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SUSCEPTIBILITY OF CONTINUOUS CELL LINES TO ECHO
VIRUSES AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE HAEMAG-
GLUTINATING ACTIVITY OF ECHO VIRUSES

Tsenc Yr, Wanc Cuen anp Ku Fanc-caou

(Department of Virology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Peking)

The susceptibility of several continuous cell lines (human embryonic kidney cell line
MERN, human amniotic cell line FL and KB cells) to the cytopathic effect of Echoe
viruses was significantly lower than that of primary human embryonic kidney cells, even
though the infectious titre of Echo vituses in both kinds of cells was similar. Thus, the
continuous cell lines were not suitable for laboratory diagnosis of Echo virus infection.

When Echo viruses were cultivated in continuous cell lines, the haemagglutinating
ability of the viruses became lost or decreased except for Echo 6 virus in MERN and FL
cell lines. However, when the 3rd passage of Echo viruses in continuous cell lines was
transferred back to primary human embryonic kidney cells, the haecmagglutinating activity
was regained from the first to the seventh passage.
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