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STUDY ON THE ATYPICAL STRAINS OF SHIGELLA
DYSENTERIAE

Wvu, K. Y., Cuex, K. K., Wang, J. F. & Cuen, T.

(Fukien Provincial Research Institute for Epidemiological Diseases, Foochow)

Atypical strains of Sh. dysenferice have been reported from many labora-
tories. During our study of dysenfery disease among children in Foochow in
1956, we have also obtained 2 inggluinable strains, which after several passages
in bileglucose broth, were identified by bacteriological and seroclogical methods
to be atypical strains of Flexner bacilli types 3 and 4 respectively. The former
was quite stable in its fermentating activity, and was able to ferment, among
other sugars, rhamnose, but not dulcitol. The latter was comparatively labile
in its fermentating activity, and it fermented neither rhammnose nor dulecitol.
Both strains were found to be more resistant to the ordinary disinfectants
tested and to heat, than the typical strains. The significance of these findings
was briefly discussed. '
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