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ISOLATION OF JAPANESE B ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS
FROM THE SPINAL FLUID

Wane Yunc-crr anD CaU LIEN-YING
National Vaccine and Serum Institute, Peking

Although the pathological materials usually employed for the isolation of Ja-
panese B encephalitis virus are the nervous tissues, previous reports, especially from
the U.S.8.R., have indicated that it is possible to employ the spinal fluid of the
patients for this purpose. In the course of our study of the virus, we gof some
experience in this mode of isolation. The results of such isclation method is here-
with reported.

We have examined 67 specimens of spinal fluid taken during the early stage
of the disease, and three strains of the wvirus were isolated therefrom. All were
obtained after direct intracerebral inoculation of 0.8 ml of spinal fluid into 5-8
white mice of 7-9 g body weight, When direct inoculation failed to isolate the
virus, repeated passages in the mice also failed to recover it. All the three strains
were proven by neutralization and hemagglutination, as well as hemagglutination-
inhibition test to be identical with the standard Japanese B encephalitis virus.
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