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W [H Y0 & B 3 3R 8 Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 ( = NCIMB 13267) ] & 7 42 3 X F Rpf
(resuscitation promoting factor) (13 [, 76 K Ji 18 Hh 238 SRIDUIE IR S 40 2 1, % S0 I Gy GC A 22 R
T 2L BR B Rhodococcus sp. DS471 % HAF vl 1% 9% VBNC (viable but non-culturable) B 44 i) & 75 42 3k 2L K BE J7 o
07 30 Y 45 11 o5 16 5 R B8 40 DNA, B2 rpf 55 B8 51 90 8647 PCR 718, R AT pET1Sb SR 83044 I 8% £ K i +F
W DE3 ik, LA SDS-PAGE £ 56 3k B 4644 7 41 82 11 5 75 55 7= 3 s i Rpf, LA MPN (most probable number) 2
THEC VR X VBNC ARZS B 1) 52 90 (2 1 AR e L4 S 10 IR0 ) F 55 3R 1 708 25 7 BR B 11 rpf 3 IR 7
KWk W 2235 ; SDS-PAGE 73 M R W3Rk AF rpf FE RO 2H 2 1 5 1% 82 X AL T VBNC ORI £0 3Rk 1w B A 3
100 5 (52 IR A2 Bt ALK fe Jge K45 18 Doty s B 77 7 38 GOR B 1K) rpf SRR A6 K FF T Th 3RA8 T R0&, R T
Rpf 1 FA AL T VBNC AR I Z0BR 8 AT & IR e 2E A K AUR

KRR BT ROER B Rpf, 5 B 5 R IA, VBNC, ZLER R
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Mukamolova %% o IE T HE T ER B Micrococcus
luteus (NCIMB 13267) 7 K 31 5 55 7%, H 40 i
HBEAN AR VBNC R 25 5 0F 58 5 B 12 7 72 X £L
W15 W68 5 Wb — Bl [ & &b T VBNC (vible but non—
culturable) JR & 41 Mg & 7 R 34 K1 + Rpf
(Resuscitation promoting factor) » H R Th s T pf
BE IR A5 K AT B b R 4T TR IL, R4S TR A
Rpf 4 GEAL AL T VBNC R AL Z iy GC 2 22 KR
M0 32 AT B B (Mycobacterium) [ 45 ¥% 73 32 T
(M. tuberculosis) %5 & Fh &2 75 A= K 5 [ I $i5 HH Rpf 28
BLEE PRI A7 A T FE At 3 kv GC P 22 [G B P 40 1
R M SR, 1 % Rpf [ F 9T E 4 b A

N AR VBNC B 4 41 73 SR B J 10 78 20 1w A i) 52905
PO G P 27 45 75 TR 70 % T 88 K05 5 AR ER
BErp b T VBNC RS RUEY 2 & A Rt 4 K
PR SE A G 5 AR D WA HRIE - 4 % %% Rpf %) A
FORAER AL T VBNC R By GC #E 22 1K BH 4 40
IR ) JRATTA o v B 8 ol BR B 1K) rpf ik DAY A
KMk vw b 22 ik Bk B D B2 41 8 3 A Rpf %
SENUR T 00T G GO 22 K B T 4T Bk T
Rhodococcus sp. DS471 ) f] VBNC B 1 & 7 4 K
fie 1, B AR LLA T Rpf 4 0F50 T B £ 148 A2 a3
B 90% —99. 9% B 4 KB 7y Ak 1 He 1 9F LA &
VBNC IR 1 40 5 2 157 [ B B A B on e A5 L
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il VBNC B AR 1 i~ & TG AL AL B, 38 78 38
IR o 5% 9% CVBNC RS ME W £ FEE, R 40
kA W % U B T R R R SR AL R ST R S & AR

