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'OBSERVATIONS ON FILARIASIS IN CHUNG HUA HSIEN,
KWANGTUNG

Cuu Su-rul, Sun CHUN-HUANe & CHEN Hsno-ssuwn
{Department of Infections Diseases and Epidemiology, Chung-san Medical College)

1. An endemic area of filariasis was found as a result of a survey in an area within a distance
of 60 kilometers around the town of Tse KaosChung Hua Hsien. 1450 farmers in the town of Tse
Kao were examined by blood smears and physical examinatiohs. 415 of them were found to be
infested (28.62%). 174 and 307 farmers were examined in the districts of Lu Tien and Ta: Ping
Chang respectively. They were all negative for microfilariae. Among 434 and 396 farmers exam-
ined in the districts of Shi Kang and Liang Kao respectively, 4{0.9%) and 1(0.25%) of them were
found to be infested. ' . :

2 The microfilariac found in this area were all of the species of Microfilaria bancrofn.

3. The rate of infestation in the town of Tse Kao riscs with the increase of age. The older
the age the heavier the rate of infestation. The heaviest rate, ic. 34.49%, was found in the age
group of 41—50.

4. In the town of Tse Kao, filariasis was found more frequently in men than women, probably
because of the female genitalia was less affected by filaria worms.

5. Culex fatigans was the major species of mosquitoes found in houses in the town of Tse
Kao. Among 1,134 C. fangans were dissected, the rate of infestation was 7.4%. As fully mature
infective larvas were found, it can be concluded that C. fatigans was the vector responsible for the
transmission of filariasis in this area, '

6. Chyluria and signs about external genitalia were the chief findings in the physical examina-
tions of 1,450 persons. As to the lymphatic system of the extremities, only 2 were found 1o have
mild elephantiasis of the Jegs. 58 patients had history of chyluria. It was distributed c-:venly among
the two sexes (male 13.15%, female 11.92%). All signs about external genitalia were found in
men; nonc was found in women,
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