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Abstract: Based on a wrap-up of the research proposals received and awards made during 2011 through 2015 in the

discipline of microbiology of the Department of Life Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China, this

article presents a statistic analysis of award recipient institutions and main research trends, and attempts a prospective

prioritization of the funding areas from the points of encouraging interdisciplinary research, optimizing funding

instruments and strengthening talent training, with a view to providing reference for scientists and researchers in the

field of microbiology.
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