1 MRk

L1 ##

L1 EZORPRE AR Bl 3 30K B Micrococeus
luteus TAM 14879 ( = NCIMB 13267) 4 51 K% 4>
T 2R ) S R ST T B R R R R I 4T K
Rhodococcus sp. DSAT1 HHASCE —1E# 40 & H 11
FAL T VBNC R Z5 A Rpf &2 95 5 5o T 15 77 6
B F ( = 80°C {4 4%) » 7€ Nutrient Broth (2 [# Difco
No. 234000) 55 7% 3 b2 £ 5 7

1.1.2 T 323 7 ALY #% : Proteinase K ( Sigma
P6556, 1 mg/mL) ; BL buffer (525 % ) 4%, pHS
Tris 40mol/L, Tween20 1% , Nonidet P40 0.2%,

EDTA 0.2 mol/L) ; PCR ¥ 34 Taq Wi 5 5] 4 th
TaKaRa Bio Inc. A== #2{lt, Horh rpf KL K PCR 5[4
Bl 40 B K - RpfF: 5°-GTCAGAATTCATATGGCCA
CCGTGGACACCTGGG3", RpfR: 5"-TGACGGAT-
CCTATTAGGCCTGCGGCAGGACGAG3~, Jii ki #; 14
pET15b [f) T7 B 3 7 51 % ¥ %) Jy: TTpro: 5°-
TAATACGACTCACTATAG3" (Size = 18, Tm =48) ;

T7+er: 5 -CTAGTTATTGCTCAGCGG-3~ (Size = 18,

Tm =54) ; Spin (JETQUICK PCR Purification Spin Kit
F1 GFXTMPCR DNA and Gel Band Purification Kit)

1 Amersham Pharmacia Biotech 22 = $¢ft: E4H &
i #Ei8 7) & BugBuster Protein Extraction reagent and
Benzonase Hj fifi Merck Chemicals A4 P~ 3¢ f: | [
4l 1k X 7 & Ni-NTA Spin Kit, Cat. No. 31314 H
QTAGEN Japan L= 42t . PCR {XXH PCR Express
(HYBAID) ; HL 3K A B AR 23 BT FR 48~ 3 0 Bl
A 9K H A 1) ADVANCE (Mupid® 2plus) ,

TAITEC % 5 2 7¢O 4% 5% 4 B (EpiLightUV FA500
EU-500M) , TOMY (MX-00) f1 ABI PRISMTM 310
Genetic Analyzer, PerkinElmer Japan ( 45 50 K %% 43 1
AWMLY F RS LY IR R R B %) A KR
T HL VKA A 5 Al AR TSR T A 58— A 27 24 il ik oK
SRR s TR K ( PAG ML A
VKAX) 7 K #5 % SDS-PAGE (Polyacrylamide Gel) %
HEAT

1.2 BREMIKE DNA 89iF

Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 {¥ Nutrient Broth
FE e bt bR R X400, A 11000 x g 20 Smin 4Y
SRR R 40 L. DNA (¥ 4 $2 . 4l b 5 ) & R 1P A
A R K W OMEQ K ¥ 3 W JE.
Proteinase K 50 wL il BL buffer 250 uL 78 4> & &>
60°C 7K #520 mini & . 75 100°C 3 7K 1 4 ##5 minil
AR M. A2 E RS 11000 x g &0
5 min, FVE AR R HE DAL DNA Sl U
1.3 mpf EAYE5145 PCR

rpf A PCR ¥ 4 72 J3* 2 I Mukamolova () Vil
e

PCR [ I i 41 J% 4 : Deionized water 7.8 L,
dNTP 5.0 pL (2.5 mol/L), 2 x Buffer 25.0 pL,
Primer (Rpf¥F) 5.0 pL,Primer (Rpf-R) 5.0 pL, M.
luteus 1 H& DNA 2.0 pL, La Taq 0.2 pL, Total
50.0 pLo

PCR % N F2)¥:94°C 2 min ¥i #; 94°C 1 min.
55°C 1 min. 72°C 1.5 min, 30 ™ ff ¥, ff & 72°C
10 minfi5 T4°C ff £ 5S¢ PCR ¥ 34 5, H 14 4%
HPCR P2 I K B 22 WK B2 R 10 g/ L35t I Bl ot Jie v
KT BAH N e MK B Purification Kit ¥ 4 F 5 v X
PCR /=Wy BEAT K il o
1.4 rpfEAMRE . RIEZ5E8HEH

