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STUDIES ON CARBON AGGLUTINATION
TEST FOR LEPTOSPIRA

. RAPID IDENTIFICATION OF LEPTOSPIRAI, STRAINS

Pao Hsing-nao anp Guo Quan-miNcg

(Hygienic and Anti-infectious Disease Station of Cheliang Province, Hangehow)

1. This paper reports a Slide Car-
bon Agglutination Test (SCAT) for the
identification of national standard Lep-
tospiral strains {13 groups with 14 type-
strains) and 522 loeal strains by means of
the various type antisera adsorbed on to
carbon particles. Complete agreement
was observed between the SCAT and the
Microscopic Agglutination Test (MAT).

2. The reported data showed that
ap.propriate concentration of Leptospira
for SCAT was about 50 per each micro-
scopic field (400 X ), or with the appea-
rance of a faint opalescence in liquid cul-
tures, but that the reaction was not rela-

ted to the lysis or clumping of Leptos-
pird. '

3. It is suggested that screening
test could be earried out by means of the
anti-sera adsorbed on to carbon particles
which were produced against the chief
local strains. Only in case of negative
or one plus reaction, a further test with
13 groups, 14 type sera adsorbed to ear-
bon particles should be carried out.

4. SCAT was found to be simple
and rapid to perform, and the results
easy to read, specific as well as sensitive,
so the test might be suitable for identi-
fication of Leptospire strains.
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