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Abstract: [Objective] To analyze the application trends and distribution of artificial intelligence in
synthetic biology from the patent perspective, providing practical insights and theoretical support
for technological innovation, research and development (R&D) direction, and industrial layout of
this field. [Methods] The paper presents a comprehensive overview of the research contents and
methodologies of synthetic biology, and delves into the evolving landscape of artificial intelligence
in synthetic biology by extensive patent network mining and literature analysis.[Results] Through
thorough examination of pertinent patent data, this study unveils the application patterns and
disclosure trends of artificial intelligence in synthetic biology alongside the major countries
involved and key applicants. Furthermore, it analyzes the advancements in biosynthetic gene
clusters, protein structure analysis, and transcription factor binding sites from the patent
perspective. Additionally, this paper expounds the challenges confronting the integration of
artificial intelligence into synthetic biology while offering recommendations to address them.
[Conclusion] The findings presented herein offer valuable insights into understanding the technical
developmental context surrounding artificial intelligence in synthetic biology while serving as a
reference for relevant enterprises and research institutions when making R&D decisions. Moreover,
this paper underscores the pivotal role played by artificial intelligence in advancing development of
synthetic biology while emphasizing its significance. Simultaneously, it provides suggestions to
further bolster research efforts on integrating artificial intelligence into synthetic biology with an
aim to generate innovative ideas and technical support for constructing national science and
technology information systems in global science and technology competition scenarios—
particularly concerning advances in synthetic biology.

Keywords: synthetic biology; artificial intelligence; patent analysis; technical situation; science
and technology information
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Table 1 Important applicant for Chinese patent
Applicant Number  Year of Application trend Last five Technical distribution
of patents application years
patents

Shanghai Jiao Tong 54 2003-2023 24 Biosynthetic gene cluster based on

University deep learning; Protein backbone
design and protein structure generation
method; RBP binding site prediction
method based on multi-task deep
learning

Shanghai Institute of 41 2005-2024 3 Intelligent prediction of microbial

Organic Chemistry, Chinese secondary metabolites; Synthetic

Academy of Sciences biological gene clusters and their
applications

South China Sea Institute of 39 2010-2024 10 Sequence synthesis and prediction of

Oceanology, Chinese specific gene clusters

Academy of Sciences

Shandong University 23 2017-2024 16 Amino acid sites and their mutants and
applications; Prediction of protein
polypeptide binding sites

Wuhan University 23 2013-2024 14 Transcription factor recognition
method based on Transformer-Encoder
and multi-scale convolutional neural
network
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w2 XEEFMEERIBA

Table 2 Important applicant for US patent
Applicant  Number  Year of Application trend Last five Technical distribution
of patents application years patents
DeepMind 11 2019-2024 11 Protein structure prediction and multi-sequence
comparison based on neural network
IBM 8 2015-2024 7 Protein structure prediction by machine learning;
Applying deep learning neural networks to predict
the probability distribution of biological
phenotypes
University 6 2010-2024 3 The product of the DNA synthesis gene cluster
of encoding methylmycin and picomycin
Minnesota
Harvard 5 2017-2024 4 Using neural networks to derive protein structures
University from amino acid sequences; Identification of
regulatory elements of presumed regulatory genes
Stanford 5 2017-2024 3 Systems and methods for identifying and
University expressing gene clusters
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Figure 6 Application trend for disclosure of biosynthetic gene clusters.
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Figure 9 Main applicants for patents related to protein structure analysis and function prediction.
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