WK 15 1K) PCR 7= 4 55 BRI WD) i BamH1
Ml Ndel LA 5k 8 A& pET15b, #1:37 C i £ T &
60 minJi , i & I 2 70°C 6 XY i % 35 . &N 28
Spin & 1 GK 1 TN B TR i R vk A DA A4 M A HE
Frlg V) J5 1) DNA KB BL K Rpf J P 4 N 244 5
DNA [P B A 5 15 Ao FE T R i)k X D) i 15 1 1)
Fiki g4k 5 Rpf (pET15bp-Rpf) , £ J5i ki % 1k BL21
( DE3) 252 45 4 Mo 1 AT fil &5 BV, 76 77100 mg/L
AONH RN LB RR IR 37T C R, &
WA R % R H pET1Sb ki 84+ 514 (T7 5
T 519) LLE Bk AT PCR 7 48, B IS b 55t 1 /i
VKATEE PCR 774 1 B B W A 38 Ak BT rpf 2 15 1E 0
TR G I 2 0 7 A0 7 X B R 5 rpf SRS
pET15b JURL 8K 444 7 51 2 5 — 3. &Nl &
BRI () J5RL e Ak 40 B /T B WK B ODgy, = 0.9, 46 5%
IPTG 0.4 mmol /Lf{j LB ¥ {A 5 7% 3 H137°C .8 hif 3
ERE Y R E AR A IR . 2 EALE A
$& DL R At A0 R G 64T B 1 A4 RS i A A Rpf 41
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HE M. R4 Rpf A AE -20°C {17
1.5 4T3k & Rhodococcus sp. DS471 #J VBNC Ik
S E B B

Rhodococcus sp. DS4T1 J& 4y 55 B 1 8 b 4k F
VBNC R& 4 IRm el LA ™ . %430
B gra8 h & fa e Wl m #8 2 10°C 441 1 347 K Y]
iR B TR GE o B TA) B — o I TR) Bl BRORE 77 9K H 1
BROW e 23 2994 58 CFU, JF DL R A BE T~ H 2 1h 8L
(direct viable counts, DC) % L8] 5 CFU #EA47 5% b, 1
H) VBNC IR 25 B 1 T BCIR B -
1.6 Rpf ZEX VBNC REE AR EFREER

N 4liAL SR Rpf 22 A % Rhodococcus sp.
DS471 ) VBNC & 44 (1) &2 95 42 2t £ K Be Jy» 730 0l i
SEAL B2 B PE 2 R0 BH P 41, 3 BL Rhodococcus sp.
DS471 F1 Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 PA B # ik 47 %
FiRae . BILLR N 10% (v/v, N &) Rpf (ZERTIA 1. 4
TR S DL IR B B ik 4 Al Ak 10 A A S 5
Rpf) 1& 4 4b 2 41, LI I 10% Micrococcus luteus
TAM14879 155 F3t ™ AF o B PE X HE AL DA 7 J 2K
B9 121°C, 15 min X} 55 P Rpf (40 46 & [ L K&
Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879 ¥23% b5 W) iR K3,
I A I 10% 8 7 B P AR I A A
5 ¥, % F MPN (most probable number) i K BUAR ¥ v
P55 05 FE 20 55 R0 BR 2 1) MPN A", O LU B 3 06 52
TUBH 1 Fe A PR SR W W HE AT W] IR A B
MPN LA N (1 7] 15 7% 40 1 5 e JH A B4 (1) MPN
fEBR LUK 41 MPN {22 Bl € 1 0 ¥F it Rpf Xy
VBNC B 44 1) 52 o5 e F AR KR 0 i Sk v k4
180 d &+ & 4t ¥ A Rhodococcus sp. DSAT1L Fi
Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 Sy i35 g HEAT ST I6 WL %2 o

