 3B i
Zhang 45K W& H% 2F 9 FF % Bacillus alcalophilus
DTY1 ) ectABC JEPHf% i Bl A M B 2F filfT
& Bacillus cereus Z ", HEFARIAHEL, 15 FH)
M &R LR T 20%, £ 5.0% NaCl 4% F A AR
118.6 mg/g PUE(MERE , 24 ER vk B I 1.0%TF 2 5.0%
i, POSUERE A R T 1.7 A5 [mEEE
Bt R DR TR A S R AR 0K A 7 D R N SIS Al
R TR - Zhang 55K ectABC S: K 5 A K
FRER R, Sl TR E. coli ETO8 IU S MARE ™ &
36,5 g/L, #id T OCHTARES Y BRI TR
4h, Canter ¥ ectABC 3 [H ¥ A 7% 2 & 6 AT 1
(Corynebacterium glutamicum)sf, %% 3% K TR
C. glutamicum®® ¢ gL Tl e PU A s e, 7=k ik
65.3 g/L (56 h)“**). i ZE X Fe 1 v 6 4 T4 5 2R 1)
(Marinococcus) H DU & % i 7 i 70.4-135 mg/g,
%5 #7174 J& (Brevibacterium)H i 150-160 mg/g, *h
P it 1 J& (Halomonas) 1 i% 155-358 mg/gl*e*", py
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W E 118 S 8 R 7 B A Ry TR AR AR TR AR 1Y
P, IR HATEE 74l AL LA i g
ERANTE Y B SRR i B A RS L A
Do A SRy BR R, A DO A E Y Tl Al A e R
TR R

(2) IO &0mE BE S G il Ak PR ] 2 R R R A
Yo ARSI 1 B M FH Hb I 2R AR AE P sl
1) F BRI 2R 2 —, DRI O S 0 5 i R A
e BL N 2 Br AR b B A 1 B AN A .
Nakayama Z5¥ H. elongata OUT30018 H 1Y
ectABC JLINFALFI MM BY2 Hr, ek B[ 7L
211 Hp Y A g i A Bk 79 nmol/g, [ B HC T B
B R BE SR AT X IRALRY) 1.6 £5; FDA Yo,
TG DN AR 240 L ) 3 B R B, FE 3% NaCl 254
T R B R AT A R G €, T B R DR A 4
i FDA et sl 70%, X 3R HH U M RER )
A WA B T T B DR A0 i T 1R
Moghaieb 45 [A] &£ H. elongata F) ectABC JE[H 5
AT 4 M (Nicotiana tabaccum)H, JFF7E
0%.0.6%.1.2% NaCl #yA ] 24 MR R 3R 7 d,
Wit 0 B SR, R DR AR R v e s I ) R
W 2 50 umol/g (ZHEME )., 4550,
NaCl X BLAR PR 1Y T8 . ZEFFHLE L SR A1E L
M EE . BARWCESA B, (B ER
ALY, % DR BEAE AR T 52 A 3 /)N, DA
WE A A R T o R pEREY . Rai 4%
P 2 L DR R B S BR B UE T Moghaieb S50 4518,
VY S W S e PR %) 28 TR K 3> 17 0 et 3 A IR
JEE M T30S SRy T A R DU S M
RIS REY R R )2 1, Moghaieb %5 X
4 ectABC JE[H ¥4 A 757t (Lycopersicon esculentum)
v, —J7 I, REEEREEABGIN, IR AR
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F PO S RE AT S, HLAE 0.6%. 1.2%.
1.8%IER BT, 2 o IR 28 0t 1) A= it 2 T A AU 1Y
Wif 2 J—J5 I, DUSmERE LR 1 5 A R
B T B AR ARG ST, AR T R
Tt X % 35 TR 7 s o 4 £ 7 B

AN T TR AR r D s E 2R A ) R R Y
S, BERE T 5 xR B PR G X fE
77, AEIAEER Wra N AT DA E AR KO F R AR
Tife, 1EN AWM ) TH )2 Hh;
T, KISk, PRk, A5l
— B 2 76 D0 S W BE A 25 ST iy SE B T, A
17T D20 E 2 ) e R S TR R A S LA S Tl
feA =3 T 2 ek . R, DUSmERE ALY
B B R 70 ) e 4 ) 2 Gk 1 5 T A B AR
Prid i Eh g, kT S R A A b IR PR RO
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5 RZ

W8 A AT 0 0 AL R R O R B —
R, FEFR PN FEET R 1AL LA RS
[ St [ & FEAE T AR A L 1) s B B P . DU &
I e R 55 R U S0 I A Dy — SR A Oy R B P AL A
Pe T, 7EMd R RE RN S
AR Ak I ST Al AR EL M, R T N 2o A v D S
WS E S A B AR R R 7 D ] — 4 DY S
5 B BR R FT LA ) IS 5 pH 2 R RH SR, 1T 75—
LETR PR AN & A BHSR I & iR TN, S5 Mg R AN R
Cib T SRV L Ny R oS R (BvoR Sk S iabill B
XA 1] 5 AN SR A IR R 7 eAh, BARER
FEVU R E S DU S ENE AR A, A sl B
DIME, (B FHMBERPIRENARME, X
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Ectoine and hydroxyectoine: biosynthesis and its biological
function in halophilic bacteria
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Abstract: Ectoine [(S)-2-methyl-1,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidine-4-carboxylic acid] and its hydroxyectoine
[(S,S)-2-methyl-5-hydroxy-1,4,5,6-tetrahydropyrimidine-4-carboxylic acid] play a crucial role in the salt adaptation
mechanism in halophilic bacteria. The biosynthesis of ectoine is catalyzed by three enzymes: L-diaminobutyric acid
aminotransferase (EctB), L-diaminobutyric acid acetyltransferase (EctA), and ectoine synthase (EctC). Using
L-Aspartate-f-semialdehyde (ASA) as the substrate, L-2,4-diaminobutyrate (DABA), N-y-Acetyl-L-2,4-
diaminobutyrate (ADABA) and ectoine are biosynthesized successively. Hydroxyectoine is produced by the
hydroxylation of ectoine with ectoine hydroxylase (EctD). In normal, the ectoine synthesis genes exist in the form
of ectABC gene cluster, while the hydroxyectoine synthesis gene ectD exists alone. The functional expression of
ectoine synthesis genes in microbe and genetically modified cash crops can improve their resistance to extreme
conditions such as hyperosmotic stress, alkali stress, and drought. The expression of hydroxyectoine synthesis gene
also can enhance the host’s ability to resist heat and drought. The biological functions and potential applications of
ectoines have become a frontier hotspot.

Keywords: halophilic bacteria, ectoine, hydroxyectoine
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