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NATURAL INFECTION OF THE DOMESTIC RABBITS WITH
RICKETTSIA TSUTSUGAMUSHI IN FUKIEN

Yv En-sau, Lin Sueciv anp CH'En CHIN-LIANG
Feekien Health Station, Fukien

( ABSTRACT)

During our survey at Pin-Tan from July to August 1955, regarding the possible role player
by the domestic rabbits in the spread of Tsutsugamushi fever, the following facts were observed:

I. Nearly half of the farmers raised rabbits as one of their agricultural by-products.
Grass obtained from the field were used to feed the rabbits. ‘They are scattered on the ground
inside the house. Consequently, there are good chances for the mites brought in the grass to
crawl into the body of man as well as of rabbits.

2, The species of mites found on the rabbits consisted of three kinds, namely, Trombicula
deliensis, Euschéngestia indica, and Acomatacarus sp.; the latter two being the more common.

3. Out of 64 rabbits examined, 16 have been found infected with Rickettsia tsutsugamushi.
One strain of the isolated Ricketisiae has been thoroughly studied and identified to be Rickettsia
tsutsugamushi,

As a result of this survey, rabbits may be of cpidemiological importance for the spread of
‘Tsutsugamushi fever in Fukien,
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