2 4R

2.1 Micrococcus luteus IAM 14879 B rpf & &
EF755 PCR =)

Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 52 75 ¢ 8t A T rpf
B DR 7 91 K JE R 672 bp (% 5% 54 296935. 2,
AL AEACE 2454 bp ) FE A 4 i1 DX P9 5 B 46 77 71 AL
15920, 21 P HIAE 55 1591) , e 51 W A Fk [N 4 15
X DNA g 8%, PCR 7= 1 48 1% B I Bl B Jig vEL Uk »
PCR 7= ¥y i 3 5 1) (< &£ ) 700 — 800 bp 2 [i], Jf 28
TP N W PCR 47 389 SR T 786 2 Ik Bk 1 52 5 41

HER T 1 rpf FE 4 .
2.2 pf RERESERFSRIE

P38 J5 Rpf [#5E DX v B 5 50k #5/k pET15b £
Bt 2 ALY g BamH1 F1 Ndel (f) 4 £) 16 i » 1 350 iR
Bl 5 Jls HL Uk 5 58 Wl D) 45 R R B rpf BE K672 bp
15 pET15b #4£5802 bp[¥) DNA K- B 41 75 .

JFUki %4 5 Rpf (pET15bp-Rpf) & 41 5t b, £
R4 BL21 (DE3) i 52 745 40 i 1E AT il & B
2 T7 |1 sh 75l y 45, Rpf 3 DA 4 5 RE 844 1
PCR 7 38 7= 40 1 35 T % Ji 45 7 S I Ll s &5 21
7R pETISh #0447 K W M 1R 52 14 40 i vh 2% 55 (¥
sV TT JRg) 7 o 4 L 5 pET1SbpRpf K
FEMTT. WMF a5 KEW T7 J3 8 FlM#EKLE T Rpf
R T AR S R A A 6 AN S 4 A R ik R, L
DRI 7K T 1) o B 5 1E ) 8 AH — 3.

2.3 SDS-PAGE # 3 Rpf ZEHRIIKBE

281N Rl B B 1 TR A 40 I 5 S R R DA
K A B R A A SO R R & R T
Rpf 415 1, SDS-PAGE L3 56 25 5 WL & 1. $ 4l
K 016 Rpf 25 11 200,22 wm § 7L 98 B 3 98 5 76
-20C AR -

«—target band

1 BREXIKE Rpf EHE rpf £ EHE X T E (DE3)
R & RIEEEH SDS-PAGE £ R

Fig.1 SDS-PAGE analysis of the fusion protein of Micrococcus luteus
IAM 14879 . Rpf domain rmf gene expressed in Escherichia coli
(DE3). M: protein markers; Lane 1: crude extract from Escherichia
coli containing pET15b vector; Lane 2: crude extract from Escherichia
coli containing rpf; Lane 3 : negative purified recombinant Rpf; Lane 4:

positive purified recombinant Rpf.
2.4 4I¥k & Rhodococcus sp. DS471 g VBNC

IR B LA R 34 Rpf By &
Rhodococcus sp. DS471 J2& + i F 4bF VBNC R
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AN H Rpf & 7536 A HCRS 5w b T L g
PeF i) ey GC A 22 [P PRl 1T - 28 S50 1 K B0
EEE RS %W B 5 R e 2 L P R RN
VBNC IR A R o 75 55 97 0 CFU AR 46 1% i L
2. B2 o LA S, %M MR H M 3.95 x
10" CFU, 4180 dif & 55 9% 5, BB F DVC i+ 3
459 4.95 x 107, [fj 4 Nutrient broth ~F #t 1% 7%
CFU 2 4.2 x 10", JL A 55 % 40 fa 30 F B8 Ky 5k 1
0.01% » 25 K& 4> 40 M b T~ VBNC AR A -

1.E+09
1.E+08
_ LE+07
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-
us]
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Cell conut/
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2 4I¥kE Rhodococcus sp. DS471 £ Nutrient broth
BREDIOCHEBEFAHNEN
Fig.2 Changes in the number of Rhodococcus sp. DS471 cultured in

nutrient broth medium at 10°C static condition.

