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ISOLATION OF MICROSPORON GYPSEUM FROM SPECIMENS
OF NATURAL SOURCE

CHANG Par-ving

(Inner Mongolia Branch of the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciemces)

(1) 68 soil speéimens collected in Peking were examined for dermatophytes.
‘Microsporon gypseum was isolated from 8 specimens (11.8%).

(2) The hairs of 326 animals of various kinds (260 cats, 10 dogs and 56 other
animals) were examined microscopically and cultored on Sabouraud glucose agar for
dermatophytes. The results were all negative,

(3) Experimental infections with M. gypseum have been successfully produced in
rabbits and guinea pigs. Arthrospores were found outside the hair shaft of infected
guinea pigs. The arthrospores measured 3.5—8.0 micra in diameter.

(4) On account of the above findings, it was believed that soil is the main source
of infection of Microsporos is of both human beings and animals. Cats and dogs are
probably not the chief sources of infection.

(5) Although it had been shown that M. gypseum is a small-spore type fungus on
the infected human hairs, they are, however, megaspore type fungus on the infected
hairs of guninea pigs.
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