KA (Rpf 3% PR 8 (1) ~ BIPE 4L (K35 Rpf
EARN) 5 A (Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879
¥ g% bW W n) B Rhodococcus sp. DS471 Fl
Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 Py Fh £ iR B A9 VBNC
AR Rpf (525 R UL 3. 183 25 MPN {
JI AR T 40 T 8 RV yoh 1) 355 77 V1 Y800 B 2 B 1
B LT B y B 5% 97 Al DA TR ) Dk R R R A, A
MPN £ 1 5 40 B ol B B AE KT 95% ) « Bl
IR X BB K3 Rpf 84T & 950 35 P 40 2R i
Rhodococcus sp. DS471 A HLAH v B R B Bk B &=
3.98 x 10°, rpf HE [N H 41 & (A & I3 3R A 94. 8 1,
Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 ¥ 3% ik B9 & 75 %%
Sk 90. 5 £%: BB TERE Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879
R FRAL (K T 55 JR AR A A5 3.1 x 10°, rpf LN E 41
HEE BB 93.9 f5, Micrococcus luteus TAM
14879 ¥ 9% LG I IR BOUR A 94.2 . 9206 Uk 5K
o R IE RIS ) Rpf 28 A5 Micrococcus luteus TAM
14879 15 3% i X 4L R Rhodococcus sp. DS471 Fi
HEEE T ER B/ Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 [ VBNC
AR B AT AR I =I5 TR OR

LE+07 [ 5 control
e [ negative
1 E+06 | {5 [ purified Rpf
’ (= Bl supematant
o i
L OLEHS | EHE
£ FEEE
=
3
§ 1.E+04
I
O LEH3 +
1.E+02
1.E+01

Rhodocccur sp. DS471 Mierocccur luteus

bacteria name

3 RELAEAMAKEMBEEMKE VBNC &
R E TR

Fig.3  The resuscitation and promoting results of recombinant Rpf
to the VBNC cells of Rhodococcus sp. DS471 and Micrococcus luteus
TAM 14879.

3 e

E B T ER B Micrococcus luteus NCIMB 13267 43
WA Rpf S H 5 F s IR IE o 3L B 5 DL IR S Ak
T VBNC R & 8w GC & 22 [ B 1 20 AT W s
(Mycobacterium) %53 43 b A F AT &2 95 35 A0 A2 12 4 F
AR D 5 i 8 W) A i DALk A e 91 O BE AE K i AT
P R D) I TN R R e AN SO T AR TR B KR
Micrococcus luteus IAM 14879 ( = Micrococcus luteus
NCIMB 13267) 2454 bp X R 4w 0 X 1, (B % 5 4
796935.2) P 672 bp (B 3L )7 41 H 920 % 1591, %f
J¥ 223 ANGIERR LKL 1) rpf e R BEAT v b 5 R AE,
Wb KELT Rpf 1T 418 1. R % Rpf B4,
N TR 8 B ) 48R 6 Rhodococcus sp. DS471
FE 28 K i B 15 7 4 F R B ) VBNC R 28 B 44 2
OB B Sk Bk Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 [{]
VBNC R WA R o fe gt A KA . SEiRuEw] 1
e [ 1) Rpf i PR i 238 (05 1k 2 A b B IR i A o
I3 R IR L T RNE P HE S, I X VBNC
AT R RE ) SR e B AR e g o IR BB ] O
BE— B WE 5 VBNC &6 B B 5275 5 i AL ML, LA A
R B Aok BRSO N B N T R E AT B I 2
WA -

MEBE TR B Micrococcus luteus NCIMB 13267 1]
Rpf 22 /A0 5672 bp 5 55 —/M182 bp i) rpf HE K v B
CF B EA R 9 5 vh R BEAT 3 B R0 5 5 9500 P 1
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5Y) » B 1998 4E Mukamolova fiff 57 41 BA & B i 4% &
YRR AT 2R B 20 Wb 5 55 4 WA AR JH i Rpf BLK
A PR B 2 AT R S e o U X 4 AT
R R 4 Al 2 R ) Y P T G 2R AL B e
B, HLIR AL BE S5 7 10 s B3] R AR K
A B A 3T S T Tl o A7 A 1 S AR B 2 4 11 255 AN AT
s A K Y R R B R
B, Y H e 4> B B 5 Rpf 77 42 B Micrococcus luteus
TAM 14879 3T G A OGN i GC #2451 B P 1 1) T 26
W 25 (Actinomycetes) » 1 Rhodococcus, Streptmyces,
Arthrobacter, Nocardia,
Kitasatospora %5 J& 4 1 7' o W% 45 th 4 498 b 0T B
FRANB I R 0.01% 4% ", 2 K4y A
e T AE R FR gl VBNC R o A7 56 L3 VBNC 411 18
R 8 A A 5 25 LA K CRE T B2 05 AR I E 9, el o
HAR S BT & T L3P i) VBNC 41 1 4 &2 95 g
BEPR 7 Rpf (M2 WF T AR IE A 2 o A2 IS5
IR, B 38 i v 5 T B I BR B Miicrococcus luteus
1AM 14879 (#3575 fie 2 N 5~ Rpf, 78 K A i b 2R ik
RAF T pf B H A & A AR A2 N T
Hl AL T VBNC IR A& 1 1 38 41 36 £ Bk B Rhodococcus
sp. DSAT1 [ 5 A& HEAT 595 % U, I TE 178 o 1K
Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879 ] Rpf %} J& B + 1
(¥) VBNC 3k iy GC 45 2% GBIk B [ #F B A 52002
BEA KR S, om0 T R A A B R VBNC IR
AT T BALEL S 3 BT 3T Gk B ) A8 22 A 3R 58 R i
T AR A DL R A B4 D R e 0 5 A A R T R A D
—RHT VA& AR, K O 2 BRI PE A T
W2 FEPE  LLRN T A 2 ) 2 BT B B4 AT 5% Q8 )
WF G052 A8 A RE 2 Ak 4l » s H BT 0 T R 1 P R 5%
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Cloning and expression of Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879
Rpf and its role in the recovery of the VBNC state in
Rhodococcus sp. DS471

Linxian Ding'~ , Pinghua Zhang®, Huachang Hong', Hongjun Lin', Akira Yokota'"

' College of Geography and Environmental Sciences, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China

? College of Chemical and Life Sciences, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China

* Laboratory of Bioresources, Institute of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences, University of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113—

0032, Japan

Abstract: [Objective] The purpose of the present study was to produce the Rpf (resuscitation promoting factor) protein
by cloning and expressing the rpf gene, secreted by Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879, in Escherichia coli and to evaluate its
role in the recovery of the VBNC (viable but non-culturable) state in high-GC Gram-positive bacteria. [Methods]

Genomic DNA was extracted from Micrococcus luteus 1AM 14879 and the rpf gene was amplified by PCR using specific
primers. The PCR products was purified, cloned into a pET15b expression vector, and transformed into Escherichia coli
BL21 (DE3) . Then the pET15b plasmid expression vector was used to confirm the purification of the recombinant proteins
via SDS-PAGE. The VBNC state cells from the high-GC Gram—positive bacteria, Rhodococcus sp. DS471, were used to
confirm the promotion and recovery of growth capacity. Rhodococcus sp. DS471 were isolated from soil and closely related
to Micrococcus luteus TAM 14879. [Results] The gene sequences confirmed that the rpf gene from Micrococcus luteus TAM
14879 that was expressed in Escherichia coli, was 672 bp. SDS-PAGE analysis showed that the recombinant Rpf protein
was obtained successfully, and further studies showed it capable of promoting the recovery of the VBNC state by about 100-
fold relative to the control. [Conclusion] Rpf of Micrococus luteus IAM 14879 can be successfully cloned and expressed in
Escherichia coli and shows a strong ability to promote the recovery of the VBNC state of cells of Rhodococcus sp. DS471.

Keywords: Micrococcus luteus IAM 14879, Rpf, cloning and expression, VBNC, Rhodococcus sp. DS471
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